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PREFACE. 



1 HE Second Volume of the* Annual Biography and 
Obituaet is now presented to the Public. It con* 
tains an account of many of the celebrated men who 
died in the course of the year I8I7 ; and also includes 
three memoirs of distinguished characters, who were 
cut off but a few months antecedent to that period. 

On this, as on a former occasion, recourse has been 
had to assistance of various kinds; and it will pro- 
bably be allowed, by such as are disposed to liberality 
and candour, that much curious and interesting in« 
formation has been procured. It may be easily dis- 
covered on inspection, indeed, that many important 
papers have been obtained ; and it ought to.be known, 
also, that while some families have vouchsafed to 
contribute original documents, others have kindly 
corrected such as were sent for their perusal. 
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IV PREFACE. 

On the life of Sir Herbert Croft, much research has^ 
been bestowed ; and a variety of facts relative to the 
late Dukes of Northumberland and Marlborough are 
here detailed, pot hitherto known to the Public. 

The memoir of the founder of the Literary 
Fund, comprehends an analysis of his works; while 
that of the late Dr. William Thomson was in part 
X compiled from materials which he himself had fur- 
nished, and in part from repeated communications 
with his early contemporaries. The latter will be 
found to contain anecdotes of several of hi^ friends ; 
and, indeed, it is connected with the literary history of 
England during the last thirty-five years. The article 
respecting the Right Hon. John P. Curran, is from the 
pen of a gentleman to whom he was well known ; 
while that of the Hon. Henry Erskine exhibits a spe- 
dmen of his early poetry, which is now printed, for 
the first time, from a copy transcribed by his own 
hand* 

Nor ought it to be omitted, that on most occasions 
an analysis will be found of the chief works of many 
of the literary inen here noticed ; together with oc- 
casional quotations of the most splendid passages in 
tlieir respective productions. 

TTie " Neglected Biography,'^ exhibits two or 
three specimens that may not prove wholly uninter- 
esting. One of the memoirs contains all the Latin 
poetry, as well as the few anecdotes that could be 
still obtained, relative to a singular youth, who, like 
the Roman Marcellus, appeared above the horizon 
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PREFACE. V 

only for a moment ; and then suddenly disappearing, 
like his own countryman Crichton, left scarcely a 
trace behind. 

Neither in this, nor the preceding volume, is it 
meant to urge any pretensions beyond the humble 
claims of industry and impartiality. It is earnestly 
hoped, therefore, that but few errors will occur j and 
no particular bias be discovered, either, in respect to 
politics^ or religion. 
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PART L 



MEMOIRS OF CELEBRATED MEN, WHO HAVE 
DIED WITHIN THE YEARS 1816—1817. 



No, I. 
The Bev, &r HERBERT CROFT, Bart. B.C.L. 

OF DUNSTER PARK, IK THE COUNTY OF BERKS. . 

IWitk an Account of his Works."] 

JL Orecord the events that occur in the life of a man of letters, 
is, in general^ l>ut todetailhisembarrasanents, his mortifications', 
and his misf<:»i;unes. This is truly lamentable, more especially, 
when, as on the present occasion, the biography of one highly 
gifted with powers of a superior order, excites our attention . 
when a poet, a ph&dogist, and an antiquary dCTOtands a^ once 
our respect, and our commiseration. Nor is it calculated to 
diminish general r^ard, when we recoUect, that the gentle- 
man now under ccmsideration, to repudiable birth and unlm- 
peadiable character, superadded the claims of an accomplished 
scholar, and an orthodox divine. 
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2 SIR HERBERT CROFT, BART. 

• 

Sir Herbert Croft was the head and representative of a very 
ancient and xespectaUe fiunilj, which, in all probability, de- 
rived its name firom Croft'Castle^ in the county of Hereford ; 
where it appears to have been seated anterior to the Norman 
Ccmquest That his progenitors were great Saxon Chiefs long 
brfore, and powerful Barons for some ages after that memora- 
ble period, there can be but little doubt, without recurring to 
more remote periods. We have it on record, indeed, that Sir 
Richard Croft, of Croft-Castle, was a man of eminence in the 
rdgn of Edward IV. He took Prince Edward, ddest son of 
Edward VI. prisoner, at the battle of Tewkesbury ; and being 
justly apprehensive of his fate, such was his scrupulous honour 
and deUcacy, that he would not deliver him up, until after pro- 
clamation, and promise of safety for his person had been pub- 
licly made and granted. 

We find a Sir Herbert Croft sitting in that parliamoit of 
James I. which was assembled in 1 604. An act of brutal vio- 
lence committedagainst his person, produced a new and spirited 
decision on a question of privilege, as will appear firom the 
following quotation from Macaulay's History of England, vol. i. 
p. 18. 

" The Commons had nobly asserted thdir privileges in 
several instances. The delivery of Sir Thomas Shirley, one 
of their members, who had been committed to the Fleet, was 
demanded and. obtained, and die Warden punished for con- 
tempt of the House, in refusing to release his prisoner. 

** Sir Herbert Crbfo, (Croft,) anSother of their ipembers, 
coming up, wHh others to hear the King's spasch, was insulted 
by a Yeoman of the Guards, who shut the door against himp 
saying,/ good i^tian, burgess, you come not here^' The Comr 
mons resented the insult as an afirpnt upon the whole HoU^e; 
and their anger was with much difficulty appeased by the Yeo- 
man asking: pardon .for his fiuilt, and receiving on his knees a 
reprimand firom the Spedcer." 

In still more modern times, we learn that a Herbert Opf^ 
born at^Oxfoied in 1603, wa» nbminated soon aft«r the Re* 
storation, to the see of Hereford. His^ £»ther, a zealous Ca- 
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SIB HERBERT CROFT, BART. 3 

tholic, had sent him for education to the Englidi G>llege of 
Jesuit^ at St. Omer's, in Flanders ; but on his return he l)e- 
came acquainted with Dr, Morton, Bishop of Durham, who 
converted him to the Protestant faith. Soon after this he was 
admitted a student of Christ Church, Oxford, and entering 
into holy orders in 16S9, was preferred to aprebendal stall 
in the cathedral of Salisbury. In 1644 he was advanced to . 
the deanery of Hereford; and taking part with the King 
(Charles I.) against the Parliament, experienced many hard^ 
dhdps on account of his loyalty. On the return of the son 
(Cbaries IL) he was fortunate enough to be rewarded for his 
attachment to the father with the see of Hereford; but not- 
withstanding his zeal and sufferings in the royal cause, hit 
Lordship, instead of becoming a persecutor in his turn, ap*' ' 
peftrs to have imbibed noble and liberal sentiments in the 
school of affliction ; he being the author of a tract printed 
in 1675, entitled « Naked Truth ;" the object of which was to 
f^tain toleration for the Dissenters. He died at Hereford, 
in 1691, and was buried in the cathedral. 
: His cmly son Herbert appears to have been created a Ba- 
ronet during hb &ther's life-time, having obtained a patent 
in 1671. He represented his native county in several par- 
liaments, as Kniight dTthe Shire^ end married the daughter of 
Thomas Archer, Esq., by whom he had several children. 

He was succeeded on his death by Sir Archer, his only sur- 
viving son, who sat during several parliaments for the boroughs 
of Leominster and Beeralston ; and who was nominated a com- 
missioner of trade and plantations. He married Frances, 
daugber of Brigadier-General Waring. 
^ On his demise^ in 1758, he was succeeded by his grandson 
Sir Archer, who, in 1759, married a daughter of WilKam 
Cowper, Esq. one of the Clerks of the House of Lords, and 
most likely a descendant of Lord Chancellor Cowper, by whom 
he had an onjy daughter. 

Without entering into further details, it is only necessary to 
observe, that Mr. Herbert Croft, the father of the subject of this 
memcHT, does not appear to have been much indebted to the gifts 
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4 SIR HERBERT CROFT, BART. 

of fortune. The third Baronet, indeed, had cut ofF the entail of 
the family estate, and sold Croft Castle to the &ther of the 
late Thomas Johnes *, Esq. of Llanvinr in Cardiganshire i and 
being but a younger branch, he was, of course, very slenderly 
provided for. He, however, obtained the office of Treasurer 
of the Charter House, which enabled him to maintain and 
educate his family with a considerable degree of respectability. 

His son, Herbert, of whom we are now prepared to treat, 
and grandson of Sir Archer Croft, of Dunster Paiic, in the 
copnty of Berks (the second Baronet of this &mily), was bom 
^ov« 1, 1751. Being intended for a liberal profession, he re^ 
ceived a regular education, first at school, and next at Univer- 
^ty College, Oxford ; and as his studies pointed to the Bar, he 
obtained the degree of Bachelor of Civil Law, on April 6, 1785, 
by which he considerably abridged the term of his attendance 
on the Courts. 

Mr. Croft, previously to this last event, had entered himself 
a student of Lincoln's-Inn, and for some time resided in cham- 
bers there. That his mind was at this time seriously bent on' 
the legal profession, will appear from a pamphlet published 
in 1782, containing an account of a plan laid down by him for 
a new edition of the Statutes at large. 

At length, however, from what motive it is difficult to 
pronounce, Mr. Herbert Croft bent his views towards the 
Church. On this occasion, he was fortunate enough to ob- 
lain the office of chaplain to the Garrison of. Quebec. In 
this new profession, however, he does not appear to have 
succeeded. Some of his progenitors had enjoyed deaneries, 
prebendal stalls, and a rich bishoprick; but the estates in 
Herefordshire and Berkshire were gone; and no political 
or parliamentary interest was attached to his fipnily. He 
seems also so unfortunate a5 to have been destitute even of 
e patron, although he publicly professed a lasting and un* 
bounded attachment to an accomplished Dignitary of the An- 
glican Church, who might have easily roMlered him comfortable 
for life. 

* See vol. i. of Adb. Biog. p. 584. 
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It IS wdl known that Mr. Croft entertained a high respect 
for that celebrated Prelate, the late Dr. Hurd, who after duly 
discharging his ejAscopal functions for almost twenty-seven 
years, and refusing the primacy, expired in his sleep May 2S, 
1 808, in the 89th year of his age. The following epitaph, com- 
posed long before that period has been uniformly attributed to 
the pen of the subject of these memoirs : 

" PASSENGER \ 
THE UBN YOU HAVE .VISITED CONTAINS THE HEART 

OF Richard Hurd, Bishop of Worcester : 

A PRELATE DISTINGUISHED BY EVERY VIRTUE, 

AND 

IMMORTALIZED BY EVERY QUALIFICATION, 

THAT 

COULD ADORN THE tHRISTIAN^ 

THE GENTLEMAN, AND THE SCHOLAR. 

THE ROYAL PUPILS*, WHOSE CONFIDENCE 

HE 

GAINED BY THE ELEGANCE OF HIS MANNERS, 

AND THE SINCERITY OF HIS COUNSELS, 

KNEW, AND ADMIRED THE WORTH, AND 

INTEGRITY OF THEIR PRECEPTOR. 

THEY CHERISHED THE MAN WHO HAD TAUGHT THl^M 

THE IMPORTANT LESSON HOW TO BE 3EL0VED, 

WHILE THE ARROW OF DEATH FORBORE TO 

VINDICATE ITS ERRAND, AND DIRECTED 

THIS 

TRIBUTE TO iflS MEMORY, WHEN ROBBED 

OP THE FELICITY OF CONTEMPLATING 

HIS LIVING PERFECTIONS." 

Mr. Croft being disappointed in his^ expectations of clerical 
preferment, now addicted himself wholly to literature. His 
pursuits naturally led him to form an acquaintance with thosQ 
who pursued the same track with himself; and he was lucky 
enough to reckon many celebrated and respe(^ble characters 
among the number of his friends. 

» The Prince Regent and Duke of York. 
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At a period When the name of Dr. Samuel Johnson had 
attained high and univef lil fame, he deemed it his peculiar 
good fortune to be one of those who lived in familiar and 
unreserved intimacy with the great lexicographer. While 
the former was employed on the lives of the poets, he expe- 
rienced great difficulties in respect to materials, particularly ii^ 
regard to Young, a name of considerable note both at home 
and abroad. To conciliate the Editor, his friend, on this oc- 
casion, appears to have exerted himself with considerable effect ; 
and from Mrs. Montague arid others, learned a nmnber of par- 
* ticulars,' which, but for his labours and communications, might 
have been for ever forgotten. He also appears to have been 
personally acquainted with the son of the author of the " Night 
Thoughts ;" a circumstance which doubtless enabled him to 
refute a variety of errors, prgudices, and misconceptions con- 
cerning that much-injured gentleman. ^ To acquire a more in- 
timate acquaintance vrith the private life of the author, he 
actually took a journey into Hertfordshire, to interrogate the 
Poet*8 housekeeper in person, but he arrived too late, for she 
had been buried two or three days ! 

It is the general fault of biographers to bring forward all 
the virtues and talents of those whose lives they write, and at 
the same time keep all their foibles and vices in the back 
ground; but Mr. Crofl did not, on this occasion, feel any ne- 
cessity to follow the beaten track. His friend, Dr. Johnson, 
not only allows that his information was of a superior kind, 
but adds, '< the Public will perhaps wish that I had solicited 
and obtained more Such favours from him." The vehicle, 
nowever, is not perhaps of the best kind; for this biographical 
sketch is conveyed under the form of an epistdiary correspon- 
dence, that disfigures the uniformity of the work of which it 
is destined to constitute a part. This letter, dotted September 
1780i commences thus : 

« Dear Sir, 
" In consequence of our different conversations about au- 
thentic materials for the life of Young, I send you the follow- 
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ingddiaiL Of great men something must always be said to 
gratify curiosity. Of the illustrious author of the ' Night 
Thoughts,' much has been told of which there never could 
have been proofs; and little care appears to have been taken 
to tell that, of which prbofe with little trouble might, have been 
procured. 

'< Edward Young was born at Upham, near Windiester, 
in> June 1681. He was the son. of Eklward Young, at t^t 
time fellow of Winchester CoU^^, and rector of Upham, 8tCi 
The fa^er became dean of Sarmn,- and we are toM that 
Hshop Buni^t commemorated his death, in a sermon preach* 
ed in the cathedral of SaUsbury, on the Sunday after his 
demise. : • f : ' ' 

<< The scm was placed upon the foundation at Wfaidiester 
Colli^e^ and afterwards repaired to Oxford, * wbhoai the re- 
ward provided for merit by William of Wykeham.' There 
are who relate," adds Mr. Croft, '^ that when first Young 
found himself independent, and his own master at All Sottls^ 
he was -not the ornament to region and moralitjr which he 
afterwards became I Hie authority of his father, indeed, had 
ceased sometime before by his <leath ; and Young was certain* 
ly not asha;?!^ to be patr^mized by the infamous Wharton; 
But. Wharton befraended in^Young, perhaps the poet, aiMl 
particularly the^ tragedian. If virtuous authors must be pa- 
^tronized only by virtuous peers, who shall pcnnt them out ? 
Yet Pope is said by Riiffhead to have told Warburton, that 
^ Youi^ had much of a subhme g^us, though^ without com^ 
mon; sense ;' so that his genius, having no guide^ was perpe- 
tually liable to d^nerate into bombast This made him pass 
9l foolish youths the sport of peers and poets ; but his having a 
very good heart, enabled him to support the clmcal charatcter, 
first with dec©Qcy, and afterwards with honour. ' ' ^ 

" They who think ill of Young's morality, in the early part 
of his, life, may perhaps be wrong; but Tindall could not err 
in his opinion of Young's warmth and ability in the cause df 
Teligion. Tindall used to spend much of his time at All SoCils : 
^ The pther boys,' said the . atheist, ^ I can always sthsw^ 

B 4 
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8 SIR HERBERT CROFT, BART. 

because I aliwvys know wfaeaoe they haye their argunleiitSy 
which I have read a hundred times ; but that fellow Young i» 
continually pestering me with gomething^of his own.' 

" After all, Tindall and the cemnnr^rs of Young may be re- 
concileal^le. Young might, for two or three years, hav^ tried 
that kind of life in which his natural principles would not suf- 
fer him to wallow long. If this wcfTe so, he has left behind 
him, not only his evidence in &vour of virtue, but the potent 
testimony of experience agdnst vice." 

Our Ino^n^her allows that some of Dr. Young's' w(Hrks, 
particulariy his dedications, abound with flattery; but he 
shows how the author was ashamed of, and si^>pre88ed many 
of them ; afiier which, he asks, ^^ Shall the gates of rep^itance 
be Aut only against literary sinners ?*' Mr. C, little dream- 
ing at the time that he himself should ever be in exactly the 
same predicament, seems to cast many doubts on the assertion 
ocmv^ed by Swift in his << Rhapsody," that his author had a 
pulsion from the court ! 

We are told that while Young was in Ireland, most proba- 
bly in the suite of the Duke of Wharton, the Dean one after- 
noon pointed out a noUe elm, which ki its uppermost branch** 
es was much withered and decayed, to which pointing, he 
Said to him, ** I shall be like that tree, I shall die at top I" 

'^ It will surprise you," adds he, addressing himsdf to Dr. 
Johnson, *^ to see me cite second of Atkins, case 136, Ailes 
vetsus the Attom^-General, March 14, 1740, as authority 
for the life of a poet But biographers do not abvays find 
such certain guides as the oaths of the pcorsons whom they re- 
cord. Chancellor Hardwicke was to determine, whether two 
annuities granted by the Duke of Wharton to Yoimg, were 
for l^al considerations. One was dated the 24th of March, 
1719, and accounted for his Grace's bounty in a style princely 
ai^l commendable, if not legal ; — ^ considering that the pub- 
lic good is advanced by the encouragement of learning and 
the polite arts, and being pleased therein with the atten^ts c^ 
Dr. Yotmg, in consideration thereof, and of the love I bear 
bim, &c/ Tlie other was dated the lOth of July, 1 722." 
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Mr* {Herbert Cioft r«a»ds, llmt Voltaire haTing ridknled 
MUtaiV« idl^gory of Sin and Death, in the company df his an* 
tJbor»:(moat probably at the celebrated Bnb Doddington's,) the 
foUo^vjng extempore epigram was the pmiifihment to viiAch 
thifl^ celebrated Frenchman exposed himself on this occasion : 

'* You are so witty, profligate, and thin, 

At once we think thee, Milton,. Death, and Sin ! " 

* 
He also se^ms to prove that the fcdlowing celebrated line$ 

abound with ihepoetica licentia, as Lady Elizabeth Young, her 

daughter and husband, are the persons supposed to be aUuded 

to in the Night Thoughts; all of whom died at &r more dis* 

tont periods : 

'' Insatiate Archer ! could not one suffice ? 

Thy shaft flew thrice, and thrice my peace was slain ; 

And thrice, ere thrice yon moon had filled her horn." 

We are told soon after this, that ^< when Young was writ- 
ing a tragedy, Grafton i^ jsaid by S^pence, to hare sent him a 
human skull, with a candle in it, as a lamp; and the poet is 
reported to have used it.'* 

After stating, that it is unfair to bring the gloominess of 
^^ Night Though" to prove the gloominess of Yoraig, and 
to show that his genius, like the genius of 3wift, was, in some 
measure, the sullen inspiration of discontent, he remarks, dmt 
his parish was indebted tahis good humour for an assembly 
and a bowling-green. 

** Whether you think with me, I know not," adds he ; but 
** the favourite maxim, de martuis nil nisi bonum^ always appeared 
to me to savour more of female weakness /than of manly rea- 
son. He that has too mudi fieeling to speak ill of the dead, 
who, if they cannot defend themselves, are at least ignorant 
of his abuse, will not hesitate, by the most wanton calnmny, 
to destroy the quiet, the fortune, the reputation of the living. 
Yet censure is not heard beneath the tomb any more than 
praise. 
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*^ De minims nil nisi verum — De wois nil nisi bomm^ would 
approach much nearer good sense. After, all, the few hand- 
fiils of reitiaining dust, which once composed the body of the 
author <^the ^ Night Thoughts,' feel not much ccmcam, whe- 
ther Young pass now for a man of sorrow, or for a < fellow of 
infinite jest.' To this savour must come the whole family <^ 
Yorick. His immortal part, wherever that now dwells, is still 
less solicitous on that head." 

Our author next enters on the task of proving, that die 
character of Lorenzo was not pourtrayed for Dr. Young's own 
son; and, by r^eated, references to the text, he establishes 
this beyond a possibility of doubt. Dateis, too, are called in 
by way of evidence, with a force and e0ect that put doubt and 
suspicion to silence. ^^ The marriage, in consequence of which 
the supposed Lorenzo was bom, happened in May 1731. 
Young's child was not bom till June 1733. In 174-1 (when 
the poem was commenced), this Lorenzo, this finished infidel, 
this youth, to whose education vice had for some time put the 
last hand, was only eight years old. An anecdote of this cruel 
sort, so open to contradiction, so impossible to be true, who 
could propagate ? Thus, easily, are blasted the reputations 
of the living and of the dead.'^ 

Mr. Croft, while <m this subject, hazards the following 
strange assertion : — ^^ Young was a poet ; poets, with reve- 
rence be it spoken, do not make the best parents ; fancy and 
imaguiation," adds he, ^' seldom deign to stoop from their 
heights; always stoop unwillingly to the low level of common 
duties. Aloof from vulgar life, they pursue their rapid flight 
beyond the ken of mortals, and descend not to earth but when 
compelled by necessity. The prose of ordinary occurrences 
is beneath the di^ty of poets." 

Notwithstanding all this, we now distinctly learn, that 
Young, who died at the age of eighty-four, was actually a bad 
father, or had a bad son for his of&pring ! 

It ought not to be here forgc^en, that Dr. Jobnscm- never 
parted with Mr. Croft;, during the time he wa&ccdilecting mate- 
rials for this UfCf without recurring to the adventure already 
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hinted at, which occurred at All SoqIs, and exclfuming^ — 
<^ Don't forget that rascal Tindall, Sir I Be sure to hang up 
the ath«st !" 

Soon after this period, Mr. Croft, as has been already rnaok 
tioned, entertained serious dioughts of quitting the law, and 
entering into holy orders. Had he persevered, and beai for- 
tunate, the highest 'honours of the bar were now open to his 
ambition; and the road to the Woolsack and the Chancery 
bench was both strdghter and shorter, perhaps, than that to 
Canterbury and Lafnbeth. However, there is no arguing against 
prq>ossessions ; more especially, when ait individual thinks he^ 
has a vocation for any particular calling ; and the subject of 
■this memoir, aftor having tlnrown away the labours of many 
years, and spent a considerable sum of money, at length dis- 
covered, that his taste had always been for the churdi, rather 
than the bar. 

He accordingly disposed of his chambers in Lincoln's-Inn, 
and rq)aired once more to Oxford. While ther^ id the Au- 
tumn of 1782, he wrote a postscript, to the life of Young,' hi 
which he tells Dr. Johnson, <^ how much he is honoured and 
bettered by his friendship; and if I do credit to the* church,'* 
adds he, " afi;er which I always longed, and for which I am 
now going to give in exchange the bar, though not at as late 
a period as Young took orders, it will be owing, in no small 
measure, to my having had the happiness of calling the author 
of * The Rambler ' my friend. 

"H. C.*' 

To have been the coadjutor of Dr. Johnson, was creditable of 
itself; and, to have obtained the esteem of that great nian, who 
could not be persuaded to alter any thing but a single sentence 
bestowed in his own praise, will be denned by most, a rare 
instance of felicity on the part of a person then wholly un- 
known. And yet, after aU, this life abounds with doubt, am- 
biguity^ and indecision. A great d^ee of hesitation is used, 
both in respect to the author of the < Night Thoughts andlm 
son ; and the biographer seems to think, like his friend, in re* 
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sped to Addison, ^^ tbat it is proper rather to say nothibg-tbat 
is false, than all that is true/' 

So early as 1775, Mr. Croft had commenced his literary 
career by means of a small volume, entitled " A Brother's Ad- 
vice to his Sisters." His <* Love and Madness," published about 
1780, containing the story of the unfortunate Miss Ray, who 
was shot by her lover, the Revferend Mr. Hackman, in a series 
of letters*, produced considerable sanation in the public 
mind; and occasioned great enquiry after the anonymous author. 

As he was a man of indefatigable industry, aft;er the demise 
of our great Lexicographer, Mr. Croft conceived the idea of 
publishing an improved edition of Johnson's Dictionary, f 
Proposals were actuaUy published in 1792, but the list of sub- 
scribers was not sufficiently encouraging to hazard so ponde- 
rous and expensive an imdertaking. This must have ope- 
rated as a great discouragement to Mr. Croft's literary pur- 
suits: for he had purchased a number of books, &c. and 
actually ^died the northern languages, witii an express view 
to this imdertaking. 

Meanwhile, his cousin, Sir John, the fourth Baronet, having 
died in' 1797, the title devolved on the subject of this memdr ; 
but as it was unaccompanied with the ancient patrimony, it 
proved no great subject of gratulation. At this time too he 

* Tliese letters are given as a correspondence supposed to hare passed betweeo 
Miss Ray, mistress to the Earl of Sandwich, and the unfortunate Mr. Hackman, who was 
deeply smitten with her charms ; and by whom she was assassinated. They are very well 
written, and contsin a very pathetic and interesting account of the story of Chatterton } 
indeed, we aire of opinion, that this author is the only one who has done real justice to 
Chatterton's memory. 

*< Mr. Hackman figures as the historian of Chatterton, and the whole, though ' W- 
rowed personages' (as the late Lord Orford expresses it), is a most ingenious fiction." 

f << A new edition of Johnson's Dictionar)', corrected, without the smallest omission ; 
considerably improved, and enlarged with more than twenty thousand words ; illustrated 
by examj>les from the books quoted by Dr. Johnson, and from others of the best aiuho- 
rity in our own, and former times." — Advert, 

It appears from the proposals circulated on this occasion, that the subscription was to 
be 12 guineas : lialf to be paid at the time of subscribing, and half on the delivery of the 
third volume. This splendid design was rendered abortive for want of management, af 
he could not eeeure a su£ficieut number of subscribers, after long and ineffectual attempts 
even to secure an indemnification for the ezpences of paper and printing ; without any 
iwauneTatlcm &ft his own taboura ! 
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was married, and had children; so that the baronetcy mstead 
of an honour, most probably must have been deemed an in-^ 
ciunbrance. 

In the course of the same year, we find Sir Herbert on the 
Continent*; for about that time^ he published a letter to the 
Princess Royal of Ei^aod, now Queen-Dowager of Wirtem- 
berg, <^ on the English and German languages;" accompanied 
by a table of the " Northern languages." This was always a 
favourite subject with him. When the late Mr/Manningf, 
in consequence of his acknowleged skill in Saxon literature, 
most happily translated and illustrated the will of King Alfred, 
from the original in Mr. Astle's library, our author was selected 
to superintend the printing, and conduct the whole through 
the Oxford press. This was accomplished in away to do credit 
to the Editor. 

Having been disappointed twice in his life, first as a lawyer, 
when he conceived the plan of a new edition of the statutes; and 
next as a man of letters, when he issued proposals for a Dic- 
tionary of the English tongue ; and being also destitute of pre- 
ferment in the Church, it is but little wonder, that Sir Herbert 
Croft should be considered as a disfq>pointed man. Indeed, some 
years since, he disposed of his extensive library; and in 1801, 
retired to France with a very scanty income. It would appear 
from public documents, that a pension of 200/. per annum had 
however, b^n enjoyed by him for a considerable time ; and it 

* He was at Hamburgh, ia 1796 ; and, in a letter ftom that city, he obterfes at 
foUowa : — << After editing King Alfred's will, in the Anglo-Saxon language, 1 deter- 
mined on what I had through so many years wished for an opportunity of doing. I re- 
solved with Skinner, Junius, Hickes, and Johnson in my hand, to ascend the an- 
cient stream of the Elbe, for the purpose of visiting the fountain-head of the English 
tongue."-«-He received about this period a superb gold medal fironi the King of 
Sweden. 

f The Reverend Owen Manning, F.R. S. and F. R. A. was educated at Queen's Col- 
lege, Cambridge, where \\e obuined the degree of M. A. in 1744; and that of B.O^ ia 
1753. Having been nominated Chaplain to Dr. Thomas, Bishop of Lincoln, he pro- 
cured through the patronage of that Prelate the Prebend of Mihon Ecclesia. Mr.Nieholls, 
in vol. ix. p. 446. of ''Literary Anecdotes of the Eighteenth Century," observes, <<^^that 
to the literary part of his owjn country, Mr. M. performed a most acceptable tMk, in taking 
up^ and by unwearied application completing the Saxon Dictionary began by liis friend 
i3b» Reverend Edward Lye." This vi^tk - wts published in 2 vols, fblio^ 1772. 
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niight have been wished perhaps, that this grant had been 
encreased in favour of so meritorious an individual, whose 2eal 
and loyalty were so frequently displayed in various publi- 
cations. He never Returned again to Engknd, having died 
at Pariis in April, 1816, at the age of sixty-five, j 

Sir Herbert Croft was a man, who to great erudition, and a 
most ext^isive knowledge of the ancient Saxon, as well as mo- 
4em German and French languages, united a high reputaticm 
for social talents. He had been twice married ; first to Sophia, 
daughter of R. Cleeve, Esq. by whom he had three daughters; 
and secondly to Elizabeth, sister of Henry Greswold Lewis, 
of Malvern Hall, in the county of Warwick, Esq. and Sarah, 
Countess of Dysert, by whom there is no issue; 

No one more sincerely rejoiced at the restoration of the 
Bourbons. On the occurrence of that event, he addressed 
'* Congratulatory Verses" to the Duchess of Angquleme; and 
also " Reflections," addressed to the Congress at Vienna.^ Both 
of these were written, printed, and published in Paris. 

list of the Works 
Of the Rev. Sir Herbert Croft, Bart, and B. C L. 

1. Life of Dr. Young, inserted in Johnson*s Lives of the 
Poets. 

2. A Brother's Advice to his Sisters, 12mo. 1775. 

3. l.ove and . Madness, a story, too true ; in a series of let- 
ters, 12mo. 1780. 

4. Fanaticism and Treason, or a dispassionate history of the 
Rebellious Insurrection in June, 1780. 8vo. 

5. The Literary Fly, 1780- The first number appeared 
Jan. 18, 1789. 

6^. Some Account of an intended Publication of the Statutes 
on a new plan, 1782. 8vo. 

7. Sunday Evening Discourses, 1784. 8vo. 

8. Letter from Germany to the Priricess Royal of England, 
on the English and German Laiigir^es; with a Table of the 
Northern Languages^i Hamburgh, 1797. 4to. 
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9. Hints for History, respecting the attempt on the King's 
Life, May 15, 1800. 

1 0. Proposals for publishing by subscription a new edition 
of Johnson's Dictionary ; corrected withput the smallest omis- 
sion; considerably improved, and enlarged with more than 
twenty-thousand words ; illustrated by examples from the books 
quoted by Dr. Johnson, and by others, of the best authority in 
our own and former times. 

N. B. The subscription 12 guineas. 1792. 

11. Congratulatory Verses on th^ Restoration of the Bour- 
bons, addressed to the Duchess of Angouleme, 4to. Paris, 
1814; and — 

12. Reflections for the consideration of the Congress at 
Yiemna, 8vo. Paris, 1814- 

The Rev. Sir Herbert Croft, was aucceetled in the baro- 
netcy by his younger brother, the present Sir Richard Croft, 
A distinguished accoucheur. 
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DAVID WILLIAMS, Esg. 

FOUNDER OF THE LITERARY FUND, AND AUTHOR OF SEVERAL 
TREATISES ON EDUCATION. 

IfVith an Analysis of his pincipal WorksJ] 

The life of this extraordinary man is replete with incident. 
It is difficult, however, to designate his station with exact pro- 
priety: for if the character of a IViest be indelible^ as was 
maintained in Parliament, while discussing the case of a 
celebrated Philologist, he never could divest himself of that 
title and office. Certain it is, however, that like the Author 
of EIIEA ITTEPOENTA, he considered this as one of the 
many politic maxims of the Romish Church, which had .be- 
come obsolete and of no avail, posterior to the reformation. 
Like him, therefore, he deemed himself, of late years, a lay- 
man, and always was styled, and wished to be considered, as 
well AS addressed, in the character of a private gentleman. 
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In respect to his memoirs, ample materials exist relative to 
all the principal epochs* He was known to a wide circle of 
men of letters; and by founding, as well as presiding for many 
years, over a great, flourishing, popular, and benevolent insti- 
tution, his name, character, and actions, have become fiimiliar 
to the public at large. A gentleman * indeed, while faejAras yet 
alive, actually wrote and published his life, a task forwhdclihe 
had become eminently qualified by a long and intimate ao- 
quaintance; while the author of the present article ha^ seen, 
perused, and had in his possession, a manuscript BJography^ 
c6mpiled under his immediate inspection, and corrected by 
his own hand. 

David Williams was a native of Wales, having beea bom 
at an obscure village near Cardigan, in 1738. His father; 
once possessed considerable property, but in consequence of 
some unsuccessful speculations in that species of underground 
lottery connected with mines, his circumstances became em- 
barrassed, and be removed from his former place of abode t6 
the above county, with a family consisting of several children* 
Wliile these were sent to a neighbouring school for education, 
the elder Mr. Williams endeavoured to seek for refuge from 
the Reflections incident to his misfortunes, by associating with 
the Methodists, who then, as now, were extremely numerous 
in the principality. But not content with the consolationi^ 
derived from religion, he determined to extend them to hig 
children ; and actually proposed to dedicate one of these to the 
ministry; indeed it appears to have been the very pinnacle rf 
his ambition to have beheld his dearly beloved David a teacher, 
or as he was pleased to express it, a Saint among thi^ class of 
Sectaries. He was accordingly educated, at Carmarthen, 
expressly for jthis purpose. 



* The late Captalo tlioroas Morris, who lived for many years, in the most unreeervcd 
fne&dship, and &mHiarity with Mr. Williams. They met and conversed daily } but at 
4eiigth, a coolness unhappily intervened, and not only their intimacy, but even theif 
acquaintance ceased. 

The Captain was one of the early promoters of the Hterary fund, and actually ap» 
^red in the th^raccer of Ridiard III* for the benefit of that inititution. 
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,, ': The ^w, bowery, according to his own clindid confessfbn^ 
tit^as mu^ly imqualified for the self-denial and austerities of an 
i^va^iig^idal life. Gay, sprightly, and ardent, his bosom Ian* 
guided for pleasure ; he wished to mingle with the world at 
Ifl^ge; and 30on bc^n to hdd in abhorrence all those <^ for* 
nudities akid ^riniaces" which were scrupulotisly required of 
one) who aspired to something approximatii^ to inspiration. 
Two circumstances diiefly cdncurredl, however, in fixing hii 
>v»vieriB^ resolutions: the one was the extreme poverty of his 
^unilyj die other^ the dying injunctions of a fond^parent: 
iiiie^ powerfully co-operating in the present instance, and no ' 
other provision indeed, offering, to administer to his necessiti^ 
h^ flnidly consented to submit to the usual preparatory forms, 
yfl^h it may be, easily supposed, were neither tedious nor ex* 
^nsive. 

' We now behold him, while still a youth, officiating in the 
xshara^ter of a minister, at Frome, in Somersetshire. Although 
he had then scarcely attained the age of manhood, yet he apr 
pears to have actually become a popular preacher. As a con* 
yincing proof of this, it is only necessary to state, that at 
twmty-tW(^ such was his reputation for piety and ^eal, that he 
received an invitation to the city of Exeter. On this occasion 
he underwent the requisite formalities of a new ordination ; 
^nd as he was now called upon to preside over an Arian con- 
^i^gation, it is evident that he had changed his Methodistical 
pHneiples, for those of a class of dissenters, then,* as now^ 
not very numerous. 

Being l^th young and volatile, he appears, however, to have 
been still unsettled as to religious tenets ; for sooq a&ex 
^his we find him engaged iri a plan to introduce a Sociniai|;i 
Uturgy among his new fiock. A society for this purpose, ha^ 
actually been formed at the Octagon Chapel, in Liverpool, 
and Mr. Williams appears to have had such a firm hold of 
the consciences of his congregation as to induce them to adopt 
it. ♦ Yet, he did not long remain with those who had thus im- 
plicitly submitted to his controul. Two different reasons have 
been assigned for his quitting the West of England : he on hip 
part) urged the hypocrisy of his associates ; while his enemies, 
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on the other hand, insinuated that notwithstanding the ap- 
pib'ent, and perhi^ps real fervour of his devotions, the preacher 
who had proved unable to subdue his own passions^ was not 
ejiactly fitted either for his charge or his functions. 

Be this as it may, certain it is that Mr. Williams repaired 
to London for the express puipose of improviiig his condition; 
and it is a most convincing proof that, his conduct could not 
have been very obnoxious^ either at Frome or Exeter, when 
it k r^cofleaited, that Jhe was now cordially received by a new 
flodc, and for mitxe tim^ actually did duty at a Dissenting 
Meeting-hcMise, at Highgate, Here he preached a coinrse of 
sermons " On Religious Hypocrisy," which discourses were 
afterwjards published. He also appears at this time to have 
mingled 'JBreely with the world at large, and to have often 
frequented the play^iouses; for he now began to write 
theatrical criticisms, and to enter into discussions on various 
inftportant subjects. Accordingly, about this time, appeared 
a ^^ Letter to Mr. (Warrick, on his conduct and talents as a , 
mianager andperifermcr;" and also " The Philosopher," con- 
* sitting of three political conversations, dedicated to Lord Mans- 
field, and the Bishc^ of Gloucester. 

Nearly at the same period, a respectable, if not a numerous 
portion of the clergy of the Church of England, appears to have 
wished to be relieved from certain conscientious scruples. They 
accordingly asseinbled at the Feathers' Tavern, in Leicester^ 
fields. an<J being joined by a great many Dissenting Ministers, 
a petition for relief in respect to subscription to the thirty-nine 
articles, was immediately agreed upon. On this occasion, the 
assistance of Mr. Williams is said to have been invoked. 
Certain it is, that he penned " Essays on Public Worship, 
'Patriotism, and Projects of Reformation," but on this, asi on 
former occasions, he was thought to have leaned too much 
towards Deism^ for an Orthodox Dissenter; and in an ap- 
pendix, soon after subjoined, he openly attacked the creed of 
bis former associates, of whom he now took leave, for ever. { 

During some years, a new and great scheme bad been 
brooding^in his Inind, which he now determined to carry into 
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immediate execution. . It appeared to him that the system of 
education, then destined for youth, was not adapted to the 
age in which he lived ; many essential branches of instruction, 
he thought, were omitted in our great schools; while the 
colleges, founded in times of Monkish superstition, were 
liable to serious and insuperable objections. Actuated by these 
considerations, in 1772, Mr. Williams determined to establish 
an academy, in the immediate vicinity of the metropolis, 
and adopting the plan of John Amos Comenius, the celebrated 
grammarian and divine, who had been invited to this country 
about the time of the civil wars, to reform the English schools, 
as a model; he accordingly settled at Chelsea. As it was ab- 
solutely necessary that a female should preside over his house- 
hold, about this time also, he married a young lady, fi>r whom 
lie had long entertained a great regard. 

He once informed the author c^ this article, that his success 
on the present occasion was astonishing. Notwithstanding he 
iiad left tlie Methodists, and quarrelled with the Dissenters, 
yet, no sooner had he published his prospectus^ in which he 
suggested his intended improvements, than his house filled 
apace. To encrease his success, he, at the same time, published 
a treatise on education, in a small volume, for the purpose of a 
more easy and rapid circulation. 

While at Chelsea, Mr. Williams resided near to the river, 
in Laurence-street, and if we are not greatly misinformed, in 
jthe very house, at one time occupied by the late Mrs. Macauley, 
the historian. About this period, the important subject of 
education, began in an eminent degree, to engage the public 
attention; and while the writings of Milton and Locke, on 
this subject, were read with eagerness, the new notions incul- 
vcated with an extraordinary degree of eloquence, and for a 
time, with an extraordinary degree of effect-also, by Rousseau, 
-occupied the minds and speculations of every one. 

The subject of this narrative appears to have not only con- 
sidered a school as a microcosm^ or little organised world of 
itself, but also to have wished to introduce every thing there, 
either useful or ornamental in actual life. On this occasion it 
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was uniformly observed by him, that he experienced far less 
obstruction from indocility on the part of children^ than 
frotn the obstinacy and prejudices of their parents. With a 
commei;dable zeal, he insisted as a first principle, that a strict 
adherence to truth should be ever held a sacred as well as im- 
nmtable rule of conduct; and to attain this practice setting 
aside all ideas of duty, in a moral sense, he proved it to be 
the interest of his pupils, to avoid and abhor every thing con- 
nected with a lie. To procure their confidence and avoid 
even the appearance of superiority, he himself would enter 
into the class with them, and submit himself, like the youngest 
boy in the school, to the. inspection and controul of the usher. 
All personal punishments were prohibited; nothing wai$ ^ected 
by authority alone; thus arbitrary proceedings of every kind 
were most scrupulously avoided. But he produced the wished 
for effect, and that too in a higher and better d^ee, by in- 
Ixoducing among his pupils, a lively emblem of the*noble institu- 
tions of their native country; and punishing, not according to 
the caprice, ill humour, or interested partiality of a pedagogue; 
bill by written rules adapted to the state of the society. Ac- 
cordingly, a body of laws was formed, in a general assembly^ 
and these were enforced by means of a trial by jury, every Ontt 
readily submitting to the verdict of his peers. 
' It was his wish, to connect and combine familiar objects 
with every branch of science* Thus, he is represented as 
teaching geography by gradual sunreys of^a house^ a neigh- 
bourhood, or a district, while the previous view of a black- 
smith's shop or a. kitchen garden, led to the study of mineralog)^ 
and botany; The priilctples of drawing and mensuration 
were taught at the desk; but the practice of both was after- 
wards elucidated and endeared by little excursions, for the pur-, 
pose of efiecting the executicm, in a practical point of view. 

Somewhat like the Bellian and Lancasterian plan of ap- 
pointing monitors, appears also to have been adopted ;^ 
whQe finance, and other branched of statistical studies were 
introduced into the higher classes* It was die opinion of the 
sulgect of this artide^ that globes and maps should be made,!. 
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not bdlight; and ta efi^ci tins, purpose with abiKtyt ti^t^e 
assistaace of artists should be invoked, in the first in^itanee. 
He alsb ccmnected the elements of hiBtory with geogrAixh.y in 
t3l its bfaneh^ and appears, about this period, to have had a 
*' Secrejtary to an embassy," as one of his j^yate pupils, who 
was very conversant, indeed, in. respect to languages, but 
utterly incompetent to resolve any of the Coinmon problems so 
familiar to all those acquainted with the first principles of 
geography and astronomy. 

. With his ordinary scholars, he constantly referred to the 
^^ Collection Academique" and the French " Enc^cldpedie,'' 
when infbrmaticm was wanted for the accomplishment bf icme 
puipose, or the formation of some madiine; and he fbimd the 
impressions, thus conveyed, to be lasting/ He deemed the age 
of thirteen or fourteen fitted to comprehend the doctrine jof 
air, the construction of pumps, the science of hydiiostatics, 
and the pursuits of chemistry. Mr. Wijliams considered the 
essays of the late Dr. Watson, Bishop of LfetfidaffJ as among 
the most usefol and entertaining books for children. . 
• In short, ^ he pursued, in practice, the plan which Rousseau 
had* sketched frrnn ima^bciation;" and he thought '^ that ihe 
fruitless efi^rts of the mind, in in&ncy^ to undlerstand the 
subtleties of grammar, the ^nbignities of poetry, or tho/za^ 
teri^ of metaphysics, were genelrally succeeded by an indolent 
acquiescence fatdL to all great or manly exertions^'' 

But: another great and leading object, during this period of 
h£5 Hfe, was a new system of faith; for the sutgect of thi& 
mentcdr wished to amend the religion of the nation, ^ in i the 
same manner, and at the same time, as its educatifw;.and 
thus^ like a young man, by attempting foo' mitch^ at (MSke time, 
actually effected little or nothing) About this peribd, the 
unhappy and unfortunate contest with our Alnerica^ colonies 
took [dace, and a native of the Traces-* Atlantic Continent, who 
h^id distinguished himself both as the greatest deotrician of his 
age^and the most strenuom^asserter of the rights of his lin^rgbntv- 
coimt'rymeh^ becaifae appreheni^ve of Ids persbnai safety. At 
the new kistitution, at Chelsea,, he,, for somie time^ found both 
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a secure and hospitable asylum. ^ In conjunction witli, ot 
rathier at the instigation, perhaps, of diis celebrated man, 
who undoubtedly assisted in the formation of his code of ethics, 
Mr^• Williams drew up the system of a new religious faith, the 
^reed of which was confined to a single article. Here follows 
on exact transcript (^ it ^ 



" I believe in God^ — Ameni!^ 

And it may not be improperly observed, in this pitice, that 
when the independence of America was declared, and ascer- 
tained, this became the sole subscription required from any of 
the citizens of the new republic. A Common Prayei^ Book was 
also compiled, on a similar plan, in respect to brevity; but 
whether it resembled that now adopted in another hemi^here,' 
in v^ch.all repetitions are avoided, is difficult to resolve 
without an absolute reference to both. Some doubts, perhaps, 
may exist in die minds of many, as to the actual participation 
of the philosopher, just aUuded to, in the plan Under con-^ 
sideration. But these are now obviated in the fullest and most 
saJ^&ctcHry manner; for the writer of this article has been 
lately assured by the gtandsonof the late Dr.Ftanklm, that 
IMbr. Williams ciytamed his assistance in the simplification and 
arranganenta of a new liturgy. After it had been printed, in 
1 776, he trimsmitted cc^ies, not only to several distinguished 
persons, in England, but also on the Continent. The fellbw** 
ing is the reply to the letter accompanying it, from Frederick 
the Great, who, as it is evident from the address, was deceived 
^botli as to his character and profession, having takai him for 

* In lecture xxxvi. vol. iii. p. 24. Mr. Williams refers to this incident, which the 
Writer of this article has, indeed, heard him mention, in conversation, with becoming 
frride. « At the time to which T refer, aphifcisopher of considerable fame, ^r. F.) 
fihonl . fortune h»d forced into politics, took refage from a political storm, in our famii^ i 
and entered with ease, the characteristic of genius, into sevral of its enfploymeiits. \ 
^Irerved he wis pardealarly pleased with the early application of arithmetical dexterity, 
m questiflDs' of obvloas At imp«rt«nt use. AH those ealculationa on ^ power o( 
compound interest, in annihilating, debu or accumulating property, were made u 
amusements, which have since raised political writers into high degrees of repu<. 
.tiCion,'* : 
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3 man of rank and title. Were it permitted, at this distaqce 
of time, to guess at the occasion of the mistake, it might be 
ifairly attributed to the resemblance of his name to that of the 
Jate Sir Charles Hanbury Williams, K. B. well known at home 
pn accomit of his poetry; and abroad by his diplomatic station, 
having been minister first at the court <^ Berlin, and after- 
wards at that of StPetersburgh : 

** M. le Chevalier Williams, 

'^ Je vien» de recevoir a la suite de votre lettre du 20 du 
mois de Mai dernier, I'ouvrage, que des sentiments de liberie 
•et de conviction vous ont fiut donner au public sous le titre 
d*£Wi sur la Liturgie. Votre attention dans cet envoy me 
fiut plaisir> et c'est pour vous en temoigner mes remerciments 
que je vous fids la presente, priant Dieu en meme tems sur ce, 
qu'il ait M. le Chevalier Williams en sa sainte et digue garde* 

" Frederic 

" A Potsdam, 
« Je 10 d'Aout 1776." 

This letter, the language of which in a grammatical point 
of view, is very questionable, was accompanied by another 
from M. de Catt, private Secretary to his Prussian Majesty, in 
which he pays many compliments to our author, assures him 
how much the king is interested in the success of, so accom- 
plished a man, and b^ he would transmit all his literary pro- 
ductions for his perusal. 

The " Philosopher of Femey," nearly at the same time, 
acknowleged the xeceipt of his liturgy, in a very elegant 
epistle: 

"I have perused it," observes he, " with all the pleasure 
that a Rosicrucian would enjoy in reading the work of an 
adept. It is a great comfort to me, at the age of eighty-two 
yearS) to see toleration openly taught and asserted in your 
eountry, and the God of all maidJnd no longer pent up 
in a naxxow tract of land. That noble truth was worthy 
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of your pen and your tongtie. I am, with'dl my heart, one of 
your followers, and of your admirers ; and with much respect,, 
Your most humble 

Obedient servant, 

Voltaike/' 

Mr.Rai^ aleamed German, then residing in Lcmdon, seems 
also to have improved of his labours, and Mr. Bode, of Ham- 
burgh, to have be^i enthusiastic in the praise of the <^ good 
Samaritan, Williams." . In addition to these testimonies, may 
be added that of M. Teller, an eminent di^ne of Berlin, who 
congratulsfted him, in English, about the same period, ** on 
his intention to establish a worship for universal believers in 
the Deity ; and I am very glad," adds he, ** to see this now 
performed, and tl^e external forms of devotion, according to 
your intention, very well executed; for it cannot be denied 
that the belief of the one Supreme Being, and the study of 
universal benevolence, are the most important articles of the 
Christian Religion itself. 

" But I am now very desirous to know what approbation 
your worship has found in (with) the public ? 

*^ I send you by this occasion (opportunity) a specimen of 
(a) like form (rf worship, proposed by Mr. Basedon, at Dessau, 
in the principality of Anhalt I wish it may have your appro- 
bation, and that all your endeavours for promoting a rea- 
sonable religion may succeed. 

" lam, with great esteem, 
" Your humble and obedient servant, 
*^ Berlin, " Teller. 

^^Jidy20, 1776.^ 

Meanwhile, the academy at Chelsea continued to prosper; 
for although the terms were so high tis to circumscribe the 
pupils to the children of opulent parents alone, yet such was 
the reputation of this institution^ that the number of students 
ivere seen, not gradually, but rapidly to increase. However, 
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all at ouce a stop was put to (be prefects and tke prospeiily'of 
Ht' Williams, by the suddoa deatb of a dearly beloved wifis. 

This domestic calamity quite unmamied him. So much, 
indeed, was be affected by the melancholy incident, which 
ap{>ears to have been equally sudden and unexpected, that he 
actually eloped from the scene of his afflictions, and leaving 
his schi^to to M& Sat .themadbrcss,. abandoned. hk residence 
9V3jdi0ut cc^ulting any one. Overwhelmed : with grief,^ and 
utterly incapable of attending to business, he now secluded 
hjunseifjn a distmt .county, during a period <^many.months, 
Md seemed liot only desirous but resobred,. to avoid all inter- 
course with mankind. 

Haying thus voluntarily relinquished the emoluminits and . 
advantages resulting from his new estabUsbmenl^ and.rgected 
all the favours of fortune, at the precipe ojioment when, for 
th^ first time in his life, she appc^tred ready to befiieoid him, 
Mr. Williams, on recovering from his sorrows, Jike his £Either 
on. a different occasion, seemed to seek both for help and.con* 
solation, in religion. 

: Soon after thi^ he determined to extmd his plans, in. order 
to communicate with, ^nd include others, who either thought 
in the same manner with himself, pr might be disposed to 
^opt his ideas. He accordingly opened a chapel in Margaret- 
street, Cavendish-square, md it is not here meant to. be cpur 
cealed? that the mpde (^worship was after a n^w.and nn- 
authorised system. But as this (Jid, not prov^. popular, eycga, 
in a small degree, being entirely cpp^firaed to about a score of 
auditors, success was of course wanting. Indeed, little wonder 
will en^ue, when it is' recollected that the spirit spd forms 
of this institution, were equally hostile both t04;lmrcjbmen.and 
regular dissenters. Notwithstanding his total failure on this 
pp^sa^ion, wUqh was, readily^ arxticipated by feur^^ of.his 
friends, he published his inaiigura,tion sermon. This was soon 
aft^r fpUowed by two vph^me^ pf Inures /gai the; univ^rsal^i^iPr 
j^plt^^f r^ligipnand mpr^ty* 

As it was now eyidenjt, that: the subscriptions had become 
utterly inadequate to defray even the ^qpences incident to 
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t6e platn sheeted for pubKc worship; and th^ auditaw had 
proved scarify sufficient to fill a common sized Foom, lie was, 
at length, persuaded to assemble them in one. At the sugges- 
tion of the late G^ieral Melville, * a man of amiable charac- 

* This gendemiD afterwards poblisbad his cum cr«d, which / is here subjoiAcd*^ 
together with the note which accompanied it, both being adiiressed to a learned 
Ditine and D.D. who hasATonred the Editor with them. 

*' Inclosed is i^ copy of a Pb^osophical Creeds wltSchy whi|^ seeming to be in itself of . 
the strictest truthf yet is so comprehensive in its principles, as to admit any applica- 
tions of them, most conducive to iu great object, (as expreued in the 7th Article,) 
by all persons^ however much di0ering in their particular pemwsldos or proCsssloM, on 
the heads of reveal^ religions, or political constitutions ; even firom the direct oppoaites, 
namely, the mere rationalist, and the most devout religionist ; the freest Ethnocrate, 
and die most absolute ilfoRocro^e, wlio al! agree in the o^'ecf, but differ in the &est 
road to it. 

Brewer-street, 3 1st August, 1792. 

Multum in Parvo, 

AGREED- 

NATURAL, INVA'RIABLB, AND FUNDAMENTAL ^ 

JBnimg where most Creeds begin, yet in so far introductory to them as their 

contents may he found to be coitformable to it 

1st. That by my natnre, I now am, and ever have been, whHe awake, atd in a itate 
of sensibility, yKZfStvWy existing, under an incessant succession of conscious sensations 
ok RESENSATioNS, produccd by causes internal or external ; both these sensations and 
reteiisalions, natnrally and necessarily implyii^ my ixisUnce^ but the latter only to iiti- 
plies my identity, 

3d. Th^t also by my conscious sensations and resensations, produced by causes ex- 
ternal, is as natorally and necessarily implied, the existence of these externals of nature 
around me; and these two sorts of sensation, intemallyaud externally caused, are the 
sole and invsriable sources of my knowledge of my own existence, and that of external 
nature. 

3d. That there ever has been, is, and must be, an existence. 
^ 4th. That the existence eternal or infinite in duration or time, must be also infinite 
In extension or space ; for any utmost limits to either are not conceivable. 
' 5th. That the eternal and infinite existence must he ekher nature universal, or 
. an eternal and infinite cause of nature, which did create, does sustain, and might aiinihi- 
late kature. 

6th. That whichever of the two, be the eternal andinfiinite existence, wfiether 
natvre or batitre's cause, is as unnecessary as impossible ibr man by his nature only, to 



'f th. That the best stale of nature, with the best toe of h by man, in su Ikr as 
natumlly productive of his greatest «sum of happiness in all stages of his existence, 
whether in individuality or societt, is ever the most essential object of bis tiattire. 

8th. That this most essential object is naturally self-evident to, and so enjoyed by 
m4n, while an individual in solitade, or if competently attainable by him m that state, 
firom the best use of nature and experience. 
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ter, and unimpeachable morals, an aparttfteUt in the Britisb: 
Coffee-House^ Charing^Cross^ was accordingly selected for 
this purpose ; and the congregation, which had now dwindled 
to twelve or fourteen, accordingly assembled there, ibr a con-^ 
siderable pieriod. The wits of- that day were accustomed to 
remark that the dinner, accompanied by excellent M adeira, 
and no small share both of good humour and ho^itality 
usually given by the above-named patron of th^ institu- 
tion, in Brewer-street, after the lecture, operated as no small 
inducement to attendance. 

When this establishment had closed, Mr. Williams engaged 
in a variety of literary works, and being fuUy sensible of the 
numerous calamities to which authors in general are not unfre- 
quently liable in a peculiar degree, particularly in this coun- 
try, he conceived the hajppy idea, if not of annihilating, at least 
o{ alleviating the misfortunes of this class of men. Accord- 
ingly, he associated with a few friends, whose numbers at 
first did not exceed six ; . and of these the narrator is un- 
luckily enabled to name only two, besides himself, viz. Captain 
Morris, the elder ^rother of a gentleman whosc'Lyric Muse 
has often prolonged the midnight festivities of the metropolis, 
and gladdened the hearts of all those asssembled around the 
convivial board; together with the Rev. John Gardiner, since 
deceased, but then Vicar of Battersiisa.'^ The sudden death of 



9th. That this fiindamenul and important truth, although bj natore in inan» it was 
not only prior to, and independent of, any human laws or revealed religion, but 
mutt still be equally io in a supposed state of totally uneducated and perfectly solitary 
individuality ; yet in that of society it will admit or require the concurring aids of both 
law and religion^ in as far as they may be useful or necessary for the said most assential 
object. 

lOih. That, Iwtly, the expediency or necessity in society for these aids from law and 
r^igion, will be precisely in proportion to the deficiency or inefficacy of the best use of 
right reason or natural religion; and the degree of pei&clion in both laws and rdigiona 
for mankind, must necessarily and eiactly be in the ratio of their conformity and coa* 
duciveness to the most essential c^tct of human nature, as suted in the 7th anicle ef 
thiaCreed. 

London, 1792." 

• Perhaps, the name of Mr. John Nichols, F. S. A . author of the History of Leicester^ 
^re. Literary Anecdotes, &c. &c. ought to be added to the founders already named* 
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the learned and accomplished Floyer Sydenham, IVf . A. ctf 
Wadham CoU^e, Oxford, in extreme poverty, and literally 
of a broken heart, originally attracted their attoitjon, and 
proved not a little favourable to their infant institution, in con- 
3equence of the sensations produced by that melanchdiy eveoU 
It was at first intended, under the idea of supporting and en* 
couraging obscure, but meritorious writers, to publish their 
works for their own exclusive benefit ; but it soon became ap^ 
parent, that this would be converting the founders into book* 
sellers; and that the trouble, risk, and uncertainty of such 
an undertaking, would swallow up their scanty fimds, and 
annihilate all their beneficent projects. It was acoordin^y 
determined, after some ineffectual experiments, to confine them- 
selves to occasional relief. Even this contracted plan, for k lon^ 
time assumed an inauspicious aspect ; but, at length, recourse 
was wisely had to publicity. Annual dinners were arranged 
and advertised ; popular noblemen were selected as Presidents 
and Vice Presidents ; while respectable Gentlemen became 
Stewards and Registrars. In addition to this, a regular com* 
mittee was formed, and at length a house fot the institution 
was selected and rented in a central situation. Subscrip- 
tions and benefactions now fiowed in apace ; and a pofithuttlous 
•donation fi'om a namesake and descendant of iSr Isaac Newton, 
at length contributed to give stability to the system. It might 
appear both invidious and indehcate, to menticHi the natnes of 
men who are still alive; but, it maybe allowed to observe^ 
that the author of this narrative has himself recommended and 
procured occasional assistance for cme of the greatest inathe^ 
maticiails now existing in Great Britain, with whose feelings 
on this occasion, he had a long and almost hopeless contest. ^ 
Although the funds, as already observed, were at first 
scanty, and their powers of beneficence necessarily circum- 
scribed, y^t, Mr. Williams, and his worthy associates proeeed- 
icd with undiminished ardour in their career, and, in the Course 
of twelve years, they appear irom the roisters to have dis- 
tributed the sum of 1630/. Ssi among oae hundred and Awe 
-persons. Since that period,, fi*om causes already assigned, their 
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ftphnre of action has encreased, and many eminent persons whd 
have poweriully contributed to the amusement and the in- 
«tmcticm df tiieir countrymen, have had their necessaries sup^ 
pUed, in a limited, it is true, but, assuredly, in a delicate and 
satifectpry manner. The learned Dr. H*^»*^(noW no moye), 
was rdieml from his temporary embarrassments through this 
diannd. The institution has lately contributed to the educa^ 
tion of the orj^an son of a celebrated poet ; while the last mo*- 

m^ots of the cdebfated Mr. Ar. M^ ' were cheercd by it$ 

judicious beneficence. 

I After this dKn% but it is hoped,, interesting digression, we 
^lall retom to the subject of these menuHrs. 
' ^In the year 1789, appeared ^^ Lectures on Echication: read 
to a Society for promoting reasonable and humane Iniprove* 
m^cits in the Discipline and Instruction of Youtli ; by the Rev* 
David Williams ;'' in 3 vols. 8vo. The first of these was de^ 
jdicaited to the Duchess of Deyonshiref ; the second, to the 
Dttdiess of Northumberland ; and the third, to Mra. Blair ; 
all of whom were complimented on their attention to this in* 
jterertiiig subject; while the two former received due praise 
for the ttiily maternal care with which tliey had reared their 
^l^ring. 

¥oL I. contains sixte€»i Lectures; the first of which is occu^- 
{Hed vrith the subject of " parental love." Next follow gene- 
;ral observatioiis, aiKl explanatory reroarics. In Lect IV. and V* 
it is laid down as a maxim, ^^that Schools ought to be the 
Jqoages of X^:" VI. ccH^tains an account of theprivate attempts 
IQ jpe^na pufcJie ^isfcoms : VIL ^^ Moral Seasons:" VIII. on 
th^ << Activity and Ciiriority of Children :" IX. "Natural His- 
tory:" X* "Parental Substitutes:" XI. " Advantages of Pubr 
Jic, compared with those of retired ^tuatiohs :" and XlL " the 
Learning and Sdence of Infancr^r." All the remainder are 
dedicated to a consideration of the " Virtues of In&ncy ;" and, 
" the Pn^ety oi^ as weU as advantages resulting from, a 
Lovfjpf Truth." 

Pa]3«iital tenderness is a princijde, which when virtuoiusly 
Mkd affectionate)^ fbunded, leads, we are told,^ to the gtea^ 
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est and be9t actions, and hw " iintnortality fcwt its objee$ inftie 
pijQsperity and happiness of a family/' " But, it is mfeqhi^vou^ 
and fatal/' add§ our author, ^^ if not conducted bj reason and 
virtue.''^ *^ Mistaken indidgence by parents of weak and ordi- 
nary understandings, and tfhe efii^ts of that fondness whi^ 
spoils chUdrea, by over nursing safviag them trouble, and fosr 
terlng their caprice, do not coOie under consideration al; thi^ 
iiv^^, Tqb much care and attention to save them tremble, may 
be sometimes owing to rei^i afifection under the directing weak 
jadgm^it; but the conunon indulgence of children in their 
caprices, proceeds from ^^e want of sufficient affection, or a 
selfish r^ard to our own ease.^ To pursue steady and salutary 
measures, niecessary to the healthy education, and happiness of 
children, may be often attended with.pain and anguish to our- 
selves, but hfrrdly ever to them. Parent usually aljege^ in excuse 
for not ac^ustij^ deviations, that they have not the heart to cpr^ 
rect ; that they cannot bear to see children suffer, or to hear 
th^em cry. With the affectation of tenderness, they aire guilty of 
actual inhumanity ; they suffer the springs and principles c^ 
their fiiture characters to be weakened and iipired, because 
Aey have AOt sufficient affection to eiit(^ their desires an4 
views to the general haziness of their offspring : and thepro- 
bdl:)iility and .project of future wretchedness make no impres- 
sions on their hearts. But they cannot bear td ha^e little 
caprices-cbedted, or irregularities of temper sn|ptheye4 and adr 
justed; because, though they have no hearts, they ha.ve.ou^ 
ward senses, which are affected and dlstturhed by the .exclama- 
tioiis and cmnplainjts of the children. Thcsie pfurepts axe to be 
found in the idBs^^f sentimental morali^ who make hjlgh pre- 
jtensions to virtuoua afifectiotis, and ^ who have no feeling hut 
for tkemsdives." 

. Mh .Williams . consi4ers ^^ correction," as a brutal id^ 
^^ Sodily punishniettt," aiccozding to Jiis system, '^ is nei^e^ ne^ 
eesiary witk diildreh, unless thejr have been injudiciously 
managed, and then it would not be used by a wipe nian, who 
•had. time tpiho^ recourse, to iindticeflieftts^ .. Puni$hm^t>" 
adds hej «. i^ rtiW tSBpefitoA oHg»dt»no* and vied;. as it i^ tl^^ 
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tuantier of a savage to use violence on a machine whose move^^ 
tnents are obstructed. Wisdom. never punishes because it can 
adjust; and it corrects errors by removing their causes* 
CSiildren, who have the good fortune to be under the direction 
of wise and virtuous parents, by having their little deviationii 
observed and adjusted in tim^ eiyoy present bajqiiness in a 
much greater degree than others ; while the essential princi- 
ples of ftiture excellence are takii^ firm root in their minds." 

Mr« W. also considers it as a <x>mmon error on the part of 
parents, to contanpkte riches as the means of happmess. He 
deems this error fatal to children ; and hefimdes it almost in« 
credible, ^' that men, in a state of omsid^rable civilization and 
knowledge, should have been generally employed in procuring 
for their children all the means of happiness except the capacity 
of enjoying it" " Parents," it is added, " either wholly neglect 
every ratiomd method of fonning the temper and c Wacter of 
infancy, or entrust it without choice or con^deration to those, 
who o0er on the cheapest terms ; while th^ themselves purstie 
the arts of accumuli^ng wealth, of obtaining honours, or pro- 
curing pleasures. Children form their t^iniaiis, and learn 
their morality, not firmn the lessons they occasionally hear, but 
frciia the examples before them. They disrq^ard the formal . 
precepts of low and wretched schoolmasters, and pant for the 
moment when they may accompany their parents in paths 
strewed with gdld, and have their hours and days dissolved in 
Measure. 

^< I have been severely animadverted i^on, for presuming 
to charge the present times with barbarism* I should be glad 
to be directed in denominatmg the unnatural inattention and 
want of wise and manly r^ard, in parents for their ofispring* 
Men and women of fortune seem to be the only unnatund 
brutes in the creatioQ. They alone produce their children, 
without affection ; and when bom, diey alone desert, or leave 
them to the care of any who will take them from mercenary 
tnotives. They cruelly withhold that food from ih^ youi^ 
wJ^eh all other animals delight in administedng; nsk tlmr 
lives to avoid the tender offiee of benefice love^ and prevent 
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the pQBi^bility of fiuming the first sparks of domestic affeeticm. 
And, when they have thrown their dittcbren intor Uie haads of' 
nurses a^ sdiioolmasters, they betake th^fnselvcs with great sa* 
tis&ction to cares and empk>yinents better siuted to their cepa- 
cia ; and b^sltow expence, attrition, and trouUe, of wUch 
thi^ think their children unworthy, on inferior aninuds, wI4(Ch 
they render proper associates for theoiselves* {s itwoipdoifida 
the children of sw^ persons are not properly prepared for tl|^, 
staticms? — ^that any fix>lish cuslQm9 prevail in spools?*-— 
that we are taught as many langnages as were given at Babe^ 
lAd with the same effect of ccmfusing and ruuiing oiir i^teUr 
lect^ ? — and, that a method of making a child heakhy, h^sn^ 
virtttoos,^ and intelligent, would be inccmiprehensibley oar treated^ 
with rkhcule V , 

After these preliminary observations, we are toId» that 
^ education is the art of preparing a child for the duties of 
life/' The primary object of attention is the bod^. It requires 
both ^dgment and care, to assbt its growth and health ;^^.andK 
to form the first organs of aendbility, so m to receive ju^ vasX'^ 
pressions* The S^>artan policy was far too rigorous and unra-* 
luting: for the mSaj^% a<]yudged unlScely to beccHue heaUiy 
and useful, was immedialiely put tQ dei^ H^s position is^ 
forced, ftom. the case of Agesilaus, ^hpse debility and defor^ 
nuij had nearly procured his condamnatii^. B^rscms of « 
diatinguiAed, rank hf^ve in many instances b^^ pr^si^^ 
firom a lingering death by being si^itcbed <^ fixnn the bqsQm c^ 
an enervated mother, in>m the fetid air of her <d)a«ib^r,a9^ 
poison of cosmetics ^d perftunefy^ and put t;o thie wh^^^on^ 
far^aat of a hardy peasant, suffered constantly V> (^"ei^l^ ^. 
eleo^ent in which it must live^ and tossed and tumped i^ 
life and activity; The heroes of aaticjin^ are feigi^ too^f 
hiabb^^riigCHnr, and prudence to this precairtiim €^^ru%0Qii)4 
not haive^be^ the victor and i4ol of A^a, if he had b^BOL i^pipfv 
tttired by Ma^daoe; he Is therefore said to have I^^ffi In^oi^t 
^ % 9lMiBh(Mr4b The foimder^ Ronpawaa oi^Mjip^ed to • 
wol& Ii^la^.wyMmd nii^heal^^ 
Wjr^* ' .'-■ • - 
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pur author next censures ^^ the injudicious and inhuman ' 
measures usually adopted unda* pretence of tenderness and 
kindness. Thus^ the child is taught to dread every wind that ' 
blowsk; and is made to believe, that the element in whidi he ' 
is destined to live, is his greatest enemy. This; is not a fan* 
dfid or exaggerated description. In communities called civi- ' 
lized, where riches are obtained by industry, but misemployed 
by injudicious luxury; where fortunes are provided for young 
people, and where young people are not prepared for the use * 
or enjoyment of their fortunes ; the greater number of those^ ' 
not ux^der the necessity of labour, are totally nseless to tb^^ 
world. Tliey live for the j)re6^rvation of their lives ; or, hav- 
ing been taught to apprdiend injuries and dangers from eiartb, ^ 
air, water, and every thing around them, they die daily, and^ 
imdergo for years the terrors and injuries of a disscJuticm, 
which nature has ordained but once." 

At length, when the fitculties of the man devdope ; or, ^mheii 
the sold has possession of the bodt/^ the business of education is 
generally comm^iced. The first years of life^ we are told, are 
left to ignorance or accident; and the disposition, t»as, and^ 
character, thus formed at random, are either rmidered means of 
distinction, or subject to the permanent restraints of prgudice 
and custom. ^^ Education is an appreiiticeship for the employ* . 
ments^ o£ life." What are those- employments ?• — good bus-' 
bands and wives ; good parents ; dutifol childr^ ; affectionate 
relations and fiiaids ; useful members of communities ; and 
benevdeiit citizens of the world. The prihcii^es of tbese du- 
ties are in all men similar ; and the meiasures to be taken with 
all children, to render them moral agents, are similar' also, 
lidiicatioii siiould consist not of preempts, but of exercises con-^ 
nected with such important sitnations. We never n^isappre- 
hend the object^ wh^ qualifying youth for any inSnrior occupa- 
tion or employment. In that case, we do not fiimish maxims 
to be committed to memory; for, we see a good mason or car- 
penter canxiot be fonnfed by rules <m the use of skme or of 
.timber;*^ we exei'cise persons designed for sudi emplojnnents 
in their practical brandies, and haodly ever foil <^ a<^mplisb- 
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ing our purposes. This is the method pointed <iut by reason, 
by philosophy, and by' the wisdom and practice of antiquity, ill 
the instruction of man for the duties of life. 

** To act on pubKc theatres, men are immured in colleges 
with priests ; and,^ to discharge the duties of society, women are 
shut up in nunneries and convents, or in boarding schools re- 
isembling them in inconveniences and vices. There, super- 
stition, mechanic order,' and poor unwholesome diet, check the 
vigour of the body and mind, or break the spirit into a dispo- 
sitionf to be ever insincere, hypocritical, and servile. This is 
die description of modem education. 

** Youth should be habituated to temperance ; and prepared 
for the accidents of life, even by occasional abstinence ; but, 
while children are guarded against intemperance, they should 
be fidly fed with nutritive and generous fiwd; and the lessons 
of abstinence should appear to them to be moral, not econo- 
mical. The present scanty diet has fatal effects on their con- 
iSdtutions. Disorders occasioned by repletion are easily re- 
moved; those occi^ioned by inanition seldom or never. Children 
starved in ^our little sdiools, never become vigorous and healthy." 
It is far worse, we are assured, in respect to females; and it is 
here intimated as a general truth, that *^ hardly a young person 
bred up at a boarding school, can suckle her own children !" ' 

Do you wish to induce a child to love his brotliers and sis- 
ters ?— -'do not enjoin it as a duty : for injuncdon cannot eflfect, 
it may obstruct, your pui'pose. Produce connexicms, or good 
officeis' between them, and ybu will obtain the object. Do you 
wish to r^^idef a boy susceptible of the great passions of lov^ 
friendship, patriotism, and universal benevolence? Do not in- 
flame^ or enfeeble his caning mind, with the glowing strains' 
of ancient or modem elbiqnence on these subjects ; train him itt 
the actual exercise and art of sacrificing present gratifications, 
to those at a little distance ; and teach him by repeated expe- 
rience, that evei^ pleasiii^e k midtiplied by the participation 
of others. This is the art of education. .. 

Reason aiid custoih are at variance in their motiv^ ; fthd 
they di£to in the means of acquiarh^ th^ir objiect^. The in- 
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structions of natare are by trial an^ esjip^rience; those of edit- 
cation, by words, manners, and precepts* Childmi vbeh ptft 
to school, are literally ^72^ io books i under the care of "a man, 
who is merely a librarian in authbrity. With |liin, learnif^ is 
every ihing; and the use of learning — is to be learned. 

" The plan in general credit is, that of which authority or 
fear is the principle ; for the same reason that arbitrary govern- 
ments, under various forms have been genei'ally estal^hed. 
Every understanding is competent to vrield the sword of a d^- 
pot ; while the arrangements of political and civil liberty, seem 
to be barely within the reach of human talents. In education, 
every solaom and pedantic brute, may terrify feeble and helpless 
infancy into convulsive efforts : it may be bardy in the power 
of the wisest mind to comprehend the taidencies and direction 
of the human frame; to assist without controlling its powers.; 
and to correct its deviations, without destroying the i^irit which 
may occasion them. In both cases, the easy method is adopted 
by ordinary understandings, who still extilt in superiority of 
numbers, and in the difficulties which embarrass ai^ defeat the 
effoirts of those, who quit the public patl^ for the labyrinths of 
regulated liberty, or of reasonable education. These enthii- 
.^asts, these visionaries, as they are commonly delMxmiriated, are 
not likely to be reclaimed, or indeed, to relinquish their hbpe^ 
by the rq)roach and ridicule of opponents. Estimating the 
blessings of liberty, or of a reasonable and humiane'educatixBl, 
by effects in detached and imperfect instances, their imagina- 
tions form splendid ideas of perfect systems, executed with wis- 
dom and probity. Though these ideas may never be realized, 
y^t, like perfect forms and inodds in the arts, th^ are ever f re- 
aelitto the mind of the artist, who enlarges his sattafaction and 
pleasure as he approaches and copies them." 

Xt was in vain that Mr. Williams attemjpted toobtairi assistance 
Jl-om books; even Rousseau, proved unavailing, as be tfaoia^^ 
Ju9 plan of leaving children wholly to themselves, or Io emj^ 
tiiem only in such exercises as invigorate their bodies, << had 
ao fnu^ the ch^ractet rf brutality, as^ be inadmissifaie.^ Ifot- 
■iw^thBtpidyig thte d^ltratict^ our auth(»r i^peats to hwe eofiied 
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the knons of the author of JSntft^ on n variety of oocasiond, 
morie espedaSly when the latter took the andentd for his models. 

Truth, he sap, was his first object; and he soon found, 
that the exorcise of authority was productive of hypocrisy; 
iiutoul of " fordi^," therefore, he recommends children to 
be " led" into onployments. Were the " driving of a hoop, 
ia the streets, to be assigned as a task," adds he, *^ the amuse- 
ment would disappear, and this species of dexterity, resolu- 
doct, and perseverance would never attain its present perfec- 
tion : the boy who now overcomes the difficulties of crowds, 
would then be obstructed by the first passenger, and wearied . 
wHh the sli^test exertion." His experience at length taught 
hiaif ^^ that th^ common method defeats its own end by en- 
deavomnng to anticipate it; and that the first years of iniancy 
are misemployed in studies which might prove the ornament 
* or &lidty, of more advanced periods." 

in conjunction with one of his pu]nls, he commoiced the 
study of natnral history, a subject then but little known to 
himself; and he soon found that tlie boy was fiirnished with 
occupations suited to his powers, and boundless as his curio* 
fiity. The properties of wood and iron were examined, in 
their native fivests and Inines ; and the labours of the carpenter 
and Uacbonith superintended, when brought mto use, for 
the purpose of trade and domestic econ<Hny. They also, at 
the same time, read ^^ Emile," and ^^ perceived its system to 
be a collection of maxims suited to ancient Greece, blended 
with the custcHns of American savages." But the fears, the 
jealousy, and intervention of the parents, soon put an end to 
these interesting pursuits. 

: On. another occasion, to render untruth cyiious, our teacher 
appeavs to have actually obtained a lying boy, from a workhouse^ 
by way <^ practically exhibiting to his scholars the danger, 
basewssy and inutility of such a base and cowardly habit 

Hd seems to have found the children of persons ci condition, 
•extPttn^ perverse at first; but not half so much so, accor^ng 
.to his notions, as tli^r parents The latter were irreclahnablel 
. <* Chfldren brought to riie/* observes he> *^ were vicious 
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men in naioiatiiFe. The business of fasBkic^ble edacatioa^ 
coiiduGted with ost^tation and expeixceJn private fionilies, 
is onthefmnGiples of artificial gardening; and the pupils are 
hot-^house plants. Their progress and beauty dazzle or sur- 
prise superficial observers; but they.sick^i at the first braath 
o£ connnon air ; they have latent insipidities discernible to a. 
natural <»: accurate taste, and they ffule or perish wiA the 
Tapidity they sprung up. — My actual business was generally 
differ^it &om the direct execu^oa of my plan. Quki^btn 
says, those who would learn music of Timotkeus, vnere obliged 
to pay. double pricey if they bad any previous instructicni. it 
required xm^e judgment and/ddioacy liian i could alwajrs 
command, to. dissolve the meretricious, chamffi of refined a£Ebc- 
tation or. to correct passions forced into^matunty^: witfaoMt oc* 
citing resentm^its, which would have disappmi^bed aB mj 
purposes. The immediate danger, was fr(nn th&eady fematioB 
of vicious habits ; espedally. when the gprowth .and. vigour of 
jHremature passions w^e considered, by parents^ as indici^on& 
of superior characters." . . ^ 

It was the fixed opinicm of Mr. Williams, that without the 
confidence, of the pupil all th^ important fmrposes of education 
are lost; and he seemed to tlun)c, that the character of a boy 
at school, is his character for life. In his time, he was only 
acquainted with three usefiil books:. Comenius's ^Janua 
Linguarum," " Spectacle de la Nature," and the " Precqitor.^ 
Happily since that period, we have be^i provided, with a mul- 
titude of useful works, and it will be the faidt both of.tbe pre^ 
sent and the next generation, if they be not more, wise thaa 
the precedmg ones. 

.. It must have been seeii in tfie course of this work, . that Mr. 
Williams, while a young man, was eager to overturn mai^of 
what he deemed, the prevailing errors of the times; a«d if not a 
desperate zealot of political reform, that he was, at J^east, de- 
sirous of profiting by the lights afid knowledge of. the. age m 
. which he lived. He accordin^y ha3ed the^ eon^mfRfimieiit 
^of the French Rev<dutfon as an ^poch peculiarly. foartvo^Uie, 
not only for the iiation itself, but ajap for the human speeies^ 
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With some of Uie adoi^ on tkift great scene lie was persontifiy 
acquainted^ paffticukrfy widi ftissot, -whom he had known in 
£i4|kiid; andwho, like himself wasnot onfyad^ted tolito- 
ratare^ but had beai at one time employed alio, in the educa- 
tion^ ctf youth. 

At aneariy period of the revolutimi, and while a* yet it re* 
nmned unsnilied with cmnes of any great magnitude^ Mr. 
WilHams, widi Dr. Pri^tly, Sir James Mackintosh, and some 
other distingnidied Englislnnen, were dedared French CStisens, 
by the Legislative Assembly. So<hi after this, when Louiff XVL 
mas at lei^th persuaded to fixrm a new administri^bn from 
ainengdiose in dictct o{q>osition to his, govettetamU it was 
dekanmned to invoke his assistance in the formation of a 
new eonslka^oa; and he was accordingly invited to I^is, 
by: Roland,^ thai minister of the home departmait. . He ac- 
-coxdiEk^y repaired thMier; but he wa6 neither seduced by this 
flattsring dtsdnc^KHi, nor lad to augur any but the most sinitlter 
j&fmxt&f from the character and conduct of those in' power* 
He beheld the Jacobins' active, indefatigable^ ai^d sanguinary; 
ivhUe on the other haiidj he perceived that the Brissotins, as 
tdiey were then caBed, w»e passive, credulous, and utterly 
inciqpable either of promptitude or decision. 
A Jtfodame Roland, in her &mous << Appeal to Impartial 
Posterity,'' while giving an account of hei* husband's second ad- 
nunistrati<Mr, expresses high respect for the talents of our author, 
as one of those cctoiected wiA the new destinies of France. 

** Pain^*' observes, this celebrated female, ** is better cal- 
cukted to make a revolution, than form a new constitution. 
He details and establishes those great principlies, of which the 
expofiiticm strikes every eye, gains the applauses of a club, 6t 
-mmtes the^aithusiasm of a tavern; but for cool discussion in a 
cmnimtHe^ or A^ i^bgular Mxmrs of a legislator, I conceive 
David Wilhams iilGnitely more proper. Willikms, although 
* ma^ a French citizen also, was not chosen a mebiber of the 
conveBtionj in which he would hive been of more use ; but 
'Was ini4ted' 1^ the goveriiment to repafr to Pimsj where he 
^passed several month's, and frequently coiiferred' with the most 
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^efiveT^pipmm^iM^^^ A prrtfai»d- tfeMaer tod 

abiism wjlkb C096tit«l^ their misi^. 

<^ I saw him from the very first time, tlmt he V8w» pasetent 
«| t]|0 sittiiigs of the assembly, une^ at' the diaotdercf die 
dehat^ afflkted at the ii^cptcees^rosed hyihe pdhnm aod 
m doubt wlietU^ it ware posi^ble for such men, tnsneh dr- 
&m09nc^ e^r to decree a national o^Dst^oticm. I canoot 
help tftjufciT^g that the kaowledge which he dien wocprndd 
9fh9$ we wer«i, attached hun more strongly to his coiiiitiiyj to 
wMcIl he w^ impatient to retiim. < How is it posaiUe^V said 
Jl^e jbo m^ ^ &r men to debate a ^esticHi^ who are 
pf liatening to e^h <^her ? Your nation does not even 
pdin# to preserve that external deeen^ which k of ibo mudi 
jOCWfHPqiynoe in public assemblies: agi^maaner, cairfile^^ 
nmfh nn^H' sloy^y person^ sate no reoommendatioBaof a logi»- 
htm; nor is any thing indifl^rant wUdk passes in pdblkv nnd 
•of which the efei^t is repealled every day ?' 

<^ 43ood beavn^ I wjbat wrald he say at this time^ if he 
m^f^toaee our s«natws dinsssed, since the Slst of May,.lske 
waterm^ in l<mg tr4>wseri» i^jacket» anda o^mthdiehoimi 
iol* jtheir sl^rts <^^b^ and swearing, and geHicnIating like 
4rmikeiiisam-cufott^P He W((»}ld tbinkitpeifetidynati»sl^ 
i)m people to tr^t thmnUk^^ their laqqmqfs. and for ^ whak 
nation debased by its exces^^es, to. Qroncb beneath the rod^ 
die first despot who shall find mepm to r^we it ^Offufajec- 
tion* ^-^ Willisxns, is eqpui}ly r^vnpitfmit tg fiU a; {dace in die 
j>a4iament or the s^»uat^ and wiU ^iM^ry wi|J» hm tiiie d^pi^ 



H^ doubtless obtained this liul/s a^Nrobiitioii in ^Mne- 
quince o( his thorough hatred and disapprobatkm jrf! ^ 
Js^obins. The?^ were considered by him a^spiMnyferow^ 
inonsters, the declare and irreconcUeable en^mie^ of a&^^ 
-t^ns calculftted to restrain their passipi|«. tike h^te%: he 
t^i4ie4^ b:^ aoine ^9^ ^^^Iw ^ iMit dowti and t0. pm^ 
^o\)e^vti^ qi(wy^ ^tliur^criwes^ thf imid&<€ b^MtrMim 
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t6 hif«ie hem ^resdy deeply imbiied by aatic^tion. Hot 
dught It to be fitf gottra, that from the very first» he couifiseUed- 
li|& praMrvatkxi of the king, and augured the most sints^r 
events from his decapitiUioii. 

^ On Mr. Williams's return, he widied to complete the con<- 
tinuadon of Hume, a work which he had undertaken at .the 
special request of a q)irited individual, who had already pro« 
Tided a series of most superb and expensive cc^per-plates. 

But^ as our author had been recently in France, and the 
part he had taken while there, was cruelly and grosdy mis- 
r^^esented, the fiiTOur of the court and ministry could 
sottrcdy be expeeted to such an undartafeing. A ooml^roidise 
ibmeSmt eimad, and a sum of m<mey was tendered and a^ 
cepted imder tlK head of indeimificatkm. 

l&r» WiUiamSi was now getting (dd» wiAoQt beoomsng rii^ 
ImiiDiiilb too had fiukd, and infirmities of every kind seigitied 
fe$idy to asAail bim« A paralytic sBk&tian h^i^ tbreat^ied 
ISO suspaid the use of his limbs^ he fanovid to Brdmptoli^ 
$. chsM^ of mr, and waUA^ house there^ for a considerable 
pc^fiod Bat his £»rt«ne was^ not ericuk^ed to support this 
tkmrgfft md te wa$ fim^ed hf $Qt^ that ftUia^ Vke Bm^ 
vog^io,: tiil» misety in his <M ag% he woidd be refused admit-* 
lanfje^ pcrhiqps, iolo that very bospilal, ivbkb he himsdlf had 
Iwttad.^ But das was noC the case, for m the eontrai^ in 
! g iiiii c4 mmee of fltt kind reoomm^dation of Loid Pdbani, 
mom Earh of Ohidiesteir, and a large body dP the subsdribarsi 
he was:*innttd to take up his abode in the hou^e of ihe 
literary Fmc^ Gerard Slre^ Soho. There, in the character 
tf a risUlmtuny dnrec^mr of the kistitutioQ, he was to be daily 
seen, aiid: api^ied to. He sat diicfiy in the drawing^-roon^ 
irillft a mavUe bust of Mr. Newt<m^ im eminent b«ie&ctor to 
thesoci^^ dn one side of him, and anodier of himself in ihiB 
cfiporite comer. These lutd been exeeuted by exi aUe iartnt, in 
iiw i iS4u ence of a vote of iiam society, and were consecrated t» 
gratitude! 

f jbrtUs hononrable 'asylmn, Mr. WiHiamB was carefhlly 
^Mfoied by his fiieoe^ to wten be ^vievy ]oisop€3^ bequeatfied 
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the buUc of Im &rtune, whibh^did not exaeei a fisw hwdfe4 
pounds. After a gradual decay of- some years,; h^ Itt kust. 
cafanly resigned his breath,, on the S9th. of June,. IBl^ and 
was interred on the succeeding Saturday, in St. Anne's diuncb» 
Soho, where the fc^wing simple inscripti<»t marks. the {riaoe 
of his sqiidchrec r 

David Williams, Esg. 

AGED 78 years: 

Founder of the Literary Fund. 



' In his person, Mr.WillkiDs k^eis tall, and wdl pro|ior-^ 
tibned; he had been once accounted hanfbome; ahd mmf- 
always particularly attentive to bis chress. In his manners, he 
was courteous and a£bble, and contrived at leasigtli to Attach 
to him a number of req>eetable genfel«Enen, whose pibuifiiCB 
were eminently hostile both to the pc^tical' and religioa& creed 
wliieh he had originally professed. 

' In req)ect to the rdigioui? tenets, at one time entmtamed: 
by Mr. Williams, we are not fully prepared to descant, be- 
cause we are hot acquamted with their predse import and ten- 
dency. It appears from his own works that die <^ini<His ^vdiidi 
had gone abroad on this subject, were emin^stly uilfirfenAy to 
his view8,^s a teacher of youth. Witlmut meenii^ to alfeid 
the slightest sanction to any thii^^ contained in the toikri^ag 
qucytatiim, it is here- given merely with a view €f conmij^og 
some of his early opinions, both on the subject.dT edQcatkm 
and religion, and diat too precisely in his own words : 
' *^ In a state of ^general eflfervesoence, when the q^irit of 
curiosity is impelled by strong: passions, Ae aid of rdigioft is 
thought requifitet and some idei» of religion are unavoidable^ 
On this subject I am not usually lefl to my own . jai^Qpnent : 
an opinion prevailing that I must be averse to* rdigio»s prin- 
ciples, the female intarest of fiunilies is ^Lerted Jn. precatttbns 
against my influence. 

'\ ^ I can allow forprepossessions,' or any^ tUng analogous to 
primapte; but I abhor profligacy^ If the women ase sapa^ 
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» 
8titi(Ni8|- the^m^n are uniMriiicipled: while tlie mother is anxi- 
ous the child be not omtaminated with philosc^h^, the fiilher 
wishes religion to be formed into aconvenient dress, to be put 
on CT off at the pleasure of the wearer. It is my misfortune 
ia common. with thousands to disbdieve pretensions to divine 

'communications, which have popular sanctions* I call it a 
mi^riune because in the present conditicm of society, it is 
attended with inconveniences; and whatever ma^^ allied of 
the motives to free thinking, thi^ do not generally furnish 
comp^isatioiui for its disadvantages, or injuries. Hence the 

'Oootradictory pheruxnena of the moral world ; whence know- 
ledge is gradually dissipating prejudice; without affecting the 
forms of rd%ion or diminishing the number of its votaries. 

*^ The eaq>eriment I made on the sulgect, at some expence 
to i^ peace of my mind, and the convenience W my fortune^ 
has fomished information which, cannot be obtained by every 
enquirer ; and die results, if establishments were demolished, 
every thing wearing at this time the form of* religion would 
be extinguished. You will perceive I do not allege thefiict as 

. an argnmeiit for estaUidmients : they form the great a^lum 
of nnpriacipled hypocrisy. The general murmur of good- 
will intending the first intimation of my design, expressed the 

^ imbes of thousands ; but they ventured iK>t beycaid*a wish: 
aMl many <^ those who flew to the standard of liberty ^before 
l3st/ej had ^estimated the inconvem^ice, have atoned for the 
impirudem^ by fm humiliating species of recantation ; or sunk 
iQ3U>'Ae raidcscf superstition, with precautionary accumtda- 
tions of insincerity. Rdigton shdters infidels in disguise: 
it is the fi^ime <^ incautious smcerity, or improvident rash- 

' ness to be branded with the unequivocal marks of irrdigicm. 
^ No man, believing tl^ admirable provisions of nat^ue to 
be superseded by those of revelation, will treat it widi eon* 

^ tempt, or even with habitual negligence; yet contempt of 
reKgion is the disposition, not of prc^^ssed firee^thinkers, for 

- they are actuated by a different sentiment; it is the general 

' dii^^osition of the times : no persons ndicukit so frequeidy, 
or vrith' so much pleasurr^ as those who. save appearances re- 
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^ipectiiig it with the multitude or who are an^poslad in i 
aod Affluence by its emolumaits* 

^ The pretensions of divine messengers are^not, lOiine^ 
xnott^ o£ light discourse* They are in my ^ncece aj^NnehcB^ 
si<H^^ among the most fruitful and pemieious sources o£ii^ 
posture, or oppression ; they diedk industry by the supportof 
opijlent classes^ constitutionally allied to illegitimate power; 
aiid they produce greater evils in hunjan societies, tibto sny 
other causes in my knowledge. If I ever refer jto then,, it i» 
not with trivial ribaldry, but with serious concerp, or ijadigmmt 
i^orrence. I am not, however, the apostle of irrdigig^ 
.The baneful tree has struck its roots too deejdy for my sQr^QgUi. 
I would not encounter the numsters that guard it, to,te«r.^ 
a branch, or to scatter a few leaves." 

It spears, that the subject of this mem<^ was very cwtiaQs 
of attempting to make proselytes. Whatever his owb dpi^lM^ 
might have been, he never ^ied to infuse them into the 
minds of his pnpils. ^^ Persons^" adds h^ ^^ having re^o^^rse 
to me, in education, have therefore notlungto apprehend from 
me* While I scorn the affectation of seitiments I dissj^^irove, 
J can respect sinceritjr, even in pernicious prejudices; i^d I 
avoid all discus$i(m of opinions denominated rd%ious. This 
conduct is so consonant to my inclinations, it is become a 
habit of so easy a nature, that &milies who have been iMPy 
jrears connected with me in education, suppose me a d^^- 
izum in the full exercise or practice of ^customary duties; and 
.fire^pientiy wish me to perform sudi occasicmal offices as mi^t 
^ive them c^portunities of pecuniary compliments. 

/^ Ko proposition," says he, ^^in one of his discourses, can 
be incontirovertible, if the following be 90^"— McHraLj^ik)- 
,B0[^ to be as useful as any other science, should J3e a&free^ its 
'E>^9^3?^ deduced fro^i experiem^ not fypm autb^^; Jibwel 
and infonned minds have generally been cenvuuM^ . of tiiis 
^ tiruth ; and the convictum operated in various mefho^P^ for: the 
.adirantage of lodejy. Ti^ re^^t they iinprfss^pn their ^ 
qujliffjbynfflv tlae infliiepce of tbm cgoif&:B9l^,^ imlms^ 
. were 4^ourable ^. the Ji^Uerest^ ^f i|um]MAd.i: 6«t mmti pU- 
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losc^hy Y^aaiaed in a gp^es af ob^itrity ; 8ei[iftetm«9 de^ly- 
clou^adby scorn or coatempt. It idemeA to me «ii enterprise 
of fome merit| to sdze an adyantageous spot, leftdinguarded bjr 
superstitious despotism : where the cruelties or injuries of ex^ 
hansted phrenzy had produced a suqiensidn of hostilities^called 
tcteratwn. The ground wa^ untrodden^ it had its i^icoiiveni^ 
ence^ perh^)s its dangers. The little interest or address in 
my power, cqutd not induce erne man to accdmpapiy me; and 
I. first occupied the post atone. 

<^ Whether a measure^ which may have some; e^ect in coft- 
tinuihg the alliance of morality and i^gion, can be justified, 
may be matter of future consideration. My present concern 
is, to diq^l the obscurities of ignorance or misappreh^8io% 
The injuries c^ malignity, I will^ if possible^ omt^nptUQUsly 
aviHd^ if not, I will endeavour to repd them. I i^ak b^re 
persons who have attended every step in the undertaking ; 
whose judgment I esteem more than any thing assuming th^ 
form or consequence of public <^inion. 

<^ In queuing the chapel in Margaret-street, it was my object 
to claim for moral philosophy, the toleration allowed the eictra- 
vagancies of gloomy enthusiasm, or the dogmas of ferocious 
sedition. Others had dared to think or write with fi*eedom; imt 
none had pheed morality at the side of siqperstition, by publicly 
teadung its doctrines. This otgect may not be oat of my 
view, whatever be the fluctuations of the society finrmed by ^e 
notice of my intention. I spei^ to the knowledge of many, 
tjiat I have neglected obvious interest^ and brdce valiurisle 
friendships to avoid the empiricinn of a sectary ; to adbier^ 
scrupuloudy to a daign, which I may yet see ijbcknpwkg^ 
in its utmost importance." 

Heconcludes, by observing ^^tJbat the impertiiKnite of .^- 
gar atbdism is similar to tl^t of a worm oo»;temningtlie |ystei;(i 
of Newton.'* 

It has abready be» seen in the coarse of th^ narrative^ th^^ 
Bfr. Williams was a great and zealous frieiid ix^fvuth\ ju^d h^ 
constatitly inculcated &s soaaam^ into the two sexes^ as wdi»r. 
pi^isably neceisiiry for bpth. {ie ap^rp^ ^f qivitti^' find 
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politeness, and conlidered merit and excellence entitled to an 
affectionate reception. But, on the other hand, the aflfect- 
ation of these qualities was most cordially detested by him> 
more Especially wh^i subservient to mean or selfish views. 

He was accustomed to condida: complaisance as something that 
occupies the interval between haughty obstinacy and mean servi-* 
lity. A mind harmonised by the union of knowledge and virtue, 
is prepared to tolerate infirmities or faults in others, which^ it is 
not inclined, to adopt; and vnth whidi it could not assimilate. 
He thought, therefore, that true complaisance might yield to 
the tempers or inclinations of others beyond the limits inva- 
riably prescribed to its own. Politeness^ he considered as a 
gradation of beauty and elegance in manners, seldom to be 
expected in young people. He also deemed this quality not 
unfrequently iii opposition to the virtues ; and often productive 
of great baseness, when employed to deceive women ; to sooth 
the vices and infirmities of princes ; to cajole private men out 
of their probity or property; and tof givie the appearance of 
benevolent condescension to selfish views. 

He detested deceit above aH things, and was accustomed tot 
observe, that as the camelion assumes every coloiir but white,' 
so flatterers exliibit all principles but that of honesty. When 
females have become accustomed to this ialse gratification and^ 
delight, he contemplated them as exactly in the condition of 
those unfortunate wretches who have acquired a taste for strong 
spirits, -and cannot live without them. 

Mr. WiHiams considered the plays performed occasionally 
at some of our public sdiools, as highly objectionable in point 
of decency and morals; and he expressed his opinions freely 
and firequently on this subject. 

Towards the close of his life, he appears to have changed, 
or raAer to' have outlived most of his friends. At an earlier 
period, as has been already noticed, he was a great stickler' 
for reform, both in respect to government and religion : but he 
now seems to have gradually relaxed, and as the society which^ 
he had founded was liberally supported by many gentlemen-' 
who held offices under government ; so we often beheld him in*" 
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his Utter days, connected both with eminent divines of the 
estaldished church and respectable (dacemen, who "wexe aMke 
eager to promote his humane views. 

For sixne years before his demise a gradual decline of mind 
as well as of body seems to have taken place, ^e was feeble^ 
and ndt only wrote bat uttered his sentiments with some diffi- 
culty. Although supposed to have been, at one period, gifted 
with a'considendde portion of eloquence, yet he was not fond 
of public spealdng, and for a long time previously to his dis^ 
solution, he'oonrtantly and studiously n^lected the (^portu- 
nitiesliflfordod by the usual complimentary toast, at the annual 
dinner : " to the founder of the Literary Fund." On those oc- 
casions, he remained silent, and declined to make any public 
return of his acknowleg^nents. 

We^hall conclude this memoir, with the following passage 
vrritten by a quondam friend and bic^rapher*. 

** The distinguishing traits of Mr. Williams' character, were 
^ boundless philanthropy and diidnterestedness; ^<idious of 
every acquisition that forms the taste^ but applying the 
strength of his genius to the arts of government and educati<m; 
as objects of the highest importance to the welfinre of nations, 
and the happiness of individuals. In his dress, degantly plain ; 
in d<miestic Hfe^ attentive to the niceties of decorum ; in public^ 
politely ceremonious; in all his manners dignified and distin- 
guished ; in conversation, animated ; in his person^ tall and 
agreeable^ having a ccanmandtng look softened wiQx affiibility.'' 

List of the Works of the late David JfiUiamSy Esq. 

1, Several single Sermons, published at different times. 

2. Letter to David Garrick, Esq. on his conduct as a man- 
ager and performer,. Svo. 1770. 

S. Essays on Public Worship, Patriotism, and Projects of 
Reformation, 12mo. 1778. 
,4. An Appendix to the above^ 12mo. 1774. 

5. Sermons-on Religious Hypocrisy, 2 vols. 8vo. 1774. 

6. Treatise on Education, 12mo. 1774. 
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7* PIftii of an ^cadmaj for tibe In3t]:uctioii of Youth, 1714*' 

8. The Philosopher; concktu^ of three PokmicjJ Convear- 
sations, 8vo« 1775. 

9. A Liturgy ; containing the uniyersid Princijfdes of Ee- 
ligion and Morality, 8va 177& 

10. A Letter to the Protesiiant Disseitters, on the Fditiad 
Conduct of their Body. 

11. A Letter to Sir George SaviUe, Bart, M. P. on the 
Nature and Extent of Intellectual Liberty, ^vo« 1779. 

12. Apology for, professing the Religioii: of Nature, &w^ 

13. Lectures oo, the Univerail Principles of Bid%ion and 
Morality, 2 vols. 4to. 1779. 

l*. Lettars on Political Lib^y, 8yo. 1782. 

15. Letters on Education, Svola. 8vo. 1769. 

16. A Plan of an Association on Const^ittiooal Princiliiesy 
small 8vo. 

17. Xfessons to a Young Prince, 8yo. (This wm never 
^bUdy avowed.) 

18. History of Monmouthahire, 1 voL 4to. wit)i plates Spofa 
drainngs, by his frigid the Rev. Mr. Gardener, Vicar of Bat-r 
tersea. - 

19. The first partx)f Ckims of literature, oHitaimng th^ 
origin, mocivesi ofegectsj and trantacdon^ of the Literaiy Fon^ 
avow 1803. (A new eikkax of this work, mih a shott life^ 
•fioompanied by a^ portrait t)f the author^ was piibU$hed by 
Mtssnk Nichols ai^ Benti^, in 1816.) 
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No. III. 
The Rev. JOHN DISNEY, D.D. F.S.A. 

1 HE presait, as well as the former volume, contains the lives 
of many eminent divines of the church of England, who have 
{lot only reflected honour on our national establishment, but 
also on human nature. * 

TTie article now subjected to the perusal of the reader, is 
int^ided to convey a biographical sketch of a distinguidied 
clergyman, who deemed it. proper, in the prime of life, and 
with the full possession of his faculties, to withdraw from that 
jevered institution, of which he was an ornament, forsaking 
aU prospects of ecclesiastical preferment, to profess faimsdf 
not only a believed in, but the pastor of a diffcfrent, and in 
dome respects, perhaps, an hostile faith.— jBef. 



T^e late Jcim Disney, D. D. is d^cended from a very ancient 
and respectable family in Lincolnshire. His father John Disney^ 
of Lincoln, Esq., possessed an estate at Swinderby, in that 
.county, and had several children, all of whom, with the ex* 
ception of one f , appear to have paid the great debt of nature. 

The subject of this narrative was born in the city just 
mentioned, on September 17y 1746. Bfing son of a gentle- 
man in affluent circumstances, he of course received a liberdi 

* See vol. i. Life of Dr. William Cleaver, Lord Bishop of St. Asaph, p. 16.; Dr. 
W. Jackson, Lord Bishop of Oxford, p. 92. j the very Rev. Dr. Vincent, Deaa of Wesi- 
ininster, p. 125., and Dr. Watson, Lord Bishop of jLlandaff, p. 429. 

f Mr. Disney, an elder brother, in consequence of a oiarriage with an heiress of that 
Dame, assumed the addendum of Fitche, and by this lady, obtained the estate of Dau- 
hury Paik in die^couuty of Essex* One ofhis daughters married Sir W. Hilary, Bart, the 
ptlwer became the wife of hej first cousin, Mr. Disney, a barrister of The fivncr Temple. 

VOL. 11^ . JB 
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50 DR. DISNEY. 

education. After obtaining a knowledge of the first prin- 
ciples of human learning at home, he was sent to Cambridge ; 
for his father was a whig ; and that University was then deem- 
ed favourable, both to the inculcation and developement of 
those principles which had produced the Revolution of 1688 ; 
and by placing William III. on the throne, paved the way 
for the introduction of the illustrious House of Brunswick to 
the government of these realms. 

Having been entered a member oi Peter-House, he scon 
distinguished himself by the amenity of his manners, the 
correctness of his conduct, and a taste and turn for sober 
enquiry and investigation. Being educated a member i^ 
the Church of England, he resolved in due time to ap- 
pertain to its ecclesiastical establishment. Accordingly he 
entered first into deacon's, and then into priest's orders, and 
became vicar of Swinderby, a small living in his native county, 
If we mistake not, in the gift of his own family. Although en- 
titled only to vicarial dues, this, whidi was his first preferment, 
from a variety of circumstances, became a very desirable ac«- 
quisition. He aft;erwards obtained the rectory of Pantcm, in 
the same county with the former. 

It was his good fortune, while at Cambridge, to be honoured 
with the acquaintance of Dr. Edmund Law, afterwards Bishop 
of Carlisle, who had been first a Fellow of Christ CoH^e; 
then Master of St. Peter's, and afterwards a Prebendary of 
Durham. This eminent, pious, and Hberal d^nitary of the 
Church of England, in 1760, obtained the bishopric of Car- 
lisle, soon after which he nominated Mr. Disney one of his 
chaplains. 

Meanwhile our young divine had passed through the 
intermediate degree, LL. B., and at length attained die dis- 
tinction of D. D. High prospects in the church were now 
opened to him, and he had every thing to expect firom the 
friendship of the worthy prelate under whose jurisdicticm 
he had some time lived, and beneath whose roof he oc- 
casionaUy resided. But Dr. Disney» bad entertained cer- 
tain doubts as to articles of fidth and modes of dtsdidine^ 
enjoined and laid down, by authority, and subscribed to by all 
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who acknowle^ed the jurisdicti(Hi of the English hierarchy. 
If the writer of this article be not greatly misinformed, he was 
not singular in respeet to his scruples. The articles^ about 
this period, had become a subject of atta:ition9 and many dia- 
tinguished members of the Anglican Church bad objected to 
their nature and tend^icy. An association was actually 
formed, and a respectable body, both of Churchmen, and Di8<- 
senters, held a meeting in London *, for the express purpose 
of petitioning parliament on this very subject. 

No relief having been obtained, but on the contrary, aH 
1k^ of alteration being cut off. Dr. Disney determined to 
ACt in stxict conformity to his principles and professions. 

Acccnrdingly, after due deliberation, he determined to with* 
draw entirely from the communion of the Church of England ; 
and therefore, in a plain, open, and manly manner, reagned all 
his preferments. 

He was, perhaps, induced, in some small d^ree^ upon the 
|>resent occasion, by the principles and practice of ihe vmrnti- 
able and Reverend Francis Blackbume, archdeacon of Cieve^ 
land, with whom he afterwards became so intimately connected, 
by an alliance with his &mily. This distinguished clergyman- 
was the author of the " Confessional, or ^ftill and free ^iqniry 
into the right, utility, edification, and success (^ establishing 
sy^ematical Confessions dT Faith and Doctrine, in Protestant 
Churches." That work was then much read, and had, at length, 
acquired no small d^ee of celebrity ; so favojurable, indeed, 
was he to the Dissienters, that a respectable body of them, resi- 
dent in the metropolis, wa» desirous to enrol sudi a distin- 
guished name in the list of their pastors, on the demise of 
Dr. CSiandler. 

Whatever his precise motives may have been^ the ccmduct of 
Dr. Disney Inust be allowed to have been honourable and dis- 
ixiterested. Me doubted —* olijected • — was ccmfirmed in his 
dissent '— « resigned his emoluments — cmd fimdly withdrew* 
At such a man as this, it was impossible for the finger of scorn 
to point; for the toogue of calumny to criminate; or:fortbe 
'«erpenl^4oot|i of Ugotry to assail 

* At the Feathers Tavern, Leicester Square. ^^ j 
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He was soon after an attendant at the Unitarian chapei, 
in Essex-Street, London ; and wh6n Dr. Lindsay, worn out by 
age ^d infirmities, ceased to preach there, he became the suc- 
<;essor of a man with whom he had acted for some years as a coad- 
jutor. As he supposed London was unfavourable both to his 
own health and that of his children, he declined residing within 
the immediate operation of its dense population, and smoky 
atmosphere ; but as a residence in its vicinity was convoii^it, 
he hired a house, and lived for dome years in Sloane-Street, 
Chelsea. 

' Meanwhile, the Doctor occasionally occupied his lebure 
hours with literary pursuits, to which he seems to have been 
addicted from his youth. So early as 1771, he had published 
3evteral of his sermons ; and as he considered " ale-houses,*' as 
the great seed-beds of vice, he some time after published 
*^ thoughts on licensing them." In 1783, he printed and de« 
tailed bis reasons for quitting the Church of England ; and in 
the course of the next year he published a " Dialogue between 
a common Unitarian Christian and an Athanasian;" in which 
his own peculiar tenets, as well as those of the sect ^ose 
doctrines he had embraced and advocated, are fully exhibited 
And tended. 

With the late Dr. John Jebb, the celebrated physician, who 
was educated, like himself, at Cambridge, where he obtained 
a fellowiship. Dr. Disney kept up a long intercourse, which was 
accompamedfor a series of years with the most sincere friendship 
and esteem. In many points of view, their characters exactly 
assimilated; they were both educated in the principles of the 
Church of England ; they both resigned their church pri^r- 
ments on changing their principles, and they were both con- 
-iiected by a bond of mlion, that has bound together the greatest 
and bes^ men of antiquity, the idem sentirede republica. This 
truly worthy man died in 1786, leaving behind him a most ac- 
complished widow, who, at an earlier period, had wielded her 
pen in behalf of her principles, and proved Victorious in a con- 
test with a cdebrated dignitary, who like a great man of an- 
tiquity, had the mortification "tq-fidl by^ the han4 Qf:a 
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On the deadi of Dr.Jebb, in 1787, Dr. Disney 
determined to erect, what Sit William Jones considered as 
the noblest monmnent to the memory of a literary man; and 
accordingly, in the course of the ensuing year, he published 
a memoir, in which he estimates the character, praises the 
patriotism, developes the religious opinions, and conveys a 
just and appropriate idea of the life of that truly pious, worthy^ 
and patriotic physician. 

On the approach of the French Revolution, no one more, 
truly rejoiced at those halcyon days then seemingly re- 
served for mankind, towards the close of the eighteenth cen- 
tury. He accordingly defended and justified the conduct of 
tlve National Assembly pn the principles of the British consti- 
tution; and rejoiced that they should take our Revolution of 
1 688 as tb^ great exemplar. But when a ferocious race of men 
ardse^ and dipped their hands in blood, no one felt more ab- 
horrent at their rapacity, cruelty, and injustice, than the subject 
^ of this narrative. From that moment he began to augur the 
most disastrous results, both in respect to the best interests of 
human nature, and those of his native country. Mild, peace- 
able, and orderly, he loved liber^ and equal laws; but he 
detested tumult; he hated disorder; he dreaded anarchy; h^ 
abominated persecution. 

The great sacrifices in point of ecclesiastical preferments, 
as well as the resignation of all his hopes, and all his ambi- 
tion, at the shrine of principle, have already been menticmed. 
And her^ it aSbrds no common pleasure to observe, that they 
were not unproductive of fiiture advantages, although then 
wholly unseen, and entirely unexpected. 

Dr. Disney had for mkny years been acquainted with Mr* 
Dodson, of Boswell-court, Chancery-lane. This gentleman, 
who led a retired life, was nephew to that great lawyer, Sir 
Michael Foster; and on his demise, he left a pretty, large 
portion of his property, which was considerable, between Mr. 
Seijeant Praed^ and the subject of this memoir, who were ap- 
pointed his executors. The latter afterwards wrote <* Memoirs 
ofhislife/'^ 

E 3 
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Nor was Dr. Disney less fortunate in respect to another 
character well known in the political world. — Mr. Thomas 
Brande, who had assumed the addendum of Hollis, in con- 
sequence of the will of Mr. Timothy HoUis, a person of singu- 
lar character, grefit worth, and exemplary patriotism. With 
this gentleman he had travelled through Italy; and their 
opinions and principles being of a similar teridency, the former 
unexpectedly found himself his heir, at his decease. 

Mr. Thomas Brande Hollis, never having been married, de- 
termined, like his benefector, to select an heir for himself; and 
accordingly pitched upon and educated a promising young 
man expressly for this'purpose. 

But the subject of his intended beneficence happening to 
die, at an early period of life, he determined to choose 
another, and accordingly, after a long and intimate acquaints 
ance, fixed on Dr. Disney. Their prindjdes, both political 
and religious, were nearly if not exactly the same ; the tnaiden 
ttster of the testator for whom he had amply provided, was 
old and infirm ; and he had no immediate relatives whatever. 
The Hon. Thomas Brand, son of Gertrude Baroness Dacre, 
and Knight of the Shire for the county of Hertford, to whom 
^is la3y bequeathed her fortune, was only a third ot fourth 
cousin. 

On die demise of Mr. B. Hollis*, Dr. Disney published a 



• Memoirs of Thomas Brand HolHs, Esq. F, R,S, and S. A. 
Of the ani^eston of this gentleman, we bate the following brief bat aotiientic 
account. 

1. John Brand, citizen and mercer of London, died M^ 6th 1708, leaving three 
80LS by his wife, whose maiden name was Ashby. 

2. Thomas Brand, Esq. of the Inner Temple, married Margaret Nichol, only da«gh- 
ter, and heir of John Nichol, of Chipping-Barnet, in the county of Herts, Esq. and was 
great grandfather of the Hon. Thomas Brand, of the Hoo, one of the present reprie- 
•entatives of that county. 

8. Timothy Brand, of the Hyde, near Ingatestone, Essex, having continutd fixr some 
time, the mercantile concerns of his father John, who appears to have been a sUjc- 
mercer, purchased the above estate in 17 18, and partly rt-built the niansion. Retir- 
ing from trade, he afterwards became a Deputy-Lieutenant and acting Magistrate for 
the county^ and served the office of Sheriff. By his marriage with Stfah, davgfater of 
Thomas Rickling, Esq. he left two daughters, Sarah, who marri^ Richard Giindal. 
.Esq. oi Austin Friars, and Elizabeth, a maiden lady, who died lately. 
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qoiurto ydluinc^ contaming his life^ v^ry appropriately adorned 
with a aumber of excellent engravings. This was int^ded as 



Thomas, his only son, of whom we are now about to treai, was born in 1719, and 
was educated, first at Brentwood, and afterwards at Felsted, in his native county ; 
thence he was removed to the college of Glasgow, and matriculated in the third claM» 
in 1X38« He attended the lectures of Professor Hutchin^n, and always entertained a 
high respect for that gentleman : his bust, indeed, was constantly placed in one of 
his apartments, in London. 

In 1733, he was admitted a student (^ the Inner Temple, and in 1741, soon after 
liit return from the north, appears to havO taken chambeM within the precincts of that 
Inn of Court. 

In the summer of 1748, he set out on his travels with his friend Mt. Thomas 
Hollis, and they returned together, during the winter of 1749. Next year^ he pro- 
cieeded by himself on his second tour through France, luly, and Germany, and con- 
tinue abroad until the summer of 1753. During this period, he became acquainted 
,wtth the Isordt North and Dartmouth, who were then also travelling on the oontlnent ; 
and he kept up a correspondence with the latter, after their .separation. 

Soon after his second arrival in England he was elected a member both of the Royal 
Society and the Society of Antiquaries ; he also became a Governor of St. ThomaTs 
Hospital, &c. While actively employed in town, during the winter, in a regular attendance 
on these and similar institutions, he cons^ntly spent the summer at his country seat. 
called the Hyde, in the embellishment of which, he appears to have taken great dellglit. 
In 1761, he completed his hall, under thesuperintendancc of that celebrated^architect^ 
Sir WilUam Chambers j and In 1772, obtained an alteration of some of the adjoining 
toads, to as to render the approach to his abode both more easy and more comfortable. 
There he, at length, finally settled, being determined to ** enjoy the peace of nature," 
in his own grounds. And there too, he «as frequently visited by the assettors of public 
liberty, particularly Dr. John Jebb, who appears to have delighted in this charming 
retreat. Alluding to what was felt by him during the spring, at the Hyde, a little 
before bis demise he observed z ** The sight of nature in her first exertions, is itself 
enoi^ to make a man better. I think I feci its force." He died soon after, 
March 3, 1786. 

In 1774, Mr. Hollis most unexpectedly obtained an addition of several thousands 
a yetr, to his patrimonial fertune, by the demise of a friend, who has been characterised 
as " an Englishman, a lover of liberty, iiis country, and its original constitution, as 
most nobly confirmed at the glorious revolution." In the course of the very next year, 
however, in consequence of certain rumours spread to his disadvantage on this voy 
aceoimt we find hiftt observing, in a letter dated Augtist 8, 1775, <' The bounty and 
hiunifieence of my friend, have dot contributed to my peace of mind, in consequenet 
of the malice and envy of particular persons. They began very early, and have eoB- 
tlt)ued to prevent that enjoyment, which I might have eipected : for after the severift 
examination of myself, I am not sensible that I have altered my principles, my manner 
of hfe, or conduct in general, or to any person in particular, but endeavoured to follow 
the example of my friend." 

Soon after this event, in addition to his own, he assumed iStit name and arms of 
'' HolUs," consisting of the pUeus, or cap <^ liberty, on a circular antique shield, gules, 
Studded within & botdet of twelve circles, or. The crest was formed of a wreath of the 
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a companion to the life of Mrr Thomas* HolKs, and it must, 
be allowed to exhibit a fine q)ecimen of the recent advance 



colours, gules and or ; a dagger in pale, pointed downward, argent. The hilt an owl in 
profile, or, standing on the guard, or, 

** At sibi dat clypeum, datacutae cuspidis hastam; 
** Dat galeam capiti ; defenditur aegide pectus/' 
- Ovid. Met. vi. 78, 79- 

tn 1780, he at length accomplished his wish of doing honour to the memory of hi$ 
deceased friend, by the publication of his life, in a magnificent quarto volume, ac- 
companied by an appendix of the same size. Both of these were adorned with superb 
'engravings, and the whole consists of a series of the best book prints that has everap« 
peared in England. The cxpence of this work must have been prodigious; it was 
never published, but given away liberally, both to distinguished individuals and socie. 
ties : in short. It was sent every where, and to every one, whence the least good to the 
c»use of public liberty was likely to be derived. To Mr. Archdeacon Blackbnme, who 
compiled the work, and who had befinre received the sum of five hundred pounds, in 
consequence of a bequest in the late Mr. Thomas Hollis's will, a noible compensation 
,was presented. It is greatly to be lamented, that this publication should have contained 
some stKong reflections against the Roman Catholics ; but the genius of the age, and 
the temper of the public niind, has since experienced great alteration in respect to 
this essential point. 

It is well known, that Mr. Thomas HoUis was desirous of being a member of the 
House of Commons ; and it nuw remains to observe, iliat it would have been fortunate 
for Mr. Brand Hollis, had he never attempted to become a legislator. On the dissolution 
of ParRambnt, in September 1774, r seat for the borough of Hindon, Was offered hiin « 
and as he was to be exempt from all personal interposition at the election, a zealous, but 
imprudent friend, having undtnaken to act as his agent, neither trouble dor dis- 
grace appeared to be attached to this transaction. He tras accordingly returned with 
the celebrated General Smith for his colleague; but^the election was declared void, 
and a committee of the House soon after declared, '* that the sitting members, and 
petitioners, had alike been guilty of notorious bribery." A proaeoution immediately 
ensued, and the defendants were sentenced to pay a fine of 1000 marks, and suffer six 
months imprisonment. 

The mUiury candidate, on th'is occasion, hired very expensive apartments, and lived^ 
in great splendour >vithia the rules of the King's Bench, but the subject of this memoir 
consigned himself, during that unhappy half year, to obscurity; and never thought on 
this affiiir, during the remainder of his life, without horror. 

During the American war, Mr. Brand HoUis was a strenuous friend to and advocate 
for tlie cause of the colonies. On this occasion, he appears to have been at considerable 
pains and expence in circulating what are called ** Liberty Tractt ;" he also encounged 
aeveml writers to publish on that syie of the question. 

It was. about this period, we believe, that he first became acquainted with Tliomas 
Faine, whose first work produced such great effect on the inhabiunU of the Trans- 
Atlamic continent. His portrait, ever after, occupied a conspicuous part in the house 
^ in Chesterfield-street, May Fair. 

Oix the eonclusion. of peace, Mr. Adams was appointed Minister Plenipotentiary firom^ 
tht United Stajies. of America, to the court of London ; and both this gentleman and 
his lady spent some time at the Hyde, both in 178« and 1787. On tlicir return eo 
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iilent of the arts in En^aad. And kt it not be forgotten here, 
that the two HoUises, together with the subject of this memoir. 



America, they became his correspondents ; and It would appear, from some of the Vice* 
President's letters, that he was then, at least, no enemy to regal government, limited 
by the laws. We have always understood, that the late Colonel Hamilton, one of 
General Washington's Aides-de-Camp, was a bold and open assertor of this doctrine* 
^ But soon after the demise of the President, the Federalists lost their superioritj ; and 
the republicans ever since, appear to have constituted a decided minority, at least, in 
all the elections. - 

The Afloericans had already nominated a HoUuian Prqfes$or, out of eompliment to 
so many of that name, who had been benefactors toHavrard College ; and in 1787, the 
University of Cambridge, in Massachussett's, conferred on the subject of this memoir 
the degree of LL. D. in the most flattering terms : ** Vir ille pisectahis Thomas Bfand 
Hollis Armiger, nostne reipublicae. literarise Harvadianse feuter beneficus, et liberalise 
&c.'' In addition to repeated presents, he bequeathed to this college the sum i^one 
hundred pounds ; and presented many books also to the Society of Arts, of which he 
hsid' been elected a meihber many years beiore his demise. 

As Mr. Hollir never was a member of the House of Commons, the drcle trod by 
htm was of course limited. In 17 80, he associated in forming the " Society tot Con- 
stitutional Information," the chief object of which was a reform in Parliament. Ac- 
cordingly, ill conjunction with a number' of independent gentlemen who had cq»po«ed 
die American war, and sincerely rejoiced at its termination, he continued a constati't 
attendant at the meetings, and a zealous promoter of the ends of its institthclon, in > 
cmnpany with the late Sir William Jones, afterwards one of his Mijcsty's Jndger, 
in Bengal ; John Home Tooke, author of the ** Diversions of Purley," and Ute M^. 
for Old Sarum j Sir Samuel Romllly, afterwards Solicitor-General ; Major Cartwright i 
Mr. Day, &c. ^fc. He also concurred, in 1780, with the Rev. Christopher Wyvill, 
Chairman of the Yorkshire Committee, in a petition to Parliament '' to enquire into 
and correct the gross abuses in the expendittire of public money; to reduce alt 
exorbitant emoluments; to rescind, and abolish all sinecnre places, and unmerited 
pensions:— and to appropriate the produce to the neeestities of the Stiate, in such a 
manner as to the wisdom of parliament should seem meet." 

Mr. Brand Hollis, who, as one of the ** Deputies for Westminster,** ippetn to 
haye assembled with Mr. Pitt, and others, at the St. Alban's tavern, was Chair- 
man of that Committee, the report of which was drawn up by Dr. John Jebb, contain^' 
ingastaiement of supposed grievances, He was also present in the character 6f4i 
" Deputy from Essex," at several other assemblies for the same purpose, in 1781, 
when the late Mr. Pitt also attended, and exhibited uncommon irarmth, eloqitence, 
and zeal, in behajf of a reform of what he was pleased to terin,^'the Commons 
House of Parliament." When that gentleman afterwards became minister, he, at 
three several epochs, moved the great question of reform in the representation ; and 
on all those occasions he was supported by the subject of this mepioir and his friends. - 
In 1786, Mr. B. Hollis, although differing in his religious opinions, became a liberal 
subscriber to the Protestant Dissenting Academy, at Hackney, an institution, whicli . 
after a brilliant commencement, and although supported by liberal funds, ceased to 
exist in 1796. In 1788, he was one of the stewards of the meeting for celebrating the 
centenary of the revolution of 1688 ; in 1789| he beheldi, with inexpressible delight. 
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possessed 3)ot only a fine tftste for, but w^e lil^eral e&eoiurager» 
ef the Various productiotis both of the chisel and the graver^ 

Dr. Disney expresses himself thus, in his preface to die 
memoirs, dated from "the Hyde, September 28, 1808." 

'^ No apolc^ is intended to be offered for the following 
sheets ; they will sufficiently speak for themselves. The gene* 
rous minded reader will approve the design ; and the bio- 
gfBpher trusts that the courteous reader will candidly accept 
the execution. He is not conscious of having mistated or 
misrepresented a single fact; or having concealed or em- 
blazoned a single trait of character. He scorns to offer any 
unworthy sacrifice at the altar of truth. He may also be 



the dawn of liberty in France; and saw with no small satis&ction, that it was as yet un- 
accompanied with bloodshed. ^ 

In 1793, he co-operated with Mr. now Earl Gray, and the *' Friends of the 
People/' in an attempt to procure a parliamenury reform^ and on February 34, 1795, 
was tttacked, in a boak^eller's shop> in Piccadilly, with a fit of apoplexy ; but he re- 
covered from this seizure, and his health happily returned. i 

In respect to religion, he was bred a Dissenter > but he afterwards became an . 
Unitarian. 

fh his character Mr. Brand Hdlis was mild, in his temjjier amiable, in his manners 
obliging. '* Preserve your serenity !" was a favourite maxim with him, and this he 
constantly recommended tQ all his friends. His cabinet of antiquities was both rare 
and Taluable ; and his taste in vertu was deemed chaste and correct. Like his pre- 
decessor, he collected all books, medals, pictures, and gems, connected with the cause 
of liberty; or calculated to inspire a love of it in other individuals, and among other 
aattops as well as hb own. He was indolent, however, and averse from business ; so 
that with a laige unincumbered fortune, he was sometimes in want of money. 

Wlien the house of Dr. Priestly was destroyed by a mob, in 1791, he made hun a 
liberal present; to Dr. Geddcs, in 1801, he transmitted lOol. ; and he was one of the 
first to subscribe to relieve Mr. Gilbert Wakefield, from the difficulties likely to acme 
from his imprisonment in Dorchester Jail. 

In 1801, he left London, for the last time, and expired on Sunday September 9, 
1804, at the Hyde, without a sigh or a struggle, as he was sitting in his drawing-room. 

He was buried in the chancel of the ettablished church, where a small sarcophagus, 
with the following inscription, has been erected to his memory. 

** Thomas Brand Hollis, Esc. 
OP THE Hydb, 

p. R.S. AND S.A. 

DIED SEPT. IX. MDCCCIV. AGED LXXXIT. 

IN TESTJMONT OP PRIENDSHIP AND ORATlTCOt 

THIS MOKVMENT 18 ERKCTCD 

BY John Disnky, d.d. r.s. a." 
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es:cus6d for repeating here what he has taken occasion to ob^ 
serve elsewhere ; — that under certain circmnttances, ** the 
tribute of friendship and gratitude became a debt of honour and 
of justice ; and he who agreeably to the customs of the ancients, 
* Does not sacrifice to Heroes till after Suv^set^ equally re- 
pels all suspicion of interest, and every petulant charge of 
designed exaggeration. • 

" These memoirs are not intended to be committed to the 
Ordinary forms of publication. The circle of private friends 
will accept with tenderness what is presented to them with 
tmmixed good will ; a few of our public Ubraries will continue 
to preserve in the company of its betters, this minor produc- 
tion in bic^raphy. 

** Some of the engraved plates which accompany the 
present volume, are given in deference to the taste of the 
writer's firiaid, and in confirmation of it ; while the introduc- 
tion' of others will gratify his own feelings. They will jointly 
give to this little work an increased interest in the estimation 
of those personal firiends from whose attachment and constancy 
he has derived some of the greatest comforts of his life. 

" The portrait of Mr. Brand Hollis was engraved from a 
drawing in crayons in the nearly part of his life. It was taken 
at the desire of his friend, Mr. Thomas Hollis, was carefully 
preserved by him, and considered as a correct .likeness. It 
might be added, that since his decease^ an artist of distin* 
guished ability was invited to make an effort with his diisel 
from memory : but the oj^rtunity was irrecoverably lost. 

" The two sections of the hall and staircase at the Hyde^ 
ww'e engraved for Mr. Brand HolUs, a few years bef(Mre his 
death, from the drawings of Sir WilHam Chambers, who ex- 
ecuted the design in 1761, as stated in the body of tlie work. 

" Of the figure of * Liberty,' or * Britannia,' (may the 
names ever be synonymous!) a correct account cannot be 
given. The design is miasterly, and the graver oi Bartelozzi 

* See a '< Memoir of Michtel Dodson, Esq." 1800; and the dedication of the in- 
comparable Joftin to Archbishop Herring 1752, prefixed to the second volume of his 
<< EcdesiasUcal Remarks." 
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ha» been employed in a freedom of manner singularly dbarac* 
teristic of his subjects and himself. 

** The twO' Sarcophagi are engraved by Mr. Bazire, from 
drawings which he made in the course of the last winter- 
They possess expression which does credit to his abilities «nd 
exertion, and an accuracy which distinguishes his fidelity in 
delineation. The antique knocker, preserved in the title pag^^ 
was also drawn, and engraved by the same faithful artist. 

** Tlie large Roman Sarcophagus, is seven feet one inch in 
length, and eleven inches in height, as may be seen from the 
scale annexed. In front are figures in alto relievo j (according 
to the Memoirs of Thomas Hollis, p. 129.) of Roman work- 
manship, representing the whole race of fauns, &imesses, and 
satyrs of different ages, very perfect and antique. But the 
three groupes of figures would appear to be more accurately 
described, by saying that the centre compartment represents 
Bacchus sacrificing, supported on the right side by a satyr, 
and on the left, by sl faun. At his feet, are the panther and 
tiger. On the ground, is the sacred basket from which is 
issuing the serpent. At one end of the front, are Silenus,. 
with an infant Bacchus in his arms, and a dog and a goat at 
his feet ; at another end, a female bacchanal playing with 
cymbals. This sarcophagus was brought from Rome together 
with its companion, by William Lloyd, Esq. of Gregories, 
nelEP* Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire,, and both were purchased 
of him in June 1761, by Thomas Hollis, E^q., in order (as 
he writes, July 8, same year) to be presented to his ' good 
old friend, Mr. Brand.' And the Sarcoplmgi Mr. Brand, 
(afterwards Mr. Brand Hollis) greatly esteemed, and alway% 
considered ^ as making the principal ornaments of his h^.' 

^' Concerning these, and some other marbles, Mr. Hollis 
wrote to his friend (July 17, same year,) * Remember how- 
ever, that I am to deliver these marbles to you like a g^^tle- 
man and a friend, that iSj free of all' charges whatever ; nor 
are you to depart from your disposition, from the scrubbinesses 
of the country, and tamper with my understrappers,' &c, 

^* The Greek Sarcophagus, the companion of the former, 
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ttiough less in size (being five feet three inches long, and one 
foot three inches high, and the cover seven inches high) was 
also purchased of Mr. -Lloyd, and presented to Mr. Brand, 
as before mentioned. In the front and on each side, are 
figures in alto relievo^ * representing (according to the 
Memoirs, p, 129. before cited) the Amazons begging peace of 
Theseus, king of Athens, by means of HippoUta his tjueen, as 
related by Plutarchw' Rich in figures and Greek worhnan- 
ship; and very entire and perfect The cover is also in 
€dto relievo. See Plutarch's Life of Theseus. — — * The Athe- 
nians charged their right wing, and a great number of the 
Amazons were slain. At length, after four months, a peace 
was concluded between them, by the mediation of Hippolita.' 
Dryden's Translation, 1703. vol. i. p. 4?! — *3; or Lang- 
home's, 1801. vol. i. p. 29. 

" But' it has been suggested to me with greater apparent 
correctness by that informed mythologist, and ingenious artist 
Mr. Harman, on his recently examing this valuable relique of 
antiquity, that the subject of this Greek Sarcophagus, is the 
story of Ulysses' discovery of Achilles, concealed by his 
mother, Thetis, among the daughters of Lycomedes. Ulysses 
visited the court of Lycomedes, in the character of a mer- 
<^ant, and exposed vanous trinkets to the young women for 
their choice, and mixed with these some warlike weapons. 
The daughters of Lycomedes chose such things as were appro- 
-priate to female occupations. While they were in the act of 
making this selection, Ulysses caused a trumpet to be sounded, 
when Achilles, although dressed like a woman, immediately 
^Txdi a spear and shidd. By this stratagem, Achilles was 
discoveried and sent to the Trojan war. Agreeably to this 
story, the centre figure is Achilles with a shield on his left 
.wm, brandishing a spear in his right hand; the figure kneel- 
ing before him is his favourite female ; the five figures near her 
-are her sisters, and the old man behind them is Lycomedes; 
the figure in a cap is Ulysses, rejoicing in his success, and 
))ehi|id him are his two companions. — On the aid n^xtto* 
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the figure of Lycomedes, is Hector slain by Achilles, un- 
finished. On the other, is Achilles killiii^ Penthesilea, queen 
of the Amazons, &c« 

" The view of the Hyde, the paternal residence of Mr. 
Brand Hollis, and those of the Hermitage and the piece of 
water there^ were painted in the autumn of 1806, by thai in- 
genious artist and very worthy man, Mr. George Cuit of 
Richmond in Yorkshire: and it was some gratification to 
have a second opportunity (^employing his correct p^encil, after 
an interval of thirty years. The two former are engraved by 
Mr. Bazire ; the water-piece is engraved by another hand. 

'^ The mural monument was the sculpture of Mr. King of 
Bath, and is very well executed from a design of my own ; 
but makes no claim to any other recommendation than that 
of simplicity and neatness. 

'^ A catalc^ue of some marbles, bronzes, pictures, and 
g^s, has been made, and indeed printed for private use. tt 
was not drawn up without attention, and has received con- 
siderable improvement fi:om the assistance of two respectable 
friends, Mrs. Howard of Pinner, iri Middlesex, a lady whose 
erudition is exceeded only by bar diffidence, modesty, and 
benevolence : and the Rev. James Tate, master c^ the Granv- 
mar School of Richmond in Yorkshire, and late Fellow of 
Sidoey Celine, Cambridge, a gentleman whose learning, dil^ 
gence^ and zeal eminently distinguish him, in ccmdircdng hift 
scholars through the highest departments of a classical edu^ 
cation." 

It was not until some time after he had resigned bis livings in 
Ae Church of England, that Dr. Disney became personally ac- 
quainted with Mr. Brand Hollis. He had known him, however, 
long befiwe, through the medium of the learned Archdeacon 
Blackbume, a common firiend of both ; and if the memory of the 
writer of thi^ article be correct, he drew up an index for the 
two sfdendid volumes, containing the life c^ Mr. Thomaft 
Hollis^ edked by the above gentleman, illustrated with many 
fine (datts and a variety of miscdlaneous dissertations. Their 
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acquaintance soon ripened intx> firiendBhip, and tbat fidendsbip 
continued to improve during a space of many yeara, unr 
broken and Uninterrupted by any sinister event. 

In 1 786, they took a journey together, for the purpose of col- 
lecting materials for the life of Dr* Jdbb^ whidi was publidied 
in the course of the succeeding year. Of this able and amiabte 
man, they both entertained the highest req)^:^; and his bus( 
constantly occupied a distinguished place in the parlour of 
Mr. Brand HoUis's town house. On his demise theytram^ 
ferred their friendshq) to hia widow. But it may be mo^ 
satis&ctory, perhaps, for the reader to peruse these mterei^big 
particulars, as stated by himself in the printed life of the 
emin^it and worthy physician just alluded to. 

'^ It was not till the end of 1782, or early in the year 178^ . 
that the writer of the present page (Dr. Disney), upon hia 
resigning his situation in the established church, and removing 
to London, became personally acquainted with Mr. Brand 
HoUis; but that acquaintance proceeded to iriendsbipy and 
that friendship continued to inwove, and was unintercupled a» 
long as he lived. 

^^ Dr. John Jebb^ the commcMa friend of Mr. Brand Hcd^ 
and his biographer, and the friend of the whole humaa race^ 
in aU their best and dearest interests, di^ March 3, 1786^ 
In the course of the next month, an intuition of undertaki^ 
the coUection and publication of his woi*ks, with some account 
of his life and labours, was announced; and at, the; end of 
twelve months, that engagonent, with the puUic was completed^ 
in S vols. 8 vo. Early in the summer of the same year in which 
eur friend died, Mr. Brand Hc^ and mysdf spent some day9^ 
tc^ether at Cambridge, in order the more correctly to renew 
Ihe knowledge of past scenes on tUs tbeastre <^ Dr« Jebb't 
academical and theological life, and to consult the opipi^ and 
advice of his fri^uls, on various matti^s reapf^ti^ the pifo<^ 
posed publication. 

" In August, 1791, I met my friend (Mr.. BtJW^dlHpWs) Iff 
his own request at Salisbury, in his return from Dorsetshire, and 
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€4 DR. DISNEY* 

visited Southampton and Wiadiester in company with faim^ 
on our way home/' 

^^ In the disposition of his fortune at his death/' says Dn 
IMsney *, ** Mr, Brand Hollis might seem, as it were, to have 
iidopted the precedent of his friend (the late Thomas Hollis, 
Esq.); and the date of his will (November 2, 1792,) was 
nearly twelve years before his decease. - He left his only sur- 
viving sister fan annuity, charged on his estate in Essex ; he 
iiiso gave small pecuniary legacies to several of his friends; 
ihade provision for some of his servants, and gave more limited 
legacies to the rest of them ; and bequeathed, without annexing 
any condition, all his real and personal estates, as well those 
in Essex, which he inherited from his father, as those in Dor« 
isetshire, which he received from his friend, ^ and all other 
his real as well as personal estates, whatsoever and whereso- 
ever, to Dr. John Disney, of Sloane-Street, Knightsbridg^ 
near London, his heirs^ Executors, and administrato]*6, to his 
and their sole use and benefit' He also appointed him his 
executor of such his last will and testament. 

*' On no one occasion," adds Dr. D. " and in no one in* 
6tance in the course of our confidential or familiar conversation, 
^ther in London, or at the Hyde, during my repeated visit$ 
there, did h& give the slightest intimation of his partial 
Jntaidcm, or drop one unguarded expression leading that way* 
** So lately as September, 1 802, he presented to me a sleeping 
cupid, by Algardi, upon his indirectly learning from another 
person that I much admired it ; but this marble was the only 
memorial which he had given me in his life-time. Since his 
death, I have sometimes thought that I could call to my re- 
membrance some fidnt traces of his greatwatchfiilness over him* 
self in this practised reserve; and I can with pleasure bring 
back to my recollection some marked ^evidences of his regard ; 
but these, in no degree amounted to tokens of friendship so un-' 
bounded, and which he intended to confirm, by so munificent 
^d splendid a bequest.^' 

* Memoin^ p. 93* f Mrs. Brand U unc« dca«i. £o* 
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On the demise of Mr. Brand HoUk, in the autumn of 1804*', 
1ms sundvinjg friend placed the corpse of his munificent boie^ 
fiictor next to the bones of his fiither, in. the chancel of his 
parish church. He also soon after erected a monument to hk 
memooy, with an aj^rcquriate inscription, ^Kpressive of his 
." firi^idship and gratitude.'' The workmanship is exquisite^ 
and 1^ whole partakes of the beauty and sin^licity of ancient 
times. 

; He also composed his ^^ Memoirs," which were printed in 
:i.$OSf with the annexed motto^ ^^ Amicitias Sacrum." Owing 
•tp inattention on the part of the person to whom he confided the 
car;e of this work, the paper is of a very inferior quality; and 
he intended, on this very account, with his usual liberality, to 
ha.ve published another edition, not to be sold, but to be pre^ 
sented to the fiiends of the deceased. Prefixed, is a very fine 
engraved portrait, after the manner of chalk, of Mr. R HoUia, 
when in his thirty-second year, drawn fi-om the. life, at 
Rome, in 1752, by Pozzi, and engraved, i^ 1807^ by E. 
Bocquet. The other engravhig^, consisting of sarcophagif 
a view of the Hyde^ the grounds, and the summer-house^ are 
all executed with great fidelity, taste, and skill, and there. is 
one plate that does not disgrace the well known talents of 
BartalozzL 

. But.Pr. IHsney was doomed, after thelapse of a few fleeting 
years, to stand in need of that ^^ generous tear," which he had 
so often dropt over the tombs of other worthy men, with whom 
he lived in the habits of fi-iendship. His health had beai for 
a long time in a declining state, and his ministry at Essex- 
l^treet chapel was first suspended, and then entirely ceased on 
ihi^ account. Indeed, he at laigth confined himself to the 
Hyde^ in Essex, and with the exception of his signature to a 
requisition, as a freeholder, to the lord-lieutenant, fojr a coun^ 
meetiDg, we do not recollect that he exercised any public fimc- 
tions whatsoever. 

" A worthy clergyman, who had enjoyed." an undeviatizi^ 
iminterrupted friendship of nearly thirty years .continuance^" 
who had ^< seen him, under a variety of circumstances, and. 
VOL. n^ F 

' * " Digitized by Google 



68 DJBU D^N&Y. 

.without the made of dii^ise^ wluch he n^er asBumed^" but 
<^ with«U thajt openness of temper, that generous frankness of 
nature^ by which he was reimurkably cbaraeterized/' thus 
describes his last iUness : 

*^ His health had been sensibly defining ior a oonsidefable 
time; but he endured a painfiil and lingering iUaess with a 
fertkude and composure which were truly admuraUe. -*- Per- 
fectly aware of his situation, he one day told a friend who was 
near him, < he had hoped all would have been over bdbre that 
.time; but he supposed a littiie more disciplinewas necessary; and 
ftll was oi%[ffl%d right' At another time, he said to his phys^ 
dan,, ^ I hope I shall not have to go throi^h all this, loi^.' 
•r-When momentarily expecting his awfiil diange, he was 
most perfectly tranquil and collected in tbat expectaticKU, and 
^anxious for his release. He said, not long before his deadi, 
he felt aim|detely free from pain, happy and comfortable to 
i&e greatest d^ee. — Again to <me who was most dear to 
him, he observed, •— ^ Amidst my severe afflictions, I have 
many comforts, and much to be thankful for, though I do 
'VutE&tn good deal ; but I endeavour to be patient; and I wish 
to bri^ my mind to believe, that this bed is the best place for 
me. Some have a much rougher journey out of tins ^stem 
than I have^' — It was a striking observation of a neighbour- 
ing g^itleman, for vrkam he entertained gtesA personal regard^ 
'who, upon seeing him in his side room not niany days pre- 
vious to his dissolution, tsemarked, that < His was the <mly 
GompcMed or happy countenance in the house/ 

'^ He frequently esi^ressed his desire to be released, and that 
lie thoii^t his time long. When a word or sentiment escaped 
him, he was the same precisely as ever, undianged in sack* 
n^m, suffering, and in death. When rapidly advancii^ to 
diefiaMMit awful and tremencbns c^ all moments, he oontiiitied 
calm and serene, kind to others, and composed and dign^ed 
iului own views.— Till, at length, he breathed his lastwidi^ 
^^ B. m^s^j^ ora sigh, -^ sunk into a state of tsweet and 
^dStde fqpfose^ and dbsed his eyes for ever on ^s world. 
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* Th& chambet wbem the gdod man meets dW ikte, ' ' 

is Iprii^iteged bejpond the. common walk ' ^ 

OivirhMus life> quite in the verge of heaven*' 

*^ Sucb were tlie ifileresti«g aw&l scenes, such the sad trailt 
of ^BcdmHwt drcumstaac^ whidK I have partly wilQ^Me^ ' 
<»r Whi^ ]ia¥e beeia r^Fe^eated to me wkh great acbmSa^ 
and distiaetness, as t^^ as with deep^terest, and the livdiest 
sensibility. So coB»st^nt, so dignified was the condiictcf 
tUs ap|Hroved servaiU 4^ God in ditaHpai^tancest^ most tt^Fiv^ lo 
human nature^ — ^ M^hten^ so vigorous we|^ ij^ 'frivi" 
ciples wUeh smtained aad oamed him through no conuacMi 
snfferii^-^so bright and da^eeruig, the hopes which in^iifcid 
his breast even wkhin the predii^s <^ the tomb." 

At l^agth, oB the evening of Tbc^ay, December 2^ 181^ 
he was released by death from those afflictions produced \yf a 
bngand lingering ilho^ss^ which he i^pears to have bome» 
not only with a nuinly fortitude, bat an heroic constaiu^. 

Thus died in the 71styear of his age, Jc^ XKsney) D. D; 
Fk:B.S.j a iQim whose m^oEiory will be long respected hy all 
denominatiiHis of Christiaas, on account of the immense sacvi- 
fice madt by him to Us religious prind^Ies, wh&t Ins infimt 
faeoily was as yet ui^rovided with the ^fts of fortune, and 
wUfe he hiiMelfoidy enjoyed the scanty mean» usually allotted 
m this country to yotrngw brothers. But, wl^ he d^eved 
wi&, and wiAdrew from the pale of the Anglican €onuBUHioQ^ 
hk conduct, in Tested to the es^lished churchy was respedfid 
and urbane. In 1799, he defended the practice of ^'public 
wc»riiip," frorai ^ attads: of tlie learned Gilbert Wakefield; 
and Qoristtanity itoelf fi*om the ^ Age of Reason," written l^ 
lliimias Pame^ 

On tbe odier hand^ he was always anxious to advoca^the 
principles x)f^U&ite£ian C%ri8dans," particularly in/tscrie»of 
letters to Vicesims Knox, D. D. against aU those wjio thought 
prcqMr toampugn them; whi)e lie anxiously en^aToui^to 
prssmote t&feu- spread by means of ^aerttons,'^ and ^dia«> 
logues^.'' and atiU more fay an uniform >geod mA rartuons pnKH 
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68 I>R. DI9NET. 

dee. Indeed^ hi* own Itfe^ conduct, and convenwtion, formed 
the most popular and powerful aid on this, and indeed, every 
other similar occasion. 

Some idea of his religious c^inions may be gathered from 
his accdunt of those of his friend Mn Brand Mollis, as 
exhibited in the life of that gentlemto. * Afier stating that 
he had been educated in the principles of a Protestant, dis- 
^nt from the established church, chiefly with reference to 
l&e power of the civil magistrate^ in matters of religion, &c. 
he adds as follows : ^^ But from his subsequent reading and 
r^ection, he became a firm believer in the Unity and 
Supremacy of the one God and Father of all : and in the 
divine mission (of) Christ as the messenger ^knd prophet of 
God; and he was, agreeably to such his faith, not only a 
member of the diapel in Essex Street, London, but^ a liberal 
benefactor to it. / 

" He was unequivocally a believer in the resurrecticm of 
Christ : * the evidence of a future state^' says he, in a paper now 
before me, * is such as leaves no doubt in my mind.' And I 
remember his very seriously, and emphatically observing, that 
* he utterly hated an immoral action/ * Where then,' con- 
tinues he, * may we expect to find a better source, or greater 
seourity for the relij^on, and virtuous conduct of any man, 
Ihan in the omviction of the government, wisdom, and good- 
ness of the one only God ; — r in a belief of the divine miscdon 
of Jesus, and of a resurrection to a future state of distri^ 
butive justice and mercy; and connected with these, in the 
profession of a rooted aversion to every immoral action. 
McHre copious artides of faith may be professed, and believed, 
by good and excellent men of all religious persuasicms ; bat 
men are not necessarily good and excellent, because of their 
lengthened creed. ' Indeed, when any creed is imposed, the 
very act of imposing implies su^icion cm the part of the im- 
pose: and such imposition may invite^ and in some hard 
causes will compel men to become hypocrites. And the world 
oas' been long told by the history ct the Christian dburdi^ 
how very inadequate such means are to the advancement of 

* Memoin, p. 54. 
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-that truths and idbarity, which- pectdiatly belong to Ghristi^ 
anity, ami confidtate the great character of its master.'' 

In respect to, his political opinions, he was at once mildy 
gentle, and firm. But these, like his religious creed, shall be 
here enumerated, and expressly in his own words, first pre- 
mising, that he was an enemy to violence of all kinds ; that he 
wished to succeed by argument alone, and that he bodi hated 
•and. constantly refused to associate with those^ whatever their 
professed pretensions might be,- who wished to defaee a&d 
destroy, rather than to repair and rectify. He knew and 
he boasted that we possessed the noblest and freest consti- 
tution in ihe world; and he never went further tjian to 
express a wish coupled with an honest intention of removing 
some of thosie practices introduced by time and corruption, 
wfaidbi are supposed, instead of adorning, to blemish and dich 
grace the fabric. 

After stating the particulars of a petition to parliameHt, by 
the Yorkshire Association in 1780, ^^ To enquire into and 
correct the gross abuses in the expenditure of public 
money, to reduce all exorbitant emoluments^ unmerited pen- 
sions," &c. he^ continues as follows: ^^ How earnestly and- how 
repeatedly these well-intenti(med and well^gested measures 
• have been pleaded, and with what supercilious disdain, or 
bare&c^ evasion th^ have been treated by the venal satellites 
and sycophants of power, the present* existing situation 
of our bleeding country loudly proclaims, and will con- 
tinue to proclaim, till imperious necessity shall extort firom 
partiament the radical reform of the constitution of the House 
of CcMnmons, and set limits to the wanton extension of the 
House of Lords. 

<^ But the impracticability of obtaining, the redress of these 
grievances will continue so Icmg as Parliament continues unre- 
formed in its elections; and so very unequally to represient 
the constituent body of the people; so long as dilapidated and 
rotten boroughs' shall send the same (number of ) memberis, 

*, Tkit mtniftKiy aUodot to the itate of Great Britiniy in isoe.^ 
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B» thf 8O9OQO fre^oldejrs cS Ymji^ihire; sq Jkcpg a* greiit towtfe 
like Lee^ i«pd Manijiesl^ db^U not b^ adiotiltfid m Midi ce^ 
preeeiMiittipQ} and the 4»iy oS Westowsteir aUawied only to 
€qt^ th^ of CMd Smam. r—Sol^igiJ^At reqacet^ all qiie&- 
tiims <^ political r^^rim shall we ccoitioue to prcKseed in n re- 
trogmie direotioQ) and only lament our demonstratiye foUy, 
^hw : !«^e a?0 finally a ruined.p^c^k/' 

On SmAfiy Q^orning, the,$fith of January 1817, was de- 
U^r^;thi9 &n^^ sermpnof this celebrated diyine^ who had 
perfovm^ the sainesnd office at the demise of Dr. Briestley^m 
190^ It i» ^stitlfid 'f The Memorial of the Just^'' and was 
.prem^l^ in MiUnHill Ch^el, Leeds, by the Bev. Thomas 
Jervifi« 

<^ His death,'' said he, ^^ may be truly considered as a 
public loss. I should,' therefore, deem it a q^ecies of injiistioe 
to^e public, were I not to attempt, however * inadequa^ly, 
tp do justice to his m^nory; not by an ostentatioc^Jiffiny of 
his exalted merits, which need not the imposing aid of paae- 
^^c to embl^spn them, *— but to pay that sacred tribute of 
the heart, which his memory justly claims firom those who 
were best acqi^onted with hi& numy.admirable <paliti«s. This 
dffice h<|s beai already pointed out to me by the suggestion of 
some friendsy whose opiniqi^ upon this subject, though perhaps 
too partial^ yet i§; entitled to my attention and respect. Per- 
h^p$^ I piay b^ allowed to observe, that, in the course c^aniub- 
deviatipg, uninterri^ted friendship of nearly thirty yeara con- 
tinuance — hav;ing seen him under ^ variety of drcum^twciss, 
^d without, the mask of di^uise — which he never assi^jped^ — 
biut with all tl^t openness of temper, that generous frankness 
of nature, by which he was remarkably characterised —r I 
^9uld consider mysdf utterly destitute of obs^ration and 
discernment of character, if I were not in some measuMt com- 
pete^t to estimate, his talents,^ andto.iq^>l?eciate his virtues. 

^^ Having recently been near him in soto/e of the laAt inte- 
resting scenes of his val^e^ li&$ mi* 9t his hunei^ deadi 
having joined with many highly req>ectable persons to pay the 
last solemn tribute of hraour and affi&ctioii to the departed, in 
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attending ike Sacred' rites of sepulture, and d^(M)ritii^ his 
venerable remain* in the ^ent tomb — you will not be sur- 
prised if I am ahneist afraid to trast^aiysdf npon this'aflJMti^ 
subject^ whUe all die kindest sennbiliiies 'of the liearit Isre 
awidce, tremldingly aim to die. s^ttkn^ts of unS^glied sor- 
nm and regret. I azn wdil aware that^ upon ^is pamftd 
oocadon, I shall stand in need of that indolgoioe wUdi I 
have often needed, and as often acperienced, within these waBs, 
fhna the can<fid auditor^ to which I now address myself Atid 
I am persuaded, that the kindness d yont- sympathy wiD be 
prepared to make every reasonable allowance for the imperfect 
execution of the task which I have prescribed to myself— to 
which, notwithstanding, I feel m3rself unequtd. 

^ Doctor Disney was a man of no ordinary descriptifm. 
With great natural endowments, he had a mind stored with 
various knowledge and information; whilst a singular enei^ 
and vivacity of sentiment, a suavity and urbanity of manner, 
and a temper happily communicative, gave a peculiar interest 
and spirit to his conversation, and animated all around hinu 
Possessing hi^ and varied attainments, he was eminently o6n* 
versant with Ae several departments of theology and litera- 
ture. And it may here be observed with propriety and advan- 
tage, that bis controversial writings are remarkable fbr that 
manly liberality, candour, and moderation, which reflect 
honour on the cause which he espoused, and at once distinctly 
mark the character of the scholar, the gaitleman, and 8ie 
christkoi. ' 

^ His estimable and accompli^ed character was establiAed 
upon the just grcmnd of his upri^^t^ and exemplary conduct 
through life. Distinguished by Ins rank in society, and 
adorned by the nobler distinction of his virtues, he was highly 
esteemed and respected in die neighbourhood in whidi be 
Wasi resident ; in the cirde of his numerous and respectable 
friends ; and by all who were competent to judge of the purity 
(jf'hiB principles, cf^ the independency the hcmour, and in- 
tegrity of Ws actions/* 
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Dr. Disney, has. left behind him an ample fiwtmie^ and a 
lai^'&mily. In 1774, he married an amiatde woman^ the 
dau^iler of the ed^rated and pious Archdeacon Blackbtini^ 
who died, in 1809. By this lady he had eight children. Of 
these^ Jcduiy bred a barrister, and for some years Recorder of 
Bridpcnrt, married his first cousin ; Algernon, who is still a 
badidtc»r, has attained the rank o£ a field officer in the anay ; 
and there are five amiable daughters. 

A biistof this respectable gentleman, carved by the chisel 
of J. Cockaine^ was exhibited in the model room of the Royal 
Academy in 1817* 

List of the Works 
4y the late Iteo. John Disney, D.D. F.S.A. 

1. Animadversions on Dr. Rutherforth, an 8vo. tract, 1768. 

2. Four Simons, on Christmas-day, 8vo. 1771. N. B. 
These were afterwards republished, in his 2 vols, of Sermons. 

3. Loose Hints on Nonconformity, 1773. 

A, Letter to the Archbishop of Canterbury, 1774. 

5. Rational Christian's. Assistant, 1774. 

6. Remarks on Dr. Balgu/s Consecration Sermon, 1775. 
7* Short View of Confessional and Clerical Petition Con- 
troversies, 1775. 

& Thoughts on Licensing Public Alehouses, 1776* 

.9. Remarks on Bishqp Hurd's Charge^ 1777« 

10. Considerations.on the Clergy acting in the Commission 
of the Peace, 1781. 

VI. Reasons for quitting the Church of England^ 2d edition^ 
1783. 

12. Memoirs of the Lifeand Writings of Arthur Ashley 
Sykes, D. D. with an Appendix, 8vo. 1785. 

IS. A fiienc^y Dialqgue between an Athanasian and a 
Trinitarian, 2d edition, 1787. 

14. A Pr^ice to ^^ Discourses on various subjects, together 
with Considerations on Pluralities, by Sam. Disneyt LL.B. 
late Vicar of Wanstead, Essex;," ftvo. 1788. 
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15. Address to the Bishops, 1790. 

16. Observations on the Homilies, noO. 

17. Arranged Catalogue of publications on Toleration, 
Corporation, and Test Acts, 8vo. 1790. 

18. Letter to the Students of Divinity, in the Diocese of 
Chester, 8vo. 1790. 

19. Memoirs of the Life and Writings of Dr. Jortin, 8vo. 
179!^. 

20. The Book of Common Prayer Reformed, for the use 
of Unitarian Congr^ations, 1792. 

21. Letters to the Rev. Vicesimus Knox, D.D. 1792. 

22. Short Memoir of Bishop Edmund taw, 1800. 

23. Short Memoir of the Life of Micliad Dodsoi^ Esq. 
1800. 

24. Book of Common Prayer Reibrmed, with a Book of 
Psalms, and a collection of Hymns, 1802. 

25. Memoirs of Thomas Brand Hollis, Esq. 4to. 1808. 

26. Sermons, 4 vols. 8vo. 1793 and 1816. 

27. Six Letters occasioned by the institution of an Auxiliary 
British and Foreign Bible-Society, 8vo. 1812. 

28. Remarks on Dr. Tomlin's (Bishop of Lincdn's) 
Charge, 1812. 

29. The Great Importance of a Religious Life Considered, 
1812. N. B. This was formerly published under the title of 
" A Religious Life Considered ; to which are added some 
Morning and Evening Prayers." The Editor in the 2d edition 
observes, ^Hhat he has made certain omissions; and has 
deemed it right, in justification to the original author, to ac- 
company the publication with an explicit statement of the fact." 

SO. Short Memoir of the Rev. R. E. Oarnham, 1814. 

81. Short Memoir of the Rev. WilUam Hopkins, B«A. 
1815. 

S2. Dr. Disney also compiled an unpublished Index to the 
SL vols; of Mr. Thomas Hollis's Life. 
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No. IV. 




i WILLIAM THOMSON, LL.D* 

IWith cm Jfi^cQunt of same of his Friends and Contemporaries.'] 

1 HIS i^ <^n^. of .^e mopt extraordinary men of letters of tlie 
present ag^ Hisi name with an exception to poetcy, it con^ 
noctai yf}^ a^o^t eveiy^pedes of composition, and.it would be 
impossible to write the history of the literature of the reigQ of 
Gieorge III. without assigning him a place, if not very ela- 
va^i at lea^t somewhat; conspicuoQjs among the audior^ of 
that period. Had his .life and adventures been regularly 
drawn up by himself; and had he favoured the world, like 
J. J. Rousseau, with << confessions," communicated fairly, 
honestly, and without reserve, at the close of his life^ it 
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woiild have been a work truly curious and ori^aL He> hod 
heai coniae^ted witb the Ei^H^h preso, d»ring aperiod not £ir 
distant from half a C(99tmry ; he was acquaint^ed with a nlimber 
of renown^ yeteragi3 in the various bi;anches of science and 
philosophy, M ^ Mutibam as w^ as the ncNrthem portion of 
the United Kii^dom, an^ he had taken by the hand» mid 
conducted. towards the temple of fiuone^ a variety of unddUHd 
tyros who were desirous by his mean& to attain the name of 
authprs, and acqpujire without any previous labours the ap- 
{J^ai^e and approbation of thdtr countrymen^ 

WUliam Thoinj9on» a n^ve of Scotland, was bom in. the 
y^ai: 11^ }ust after the battla^of Cullodsn^ which cQoduded 
the civil war occa^onied b^ the landing of the l^tnmg Cheecdier, 
as he was thc^ termed^ much in the aame manner that ihe 
evec.memoral^e battjb of Waterloo has terminated the hmgt 
porteatouS) and sanguinary strife on the Ckmtine]:^ Th<fe 
pliice^of his birth was a cottage in the parish of Forteviot in 
Strathem. Hxis d^cure spot is situate six miles from 
Perth^ a place which, had largely participated in the then 
recent disturbances, and about diirty from Edinburgh^ the 
capital, which with an exception to the castle had readily 
yielded to the power and the pretensions of im adventurous 
descendant of James IL 

The character of the Swibs is said to be tinctured by that 
of t^eir deep valleys and n^jestic mountain^ ; and the mindft 
of men, perhaps assume somewhat of tiie hue of thoite. 
scen^ which are familiar to their early in&ncy. In this ppjp^ 
of view, thecdEbre, it may not \)e impropar to. observe, that 
the subject c^ the present memoir first drew his breath on the 
banl^ of tli^ Erne, which, during the floods that frequently 
pccu^ in springy autumn, and winter, descends in torr^aits^ and 
whijLe it exhibits several fine n^atural cascades, npt unfreque^t^y, 
omunits great damage in the adjacent slrath or valley. Some of 
the atatdiest of the Orchil hi^^ too, whence this river derivea^ 
its scmrce^ closely adjoin j and if bite th,ey t^ijatoate Ijbis disn 
triet by means c^an immense barrier, they at the same, time Uft 
tbeir lo% heads to the skiesi now seemingly encumbered vn!&L 
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clouds^ now envdoped in snow. At odier periods, thejr 
exhilnt a pleasing variety of sheep, goats, and Uack cattle, 
sent thither to graze on their steep and* rugged sides. 

Matthew Thomson, the father, like the generality of his 
4X>i]ntrjrmen, was an industrious and ingenious man, who 
endeavoured to obtain support for himself and family by the 
junction of two or three distinct professions; for in the first 
[dace he united the trade of a carpenter to that of a builder ; 
while he occasionally appeared in the character of a husband- 
man, having rented a small fiurm, from a neighbouring noUe- 
man, whose name will be mentioned hereafter with no com- 
mon degree of praise. By means of these various avocations, 
he contrived to bring up a family of thirteen children. His 
wife was daughter of a neighbouring schoolmaster of the 
name of Miller, who resided at Aimtully, near Dunkeld. 
To this worthy mother William was indebted for his 
early proficiency in the rudiments of acquired knowledge. 
From her he learned to spell and to read English; and 
perhaps it was no small advantage to liis intellects, that 
he was not born a few miles further among the highlands 
of Perthshire, as his talents might have been clogged, 
and his ideas encumbered by means of an additional lan- 
guage. To this same parent he was indebted also, for a 
religious education, as she instilled into his mind not only 
die first principles of ethics, but also all the tenets o^ 
superadded to all the respect so commonly attached in tMs 
portion of the empire to, the kirk of Scotland. Another 
fortunate event, perhaps, for it is not meant to be con- 
cealed, that his father*5 circumstances were &r more narrow 
and contracted than his heart — was his being bom in Scot- 
land ; for to persons of such a condition in England, all hopes 
rf liberal acquirements are too frequently precluded by theif 
station and finances. But the parochial schools of the north, 
^t a mere nominal expence*, readily admit the youthful and 
ambitious student to ^ knowledge q£ the various branches of 

* The sum then paid to a country schoolmaster in Scotland, couM not probably 
liiire exceeded one shilling and sixpeocc per qmrttir. . Asaltry k vlKly.»ttaeM> in 
Older to tupply the deficiency. 
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educatioili, ^uch as arithmetic and Latin; and the writer of 
this article, has laiown mathematics, and even Greek taught 
there, with.no small d^ee of ability* Into one of these^ this 
young man was accordingly admitted ; and under Mr. Youngs 
for that was the name of the obscure, but meritorious school- 
master, he was initiated in the rudiments of all the various 
kinds of kjiowledge that he himself had acquired. His pupil's 
early promise must have soon developed itself for this gen- 
tleman, having been advanced to a more printable establish* 
ment at Inch Ture, on the banks of the Tay, within the 
rich district of the Carse of Gowrie, the boy at his special 
request was suffered to remove along with him. Although 
but a few miles distance from the paternal cottage, yet this 
change appears to have been accompanied with some coa- 
siderable expence, or at least, an addition to the former, such 
as the father of a very numerous &mily could not easily sup- 
port But here fortune kindly interposed : for the Rev. Mr. 
Kandall who lived in the adjoining manse, and had a son 
about the same age, being charmed with the promising 
talents of the youth, came forward with equal zeal and suc- 
cess, and it has been said, that an aged branch of the family^ 
cheered with the * reputation of his grandson, contributed 
something on this occasion. 

William fully realised all the hopes that had been enter- 
tained of him, and in addition to his scholastic improvements, 
soon discovered a degree of discrimination, as well as know- 
Jedge of the world, seldom to be met with at such an early 
period of life ; and it is not a little remarkable, that after he 
had addicted himself entirely to books, he was eminently de- " 
fident in this very quality. The late Dr. Bisset, who knew him 
well, has given the following example of it, in respect to th^ 
clergyman whose name and good offices have been already 
enumerated. 

" Even when a boy, William Thomson was a penetrating 
and sagacious observer of men. He very readily discovered 
the character of his fiiend Mr. Randall, which was both strongly 
marked, and peculiar. The Revi Thomas Raodall was ^ iQan 

11 
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cf consM^lible talents and leanRiig, especially iti theology; 
with a Asdh of nd^imtmess^'whidk at first i^ght appeal^ thd 
genume enthumasm oF livd^ ^cy and ardi^t pamimi, but was 
not wholly umnixed with pdicy. At this time most of the great 
towns in Scotland were enamoured of preachers who gave 
tiiem what th^ called the real spirit of the gospel, and in- 
culcated faith and grace, in^;ead of moral virtue* As the 
Hvings in towns were more lucrative than in the country, the 
assumption of this evangelical garb often promoted the am- 
otion of aspiring politidans in the church, as the appectranoe 
of loyalty, ai^ what they call zeal for the constitution, often 
exalts aspiring politidans in the state. 

Mr. Randall assisted in the education of his son and young 
Thomson. He was at incredible pains to inspire the 
yoliths with a horror against popery. Thcnnscvi mentiona 
the following, as one cf the modes by whidi he endeavoured 
to imprint on their juvenile minds a proper abhorrence ci 
Anti-Christ. He would shew them a map of Europe, with 
certain parts marked with red lines. These lines described 
the progress of the Holy Ghost in correcting sinners, and 
making the shnple wise. Exhibiting to the boys Scotland, 
with which they were beist acquainted, he traced the course 
of the Holy Spirit through the southern and western counties, 
wherein the line had no interruption ; tliat is, where enthu- 
siasm had pervaded the whole country. There were small 
spe^s or dots of Ted in eastern and northern parts, wfcare the 
spirit had occasionally reached, and established detached 
outposts, though at a great distance from the head quarters. 

The red line was not to be seen in Strathmore, th& Stor- 
mont, or Athol, these being the scenes of pious and rational 
religi(m, without puritanical fanaticism. 

An extraordinary portion of, ochre was, however, jdaced 
upon Stirling, an excellent benefice afterwards held by this 
spiritual geographer himself ! 

^' The contemplation of such a mixture of absurdity and 
]^d%ious profession, tended to give the yoathftd mind rathar 
a wrong notion on the subject df rdigion in generd, beforetbe 
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yndgjamA vras jsuffickotly nuUared to dirtangimh between ge^ 
nuine piety, and die freaks and fended of its pi-^ofeMotis. The 
tame chaltucter made a very di£fer^t impresskm on* William 
TTbomsan, a boy of extremely st^mg parts, and on his com- 
pamoa Thomas Randall the younger, a boy of vety mode* 
rate abilities, mild and plastic The fcmner, b<dd land ori* 
ginal, thought for hims^; he imbibed no portion of his 
ghosdy director's spiritual sentiments, and p^hi^ rather 
meified to the opposite extreme. The latter a mere creature of 
example and authority, became the veiy saint that his fitther 
wished to form*''. 

The sudden and unexpected death of Mr. Youn^ the wor- 
thy school-master, under whom WiUiaip had attained con- 
siderable proficiency, at length occtoidned his removal from 
Inch Ture to Perth, after a resicknce of three yetirs in the 
former spot This ancient pla^e^ built on the bcmkb of the 
Tay, is not only the chirf town in the shire^ but also the 
capital of the adjacent district. Here a new World was 
opaied for the w<>nder and inspection of a boy, w^ had 
vbeen brought i^ in a little solitary farm-hons(^ fttkl hdd Ho 
intercourse with, and indeed had never b^c^.seen any thing 
^urger or more magnificent than a long straggling Scotch 
i^Qlage. It was his fortune to be placed at the same grammar 
sdiodi as that in which WilUam Murray, Earl of Mansfield, 
the' very able and dioquent Chief Justice o£ tlie King's Bench 
in England, was educated under a Mr. Martin, then con- 
sidered as the Caledonian <^ Busby," on account of his talents 
and discernment Mr. Comfiite, the master of that day, 
who also possessed a considerable degree of shrewdness, took 
particular notice of his new pu}nl; and after studying his 
character, and contemplating his energies, fidrly predicted, that 
under equally favourable circumstances, provided his powers 
of mind continued to expand with onrrespondent vigour^ 
Thomscm might one day rival Murray in point of talents. 

At an early age the subject of this memoir was sent to the 

Univmity of St Andrew, founded in 1411, by Bishop Ward- 

. low. It has since been remarked with no small share of 
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tniimph^ that tlie low^t, or initiated dass of that year, ccm- 
tained an unusual nmnber of able, young men, most of whom 
afterwards acquired no inconsiderable degree of celebrity in 
life^ William was but fifteen years old when first admitted as 
luminator; while the Hon. Thomas, now Lord Erskine, was 
no more than eleven or twelve. Dr. George Hill, did not 
indeed emigrate towards the south like these young meji i but 
he attained some &me and considerable preferment at hom^ 
Havii^ at length b^ome principal of the University where 
he was educated, and leader. of the General Assembly, when 
Robertson the historian retired from those s^ene^. of sublunary 
enjoyment. To'these names may be added Dr. Moncrie^ the 
physician; the worthy and learned Dr. Pierson, D.D. Minister 
of the Scotch Church, at Amsterdam ; Mr. Niel Ferguson, 
the Advocate; and Professor Playfair; although "l^st not 
least," in Uus catalogue, being cme of the most ^complished 
mi^themsLticians of the present, age. . \ 

Notwithstanding Mn Thomson applied himself, m conmion 
with the other students, to mathematics, yet this was not a 
favourite study ; and ^nsequently he never excelled in it. He 
soon atti^ined ^eat eminence, however, both as a classical 
scholar and a metaphysician ; and such was his reputation in 
regard, to those, ^lat it at length procured him a protector in 
the person of Xhpmas Hay, Earl of Kinnoul, whose ancestor 
Gr^rg^ had exercised the important post of Chancellor of 
Scotland, during part of the reigns of James I. and Charles I. 
This worthy nobleman, to whom Thomson's father was a 
tenant, possessed a fine taste for. learning, to wliich he united 
great piety. With a generous munificence he was accustomed 
to encourage every one who displayed any extraordinary de- 
gree of proficiency. The promising talents of William Thomr 
son had already become the subject of eulogy and d^serva- 
tion within the precincts of the University; and in 1763 he 
was introduced to the notice of this worthy peer,, then their 
Cbancdlor, by an express recommendation, on the psurt of 
several of the Professors who took a lively interest in bis &te 
^ndfiiritune. 
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BdXig a man of judgment, however, he determined to llecidf^ 
'Syr himself, and put these boasted talents to a trial before he 
would undertake to encourage them. An exammation accord- 
ingly took place, and Horace, Juvenal, and Gicero, were the 
books selected for the experiment. Finding that the boy's merits 
fully corresponded with the general opinion entertained of 
him, he from that moment became the patron of a youth, per- 
haps stiU more dear to him by having been born not only in 
his own vicinity^ but also on his own estate. His lordship 
even condescended to take an active part in his education, 
and he accordin^y prescribed him themes, with a view, of im- 
proving his latinity ; and subjects for essays, for the , purpose 
of ^leliorating his style : both of which proved eminently ser- 
viceable in fixture life. 

Hiis fortunate event occurred when the young man was.no 
more than sixteen or seventeen years of age ; soon after which 

' his lordship took the entire charge upon himself, and even 
admitted him into his own &mily. Accordingly he was received 
under the name, and in the capacity of librarian, at Duplin 
House^ where there was a very fine and select collection di 
books, in different languages, botii ancient and modem. 
Here, during the vacation, William was constantly employed^ 
and here too, he found ample food for an insatiable, curiosity^ 
that finally produced both profit and instruction. His. labours 
were doubtless stimulated partly with a view of advancing him- 
self in life, and partly fi*om a wish to please hi» benefactor ; 
who being greatly addicted to study himself} sat in an adjoin*- 
ing room, whence he could superintend every thing that od- 
curred in the library. 

Meanwhile, during the session, the studies of the University 
were not forgotten, and a course of philosophy obtained for 
the youth an accession of fame and reputation. But the 

-time was now -arrived, when it became necessary to think of a 
proper destination ; and on^his, as on all similar x^occasions^ the 
choice was less directed, perhaps, by what is most congenial 
(to the character and genius o( the party ; than by the facility 

of acquiring the favourite object oi a settlement. HUi noUe 
voi^ II. G 
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p^iroBf/who was bom in 1710, haa now attained a mature 
age; waft a zealous member of the established church of Scot* 
land, and held the cletical character. in a high degree <^ eslip 
fnationv in addition to this, he had severtil t^deralde livings 
in his own imme^te gift. Another speculation, was to ob- 
tain the divinity chair of St. Andrew's £or his youBg fiiend. 

Mr* Thomson was accordingly destined for holy orders, and 
lie succeeded in his theolc^cal studies precisely aa he would 
liave done in any other theoretical pursuit, in which a retentive 
xnemory and good understanding paved the way to success. 
His progress was iioted and applauded by the late Dr. Drum* 
modd*, Ardibidiop o( York, who occasicmaUy visited his 
brod^er, and consequently had frequent c^jportunities to see 
and converse with him. Thus approved and suj^ported, he 
entered the divinity school with a high charader ; aad the 
Chancellor, uniformly kind in his attentions en this occasiQ9» 
obtained for him one of the king's bursaries^ which, addied to 
his own liberality, produced a comparative state of affluenecu 

At this period, a certain dry kind of humour began to 
make its appearance in the conversation of Mr. Thcanson, 
which indeed, never, forsook him afterwards during the re- 
mainder of his life. Of this the following is an examfde, 
which has be^n communicated by one of his feUow-students. 

About the year 1774, while he stiU attended the divinity 
-school at St. Andrew's, it was the custom on certain days for 
all the young men, in turn, to read a chapter of the biUe, 
and repeat a prayer, in order to initiate th^n in the practice 
<£ public speaking; for which purpose, in ord^ to increase 
the audience, many of the respectable towns^peojo^e were 
usually admitted. At length it came to the turn of Alexander 
Meldrum, a very modest young man, and then, not a little 
remarkable for his stiffiiess and formality. The portion of 
scripture selected on this occa^on happened to be the 15th 
chapter of St. Paul's Epistle to the Ckxri^thian^, in which,, by 

* His name was originally Hay, being the second ton of Oeoige Heoiy Earl of 
Khanout; bHt ke assumed that of Drummondy as hejrof entail, to ku great-grand" 
ladifti^ WaiUm Pramnottl Lord StuathiUaii. 
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hastily sending out Uie letter c, oiur wicked candidate for 
holy orders oontriyed to render the whole passage ludicroui^' 
viz. " Behold I shew you a mystery: we shall not all sleepy- 
but y^e shall aU be hanged (changed) in a momenl, in th^. 
twiiddisg of an eye, at the last trump/' In consequence' of 
this new. readings the whole hall was instantly-in a titter^ which 
increased to a broad laugh, and discomposed the ikmscles.f^ 
the grave and venerable Professor of Divinity, when Willk^ 
as he waa then called, with njiuch assumed gtavity excldm^ : 
" A very quick execution indeed !" 

So requisite did i| then appear, to acquire a sufficient sU>ck 
of thediogy, previously to being admitted a Minister of thie 
Kirk of Soptland, that six years' attendance at St. AndreVi^ 
was not deemed fully sufficient to qualify a young man {ot this 
charge. Two sessions more spait at Edinburgh, wefreiictually 
suppose^ necessary on this occasion ; and thither Mr. Thorn-* 
SOB accordingly departed with the full consent, and doubtless 
at the express request, of his munificent patron* By the good 
offices of this kind nobleman,, be was introduced to the two 
great literary stars that then adorned the northern hemispheres 
Dr. Blair, at that period so famous for those discourses which, 
for the first time^ rendered eloquence familiar to the Scottish 
pulpit ; and Dr. Robertson, whose talents as an historic 
began even then, to render him known and respected through- 
out England and £ur(^. By these gentlemen he was treated 
with siiqpdar distinction; they discerned genius and erudition 
in the young scholar, and at the same time, congn^ulated 
themselves on obtaining such a valuable accession to an order 
of which they themselves were distinguished ornaments* 

fiOs social diq>osition was now fully gratified in the northern 
capital; and it was thete, perhaps,i> where he first iipbibed 
tiiat leager attachment to conviviality, and ^^ good fellow- 
dup,'' as it is called, which never forsook him throu^ the 
remauidfr of his life. On the other hand, a| he excelled in 
wit and; humour^ his. cornpayiy was greatly eourted by . \m 
friends and fellow-students. And here it ought not to Jbp 
Miift^^ thai about thi^ tinn^) he formed an.aoqpiaint^ce with 
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Mr. Di^d Stewart, who, although his junior by seven years^ 
already began to give an early promise of that proficiency, 
which has acquired for h|m so many litc^ry laurels. With 
this gentleman he frequaitly conversed and argued oa -almoet 
eyeiy topic, jnatiiematics apart, contained within the whole 
circle of science — more especially on moral and political sub- 
jects; and above all, on metaphysics, in which they both 
excelled. 

Soon i^er this, Mr* Thomson was admitted a licensed 
preacher, previously to which he- passed through the tierjr 
cnrdeal of a lofig examination, which, indeed, he rather courted 
than feared ; and the longer and far more dreaded ceremonjr 
of praying, preadiing, and fitsting, absolutely necessary, pre- 
vioudy to admission. 

The following facts shall be detailed in the express words 
ctf one of his intimate friends and countrymen, drawn up at 
a time wh^i he was still living, and probably with his own ex- 
press {mrticipa^n. ■ 

*^ Thomson being now licensed to be a preadier, the first 
degree of Scotch orders, his patron was desirous that he should 
become assistant to the clergyman of die parish in whicSi 
Duplin was situated^ with the reversion of the living; then: 
held by an old gentleman nam^ Ranken; and propose^ to 
allow a liberal salaiy out of his own pocket, so diat the 
minister might be relieved from duty without a diminution o£ 
income. This intention was intimated to Mr. Rankoi, who 
received it with displeasure, and, like the Archbishop of 
Grenada, seemed very indignant that any person should pre^ 
sume to discover that he was becoming old. The Earl, dis^ 
appointed in this prefect, and seeing no proq^ect of a i^)eedy 
vacancy in his own imnwtdiate neighbourhood, recommended 
his pupil to his friend the Earl of Hopetoun, patron of mtoiy 
livings much nearer. Edinburgh, the chief seat of Scotch lite^ 
rature. Lord Hopetoun promised Thomson the ^first vacancy 
in his ff!ky if he should not then havd a more advantageous 
benefice. 

^ Meanwhile Thomson continued to preach finr the derg^ 
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in the nei^bourhdod^ accordiilg to tfce custom of Scotdi lioeir* 
tiates, and also continued to superintend the Dupliii library; 
In thl& repository he one day. found a work, that to an anti* 
quarian! might have appeared a literary discovery. Thi$ was 
a Latin treatise, purported to be a letter of Archimedes to^die 
King of Syracuse, in which the renowned mathematidan^ 
master of the laws of reasonings uses against the credHnlxty of 
mirades, precisely the same argument idiich is employed by 
Hume* Archimedes cannot believe die fables of the poets, aAd 
the pc^xligies recorded by historians, because he has. no eape- 
rience of such things himself^ fior eoer knew amf one tnia had 
such experience, and because^ as fiir as he knows of the com* 
soon course of nature, it is uniformly in opposition, to tales of 
miracle, prodigies, and deviations from the regular phe- 
noQiena of nature. Thomson, discovered this production to 
have come from Ae pen of the celebrated Dr. Pitcairit 

^ Ouf informing his Lordship of the book which he had. been 
perusing,' the Earl told him, he presumed it had be^i given to 
his father by the author, with whom the late Earl had been 
well acquainted; and desired William to translate it into 
English, which task he performed to the great satisfiu:tion of 
Lord Kinnoul and his literary friends. Lord Kinnoul had 
supposed with many others, that Hume denied the tr^th and 
the possibility of miracles ; Thomson proved' to him, that 
Hume's real doctrine is not, that mirades are impossible, but 
impitobable; that we have no proper evidence of miraeles, 
but the evidence of experience that they never existed* That 
this was the doctrine of Hume, though erroneous, his patron 
was perfectly convineed, by passages referred tx> by Thomson. 

^* Whatever influence or power WilUam Thomsoii could 
establish, either with a great man^ any set of men, or sodety in 
general, he could attain only by indirect means* If he had 
been in public life, he might have commanded htgb situation, 
by the extent of his capadty,, the masculine force of ral^ocina- 
tive doquence, or by parliamentary ability. He would not 
have sMefi £ivOur by-^ artifice and finesse. VHthout any 
. very tedious -researdi^ a reader of political histoiy may per-^ 
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hapa aindt Uiat it is; ;k)t*iUefi>r such a ^avftettr.^ be mp* 
(dallied by aless xapadbl^ but mote^rafty oomp^tor. rSudi 
aaretobeseenintbe.JioiB^ of 'squires and lords aswell as in 
tibe palaces of kings. The transcendaDlf ability of Thomson, 
impked envy into many of his cotemporaries, eaxA into those 
.vbo. sou^ the &9oar of Lord Kinnoul, jealousy. As sndi 
cotddnot raise themselves to any thing near an equ^^ with 
Thbn^% t^ey tried to debase him to a level with theimdves. 
One divine in particular had an eye to the most lucrative bene- 
fiote ptobably about to become vabant, for himsetfand a o(xa^ 
;panicHi of his theok^cal studies, wi]th v/hom he was very nearly 
^xttmected. 

^^ To faciliti^ this scheme dt was necessary to remove 
ThomacHi out df tbe way« About such. a hou^ as Dttj^iui 
l30ad'*eaters were not wonting. One of the^ a fcttide, ^to 
whom celibacy infiised additional asperity, alid hardened rigijd 
orthodoxy, was much ddighted with the dei^iym^i te ques- 
tion, becauae^ thou^ not very deep, th^ were evangelical 
proadhei^s. Thrcmgh this toad-eater these divines, suggested to 
XiCNrd.KkiiKHil, that an opportmiity opened for prooEuring the 
reyc^on of a good living to thdr much-respected friend, Mr. 
.ThomiK^ : tlmt old Mr. Porteus of Monivaird would be ex- 
tremdy tbank&l jfor such an assistant ordain^ as his suc- 
cessor. Porteus, who had been prediq)08ed by them for this 
jsnrapgement, ccHndded; and his Lordship agreed. Tfacnnson, 
thoii^h he discerned the influence and motives of the secret 
adtisersii and was himself averse to any appointment dtiat 
would .<ja;use his abseace from Duplin at a tnne when his 
presence wan n^c^sary to counteract hostile macbinatkms, 
yet would Jaot ire&se an oifer intended, be weU knew, by his 
patron, for his benefit The £ari promised that his new em- 
ployment should not'im^de his ^xerticms in his favour. He 
,«iUpwed Thomson fifty pounds a j/taar ofA of his prvvftte purse 
during the life of Mr. Porteus,. and obtained twetitf pounds 
viore from ibe landholders. 

"The presbyteiy of Anchtetardcr, to^ivliich tlieparidi of 
MpniKajrd baldn^y w^ vemariutble for reUgwus gloom and 
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fanatical austerity;* If a nrimster would be popular here, il 
was ^ecessarjr f<Mr him to be n^Siy severe ih hb Tnaniters, as* 
weB as rigorously adherent to bU Ae horrors of puritanical 
orthodoxy, Thomson was neither the one nor the other. He 
associated more mth the lairds, who are generally free and 

jovial, than with the ministers and elders ; he amused hhnself 
with hunting and fishing ; nay, he bad even the imgodHness to 
play on the violin. Indeed, in the presbytery, he acqtured 
the characteir of a bon vivant and pleasant companicm, rather 
than that of a godly minister. His sermons cost him little 
trouble. By meditating a few minutes on the Sunday morn- 
ing, be was aUe to deliver a discourse replete with sense and 
doqoence, while some of his brethren were at hard labour 
through the whcde week, to strain out a sufficiait quan- 

^ tity of mystical nonsaise. This difference of character and 
talents made Hiomson very unpopular with some of his bre- 
thren. Tlioi^, on the whole, he was much liked even in the 
preflt)ytery of Auditerarder. In his own parish he was ex- 
tremely beloved, notonly by the gay Highlanders, but even 
by the grave and somewhat melancholy Lowlanders.f Being 
ordained in 1776, the fi>llowing year he acquired very great 
&me^ by a ^eech which he delivered in the General Assembly, 
and .on the fellowing occasion : — A parson of the name of 
Lawson, whose &ther was olmoxious to some of the osdkKlox 
clergy, had apfdied for a licentiate's orders* 

^ Against the young man's character and qual^cationn^ 
there could be no objection. Some of the ministers^ however, 
opposed him oa account of an extreme uncouthnesS m his mi- 
ners and great ignorance of the wc»rld, and particularly of evnry 
thing approachmg to genteel life; althotigh ins femiiy pos-^ 
sessed no inconsideraUe estate in the parish <^ AucftCerarder* 
^Hie real truth was^ that Campbell, the minister of Atichter-^ 
atder, entertained a grudge at Mr. Lawson's father, for having^ 

* Sm Newtft'f Tour through ScotUnd and England, p. 251. 
t The ycrith of Monifa^d, on the frontier of the Ofampians, deseenda into th* 
valley of Sttathcrs. 

Ci 4 
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q|^>oaied hk appoin^lxieht to the kirk of Auchterarder.' Thom^' 
son, who was cho&len, in 1777, one of the; deputies or repre-- 
sentativesof the pre8b3rtery in the General Assembly) to whidir 
Mr.L^wson had appealed, supported the appeal thfrt had 
be^ -made by Mr. Lawson, on the ground that students of 
divii^ty hare clains to ordination, having gone through the 
prescribed course of study, if nothing can be urged against 
their literary attainments, or their moral character, although 
they should be deficient in^what the French call^f/^5 mceurs^ 
or manners :^ ^ The churches of the Reformation,' said Mr. 
Thomson, after a good deal of serious reasoning, ' in general^ 
but that of Scotland in particular, have been mUch indebted 
to rustic apostles ; and in the presbjrtery of Aucbtermrder, in 
particular, this excessive studiousness of fashion and pdiiteness. 
is ))ut a novelty. 

<^ &ich an apostle appeared near two thousand years ^fige on 
th^ banks of the Jordan, preaching rq>entaBce, and announcing- 
the a{^roaching reign of grace and the remission of sins, ^e 
world confessed his right to preach a doctrine he so well prac- * 
tised) and the united effect of precept and example. was pro* 
digious. But had this preacher, in the spirit of Elias, come^ 
or should he yet appear on the banks of the Em, and seek the 
communioii of our good presbytery, begirt, as he was, ;with a 
leathern bdt, clothed in the skin of a camel, and chewing the 
while his locusts and sucking his wild honey: * I^ay Sir,* it 
would be asked, / who is your barber? We should be ashamed 
to be seen with you on the town-lone * of Auchterarder.' 
. " At these words the whole assembly was moved with 
laughter, and his Grace the GHnmissioner himself, (who, in 
the Assembly, represents the person of the King,) the Earl of 
Dalhousie^ rela^g his gravity, laughed lieartily. At his 
table, a few days thereafter he took much notice of Mr. Thom*- 
jion, aiid said, ^ We are all indebted to you, Mr. Thomson,^ 
you really made us laugh a great deal.' But laughter was not 
the only emotion excited by Mr. Thomson : he was equally 

t Thestweu 
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success la rouring syUipalhy wkh Li^saii, and ind^Mtioi^ 
against Gimpbell, as we learn from me Rev. Mr. Macauley^ a; 
friiM of LawscHi's, who published Mr. Thomson's i^Msedi, or 
the substance of it, in the Caledonian M^cury. 

*^ llie decision in Lawson's case was of great importanco 
to all students of divinity, to all who might entertain pros- 
pects of settling relations or dependents in churdi-livings, and 
to the unity and very existence of the Church of Scotland, a& 
Mr. Thomson sKow^ to. the satisfiu^coi and approbation of 
the Assembly, ^-^d though there was on this question dixmt 
I^awsop, as it was treated by. Thomson, a great deal c^ the 
ludicrous, it was considered by; Br. Robertson and his fiienda 
as a very serious* question. The presbytery of Auchterarder, 
when pushed irom the ground of rejection they had taken, 
s^df that they had an arbitrary power of receiving or reject-r 
ing a candidi^ for being receiyed on trial, without being ac** 
countable to the General Assembly, or any other court, than 
that of their own conscience. 

^^ This presbytery was distin^iished frcun alL the pieiby« 
ieries in Scotland by puritanical rigour of discipline^ though 
not ,by any means by purity of manners ; by a Pharisaical 
pride, and a spirit of refiractiousness against the authority of the 
Church. Tbey were not satisfied with the Confession oflPaith^ 
nor yet even the Solemn League and Covenant^ but fi*amed a 
•creed, known for half a century by the name of the Auekter" 
order Creed. It was distinguished by the hi^est pitch tq 
which Antinomianism could be strained ; by the position that 
yeryfew indeed were to be saved though many were called: 
and that hell fire was not a metaphor^ but that the bodies of 
the ungodly would be reunited to thedr souls, for the purpose 
pf being burQed, though not consumed by an intense elemei^v 
^juy fire, to all eternity. 

; *^ This presbytery pretended, in a word, to be an independent 
.dmrch by itseli^ and in all cases^ being best acquainted wjeth 
local circumstances^ to set at npught the decisions of die As- 
^embly, even those for the inductioA of ministers into churchr 
^livings by the law of patronage^ and$ in all cases^ to do what 
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ibey dtemselyes coneeired ta be Ibf the inlM^ of the kkr k^ 
and Ae gkiry of God and the good of sools. So that the 
qoeBtion of Larson was nltunatdy eonneeted wfth that system 
of subcH'dinatioP) unityy and alliance between diet;him;h aiid 
the state, for which Dn Robertson had mth so mnch honour 
and suecess oontended. 

" During the few years that Mr» T%onM0n was mlnisti^ of 
Monivaird, he was invited l^ Dr. Robertson to correspond 
with him, which hedid widi much {deasure to hijnsdf, and as 
modi jMniwenient, as we have been well ^formed, to Dr. 
Robertscm,- who always qioke of Mr. Thomson with great 
kindness, and an i^ipa^ent anxiety for his wdfiure. 1%^ 
cdebrity acquired by Mr. Thmnson at die General Assembly 
w«s very pleasing to his patron, the Earl c^ Kirnioill. Tlie 
lmng«-hunters, amounting to three hi all, w&eo they w^it to 
Duidin, where the clergy of all parts were always welcoine, 
admitted that Mr. Thon^iscni possessed great talents; and 
lamented thai he should not put them to a better use. They 
said every thing agaii^t Lawson, whom they repareteilted as 
ihrvoid of ccMnmon sense. Th^ exa^erated Thomson's ecm- 
Tivial indulgences, and began to make an impresi^cm on the 
EarU ^Indeed, his Lorddrip might have long «een, that Wil- 
liam Tbomscm was litde &Jbed for being a dergyman where so 
mudi rigidness was required. 

*^ l^omson's pleasurable pr(q)^isities, whidi he was sup- 
posed no^ always to confine within the bounds which ascetic 
piiritanism prescribes, though no instance was accuretidy 
ascertained, yet w^^ the subjects of reports, that, pervading 
' the ccnmtiy, reached the ear o( his patron. T^maon deiemed 
it expedient to resign his diarge; imd not chooiing to sedc 
another church livipg in a less ca^sortous place, he :resolved 
to bid adieu to Scotland, and to try his fntiine in Lffl>idon^ ^ 
scene much more suitable to &*st-rate genius and learning than 
4he' pwteby tery of Aucbtorarder. Mr. Thomson's ^noUe pa- 
tron, in whose breast an affectionate concern fior one, whom^ 
#OTEi his> seventeenth year, hpe had brought up aaad educated in 
lus own &nUy, was not ^idhtolly extfafigiHshed by & etttiducty 
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cnrtoiiify: not akogeAfB^ beeoniiig a mkuiter of the gMpd, 
gsre ord^tt to Mr^Hcnry Fowler^ one of the principal 'deiks 
of the Treo^ury, and who^ like llioiiiKmy bad beoi brought 
up is hk mm fiunily, topoy him his yearly allowance asttgual^ 
until/be .4)oukl fed his way in London.* Mr. Thomacmdid 
not call for it more than two or three years; whether that^ in 
so short a time he had wrought himself into tdlerdbly good 
cascumstences^ or that he was dedrous, fjxHn vanity or pride, 
to have it thoi^;ht, in his^ niplive comAry^ that he was so. 

'^ Thedroamstaneeofliis i«edving his pension from theEafl 
of Kinnoul, IJumigh a cleric of die Treatfuty, gave rise to a 
i»y dnA inddeot. As he oame out of the Treasury, the ¥«iy 
first time he went to draw his tfOK, he was- met by Prriittser 
Dunbar of Aberdeen^ wh6se great object it was, by p<ditieal 
, wridog, . to make himself c^ consequence to government. As 
they walked tog^lier aloi^ Parliament -Street f, Dr. Dunbar 
asked Thomson where he was going ? and whether they m^hi 
not go scmie where and dine together? Thomson, witfiout hesi- 
tat»^ told him, that be was going to Mr. Drummond's the , 
banker^ to get money for a drtA from Mr. Fowler, and that 
be smiild then be in proper earcumstances to dine with him* 
He tM Dwiber that he jm^% go to Drun:mi<md's along mhih 
bim. He did so ^ be saw the money paid ; and was iinme^ 
diatdy convinced that, though he himself had not obtained any 
thong, jmdscaredy any attention, on account of his essays, this 
ieUow had already been taken into the pay of the Treasury. 
After dinner he fiitrly put the questicm, whether be was not in 



* ' Dr. Thomson once informed the writer of thh note^ thtt the conntrj peoplt in the 
9«^hboiirbood of ^c £til of Kinnool's /Mftt at Dv^n, were never able w eonpfe^ 
hend the real reasons of hit lordthip'i attachment to him. In consequence of this* 
^ey were accustomed to attribute his Idndness and munificence to tetfith aindaeMtu 
ipotivce» and tbey aeootdinB^eowp id e M thoyomif men as hie ill^imate son. 

f The gentleman here mentioned wm one of the professors at King's College, Old 
Aberdeen, where he usually passed by the same appellation as the father of the Heathen 
fieitki. Hippetting U'lm dam^netraaSng an abstruse proposidon dnrteg a 4kU mA 
dreafy aftemooi^ to his own dass, the members of which aeemed to be very diowiy, he 
suddenly resumed his usual energy by exclaiming { '' were I Jove himself thunderini|p 
ftoAi die tdpof Olympas, you would notlietr sm !" He it seidto ftnve^een ^the dttee 
aies«n the nortfi side of the fiver D9R who oljoeted to the AmiHean war. 
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the pay of the ministiy ? Thomson to teaze and vex Dunbar,'^ 
Gonfimedhim inthel)elie£tlial; it was a%:hy slightfy d^yuijg* 
ity or evading the question^ and turning die subjeet" 
, We now behold Mr. William Thomson an inhabitant of 
London^, ail immense capital abounding with riches, misery,^ 
im4 temptations; and holding out honours, preferment^ and 
idvantag^ of all Jurids to successftd candidates of every 
^euomipation. But the fame of our future author had not^ 
preceded him, from the northern to the soiitihem capital ; and 
a^ yet he had Diot composed any work calculated to attract 
either the applauses,^ or the c6i)fidence of strangers, so that he 
wa^. destitute of friends. In short he might have remained here 
in obscurity for many year^ and wasted all his ^< sweetness ia 
tlie desert air^" had not a circumstance occurred^ that at once 
jpipdijced for him, both bread and celebrky. Dr. Robert 
W^^ii} laJe Principal of the United Colleges of St. Andrew'i^ 
hlul died in the year 1780* He had projected a history of 
Philip III- King of Spain,, which of course comprehended the 
revolt of the provinces of the Netherlands^ (including Holland,) 
from his iron yoke; and as this subject was intimately connected 
with* the insurrection then actually easting in our Trans* 
Atlantic provinces ; it was expected to become a very popular 
and interesting work. In order to realise this object, the 
^uthor had commenced a correspondence with several of his 
countrymen settled in foreign parts, 'and particularly with the 
late Dr. Maclean, and some of the ministers of the Church of 
Scotland, resident in the United Provinces.. Unfortunately^ 
however, this learned divine died at the age of fifty, before he 
had completed his labours, ond the sequ^ of an un^nished 
miEifiuscript, remained to be composed by another hand. This 
became an object of great consideration, both to his fame 
and his family, for he had left some orphan daughters but 
scantily prodded fpr^ and excited great hopes of gratification 
on the part of his eountrymen. It was a lucky circumstance, 
both for Mr. Thomson, and the young ladies, that two of 
their ^ardian^^ were his frieods ; for they ccmsMted of the 
Doctors Robertson and Blair ; the venerable Mr. George 
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Dempster, Ex-M.P, who is the sole survivor of them all; 
and the late Mr. James Shaw *, their uBcle, ^o afterwards « 
became an author himself. These gentlemen selected him to 
revise; correct, and finish the original sketch. This task} 
ddica^ and difficult as it assuredly proved under thcf au- 
spices of Mr. Thomson, who was inde&tigaUe both in his 
labours and researches, advanced rapidly to a conclusion^ 
and finally obtained the commendation of ail his onplcqrers^ 
while it proved a source of considerable profit and advantage 
to the fiunily of the deceased historian. It was the opinion 
' of no conten^tible judge — Dr. Adam Smith — that . the 
latter was the better portion of the work. 

** Dr. Maclean, of the Hague," observes he, *^ who was 
writing of those times and affairs, was very much afraid of 
Dr. Watson, and Dr. Watson was very much afraid of Dr. 
Maclean; but I could have tokl them, that they had very 
Uttle occasion to be afraid of one another. : /There was one 
of whom they little diought (Thomson), and. who did not 
possess half of their advantages of leisure and libraries, who 
,was formidable to both." 

Qn this occasion, the continuator's multifarious knowledge^ 
prov^ of great avail; his generalising habits afforded .him 
lample of^rtunity for compressing and condensing both his 
narrative and his arguments ; while the hope of fame a^d the 
iear of disappointment, contributed not a little to give that 
neatness and precision to his language, which he afterwards 
neglected^ partly in consequence of the multiplicity of labours 
assigned to Trim ; and partly from mere inattention; ' 

.That the fortunate conclusion of this work, obtained cm- 
sideraUe fiune for the present, and abundance of future em* 
ployment to Mr. Hiomscm cannot be doubted ; and it 
^ight not to be forgotten, that the share of the profits. as^ 
^gned him, proved a considerable encouragement to a 
young man, whose resources mrere both scanty :and .px:e« 

• TbU.^entleatii, the son of the Itte Profesior Shaw of St. Aodrew'f,^ wu greatly 
addicted' to the smdj of mtnral hutorj j and some years sisee, wrote and published a 
work, entitled, *< Sketches of tKe Netb^lands/' which he had recently mted. 
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cariout* Nor ought it li«re to be cmittted, that his friends, 
of whom lie had then manj, obtoined for him the Unsolicked 
d^rer of LL. D. from ^e Univero^ of Qhisgoir; \diik a 
second olfer of the doctotrnte^ arrived soon after from Edinbia|^ 
We are from this moment to consider Dr. Thomson, as a 
regular London' author, not indeed like the literary men of 
Oernum^, ¥^o annually prepare their works for the eiqnress 
pmrpose ci being scdd at the fiiir of FraidLfart; hut- one 
always ready and willing to treat for a 4to. Sva* or 12mo; 
ydLmnc^ no matter on what subject, with' any eminent or 
adventurous booksellers of the day. He was also notun-^ 
frequently employed either to revise c»r review the wQiks of 
living authors.; so that he was not ina^^y termed by a cele- 
brated lady, whose tmbrio novds he was sujqxised to frames 
train, and.renderproduetive, ^ a professional critic.'' In short, 
he (^pened a kind of literary Bazaar^ in whi^h ware of all 
sorts and sixes for the library, might be obtained in a finished 
state^ and he must be allowed, indeed, to have beoi eminently 
dotingnisfaed, in reqpect to the variety of his labour^ ^oapioy^ 
ments, and speculati<nis. In consequence of the wants of an 
^encreasing fiunHy, be was wm oUiged literally to write for 
their siqpport, audi, consequently, on all possible subjects^ con- 
nected with the politios, the history, or the passii^ occurrences 
of the times in which .he lived* 

The next enqpioyment c^ any magnitude, in which we find 
our industrious author employed, was a '^ Commentary on the 
Bible ;f' this was publidied not in his own nami^ but in c»e 
supposed to be Uni for the occasion; that of a severead 
dkine^ dien a popidar. preacher, in London. His bookseliers, 
4m this occasion, were Messrs. Fielding azul Walker of Pater-* 
noster^Row, a part of the city in whicbhe soon became not miy 
weO known, but eminent and conspicuous in no «mall d^ree* 

Budness^ mai^tat too of a different and respectable kind, 
flowed in qiaeew' At the reeommendation of the. late.Br. 
Douglas, afterwards Bishop of Salisbury, who had read, and 
approved ^Im^Mofftum.Opus* ; he was fixed chi by Dr. Hoi* 

• HbtcwyofPhaipin. 

' • ' Digitized by Google 



DR. THOMSON. 95 

tingbeny ^, to be bath trao^ator and and editor of a bhtory 
irf Grreat Britain, during an interesting, period. This was 
originaliy written in Latin, by Alexander Connii^han^ bom 
^ Ethrick, near Sdkirk in Scotland, in 1654, but educated 
in Hollajid.^ 

In consequence of this latter circumstance he was induced, 
while a young mea^ to accompany William III. then Prince of 
Orange to England. After a variety of employments and 
adiwntures he became English Resident at Venice, in whidi 
. irtation he continued during &ve years. He^ thai repaired to 
England, and died in Londim, in 1737. After a lapse ai 
fifty years, in 1787, appeared his " History oi Great BritaiB^ 
from the revi^tion to the accession of George I. in two 
lr(dumes^ Sto. translated Jfirom.the Latin manuscript by Dr« 
William TlM»nson.^ Of the original merits of this production, 
the writer of the present article has often heard him speak with 
applause. 

Sometime anterior to this, however, he had writt^K a 
work in whidi a rigorous &ncy was not a little predcMninai^' 
This was ^^ The Man in the Moon^" a whimsical titl^ cal* 
culated to excite attention and attract. notiice. It Abofiyi^t 
with fancy, combined with criticism and learning., The 
authcMT is at great pains to point out all the cbpcU worthy of 
research, within the circle of science imd.philosophy» in this 
sublunary world. His sketch of the metaphysical philoscH 
phers, has been praised by some of his contemporaries ;. and 
he is anxkniSf Jike T?op^ to discriminate between . laboriooa 
dulness, and 3pontaneQus genius. While be enqiloys the 
ndicuW of Swift against all lovers of wer/ek,- — jsuperficial 
natm:;idi9ts,iierbd|J9ts, Mod antiquaries, find no.favour witbliifn. 

In 178^ appearfidhTravels in Eur(^)e^ Asia, and Afidea, 
which of course was not an original production^ for the wcurik 
was oompottod .in London, from the communications, of others. 
This waaioU^^ed, in I7889 by Memoirs of the War vfi Asia, 
from 17S0:to^ 1784 ; an interesting period for aJX tho^ who 
were connected with our settleoaents in the East, either by 

^ Dr. HolUogbcrry had married Cunningham's'^nnd-daughter» 
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residence or commerce^ and indeed U> the whdie nation m a, 
geilend point of view. In the course of this work, he {Xm^ 
trajrs with a considerate degree of ability^ the di8astroit& 
state of oUr Asiatic possessions, in consequence of oar havii^ 
employed all our forces, and nearly exhausted all oiir fiances, 
by a long, sanguinary, and unprofitable contest with our 
American colonies. He exhibits the imminent danger, aris- 
ing fitnn the power and talents, of Hyder AUy, who had 
entered into a formidable league with France, and rendered 
himself renowned by his valour, his victories, and hi9 re-» 
sources. He then reverses the medal, and displays the 
talents employed against him, both in the cabinet imd the 
field; the means adopted to obtain success, and finally, the 
terminiation of the contest by a secure and honourable peace. - 

Obliged to recur to unceasing labour and continud e^er**' 
tions, in consequence of the res angusta domi^ a nnriiber of 
nameless works were revised, edited, or produced by the 
Doctor, in rapid succession. It was not until 1789, indeed, a 
period when the minds of other men were principally occupied 
in political speculations, that he produced another worked 
fiction, combined with a certain portion of science. His 
^< Mammoth, or Human Nature displayed on a Grand Scale, 
&c'^ appeared also, at this important period. In this work, 
he seems desiroun to ** justify the ways of Odd to tftan," 
by exhibiting in our nature and destination, certain capabi* 
Uties, not only of happiness, but also of high intellectual 
attiunments, provided they are but properly and solely cfirected 
towards their respective ends. As on a former occasion, he 
had Swift's " Gulliver" in his eye, so he recurs to the same 
production on the present ; but in express opposition to that 
satirist of human nature, he displays mankind in an amiable 
and interesting point of view. 

But Dr. William Thomson did i^ot wholly confine Wa exer- 
tions to w(»rka connec^ted with history or imagUiation, wiih 
travels, voyages, or romances. There were no species of lite-^ 
rature in which he did not participate ; and in which he waa 
not thought at one time also to exceU In newspapers, maga^ 
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Eines^ and revieHrg^ .he engaged with an ardour, and to k 
' dc^ree^ scarcely cre(Uble. An excellent manory, joined to an 
extensive and almost universal knowledge, rendered him! a 
good, reporter *, and accordingly, he was sometimes eng4god 
£N?:the s^ion, and sometimes for a. single .evening or two <xbly^ 
when debates, on great national questions: were expected* . / 
It is well known that the late . Mr. William Woodfidl; was 
th^ first who ventured on details of this kind; and it 'was not 
vrithout perilf asv he himself was accustomed to asi^rt,' that 
he.pubHshed an. account of the proceedings in parliament. 
In point of talent and acquirements, he. was far outs|ri{ip6d 
by the subject of this .memoir ; who, on the other hand, must 
be fairly owned to have found a superior in the person (^ 
Mr. James Sheridan, an accomplished Irishman, no way con- 
nected however with his cdebrated namesake, whose speeches 
he.was accustomed to detail, with wonderful accuracy, point, 
and precision ; 4s well as tho^e of Mr. Fox. They have been 
all equalled, if not eclipsed, by some young men of the pres|en^ 
day, most of whom have received a liberal education ; ;andi in 
point of conduct, character, and talents, rank as gentlemen. 
/ In the course .of this fatiguing and laborious ministry,^ Pr; 
Thomson'exerted himself frequently for the " Oracle," and, if 
we are not misinformed, also occasionally for the " Morning 
Chronicle," and other daily papers. He was of course, accus- 
tomed ^to sit iq) during the whole night, and.it was not until 
broad dayrlight, after the. members had retired to thjeir bedsy 
4iiat his labours, in . re^)ect to penmanship, commenced.' It 
was- then, that over a bottle of port, or some.other requidte 
refreshment, if it could possibly be procured, he would sit 
4own: and disburthen a mind, fraught with the eloquence of 

otlier men ; and it was not until near the hour of publication^ 

% 

' • Thornton ii t&id, by a ^ood judge, to hare been rather an inattentive leporter, at 
times; and to have tooMtiiMa inppUed any deficiency, arising frpm thia neglect, by 
the resources of his own mind. On its beint? one day. observed, ihat a particular 
apeech was not " that actually delivered by the member," he replfed;'" it was a 
foolish one, not worth remembering; I therefore madt another, and a better one 
for him !** 

VOL. II. H 
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that be wa<r ptnnittei to jredzie to ld» fa^^ - la. addkionto 
this species^ of ^conapositioii, : he wa& accustoiiAed to ftomish 
disseriatkiQS, esflByiy and paragraphs.; and as he. was r^ufauiy 
paid 91 ready maoey, tiiis emplojrmeat, if not morex^fmgeotd 
to bismiiid^ was at least more suitable tQ his wants tiban those 
worktf for which be received a more inadequate^ coosidieratian, 
and iSiaft too, by means ofn^ibat he termed the. kmg-minded 
notes^of Jx)okselIers«' He also published, for. many years, a 
weeldy . abridgement of politics in thei ^ Whitehall E?enii^ 
Post,*' whkb redoum^ greatly to the credit of that paper. 
As this publicati<m was wtirdy devoted to the.intM:estof ]^. 
Pitt, and the Miners thai in place, it may be readily sup" 
posed, that the prind{^es there &voured and iacukaled w»« 
Hot e^Q^ecdy hostile to thdr administration.. At leii^^ how- 
ever, in an enl hour, and by the exertion of an indi^p^ident 
^iit, which depriyed him and his family of upwards of fi% 
gumeas a year, his disndssi(m actually took place in 179S* 
On this occadon, ^F.^^ThcHBsoo^ afteg^peraring, , examining 
and detailing the «pvidence produced agamst Aris, tlie 
Keeper, or <^ Governor of the Hous&.of X^orrection in Ccidy 
Bath-Fields," i^oclaimed thfs horrors, cruelties, and injustice, 
duit were then ^and there said to be perpetrated. Mr. Pittj in 
ppeA Parliamidit^ habd indeed in a manly manner, avowed his 
sensi^ of, and ind^ation at his xniiconduot. JSubsequentfy 
io thit period two Gi^oid Juries have made < a presentm^it 
against tM^jaU; and the Magistrates at length, byatai%^ 
but just sentence, &ially agrefd to bis-jdinniBsum. Ckk this oc^ 
ti»ib% Dr. Wili^m Thomson, became the victim of bis imau^ 
nity; and was thus- deipri^ed of a cosniderable som^. easily 
earned by^e labours of two or .three hours, during 4he mora^ 
ing^ bf publication^' It will be readily supposed, that, he was 
not actuated by any political consideration; for although at 
the commencement oi^ the Frendi B^vplution, be^sufie^e^ his 
mind to be dazzled, for a time, by it^ splendours; yet it is, well 
known to all ^.miliar with him, that he considered politics 
nearly with the same indifference as a game at chess; and 



Digitized by 



Google 



DR. lHOMSOffV 99 

never dniturbed lin ddmbeis^ or iii|ttred Us^iilleretts^ by any 
ftdings or cbnsiderationfl of this kind. 

In odier periodKal pubfications, he wa^ also engaged' dnmg 
miktyyeeur^. Net otily the review of new works, wkh an ao 
cdunt ofthdr authors, in the ^^ European Magasone^" was 
conducted through- many 'tolumes by him aliRie;'biit he was 
also eriiployed in compoi^g 0ther portkmrcf it; in the 
^^ PoDtical- Herald*^ too, a - we^ly pamphlet, supposed to be 
conducts oift t^e Whig prindple^, aldiough whdly and^n* 
tit^ly devoted to the coalitioh of that djay, he took an aiMive^ 
but subordinate part, undn* the name of IgncM ; the ehkf 
Conduct and advantages accruiiigiVbm it, bdng reaped by -the 
cdebrated author of the " Histciry of Mary QueeA of Sdots.*^ 
He also engaged in the " Critical Review," until a dispute took 
place with Mr; Hkmiltcm. 

' 9o great now, however, was his feme, that like Dr. Johnson, he 
was generally applied to for It pre&<c^ fif knanyarnew bo^k, and 
ahnosQl: every monthly publication, on its first i^peAriuioe^ was 
ushered fato the world fey his pen. ' W%en Mr. l^^lvebfe firtt 
priiited the << Sportsman's Magazine,''- he actually add r aw ed 
our author r ^nd although ho man in thd kingdom w9» so 
Bttle acquainted vrith the nature and habits of hounds, horses, 
and hares, yet he sat down and- lAAtim^ composed a 
dBfiertatibn on these subjects, for which he ree<^ed aeoqile 
off gtiiiteas. The teckmeed part viras afterwards added bj^ the ' 
Edkor, Who p^haps deemed the intn^dttejix^fy esMy teoifim 
and fauninous for the intellects crf'hb readers. 
' It^dreadybeoi stated that th^ iiub}ect ^f this memour 
lost a small annual subsidy, - by his attack of one Omemcft i 
and it now remibins to be added, that fortune at length amf^ 
iiUtennnfied him by rendering his aid necessa^ to the defeiM 
of another. The impeachment of Warren Hastings, ^Esq.^ 
late Governor-General of Bengal, opened an ample fieM for 
discussion ; and the long and cruel protraction of Atat geiitle* 
man's trial, however terrible to him, tended not a little to the 
benefit and advantage of all his advocates, notwithstanding diey 
earnestly, loudly^ and unimimously protested against it. 

H ? 
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- In tte English Review, far whiefa he wrote during many 
years, while it belonged to another, and wldch afterwards be- 
came hitf own property, as well as squibs, pamj^lets, and 
separate publications, particularly by an ^' Introduction to the 
Hist6ry of the Trial," Dr, T. sustained the diEaracter, sup- 
ported the innoc<»ice, and justified the intentions of this sin- 
gular and celebrated man. His humanity was all aliye on a 
foa*mer occasion, to the distresses of the prisoners, supposed 
to be maltreated in his own country; but the cries and dis- 
tresses of the Begums and the native princes, never once ap- 
pear to have quivered in bis ears ! His zeal on this occasion, 
of course, reeomm^ended him to Major Scott, whb becaime ao- 
quainted with the Doctor, through Mr. John Murray, an 
emin^it boo)cseller, then residing in Fleet-street. He was 
afterwards introduced ^o the Ex-Governor and his lady, whom 
he was accustomed, in the warmth of his admiration, to^cfUn- 
liare.ijo! ^^ King Sdomcm and the queen of l%dl>a." 
r At this period, he redded in Fitzroy-square, and by this 
time had fom^ed an acquaintance with a number x)f respectaUe 
men. Among these, was the present &r James Maddntosfa, 
a.genUeman much younger than himself the edio of whose 
early, rqautation |iad a^r^idy been heard from the Scottish 
capital; and was about to resound, by means of his Vindtda 
GaUkay throii^hout the whole anpire. At an ^ariier peEio<^ 
and by means of Hn, Moncrief, his dass-fellow, at Edinburgh, 
he.had become acquainted with Dr. Gilbert Stuart, the eloquent 
apologist of all those in <^q)pski(m to the testimony o^ \m^ 
countryman, Buphanan, wh<Hn he respected, and his omtem- 
porary and rival. Dr. Robertson, whcnn he hated and abused^ 
^ Gibby^" as he was accustomed fiuniliarly to t&aa him,: was 
his senior by four years; and. although llie son. of a 'Prdmmxi 
apd himself a candidate for the same office, aft^ a regular 
education at the University of Edinburgh ; yet. we rhav;e. faeaid 
hi^ friend assert, and appeal to their comm<M> agq^atotance^ 
Dr. Grant, for the truth of the position, that although h^exr, 
oeUed in ccm^sition, and possessed a vaijety of other lcnaw*< 
leg^ that yet he was actutJly unacquainted wi^ the commoii. 
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dlviflioQs df Boienoe and ^lUosbphy. Under this gentlemaR, 
*as has been already observed, he composed several papers. for 
the ^Political HeraM," for which the former, as the ostensiUe 
-Editor, was handsmnely paid; while the latter received but H 
scanty remuneration. But it was as a. ^^ boon companion,!' 
that'he was intimatdy connected with this gentleman, who was 
greatly addicted to conviviality, and that too in a manner, 
and to an excess which can scarcely be credited by one who is 
.acqudi^d with the el^ant effusicms of his polished niSiid. 
The " Peacodk,'* in Gray's-Inn-Lane, was the sccine of their 
festivities, and it was there that these learned Doctors, in 
rivulets of Burtcm.^e, not un&jequjently i^tififf^ libaticms to 
their favmirite dmty, until the dods: informed them of the ap- 
proaching day. 

At^ length the constitution of Dr. Stuart siiccumbed ; a 
dropsy hegAU to threaten him with dissolution, and he took a 
sea voyage to the place of his nativity, for the express purpose 
of recovmng his health. While in this situation, he Was much 
amu&ed by the gambols of the seisds at thef entrance into the 
-Frith of Forth, and on enquiring of the captain of t^e packet 
on what ihey subsisted, he was told in reply : ^^ sahncm and 
•sidt water." This seemed to excite his oompassicm, for he in- 
stantly rejoined : " very good meiat but very bad drink l'* 
' Inrfdlowing the series of his litemy laboujrs, we shall en- 
deaww as much as possible to preserve :dates. As he excelled 
in summaries and abridgments, and might be allowed to 
have abounded in general knowledge, our author greatly do- • 
li^tedin ^narrative, and >dissertaticm. For many yeairs he/ had 
been profitably engaged in cenlposing articles of criticism, 
.together with the political and literary app^nidiceis' to Mur- 
ray's ^ En^h Revidw," the Isi^r of wlridh were writtm 
chiefly, if not solely by his own pen. * B&t in 1794, wheuhe 
became sole proprietor, jthe sale dropt^ and. the cdnoem ceased 
tO'beadv«ntageoii8, ite the work v<^ no Icnigc^r committed to 
die footering^hand c^ that << nursing fiilher," a Londoaboc^ 
seller. At length, after a fidr trial of three or four years, 
under Us^own exclusive managemclht, he was foi^ced entirely 
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to r^aqmsb it. He aoobrdm^y apfdied to the late Mr^ 
Josei^ Jolmson, of St. Fold's Cburcb-yocd, who, at ks^gdi, 
iHcorpctfateA it wkh die *^ Anolytkal Emew/' to wbich the 
Doetdr tnmsfenred, for a considecable tiaie» attsontiiiiifiioilL of 
the fonner ^Tptf'^^^. . 

At th^ pUtin but hospitaUe table of the publisher, he was 
frequently a guest about tfak period, and amongthe xmH of the 
company, Mrs. Wolstonecrof); ii^io was usually {Mresent, oecur 
pied a distinguished place. Slue was then h^ly xatemtHiaf^ 
being in the height of her youth, beauty, and li^mry prdeu- 
sions ; but her merits seem to have been ddner .utterly uiikiioiw 
to, or overlooked l^ the XkKtdr; fia^'happeniDrg ixie afioBoon 
to be 1^ tete'O^ete with hear, he- somi after fell oAeepj and 
snored aloud. Hie lady was accustomed to lau^ heartily yAsn 
the t^it^ this circumstance. 

hi 1 7^5, was publii^ed a vdwone of ^ Travels in Ibe Western 
Hebrides ' from 1 782 to 1 790." Tlu9 appeared under /the 
name of &e ^^ Rev. John Lane Bttduo^eui^A^ Missioimry 
Minister to the isles from the Church of fiei^land f bat Dr. 
-^'[RiotaidOn ought to bed^eiaed'the^eal Hmthoi^ havfaigcon- 
trired^ from a &w notes of this clergyman % tol^rm a small 
8to. volume. B^nr^e this period^ the Westan Mtmim wipre 
but little known to the pul^ having been scavceiy ever men- 
"tioned, except by Donald Monro, whose c^mikx^ andt^crip- 
tions w^re quoted andin^Bdtly foUdwed by George flnrfwnan, 
iti his history of Scotland. HerewasarUewfi^id qsesed^ fbrno 
professed tnodem traveller had ever entared those seduded isks, 
of Lewis, Harris, both the Uiiits^ Barrajfy&c* sone x^infekh 
sre lUstant no^ less than 70 miles from the main land, wmi aene 
"else but a miMdnary would ever have peregrinated^ thither. 
According to die deplor^te account hate given : ^ the vri^ 
warns of the wild indians of Afhierica are e^piaUy good, «im1 
bettar ftMlshed," than the dottages of the wdbapp^ and op- 
pressed p^BiBmtry of Harris. If the aeeoimt i^idi hew 
lies open before the l^ter of the present Javticile be tnie,^ or 

* Xke Re?, MJwipQVfj's rt*) luune is takl t^ have been " M»(^ei^r," 
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evai nearly ecnroct^ theAfidcanSodetj^biq^fattQ jeBd^a^rdn 
lers fii&ei^ and^ Mn' Wilfaerfbio^ now that the sjiwetrade hai» 
been happdy^boiidied, ishonldtransfer kis attoidoB.to tbaie 
imsCJitibleBhinres. Aebc»rdiii|9todna]MHrcttdve,the«DekiQtj[^ 
6rkl bondage istUl exists m all its honrors; the iabouxB «£fift]fH 
two days in the year are demandsd.firom some o£ the iiinbiippy 
tenants ; others of them are dbliged to toBttr their ^f master's 
childven,'' widioat wages ; while ihe state o£ the ^ ScaUi^! is 
assttveiUy &r JnfericH: to that of the negro an tb^ West Indiesi 
fi>r they both seem^ indeed, to ti^e add labour under theitec*' 
rors and toitni% (^ the. whip; > but with llusdi0erence^, that 
whiie the ^bndean dave is here rqireaeiitfd; as .starving 
during the whide yefur:; the skve of the torrid zon^ hlia at 
least the^ chance of getting sleek and fiit, during in*op timeJ 
Httmanity teadies us diaritafaiy t» < hoipe that Ae origioid 
author was im{K>sed' upon; or that ilie Dootor was inditeed^ 
by Ms representations, to odotir and vamifih an exa^;eraled 
tale \ But if it be Dthernriser--* and sureiyi^he.sulqect is .worthy 
ofeilquiry,. by actidd idspac^km on the part pfthccuriciis^ln^ 
quisitire^ and htonane travetkrs of the present day^ •^r-it jatio 
be hoped that the publk indignatioa will be arqused, oodLiiMk 
theSedBbgs of titoseiiemdlerides willat lengths be liberated 
from an iHegai and in^erant bcxidage. : . u 

A few nM>nlli8 befoi« this, a work had a|qpearai^ fiaFrtatkd, 
<* Tnav^ into Ncnrway, Dsttmark, and Russj%" /by A. Swini* 
Urn, Esq/, who is repres^itedas^^the near rdatbnVofthecde^ 
brated Admintl Grdg, who had acted, as 4sominander of oneef 
the fleets "fitted out by CatharinelL This vdiume has als^ 
been attributed to Dr. Thomson^ who, if not the original 
p^fUMan, at least, under 'the character of an editor, is sHf^posed 
to have made It assume itft presa:it shi^ and fomu Hewas 
intimately acquainted, indeed, about this period, with ar^gesit 
deiHsai of some ^ebrity, who was a natrre of4fae northdf iki^ , 
rope; and we percdve that Frc^^ssor l%09Pkd]^ of Oepen^ 
hag6n,lms furnished a curious Appendix, omsisting^f << ^<xtd$ 
comnnm to the Swtdi^ Ii^dianders,^ and Danes." As two 
travelers of some eimn^ice bad recent^ expk>red4he northern 
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parts of E^ope, and commanicatedtheir remarks to the pub* 
licy^ it becasae necessary tod^iEpute their, authority, and under- 
value their opinions; here follows a curious 'jispecimen,']K>l 
mdy of the, art x^ book-making, in England, but also as an 
incid^Eit to it, the necessary ability to writedown and d^xre- 
(^al(e all iantecedent productions. - ' t - : 

t .«* Mr. Wraxal made a tour of 2iOOO miles around the 
BaUic^ liii the course of > five months. It is impossible either 
to'disregard the admirable alacrity of this gentleman's mem-. 
mc^Q^ or to; suppose that he had it in his power to dra,w 
many of his reflections from;adnial observation. Mr..CQ3ce 
taravalkid at a pace somewhat slower, . and much more soUoui. 
He has given us many accurate and usrful detmls concerning 
manufiuctures, commerde, populatioh, public revalue, military 
establishments, > and the ceremonials observed in various inter- 
views with which he was honoured by nobles, princes, and 
htogsi.^. These, together with historical extracts from ^ a ^ g^^^ 
number of writers, iWith multiplied experiments on the cc^ige- 
lat&osis of mercury. made by difibrent philosophers, at ;di0erent 
times^and phu^es, swdl his vobimes to a rei^pectable size as well 
^^piiee. *--■•" ■ ■• ' ' '.' 

...^^ It is notj howener, long details, biognapbical, historicd^ 
or philosophical, that are expected by every reader to form 
the plinc^al parts of books of travels. What the traveller 
Wia^f fohiwrved, inferred, suflered, or enjoyed -*-lMit above 
aU) .manners^ .Ojutoms^ dress, modes of life, dome^ic eeonomy, 
anms^me^itSy. aria,, whether liberal or mechanical, and in a 
HKpid^r.wlHi^ver, ten^ to illustrate the. actual state vof^sooi^y, 
and, thatf not only among the great, but the body, and even 
the.v^rylojyest of. the peqple :, all this, in thp ojwnion of those 
who.r^ad.mther.rfor amusen^ent^ than the study (rf eidier 
politic? oT.palftiral philosophy, should ejDtter into those^narrar 
tives which ai^ 6u^)o^ to hc^d a kjpd of middle rank -betw^^^i 
the.^Udity of stti4i^ discourse and t^e freedom of ocdlo()ttial 
^Hyersai^ ,, , .. * > 

u:.'f Jtrisonthishrui^blegrc^md that theaudioriof this volume, 
nolwithaitandiBg what has been published by the respiec^ahlo 
gentlemen above-mentioned, is induced to oflfer to the public 
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tores, be right, ^^tfaepeopfeof Mercury will not exceed se>9M 
«r ntae mche» ih lieighf 

The French Revolution, which had begun about thklime 
to ^diibk a fennidable aapeety aido funiishes am scope for 
notice and amffMAcfttion. Here €:dlows & panage, hcmmetj 
that will be deemed to be prophetic of some of die evients that 
have actually occurred : 

^ It isrunlbrtimsitely to be apprehended, from so lively and 
fickle a pe<^le as the Fr^idi,, that diey wUl not be satisfied 
wil^ that national degree of froedom which ds coAi^stellt with 
good government: that they will -dream of g(dd^i ageid before 
the <^ouda of; their mom are removed firom. the horizon ; and 
irequest, in childish fits of .liberty, for the 'Vay crown of thdr 
mMiarcii.toplay wilb; ; 

• '^ As this nadicmt has long given us the pattens for our 
dothes,-tfaey mil <i]a doubt 4:aiw attempt to give us pattens of 
freedom. 

^' Al^ (* the bonaequeace <^ such attempts will slir up an 
additional number of eBemies to those who will naturally op- 
pose diemj ewnitti their }twt t^kims to the liberties of men. 
lilieir'rfooiiah eflfort: to go b^ifond the boonds of raticmal 
Uberty, (loajr give l just csose tO' the sov«*dgns of Eun^ to 
endeavour to prevent itfaeif contagious e»imple from spreading 
ajnong their > silii)eots;oaad in the stvug^ tlie Fraich may 
lose a parti of ^. their newl5r redeemed iidieritance. If the 
Fieni^/ihoiild^diiiMe'Wfaat isiiiow inUieir power to obtain,— a 
free and equlabte-goffemtneiM; and laws, it may rather retard 
^thaaoi forward thsi cause of ' freedom^hroughout Europe. The 
Uoody stru^le,rboth t]f civfland fordgn war, may deter other 
nations from end^voueing to shake off the chains of des- 
pQlki«% whr»i(^diey see (tlttse succeeded by anardiy and devas- 
tatiott-" 

Tills w(^ consisting; of a an^ volume, is^ dedicated to 
Ilia Empresi Qadmmie; it coo^uns a spirited print of an 
equestrian statue Jof.P^terXy and -cm the whde is written in 
mdt a manner, «s eidier ^to JHSterest or^ aniEuse every- read^. 
^oent evttits^ too, haveiiBWRtredlyjttsl^ledt&eMhigh c^^ 
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here 4gi^mt$nied of Norw^s incspretaoiqfMMHdoiitotramdi^ 
6(gteAt note, whOi after vkiting it m ponoii abo^ th» period, 
aetuaUf deaedbedllMit ooun^ry ai an jamrahnnumtoiDqimariu 
Nearfy at the laoie 4iiiie, we find Dr^TbomBOO-onoe moce 
iBthefikd; for Dn Parr about this time introduced him to 
Mr. WfaidhaHi, and having puUiihed a ^* Sequel to apiinttd 
Paper lately circulated by the Rev. Charles OaxtiB*y" ht ad* 
dressed a lettar to his learned friend, which abbmids with 
many general observaticms, acccNnpanied by a few pertiB«at 
und {Hthy sentences relative to the Frmch Revo)iitim« UJ§ 
pretty plain that our author had not as yet mftdeiiq> Ubjaaind , 
relativie to the part he was to take on this grand qvtmAm^.Suc 
while all allowed his moderation, neither 1^ the:gieeat parties 
in the nation could de^n l^m either an a% or 9. coidaderate 
In the first |^aee he i^peared under the amfHces t^ a revanend 
sage, who was supposed to think frffourably of the gsnend 
principles by which a neighbouring nation was actuated at 
that precise period; and, in the nexft^ he^doea not ae^m to 
have been at all uafcieodfy to innovation, when i aqaroveuiBBt 
was ihe direct; hamng frankly wrowtd, that it is nowi^^lime 
that miokf leaving the mere coastings x)f usage and preoedent, 
' tdiould ateer by the polarity of reason.'' On the.ather hanc^ 
both here and in the En^^ish Review, he seems to sappo^e^ 
that the Fren<^ philosophers were too rapid in their tatffm- 
ments; they did not suffidaitly acoommodate their changes 
to the gradual variation of minds and ciacumitances; .and 
supposed mind to be equally jdastic and ductile with matter. 
He also prefers gradual to sudden and rai£cal alteraliorai in 
systans.. . - ... 

>< When shall natural philosoi^ers,'' hevaaks, ^ arrive at 
the art of raising the marUe from the solid rock into arahe^ 
and pillars, and other fonptis of architecture by meansiof the 
progoctile force c^'gunpowder? Scaretty is it lesa difficult for 
the moral philosqi^ar 'to combine tiie awakened prcqietnities 
wd disectfdant i^ews of miUaonsin cme harmonious and p^nna^ 
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oeiitpolkicid syMem. But if the momenitm of those propen^Ues 
and viewrbe not calculated with dUe,^;^^:ctne8S, t^e powder ^ 
passiojDy instewl c^iraising.a goodly poli^^al finbn^ .will cover 
the fair face : of nature wJUh volcanic ashes. Pp^ have as- 
cribed' certain .edifices to the divine ppwer of^musii^ but the 
5 cdncord of , sweet sounds' is radically and essentially d^tferait 
from the angry passions. Harmony is attractive j Discord 
is destructive !"> In another, fdace, our author ob^e.rv^ tb»t 
<^ as the nature. of a seed is t>est discovered by its devejtopem^t 
into an* herb, shrub, or tree, so the principles of government 
are best understood, when they are contemplated in their 
action, effect, and full expansion." 

We wish the' subject of this memoir had been aliwi^Bs 
harmlessly or ratlier as usefiilly employed : but truth obliges 
us reluctantly to declare, that he was, both before and after 
this period, actively engaged in writing tracts in defence of 
the skve^trade I A committee formed fer the express purpose 
x£ supporting this iiif^tmous traffic, actually m^ in the city, 
waA holding £brth golden temptations io needy m«a of letters, 
imfertnnately prevaiIed;on multitudes to advocate their cause* 
The res angusUi domi^XHn be •alone pleaded in mitigation^ 
and the author of this biographical ^etch, who remonr 
strated with the doctor on the ' occasion, has reason to think 
%&at he was at l^igth heartily ash^ned of this part of bis 
oonduet ' . . . ^ 

It would be unoandid to dwell on this portion of his life; 
it Would ' be unjust: whoUy to omit the. mention of it ! We 
nbw^reour, withihisartfelt satisfaction^ to another productijR^ 
dictated by the purest humanity. An old highland seijeant, 
of the name of , Madeod, was accustomed, to leave hia native 
mountains every yeiu:, and, aft^ traversing a large part of 
Scotland and England, regularly appeared, in the .m^ropolis 
for the eiqxress purpose (^.reccKving his p^skwiat Chdsea 
Hoi^tal in persoti. His: musculac powers, JfUB. brawny, make^ 
fais broad chest, his Gaelic dress, and his ability of stiU wielding 
the Inroad sword both with vigour and address, attraoted ^tfae 
notice of every bdiolder, and more espedally as he really was, or 
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pretended to be an octogermdrian. To ihlerest the public at 
larg^ the doctor kindly undertook to write his life ; whiioh 
was accordingly p«*>rmed, being accompanied by an engraved 
print of the veteran himself. This, together with hk visits 
to all Scotchmen of any note, and noot a few distingaidied 
Englishmen also,, procured a considei'fJrfe sum of money, al- 
though it was tihien generally bdieved, that ho, was a much 
youngs Inan than he afiected to be. But no one can' blame 
thedoctor even if he was imposed upon t^his count^yman^ on the 
score of semority. Without reaping any advan^tage to* hkn^sdif, 
he generously patronised a man confessedly aged> and l^ a 
few rapid strokes of his productive pen enabled f* ««ld D^ 
nald," who had actually fought the battles of his comitry for 
more than half a century, to return to his native glen, ^iricfaed, 
•contented, and grateful ! 

We have already alluded to the doctor's comteetion with a 
very respectable bookseller in St. Paul's Churchyard, some- 
time deceased; it now remains to be mentioned, that this ex- 
tended further than the coalition between the Englkh and 
Analytical Review, as will be perceived from the foUowin|^ 
narrative. Jdhn Grabriel Stedman, a native of Scotland, 
\wfeare h6 was bom in 1 745, had entered, as it was form^y 
the custom with many of his countrymen, into the military 
service of the states of Holland. Having been dispatdied. to 
one Df the Dutch colonies, on the continent of America, he 
acted for some time as captain in a detft^menteinptoj^ 
^ajn^t the revolted negroes, with a Swiss for his cooimaiidiiig 
officer^ ' After tmdergoing an infinite number oS hardships 
axkA fatigue^ he repaired to En^and, either with the acquired 
pr^s^med^^^^^ rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, which he had 
assuredly merited," by l<Hig and d€spara4:e service. ,He was 
accustomed, like Othello, to talk of his numerous adventures 
by^^f flood and &ld;" tOj produce the astonishment of 1^ 
listening auditors^ J[)y his inaay ^^ hair-breadth 'sc^)6B ;'f :while 
he excited- a temporary horror by descr&ing^ df/Jiew gwie of 
nine-pins, in whi«h .4he bowls consisted qi the Ueediiig heads 
of insurgent' Africans, newly severed from their j^^es by the 
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tsAaum of hb feUowers I Being desiroas to publish % bodt^ 
6«Hmsuhjecii utider his owti name, accompanied witib piinte 
from sMxnd adHHrable drawings in his possosskm, made and 
cokmred on the spot; it became necessJEuyto fomish Mm widi 
asiistance. And we have been' told, diat Mr. Johnson applied 
fiir that purpose to the doctor, who on this occasion acted the 
ibiMsrtani part of literary dn^nurse to the American bantting. 
Accordingly, with a celerity unequally, perhaps, on the part 
of any other man, appeared ft ^^ Narrative of an Bxpedition 
agasBSt die revolted Negroes of Surinam,'^ in 2 vols* 4to« with 
plates. This work, containing a variety of milUary trans^ 
actions^ on a narrow and coi^^ned S(^e mdeed, but adcdm^ 
panicd by a immb^ 6f circumstances tending to raider it in* 
teresting, was read with great avidity at the lime, and passed 
through a second, and perhaps a third edition. ' It ^aSs cre>- 
fiBtaUe to the editor; and iiliust have been profitable to sll 
parties.. With thisrespectable publisher, who, under a serious, 
fl^ even- severe countenance and dejpiortmmt, com^aled an 
excellent heart, we never heard that he had'any^disputc; but 
he^wai^ not unfrequently engaged in altercations of this kind ; 
for a cocdnees took place between him and 'Mr. Murray, iA 
4;;0nsequence of the transfer rf the-Englidi Review; he waged 
an ImmortfU w^ with Mr. Hmnilton, the printer, about the 
Critical ; while he commenced a lawsuit with Mr. Rob&iton 
of Pfeternoster-row concerning copyright, &c. &c. Mr^ Mur- 
my, who* tad be^i originally ttn oflker of Mkrtiies, was aecifs^ 
tome^ Mke IMlly ^d Johnson, to give we^ly dinn^^ tb 
Hterarymen; and, although become a tradesman, was not 
wbcdly gi^ed by interest on these ocx^bns ; 9yt be loved 
society, was capable of a generous action, and greatly delighted 
in the company bf his countrymen, the Drs. Gilbert Stuartj 
Grant, and William Thomscm. Mr. Hamilton was accustomed 
to mrfce ludiciroug charges against the subject of this memoir ; 
viz. *^ thiat he somefimes wrote bookfe in his own name, but 
oftener in that (if oth^* men." This might produce a latigh, 
but it contained no serious accusation; iind it must be recol- 
lected that Ita*. Johnson, with all his literary pride and moral 
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feelings, did hqC disdain, to dotfae same. Mr. Roinnion wm 
a.shrewdy able man, who wa& then at the head of a most re^ 
spectable house in Paternoster-Row, and the largest publisher 
at that time, perhaps in Great Britain. 

Of school-books, now so fruitful and profitable as a com-^ 
mercial speculation, we cannot recoJilect the name of one at^ 
tributed to theDoctor, unk$s /^ the continuation of Gkild- 
smith's Histoiy of Greece,' from Alexander the Great to^the 
sacking of Constantinople by^^<e Turks," may be- induded 
wiUiin this daicripticm. A^ a translator, on the other hand,, 
he pften ajppeared before the publ^ and was on these, as welt 
as mwy other occasions, constantly noticed, ahhoti^, Mmmf 
, be easily guessed, not severely animadverted upon, by his own 
periodical journals, which proved- an admird^ yehiele for the 
dissemiiiation as well a& review of this ^orks. With the Frendk 
language he was pretty wdl acquainted, and transposed the 
text into his^x)wn vernacular tongue, with eonsideraUe ease and 
facility. But such was his zeal and eagerness^ that he would 
have undertaken a version from^ the Hebrew or Persian; and 
hiEul he but become master of a few leading facts, so great wpa 
his ability, at one period of his life^ that he would have used 
these as his texts, for v^ able and animated disquisition^ 
either in or after the style, manner, and sentiments of the: t>rt- 
ginaLaiithor. 

He translated Acerbi's travels to the North Pole, during 
that gentleman's residaice m England ; and It can scarcely t«e 
doubt^i^ siicb was his desiiire oi employment, that hef dther 
learned Italian expressly for the purpose, or recunred to 
the' dictionary, jiot only during every pag^, but almost every 
line. 

Towards the latter end of his life^ the Doctor was chiefly em^ 
ployed in bringing up the long arrear of Dodsley's Annual 
Re^er. Of this employment he was not a Kttle proud, as he 
now considered hi^s^ the legitimate successor of Edmund 
Burke* W^ understand thathe compiled the historical part, 
ttom I79P to 1800, iiidus^e; and if paid as Hberally as the 
Right Honouratfle gentleman justaUuded to, his remuneration 
11 
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would. have exactly amounted to SOOOL'for ten volumes; vre 
have reason to think however, that eleven or twelve were un- 
^ertak^ti and completed by him. 

On this occasion he was lucky enough to obtain the pa- 
tronage, and if we mistake not, access to the library of Sir 
John Mapph^son, late Governor-General of Bengal; fix>m 
whose extensive collection of papers, as well as personal com- 
munications, he was enabled to derive much useful and in- 
teresting information relative to British India. 

Meanwhile, his family was now growing up towards matu- 
rity, and it became necessary to endoayour to obtain some, per- 
manent provision for them. William,' his second son, being a 
boy of an adventurous spirit, at an early period of life, embraced 
the nautical profession, and repaired to the East. Thither 
also two daughters were serit, one to Bombay^ and the other 
to Beng£d, where they both married well, and one most ad- 
vantageously. On this occasion the worthy and munificent 
baronetjust alluded to, interposed with his wonted generosity; 
he recommended both of these young ladies in the kindest 
and most affectionate manner, the elder to his friend the late 
Governor Duncan, the younger to several of his correspon- 
dents in India. In consequence of this respectable intro- 
duction, their reception was favourable, and their success 
complete. A third daughter a little before this had settled 
in Scotland. 

-^ Towards the conclusion of his life. Dr. Thomson had but 
little to do with the EngUsh press. He had written upon all 
subjects, and seemed to be fairly exhausted ; in Aort he re- 
sembled afield, which the necessities of the farmer obliges him 
constantly to crop with wheat ; and the consequence may be 
easily and readily foreseen, in respect to both. Perhaps too, 
it was improvident in him to retire to such a distant from 
the centre of a4:tion ; for he had taken a house at Kensiagtcxi 
Gravel Pits, which although in the immediate ^cinity o( the 
metrc^lis, is &r too distant either to be included, within th^ 
circuit of a Printer's Devil, or to keep up a ^regular and 
constant c(»nmunication with Paternost^*Bow. 
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Notwithstanding theae manifold disadvantages while ther% 
he undertook and executed a work, whiqh tendsr to confiila 
what has been already said, as to the variety of his powers^ 
and the extent of his acquisitions. About the year. lHi)5j he 
commenced, and in 1806 completed, Memmrs relative to 
Military Tactics, admiraUy adapted to the warlike genius of 
that day. It was dedicated, with great pvoprie^,. to His 
Royal .Highness the Duke of York, then, as now, Convnan(}er 
in Chief of the Forces ; and if we are not greatly misinformed^ 
ha^ been used as a text book, at High Wycomb^ the senicnr 
d^artooent of > the Military College. . On . this occasion 4i6 
recurred to the ancient mode of war&re; and the hero of 
Cftrthage occupied a respectable place in his dissertations, 
on account of the science displayed in his various engage^ 
ments. A preface .was added by the late Mr.Glennie, E.R.& 
who had studied divinity along with him at St.. Andrew's, and is 
said to bate been one. of the ablest mathematidans of the presaii . 
age ; in which he ably demonstrated the mistakes thathad. been 
ijciade, relative to the battles of HannibaL We believe, that 
this was the last work <^ any eminence adbdeved by our au-^ 
tbor ; althou^ there is reason to suppose that he has 1^ 
^veral manuscripts, chiefly dedicated, to meta{Aysical en- 
quiries. It was in the calm and obscure retreat alluded to 
4bQve^ that Dr. William Thomson passed' the evening'of his 
days, : provided indeed with but a slender and inadeqmite in-^ 
Qome; yet exempt from want, and lu^ily devoid of care. 
With a mind no. longer distracted by iNX>ofi, revises, con* 
tra^tsb sales^ or calci^tions, equally at ease from the dbuttonr 
oC Pipnt^rs, the r^nonstrances of r Booksellers^ and the threats 
0fiL#\9yers^ he ccmc^Hrali^ all Us happiness within the bo** 
sc^^of bia &mily. After lamentii^ the loss of his two ievely 
daughtersy who had died in the East, his last days were .ho* 
nourably^ useluUy, and gratefidlly employed, in the education 
of hisfgrakidchildren^ iiaitil oveartak^iby Death, on the 16th 
oC March, WIT. 

Thus died in the 71st year of his age, William Thomson, 
LL. D., the most active^ laborious and ihde&tigaUe man 

youu. I 
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pflettentbathitf appeared in the preset rei^ and who, if he 
could not ;say like Magliabecchi, ^^ that he had composed seven 
volumes in folio with a single pen," yet might boast that he 
had written on a greater variety of suligects than any of his 
own contemporaries. As a tourist, he had travdled over 
Eng^iandt Scotland and Ireland ; as a novelliat, he had ascended 
to the moon, and pierced to the wilds of Africa; while as a 
warrior, he had fought at Saguntum, and Cannse. Both Asia 
and America had come within the wide grasp of his studies 
and reflections. Memoirs, and biography were for some years 
his daily occupation; while the critidsm of his own and 
other men's labours, produced more perhaps, than the fee- 
simple c^ his original works. So familiar was he in respect 
to the evaits of the times in which he lived, that he was con- 
stantly employed in detailing the speedbes, or anrimgiiig the 
transactions, or writing eulogiums for, or sounding the deatii- 
kndl of the rqmtation of hi& friends, contemporaries, rivalsy 
sod ^iiemies. 

In reqpect to his person, although not tall, he was strong 
muscular, and athletic. His comple^on was dark ; his maimer 
energetic; and when young he. must have been very poweriSoL 
At a foormer pmod, his personal intrepidity deposed him to 
maa^ dai^ers, both by night and day. Like H^cules of old, 
he wished to dear tlW world of monsters ; and he would attack 
any one when he deoned himself aggrieved. At midni^t 
he was accustomed to return dirough a long and dreary rpad 
to his little ma^on at the back of Kensington Gardens, and 
when nearly at the age of seventy he was seen by the ailtk(»r 
of this narrative to brandish his large oaken stick at a noble^ 
amn's coachman, who, through negl^ence^ endangered hk 
Efe at Hyde*Park comer, while walking towards the gravdt- 
pits. 

. In his nature he was rather irrasdble, and not attogedier 
forgetftd of either real or suiq)06ed o£^ce6 : it was at one time 
in his power indeed, from a thousand unexpected Purees to 
assail and perhaps overwhelm a literary character; aind one gen- 
tleman who had declined hifr acquaintance^ during fifteen years 
felt the smarts of his vengeante. But instead of reseating this 
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conduct) no iDObtfr did he hear that litte thMtctt^s finanted W6te 
deranged, than by means of a respectable derg^^an dT the 
church of England, who concealed his interposition, he pro- 
cured him an offer of assistance on the part o£ that Inott eat- 
cellent institution, the Litettiry Fittid. His manly answer on 
that occasion merits to be recorded : ^< I am only in some 
temporary difficulties ; and veSl actept of no relief." 

Notwithstanding his manners, like his dress, were rather 
rough, original, and unpolished, yet Doctor Thomson is said 
to have understood, and frequently exhibited a great delight 
iti and attachment to music. His hospitali^ was so great 
as not unfrequently to exceed his means: he was fcmd of con^ 
pany indeed; and at one period of his life, accustomed to in- 
dulge in late hours and the jollity of tavern suppers. In 
respect to religion, he constantly inculcated and asserted the 
Christian code to be a most powerful, usefiil, and advantageous 
instrument, both in respect to states and individuals. In his 
social hours he was gay, noisy, and argumentative ; and pos- 
sessed a fiuid of broad humour that not unfrequently set the 
** table in a roar," more especially on the part of his country- 
men who alone fuQy comprehended him ; for his accent, pro- 
nunciation, and dialect, not seldom rendered him obscure to 
strangers. 

As an author, it has been justly said of him, << that he united 
greitt vigour of invention, great depth of observaticxi, and 
great eloquence of expression, with remarkable n^ligence 
of composition f ' and it is happily added, ^^ that he could be 
romantic without extravagance, and eccentric without absur- 
dity." 

The Dcictor was twice married, and had children on both 
occasions. His first wife, Diana Miltone, was a Scotchwoman; 
his second, who still survives, educated her family with exem- 
plary prudence and ^propriety: like her husband too die 
proved an author ; and het novels* may be read without fear 

* Tlie ftdk||iniig have been attributed to the pen of this IMj. 
1. The Labyrinth of Life; 3. Excessive Sensibility; 3. Fatal Follies ; and 4. The 
Pride of Ancestry. 
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pa the part pf yQUDg women» which is no small coioiiiidadatioir 
4iMiog the preset age. 

List of the Works mitten^ edited In/, or> attributed to the late 
Dr. William Thomson. 

History. 

1. Coutihuatipn and conclusion of Dr. Watson's History of 
Philip III. 

2. Translation from the Latin of ^^ Cmmingham's Histcny 
of Great Britain,, from the Revolution to the accession of the 
House of Brunswick, in the person of George I." 

3. New Edition and Continuation of Goldsmith's History 
of anci^it Greece, the whole concluded in 2 vols. Svo. 

Bic^aphy. 
Ai. Life of Serjeant Macleod. 

Voyages^ Travels, and Memoirs. 

5. Travels in Europe, Asia, and Africa, 8vo. 1782. 
6.Newte's Travels through Scotland, 8vo. 

7. Travels into Norway, Denmark, and Sweden, 8vo. 1792. 

8. Buchanan's Travels in the Hebrides. 8vo. 1793. 

9. Memoirs of the war in Asia, from 1780 to 1784. 

ID. Stedman's Narrative relative to Surinam, 4to. with 
plates. 

1 1. Acerbi's Travels to the North Cape, translated from the 
Italian. 

12. Military Memoirs, 2d Edition, 8vo. 1806. 

Miscellaneous. 

13. Commentary on the Bible, by the. Reverend Wc. 
Harrison. 
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14. Appeal to the People of England, in Behalf of Warren 
Hastings, Esq., late Govemor-G^eral of India. 

15. Introduction to the Trial of Mr. Hastings. 



Novels and Momances. 

16. Man in the Moon, 2 yols. 12mo. 1782. 

17. Mammoth, or Human Nature displayed on a grand 
scale^ in a Tour, with the Tinkers or Gypsies, to the central 
parts of Africa, 2 vols. 8va 1 7S9. 

Pamphlets and Periodical Publications. 

1 8. Several Tracts in Defence of the Slave Trade. 

19. English, Critical, and Analytical Reviews. 

20. Annual Registers. 

21. TTie weekly summary of News for the Whitehall Even- 
ing Post, for several years. 

22. Reports of Debates for, and Dissertations, &c, in several 
of the daily Newspapers. 

23. Papers in the Political Herald, under the signature of 
Ignotus. 
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HUGH Duke and Earl of NORTHUMBERLAND. 

LORD LIEUTENANT^ AND CUSTOS ROTULORUM OF THE COUNTY OF 
NORTHUMBSRLANDy VICE ADMIRAL OF THE SAMS; ONE OF THE 
LORDS OF HIS MAJESTY's MOST HONOURABLE PRIVY COUNCIL; 
K.6. F.R.S. FS. A. ; A GENERAL IN THE ARMY, AND CONSTABLE 
OF LAUKCBSTON CASTLE. 

<«E8P£RANG£ EN DIEU." — - 3fo/. 

It would be equaUy vain and ridiculous, to enter into a 
laboured detail of the genealogy of this good, amiable^ and 
illustrious nobleman. By the paternal side, his Grace derives 
his origin from the Smithsons, or Smythsong^ a family so 
ancient, as to possess a lordship of the same name^ in the 
county of York, at the time of the Norman conquest Indeed, 
according to the testimony of one of our most respectable 
heralds, who had access to the family papers, he claims the same 
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lineage as the Veres, Earls of Oxiford; the Beaudiamps, Earls 
of Warwick ; the Mortimers, Earls of March ; and is idso de^ 
scended frcmi the great fiunilies of Percy and Neidlle; and 
even from the blood royal, through the princely Home of 
York, f As to the maternal stock, the Percies are readily 
traced frcon the ancient kings of France and -England, and 
the Seymours, from Mary Queen Dowager of France, younger 
daughter of Henry VII. by his Queen Elizabeth, daughter 
and heir of King Edward IV. in whom were united the two 
royal Houses of York and Lancaster* 

Hugh, the elder son of the first Duke of Northumberland, 
by his consort Elizabeth, only daughter c^ the great Duke of 
Somerset; was bom, August 14, 1742, in the parish of St. 
George, Hanover Square. After receiving a suitable edu* 
cation, he was introduced to the world as Earl Percy; and as 
his early inclinations pointed towards a military life, his lord- 
ship was at length gratified, even in this wish, although doufoW 
less with much reluctance on the part of his parents. He ac- 
cordingly obtained a commission in the army, while yet a boy^ 
and actudly served with great credit, for a whole campaign in 
Germany, during the seven years' war, under the aus^^ces of 
Prince Ferdinand, then supposed to be one of the aUest con:^ 
manders of his age. 

Nor did this young nobleman fail to dkplay his spirit and 
indignaticm at home, when the honour of his family appeared 
to be called in question. The government of Tymncmth' fart 
had bec^ usually disposed of in a manner agreeably to the 
wishes of the Duke of Northumberland, in return for the 
very handsome matiner in which a portion of the adjacent 
ground had been transferred, for the accommodation of the 
garrijdon. On an expected vacancy, his Grace applied to His 
Majesty in person, to confer this appointment on his eldest 
son ; and the royal promise was supposed to have been given 
on that occasion. On the death of Sir Andrew Agnew, in 
1771, an application was accordingly made to Lord North, 

• See Collins* Peerage, vol. ii. p. 476. ^ 
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indmotiiigy in die. most' ddicate manner, the promise that 
had been. made; bi^ that minister replied, in a very laconic 
epstle, ^^ that it was totally unnecessary to remind him of any 
previous engagement, as ^the govemm^it of TynmoUth jfort was 
already disposed of to the Hon. Major-General Alexander 
Madcay." Such.an affiront was not likdy to pass with impii- 
niiy on the part of a P^cy ; and the earl accc»'dingly trans- 
mitted a spirited rgoinder, purporting, ^^ that he had received 
lufi IcHrdship's letter with an equal degree of concern and indig- 
nation ; for whatever his (pinion of the present ministers might 
be, he had always looked upon the great Person's own word to 
he sacred, until that moment." 

' . But notwithstanding this insult, Lord Percy never fiiiled for 
a. single moment, to exhibit both his accustomed loyalty to the 
cKing, and his warm attachment to what he. deemed, the best 
imprests of his native country. Accordingly, at the ccmi- 
m^ncem^it of the war with America, in the course of which 
the Trans- Atlantic colonies successfully resisted all claims of 
taxation on the part of the parent state, his lordship ;nade a 
tender of his services to government. These being readily and 
Joyfiilly acc^ed, he instimdy r^aired to the scene of action, 
and took an active part in most of the military operations of 
that day. 

. At the battle of Lexington, fought on the 19th of .April 
1775, his lordship, with a body of British troops, came very 
0{q)or(undy to the succour of a detachment under Cdkmdi 
&nith, who had not only advanced further than was expected, 
but had actually expended all his ammunition.. General 
Gage, in his official dispatch, afterwards published in , the 
London Gazette^ observes, ^^ that too much praise cannot be 
given to Lord Percy, for his remarkable activity, during the 
whole day." This noUeman was also present at the spirited 
action at Bunker's Hill, and distinguished himself, not coaly 
then, but afterwards essentially contributed to the reduction ci 
Fort Washington : the column headed by him, was the fir^ 
that entered the enemy's lines. 
Meanwhile his illustrious mother, who had distinguished 
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herself not only by a prin<^y demeanour suitable to her ex- 
ited rank, bat alio by a mnnifieent encouragement of Uteris 
tnre and the fine arts, died xm her birth 4ay, December 5thy 
17769 precisdy at the time her Chrace had complied the 70th 
year of her age. On this, the subgect of the present memdr, 
who was still abroad in the service of his countary, succeeded 
to the baronies of Pearcy, Lucy, Poynings, Fitz-Poyne, Bryan, 
and Latim^. His lordship did not, however, take his seat in 
the House of Lords, until November 20, 1777, on his arrival 
from America, whid he had quitted at the end of the cam- 
'paign of that year. . - 

Earl Percy was received with o^pea arms by all the minisl^rs* 
So much promptitude and gallantry on. the part of a distin- 
guished nobleman had excited their admiration; and accord- 
ingly, we find him ^oon after appointed Colonel of the fifth 
raiment of foot, with the rank of Lieutenant-General in the 
army* 

But by this time all the airy q[>eculations about sulijugatioB, 
conquest, and unconditicmal submission had evaporated, cmd 
the more sober part of the cabinet, began to talk of peacerand 
coaiciliatbn. On that occafiioB, Earl P^rcy was ccmudered, 
from the moderation of his . principles, his knowlege of 
America, and his high rank, as well as high character, to be 
eminently calculated for the x^Soe : of chief .Commissioner, or 
rather Ambassadcn: Plenipotentiary, now proposed to be sent 
to the insurgent ecdonies. Hte femilyand fiiends, on this pto- 
posal, ^savowed all ideas of emolument, but tibey wished to 
stipulate for the Garter^ as a necessary appendage to the^fn- 
bassy, more especially as thare wa?e no fewer thtm three blue 
ribbands vacant at that very moment.* To this ^opositioQ, it 
was readied, ^^ that bis lordship might dqiend upon it, on his, 
return." But his lordship had not as yet forgotten ike pledge 
given him in respect to the government (^6ir Andrew Agnew; 
and he is said to have stated, >^ that being too well acquainted 
with QQHrts, to trust to promises ; if he could not have the 
garter before embarkation, he must decHne going/^ 

« B/ the detth of the Duks of Kingston, and ihe Evlt of Albermarle and Cheiter. 
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Tbfi present Earl of Carlisle^ th^ a very young mat^ in» 
i^fb^rwarda placed at the headof aconuniwioa for the.tame ^mr^ 
p6se. He was h<moured cm tkat oocaakm, we beUene, mA 
the garter, aa he doubdeas deemed k indispeafiiiblc, aod pre- 
ferred die possession tx> Ae proq)eet I with the resak of that 
Embassy, the public is well acquainted. ^ 

Devoid of ambiticmy and anxious only. to be usenil^ Earl 
Peroy now addicted himself to the pleamirea of domestic so*- 
ciety, and the cares incident to his station. At the age c^ 
Iwei^y-one^ July 2j 1764, his lorddiip had been persuaikd to 
form an alliance with one of the noblest and most onciait &r 
milies in the United Kingd<Hn, hairing married Lady Anne 
Stuart, third daughter of John Earl of Bute, then the fk^ 
yourite and prime miaister of his pres^it Miyesty. But thk 
connexion, however desirable it might have been in other re^- 
spects, jHTOved unfortunate ; and it was at length luially dis- 
solved by act of parliament, in March, 1779. Soon after, 
aend under &r mcnre propitious auspices, this noUemui formed 
anew alliance with Miss Frances- Julia Bnrrel, sister to £Sr Peter 
Burrd, Bart, now Lord Owydir, and officiating Great CSiam^ 
berlain of England, in conaeqpieiioe of his marriage widt 
Prisdll&oBarbararElizabeth lindsey, Banmess d'Eresby, 
eldest daughter of Peregrine, third Duke of Ancaster. The 
laadjng motive to this union was of no vulgar land : it origin- 
ated in that species of attachment from a diild to a para^ 
which the Romans honoured with the name oiPieh^ In the 
y^ar 177S, the &dier of the present Duchess Dowager, of 
Northumberland, was advised to repair to S^ for die benefit 
c^his health. His affectionate daughters, dreading to trust the 
hfe <^ on^ so jusdy dear to them all, to mercenary hands^ 
rescdyed to accompany him thither; and carefully sednding 
themseltiM from the Society of the gay and fiuoinating c(»npany 
who had ^ssemUed there, cbvoted the whole of their dme and 
attention to the pleasing tai^ of fimning the last vital spark 
of a life so highly prized ! Uleir escempkry attention to the 
honour of bur agd and country, product a g^erat adihin^ion 
and esteem; and finally led to three of the noblest matrimonial 



Digitized by 



Google 



DUKX OF KOBaTHUMBBRIiAKD. 1^3 

coim&ddttB that either England or Scotland eoidd produce; 
for the COB beoune the Countess of Perejr; a second, after 
bong for waxm time Dudiess of Hamiltcmi vas afterw^rdf 
nH>re hiq»py as Marchioness of Eteter ; whik the thi)fd was 
selected &r the wife of the Earl of Beverley# May similar 
conduct be ever rewarded widi equal suoD^ss*! 

In the year 1 785 Lord Percy wsas greeted with a son and 
heirwbo afterwards inherited all his honours; and on June 
the 6th, 1786, he succeeded his father as Duke of Northum- 
berlmd. In ^hie time, he assuined his seat in the House of 
Lordi : and afterwards obtained the Garter. Until this period 
he Jiad r^esented, without intrigue and without solicitation, 
the dly of WestDunster in Parliament 

The first Duke had generally voted with t^e Court : and in* 
deed helda variety of ^lendid o&ce» both in England and Ire- 
land. * The second intermeddled but little in politics: he however 
had mirveyed America with the eye of a statesman as well 
as of a scddier, and could not heartily approve eith^ of that 
war, or of Ix>rd North's adminktratimi, although he hi^ been 
]j94it€)ed by a nke sense of honour to draw his swcHrd in bdialf 
cS the Qoe^ and thus in some measmre, incidentally contributed 
to support and ooimtenanoe tiie other. 

ISoT was his Grace diqxMed to yield a servile obe^ence to 
all Ae measures sanctioned and enforced by the sj^enifid do- 
quenee of Mr. Pitt We aceorditt^^y find both him and his 
fijends firequentiy joining in of^position to the Ministers. 

Betbed within the bo^mof a haj^ family, the Duke now 
ooclqned his leisure for the benefit of his diildren and pos* 
terity. As hisnoUe&ther had been unable perhaps td^^xtend 
hia cares to every portion (rf* such an immense property, the 
&rm4Hiuses on the great nortiiem estate, were immediate^ 
repaired and rmdered comfoiiiaUe. Ainwkk Castie, v^^iioh the 
foiinesr had restored was now beautified and improved. Kor- 

• Hk CSWc«ivitt«oiti«itil[ritVlcwo7ln g^ idtflil» im! Miisctt oftbt Iioim to the 
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thtimberland-house, a residence superior to any hojd: in Paris^ 
in point of size, larrangei^ent, and magnificence, was rendered 
far more convenient and noble ; while Sion, the most endiant- 
ing villa in our island, finely akuate cm the banks of its noblest 
river, and connected with our history by so many interesting 
recollections, was kept up in a style worthy of its owner. The 
writer of this article beheld the ' scaffi>lding for a new and 
capital repair, still standing ^t the time of his- Grace's lamented 
demise. 

Nor were meliorations of another kind forgotten. In an 
age, happily devoted to the advancement of agriculture, Hu^ 
Duke of Northumberland, was not wanting in his duties. Tlie 
rural economy of his estates was greatly facilitated, improved, 
and encouraged, under such auspices; and the farmer, in con- 
sequence of a moderate rental and a secure tenure^' was now 
taught to consider the interests of the lord intimately am- 
hected with those of the occupier of the soil.' Such parts of 
}us domain as seemed interdicted by nature firom the labours 
of the plough, were planted vnth trees of various kinds, pro- 
perly protected and fenced. The desert b^an to smile under 
such fostering care; and the heath-clad hills, studded with 
large and numerous enclosures of evergreens, and deciduous 
plants, slowly improved both the climate and the soil ; while 
it rendered the scenery at once more beautifiil and romantic. 

Nor yrere minor objects forgotten ; -^ those that connect man 
in his last stage of dependence, to society, and render the 
latter days of the labourer happier and more comfortable — 
for his Grace set a noble example of this kind, by the introduc- 
tion of a most admirable, humane, and beneficial custom : that 
of making a provision for the men servants on such of his 
lyge fiurms as had merited it by their industry and fidelity. 
To these' who are distinguished by the appellation of kinds^ in 
the north, provided their conduct had been meritoiibufl, his 
Grace was pleased to allow a cottage and ten acres of land. 
This operated as a premium to vilrtae: for it proved an alhire- 
ment to labour during youths i^hile it served as a secutity 

II 



Digitized by 



Google 



DUKE OF KORTHUMBSRLAND. 125 

against want, when the period of old age and infirmities 
arrived. 

Unfortunately, the Duke of Northumberland was himself 
subjected^ and that too from an early age, to many of the ills 
to which fvsai. mortality is heir. But the complaint that 
chiefly annoyed, was the gout, a disease that had long aflfected 
the extremities. In consequence of ill health, his Grrace was 
obliged to repair to the continent, more than once; in order 
to seek for relief in the milder atmosphere of Lisbon. While 
there^ he is said to have been treated with marked distinctu>n^ 
by the reigning family ; and when a little re-estiJ^lished, he 
appears to have constantly returned to his native country with 
renewed delight. 

At Alnwick, the Duke lived with baronial magnificence; 
and the feudal times, under his castellated roo^ seemed to be 
revived, in all their noble and more congenial accompani- 
ments; It is true, men at arms no longer strutted in his hall; 
the revelry of a host of noisome retainers was unknown; die 
herald, with the emblazoned coat, no longer paraded the 
courts and proclaimed the tournament, where gallant knights 
contrived {to wound each other, to please their gentle dames ; 
or the well-appointed champion entered the listed field finally 
to decide the cause of the widow and the orphan, by the cun- 
ning and strength, or the weakness and unskilfiilness of his 
recreant arm. 

But here were to be seen fer more gratifying objects : public 
daysj on which uninvited guests were received with hospitality 
and splendour; a banquet over which order, regularity, and 
grandeur at once presided. To these were occasionally added 
two sights, truly noble : thousands of the inhabitants of the 
county of Northumberland voluntarily meeting their good and/ 
noble landlord, to congratulate him on his return ; while*a 
formidable body of " Percy tenantry,'* commanded by his son 
.and successor, consisting of infantry, cavalry, and horse-artil- 
lery, all accoutred, caparisoned, and paid fi*om the treasury of 
Alnwick castle, presented a spectacle that could not be paralleled 
on the part of any other subject in Europe. 
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At length the iafirmities of die Duke of NorttiumberlMi^ 
aided and increased by the advance of age^ enfeebled a frame 
abeady shattered by long and successive attadcs, and his 
Grace at last resigned all share in tibk mortal worlds at 
Northuibberland House, amidst the tears of bis surrounding 
fionily, the sighs df his sorrowing domestics, the regret of his 
numerous tenantry^ and the respect of aU mankind. 

AhhcNigh die fiecond, Uke the first Duke^ had lived widi 
8|dendour and magnificence, yet by good management, «rder, 
9Bd discretion, considerable veisilth was aocumidated from die 
fiirphis of princely revenues for the benefit of his olbptiag. 
No one knew how to be more generous when occasion etteniz 
His Grace presented a very large sum of m<niey to Id^. KaokHe, 
at the moment of de^ distress, wl^n his whole and ^tire 
prc^rty seined to have been ingulphed in die smoldng ruins 
of Dntry^lane Theatre; and on die demise of the late Mr. Jo- 
jt^pih Bkhardson, M JP.^ a man erateaved to thousands by his 
wit and companionable qualities, the head of die Pcsr^es, with 
equal dd^cacy and prcnnptitude^ nobly mterposed to shield^ the 
widow and die orphan from misery and distress. 

The burial was at cmce grand, solemn^ and maff^^xxsit in 
the eactreme. 

Order of Procession. 

Eight Bannerols, carried by Horsemen. 
Horsemen uncovered, bearing a Ducal Coronet on a Crimson 
Velvet Cushion, led by two persons uncovered on foot 
Standard of Great Britain, borne by a man on horseback. 
Guidon. 
Two Horsemen, 
^arge Banner of die Family Arms and Quarterings, six feet 
square, borne by a Horseman. 
Horsemen. 
Helmet and Crest, 

Horsemen. 

Target and Swords 

Horsemen. 
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Surcoat. 
Horsemen* 
THE BOi)Y 
In Hearse, full dressed. 
The inside cofl&n was lined with rich white satin, and the 
dress of the same, trimmed with fine point lace, &c. The 
outside case made of English oak, covered with rich crim£K>n 
Genoa velvet, and finished in the handsomest manner, with 
stars of the Order of the Garter, coronets, and every Appro- 
priate decoraticm. On the plate are engraved the arms and 
suppoi'ters, with the followii^ inscription: 

The Most High Puissant and Most Noble 
Prince Hugh Percy, 
Duke and Earl of Northumberland, Earl and Baron Percy, 
Baron Lucy, Poynings, Fitz-Poyne, Bryan, Latimer, and 
Warkworth, and Baronet, Lord Lieutenant and Gustos' 
Rotulorum of the county of Northumberland, and town of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Vice- Admiral of the same and the 
Maritime Parts therec^, and Knight of the Most Noble 
Order of the Garter. 

Diedon the lOtkday of July, 1817, 
In the 75th year of his age. 
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No. VI. 




GEORGE SPENCER, Duke of MARLBOROUGH, 

D.C.L. F.R.S. 

MARQUIS OF BLANDFORD, EARL OF SUNDERLAND AND MARL- 
BOROUGH ; BARON OF W0RMLEI6HT0N, AND CHURCHILL OF 
SANDRIDOE ; KNIGHT OF THE MOST NOBLE ORDER OF THE GAR- 
TER ; LORD LIEUTENANT, AND GUSTOS ROTULORUM OF THE 
COUNTY OF oxford; RANGER OF WHICHWOOD FOREST; HIGH 
STEWARD OF OXFORD AND WOODSTOCK; GOVERNOR OF THE 
CHARTER HOUSE; AND A SENIOR BROTHER OF THE TRINITY 
HOUSE. 

" DIEU DEFENDE LE DROIT." Mot. 

In point of descent, this family is ancient, and in respect 
to military merit, eminently illustrious. Nor is it deficient as 
to talents of another kind : for that accomplished poet of 
the sixteenth century, who was the friend of Sir Philip Sidney, 
as well as the favourite of Elizabeth, lays claim to be reck- 
oned among its kindred. Gibbon the historian expresses 
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hlmsdf widi his usuiJ fprce and elegance, whfle trea&ig on 
diis, subject: ^.^ the nobility of tHe l^^encen hat been iUm- 
tratod md enriched by the trophies of Marlborough; but I 
exhort them to oHisider the Fairy Qfteeny as the most noble 
jewel of thm*. coronet. 

This houses according to the genealogical tables of Ander- 
son, may be traced to Gitto de LeoHj who ftonrished at the. 
comimencem^it of the dev^iA centm^ ; and from the testi- 
mony of Edmondson, we are taught to believe that Robert Le 
Despencer, was the progenitor of Sir Robert Spencer, who 
received the honour of knighthood, from the sword of die 
maid^i Queen. On the accession of her successor, James L 
he was ennoUed and admitted into &yom'. 

Sir Winstone Churchill, the historian, who for a time lost 
his estate, on acco\uit of his loyalfy and adherence to ChaHes 
I. was the father of the celebrated John Duke'of Marlborough, 
whose talents are attested by nineteen campaigns ; who never 
fought a battle in which he was defeated, and who never sa$ 
down before a town which he did not take. The ^me of the 
British army under his auspices, resounded for the first' time 
on the banks of the Danube, and the Rhine. Notwithstand- 
standing he was the ornament both of the court, and die reign 
of Queai Anne, ,yet his Grace was taught to feel die capAce 
of fortune; and indeed he would have withdrawn in 1710, 
hut for a Jetter signed by Lord Chancellor Cowper, and all 
the whig lords of diat day, soliciting his stay, and depre- 
catii^ his resignation, which, however, finally took place at 
a less auspicious period. 

By his consort, a daiughter and coheir of Richard Jennings, 
of Sundridge in the county of Herts, this distinguished wttr- 
rior had ^one son and four daughters, the former of whom - 
died in his thirteenth year. All the females were matclied 
into noble fiunilies. One married Francis Earl of Godolphin, 
and became afterwards Duchess of Marlborough ; another was. 
the wife of the Earl of Sunderland; a third united har fete to 
Scroc^, first Duke of Bridgewater, while the youngest became 
Duchess 4>f Montague. 

VQU lU K 
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Sarah, the. mother of these, and sister to the Duchess of 
Tyroonnely was one of the most esLtraordmary women of that 
or any age. Her Graces under the veil of a beautifiil aiid femi- 
nine countenance, concealed a masculine spirit and under- 
standing. The feeble mind of her sovereign was overawed 
by the majesty of her demeanor, and the superiority of h^" 
genius. Anne was accustomed to correspond with this lady, 
under the signature of "her poor, unfortunate, faithful 
Morley," and their intimacy followed by what courtiers are 
accusfomed to term the disgrace " of both her and the Duke^" 
was terAunated by the vile arts of a " woman of the bed- 
chamber," who at once betrayed, and endeavoured to ruin 
hier generous benefectress. The princely present of 50002. 
to the historian Hooke, the bequests to Mallet and Glover, the 
patronage of Cragges, and the munific^t legacy of 10,000i« W 
William Pitt, the first Earl of Chatham, with a view to 
^enable him to' preserve his independence; fiilly attert the 
generosity of this great and singular woman. 

George, the third Duke of Marlborough, by E^beth, 
daughter (rf* Thomas Lord Trevor, was born on January 2^, 
O.S. 1738, now corresponding with February 7. As Marquis 
of Blandford, and the heir of a rich and powerftil family, great 
pains were taken with his education; and his father, Duke 
Charles, having a taste for mathematical pursuits, he applied 
for the selection of a private tutor to Mr. Bliss, at that time 
Savilian professor of geometry, and astronomer royal, who 
was frequently a guest at Blenheim. That gentleman imme- 
diately recommended Mr. Moore^ a young man of his own 
college. His father is said to have followed the same jm-o- 
fession as that of Cardinal Wolsey, and, bdng a man of merit, 
after a Variety of promotions in the church, he at length died 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 

The young Marquis of Kandibrd was at first destined fiir 
a military life, and commenced his career as an aide-de-camp 
to his own &ther, during the. campugn of 1758. His IcHcd- 
ship afterwufds obtained a company in a marching r^punent 
(tbe 2t>ih foot,) soon alter which, he declined the profession* 
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At the ^eMis^ of the second Duke at Munster in Wes^halia^ 
while commander of the British army, he was in hisjiwentieth 
year. Being desirous of seeing still more of foreign countries, 
diis young nobleman soon after revisited the continent in com- 
pany with one of his brothers. In Italy he displayed both his 
taste and magnificence. At Genoa, then famous for its manu- 
fedures, his Grace expended 6000/. in velvet, which was after- 
wards converted into splendid hangings for his town house. 
Beuig determined to collect a noble cabinet of antiques^ Mr. 
Joinings the celebrated connokseur, who was then also on hia 
travels, informed the writer of this memoir, that he was con- 
sidted on this sulgect. According to him, the sum of 1200JI 
was actually paid for two rare gems at Rome, and two more 
were bought at Venice^ for 300/. 

The, Duke appears to have returned to his native country^ 
in 17S9,. or 1760, for. in the spring of the latter year, the 
lieutenancy of his county (Oxford) was conferred upon hinu 
On the 25th of August 176^, he married Lady Caroline 
Russel, daughter of John Duke of Bedford, by whom he 
has had a numerous issue. At the coronaticm of George III. 
this nobleman occupied a distinguished station, having bem 
appointed to <;arry the isceptre and the cross in the procession. 
Tlie offices of lord diamberlain, and lord privy seal, were 
conferred in rotation, and soon after voluntarily resigned : for 
he was always held in great favour and esteem, by his present 
Mi^esty. In 1 768, he was decorated with the garter. 

His employments and inclinations were of a far different 
kind from those who revel in the luxury of public exhibition. 
His Grace loved the shade^ and avoided the glare and glitter 
of courts. To these his good taste taught him to prefer the 
^* bowers of Woodstock." 

Having at one time a passion for the rural pastime of fish- 
ing, he £(mceived the idea of converting a little ayte^ or ozier- 
bed, situate in the centre of the Thames, between Windsor 
and Maidenhead-bridge^ into a stately island. This transfor- 
mation waa accordingly achieved by m^a|is of chalk, which was 
brought down in lighters froi^ ^^ C^efden's proud retreat;** 
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abni having a rai^ of river, tie^ tworiniles in extent, imme- 
cliately after this he built a beautiful little cottage^ the. hall of 
which has its ceiling omamented,at this day, with monkeys in 
the various characters of fi^ermen, boatmen, &c* These 
animals, whence the place was ever after denominated Mcmkey • 
Island, were painted with considerable skill and taste by an 
Italian artist, who according to tradition, cm thisj3cqasion £>und 
means to caricature all the principal servants appertaining to the 
household. A. banquetting-room was added; but the latter 
tiras afterwards disfigured by a Sheriff of Londim, of the jiame 
6f Fludyer, who being perhaps a memb^ of &e Fishmcmgers* 
Company, disgraced the purity and simplicity of the ordinal 
st^e by his bad taste ; fen*, with his golden ddphins, and a 
variety of gaudy ornaments, he contrived to give a ludiarous 
air to the whole. In fine, he daubed over a charming apaH- 
ment witli so much leaf gold as to produce an exact imitation 
of English gingerbread, covered with Diitdi coppor, at a 
coimtry fair. Let those who doubt, examine : for the edifice 
still remains. 

The Duke at length began to arrange and augment the col* 
lection of gems and intaglios, which he himself had in part 
selected during his travels. To these he now added the 
cameos and intaglios of the Arundelian collection. The taste- 
ful and judicious Horace Walpole, afterwards Earl erf" Orford, 
pronounces the marriage of Cupid and Psyche^ to be '^ the 
finest remain of antique sculpture of that kind." His Grace also 
moved by a noble and munificent taste, determined on this oc^ 
tasion to invoke the assistance of one branch of the fine arts, 
to embellish and enrich another. When Bartolozzi was em- 
ployed on this occasion, all agreed or\ the fitness of the choice; 
nor was expence spared to render the letter-press, as wdU as 
the engravings of these two volumes truly unique. Dr. William 
Cole, chaplain to his Grace, and tutor to two of his children, 
composed the Latin expositions, in an elegant and aj^ropriate 
mamier. This work was never published; a limited numbo* 
of copies only was printed; and presented with great libefa* 
Uty to the royal library, k few of the great institutiona through* 
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6nt Europe, and some of the most diBtinguished virimsi — Mr. 
Jerniings, the gentleman already alluded to, and to whose 
ikdier, Sarah Duchess of Marlborough had bequeathed 
20,000/. m one of her many wills, was not forgotten on the 
occasion. Indeed he himself has been a zealous collector, 
during a long and eventful life; and has parted with many 
fine acres to gratify his taste in shells, pictures, and statues! 
* Another and a different but laudable pursuit somewhat be- 
fore this period, had engaged the attention, and for a time oc- 
cupied a large portion of his wealth. Blenheim, once a rcfysi 
residence; and whose modern name recalls the memory of the 
splendid and unrivalled victory gained by John Duke of Marl- 
borough, had been granted by Q^een Anne, as a reward for 
his unparalleled services. The mansion itself ^was rapidly 
falling into a state of dilapidation ; and the grounds around it 
were become rude ai^ uncultivated. 

The genius of capcAUity— 'Browne, wa» now invoked, and a 
new world speedily created. A noble wall, that cost 1000/. 
a mile, and could not now be built for double that sum, was 
erected to secure the boundaries of an extensive park ; which ' 
was speedily converted into an ornamented farm, producing 
not only grass but com ; while deer and cattle of ^ sorts and 
descriptions, either calculiated to convey an idea of grandeur, 
or utility, were seen wandering about its pastures, - The gar- 
dens too, were laid out anew; and both these and the adjacent 
country rendered accessible by the finest walks, kept in the 
neatest order that ever my eyes have beheld. The home view 
had hitherto been grossly deficient in point of water, without 
which neither grandeur nor true beauty can 'possibly exist; 
but as if by magic and the hand of a great master, may lay 
claim to something approximating to enchantment — the 
scene was suddenly changed, and the bridge of the Rialto^ 
which had hitherto crossed a dry ditch, now beheld a river 
flowing beneath its lofty arch. The vall^ was also flooded, 
and the Glyme taught to pour forth its living waters into a 
lake extending over two or three hundred acres. Bays and 
ports, and roadsteads and harbours, now seemed to terminate 
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the curves of this noble expanse ; while a little fleet masted, 
rigged, and fitted out, so as to resemble a navy, floated on its 
glassy bosom. It was thus, that the late Duke of Mariborough 
for many years employed both his wealth and his leisure. Nor 
ought it to be forgotten, that Blenheim itself, under his 
auspices, assumed an aspect at once more magnificent and 
more comfortable. The principal apartments were new hun^ 
and new furnished; the noble hall was re-embdlished; the beau* 
tifiil little chapel was rendered more worthy of the Deity there 
worshipped ; while the grand and extensive library was adorned 
with an invaluable unique bust, still in high preservaticm. 
The present Duke, who is said to possess a fine taste for book% 
will not fail to keep up and augment this princely eoUeeticm. ' 

It has already been stated, that his Grace's father, to whose 
tutor, the learned Jacob Bryant, he presented a handsome 
annuity, always evinced a decided taste lor mathematics ; and 
the son, firom early youth exhibited a predilection for a noble 
science, which is intimately connected, and indeed regulated 
by the former. He accordingly ordered an observatory to be 
constructed and fitted up at Blenheim, which he finrnished in 
a manner worthy of his skill and munificence. Nor were his 
studies of a selfish kind, for he extended his love of astronomy 
so as to prove beneficial to the most distinguished of our 
EngUsh youth. Accordingly the Duke presented one of the 
^est and largest telescopes that could be produced by the 
nfiost accurate mechanics in Europe — those of the British 
ca{HtaI — to the University of Oxford. The grand curtains 
in the picture gallery are also a donation firom him. 

Nor was he deficient in respect to the wants of those around 
him. On the contrary, the Duke extended his boun^ 
to all; and his largesses were commensurate with the 
wants of the peasantry in that county. He was also a gener- 
ous contributor to every public charity within the shir^ and 
the kbabitaats of the adjacent city, in particular, fi-equently 
tsst^ of his bounty in a variety of ways. 

In 1811, the Dtichess of Marlborough was snatched fi^Hn 
hi^iy after a painfiil illness of some duration. It was thus 
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that he lost a consort, with whom he had been united during 
a period of near forty years. His Grace had purchased a charm- 
ing house situate on the Steine^ at Brighton, chiefly on her 
account: and they were accustomed, for many years, to repair 
thither during the autumnal months. Soon after the death 
of his lady, he parted with that property, which has since 
become annexed to the Pavilion at Brighton. 

Ag& and infirmities at length began to press heavily ; but*' 
he still continued to ride^out in his carriage, and even on the 
day antecedent to his demise, the customary exerd^ was not 
forgotten; while no symptoms whatever of an approaching^ 
dissolution were exhibited. His Grace, however, was found 
dead nex^ morning in his bed, by the servant accustomed ta 
attend him! 

Thus died at the princely numsion of Blenheim, George, 
third Duke of Marlborough, leaving behind him a high cha- 
racter for the domestic virtues. His Grace was also a sound 
scholar, and a man of science ; in fine, without the aid either of 
exalted rank or extensive fortune, he would have been re^ 
spected as a most amiable and accomplished gentleman. 

His remains were interred with due funeral honours, amidst 
those of his ancestors, in the vault bdow the chapel at Blen- 
heim; on which occasion the present Duke, his eldest son and 
successor to his honours and estates, attended by Lord Charles 
and Lord Robert Spencer, Lord Churchill, together with the 
young Marquis of Blandford, and the Mayor and Corporaticm 
of Woodstock, of which he was High Steward, were all 
present His Grace, George, the present and fourth Duke of 
Marlborough, has lately obtained the Prince Regent's permis- 
sion to adopt the original motto and coat of arms of Churchill; 
and the House of Churchill now follows that of Spencer. 
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No. VII. 




Sir JOHN THOMAS DUCKWORTH. 

ADMIRAL OF THE WHITE, KNIGHT-GRAND-CROSS OF THE &ATH ; 
LAtE NAVAL COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF ON THE PLYMOUTH STATION ; 
AND A BURGESS FOR THE BOROUGH OF NEW ROMNEY9 IN T^B 
IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT. 

V 

I 

1 HE subject of this memoir, like a Hood, a Nelson, and 
a Bridport, claimed a clergyman of the Church of En^and 
for h» &ther, being t>iie of th^ five sons of the kte Rev. 
Henry Duckwordi, Rector of Fulmer in Buekinghamshii^ 
He was bom at Leatherhead, in the county of Surrey, on the 
28th of February, 1747-8,- and his father having four boys 
besides, and but rather an inadequate provision for so large 
a family, determined to educate him for the sea-service. Ac- 
cordingly, e^ly in 1759, when he did not exceed the age d 
eleven years, young Duckworth found himsdf strutting idong 
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^le quarter«3eck. of a man of war, with his Utde square bite of 
white fediig^ on the cufik and cfoUar of his cpat ; together with 
a sword) or rather Hfaukhum, as the feshi<Hi theii was, neai4|| 
as long as himself. 

The precise name of his first ship is now forgottefij but 
certain it is, that he served in the Diamond, then commanded 
by die Honourable CaptaiiJi Fielding, at a very early period: 
yet as prefimnent was not very rapid at that time, he^did not 
rise. to the rank of lieutenant until June 1770 ; a space of fiiH 
eleven years. On receiving his commission, he again went 
to sea, cruised on board of several frigates, 4md.at length 
deen^ himself particularly hai^yiin being appointed to the 
Princess lloyal of S8 guns, on board of which, the celebrated 
Admiral Byron's flag was then flying. In her, he sailed for 
the West Indies, with a view of threatening the French islands^ 
and interrupting the supplies, by means of which, that nation 
vms then supporting the insurgent Colonies of America, 
against the mother country. 

At kng1;h after a very boista*ous and stormy passage, they 
fell in with the fleet, commanded by the Count D'Estaigne, and 
die heart of every officer on board the EngUdh squadron beat 
high with thie expeetatioi) of victory and advancement. 
During this action, which did not prove so decisive as those 
of modem times, several persons happened to1)e dther killed 
or wounded in the immediate vicinity of Lieutenant Duck- 
worth's station; and part of the skull and brains of a blac% 
man, called Peter Allen, was actually forced against his 
breast; so that his clothes were bespattered with the blood, 
and he himself was thought for a while to have beeh slain. 

Notwidwtandirig the capture of Grenada, and the esicape 
of D'Esfeigne,' this proved a very fortunate battie for the 
subject of this narrativp, for within a few months' after, 
he was appointed to the Rover sloop of war, with the rank 
of whtft was thai termed " Master and Commander,*' and 
is now called «« Gommandei*'' only: which latter appellation 
18 certainly not only an miprovement, but a more honour- 
4ble as well as appropriate term. This evait, however, did 
not take place, until the 16th of July, 1779. r- ^i 
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Being ordered to cmip^.^ff Martinico^ pardy for the pur- 
pose of intercqitiQg#U.f»pplie8, and partly for ditaining intel* 
ligence, he << Iwik^ed'* into the harbour of Port Royal daily, 
and ccHiducted himself in every respect like afaithfol, persevere 
ing9 aod intdligent officer. Having obtained the envied rank erf* 
P9ll>»Cfq[>tain on the 16th of June 1780, he returned to the 
^incess Royal soon after, and in that capacity conducted his 
old ship to Port Royal in the island of Jamaica, and after 
remaining there until the month of February 1 761, he repaired 
to England in the Gn^n of 74 guns, being charged with a 
valuable gonvoy, chiefly laden with sugar. 

Having before distinguished himself for his valour against 
the enemy. Captain Duckworth now obtained a high rq^uta- 
tion by his humanity towards his own crew. During the 
homeward passage, which was bodi difficult and tenq^estuous, 
with a sickly ship, and many invalids on board, he determined 
to make every possible sacrifice for their recovery. Accord- 
ingly, he was accustomed to send all his firesh meat and wine 
to those on the sick list, while his own table was supplied with 
salt provisions, of exactly the same kind and quality as thpse 
served to the men. If any thing of a different description 
was introduced, he refused to partake of it, until those pointed 
out by the surgeon's return, had been first supplied. A simi- 
lar conduct ought to be earnestly recommended to all young 
officers ; as for the veterans of the British navy, such an ex- 
ample is doubtless unnecessary. 

Meanwhile the subject of this manoir had become a mar- 
ried man, and the father ofa family. During the summer of 
1770, he chose for his wife, Anne, only child and heir of 
John Wallis, Esq., of Camelford, in Cornwall ; and by this 
lady he soon had a son and daughter, both of wh<»n will be 
mentioned hereafter. 

AAjer his ship had been paid off. Captain Duckworth re- 
mained during a considerable time with his family, ^without 
much prospect of employment, as the America|i content had 
tiow ceased. A long and dreary interval of peace, for such it 
was deemed by both naval and military men, ensued. A very 
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considerable number of hal&pay officers found it prudent, 
either to seurch for cheap quarters at home, or go abroad for the 
purposes of economy. They began to be terrified at the pros- 
pect of the cessation of hostilities for many a-day to come, 
jlnd liknost thought themselves injiured by the declarations of 
some, equally high in the ccmfidence of his Majesty and the 
public, who had taken on themselves to pronounce <^ that they 
had never seen a fairer prospect of continued tranquillity/' 

After the lapse of a few short years, however, the prepara- 
tions in the various harbours, docl^-yards, and arsenals, through- 
out the kingdom, plainly indicated a sudden change. Ac- 
cordingly, in 1793, a long, sanguinary, and expensive <w«r 
with France took place, in the couirse of which, nolanlbctand- 
ing the late decisive victory under Rodngr, max naval superio- 
rity became infioitely more a^ypaiRei^ te^ Europe, than dur- 
ing that contest which had Ae^jef^tmchisement and independ- 
ence .of ifaeJbwacaa Colonies on one hand, and their subjeo- 
tion and punishment on the other, for their sole and avowed 
object. 

On this occasicHi) no one meritorious person, educated for 
the naval service, was forgottai; and Captain Duckwordi 
among the rest, was immediately selected for employment 
This gallant and humane oflScer was accordingly appointed, 
first to the Orion of 74 guns, and then to the Queen, the 
latter of which formed part of the Channel fleet 

Lord Howe being determined to bring the enemy as soon 
as possible to action, cruised in the Channel during the re- 
mainder of the sunimier, in vain ; but the French did not 
deem it prudent to leave their ports ; and it was not until 1 794, 
that the Brest fleet put to sea, and that only for the expr^ 
purpose of protecting a fleet laden with corn ; the pressure of 
want throughout France being so great, that the party then 
in power, -determined rather to risk a defeat than to be ^- 
posed to a famine. 

The fpirited veteran just alluded to, issued orders to leave 
St Helen's, on the 2d of May; and the naval campaign of 
1794, was opened by a very brilliant and glorious action. On 
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jreaddng the Lizard, Rear- Admiral Mcli^tague was d€tached 
wkfa his flag'ship, and a efnaH squadron to escort the India 
-convoy; and the rival fleets, at length, came in 'flill view of 
^ebdi other at ei^t o'clock in the morning of May 28, 1794. 
Daring the first and second days' action, nothing decisive oc- 
curred ; but on the third, a great and eventful victory was 
tuihieved, Wghly honourable to the British arms. 

The Orion, of 14f guns, commanded by Captain Duckworth, 
happened to be the third ship on the larboard division, and 
-acquired, at least, her own due portion of renown. On per- 
ceiving that the Valiant, of 74 guns, under Captain Pringle, 
was faked by two of the enemy's ships, the commander of the 
former gallantly interposed to cover her from their fire, in con- 
sequence of which she not only lost her maintop-mast, but 
suffered considerably in her rigging. But the paragraph 
ifrom Lord Howe's official dispatch*, pointing out the eighteen 
tifficers who chiefly distinguished themselves on that day, will 
prove the best eulogium that can be paid to the memory of 
• the subject of this memoir. He was indeed one of the eighteen 
who, in consequence of this report, were decorated with gold 
•chains and medals. After this he repaired to the West Indiei^, 
end had a broad pennant for some time at St. Domingo, 

But it was not only by Earl Howe, but also by Earl St. 
'Vmcent, that Capt. Duckworth was honoured, confided in, 
and esteemed. In 1798, while in the Mediterranean, on 
board the Leviathan, of 74? guns, he was selected for a sepa- 
•tate command by the second of these Admirals, and was em- 
ployed in a very hazardous and important undertaking. The 
expedition to which we here allude, was an attatk on the 

island of Minorca, on which occasion his broad peiihant was 

\ • ' ' 

' *■ ** To <liMharge thu part of mj public doty/' says Lord Howe, in his supplemen- 
tax^ letter U> a forager aceouot given by Y^ of the actioo> " reports were called for 
^m flag-officers of t!ie fleet, for supplying the defects of my obsenrance, under the 
I limited circumstances above mentioned. 
, «< Thfwe officcra, tbrnfise, wbo hm weh pasdcaUr daim toiaiy attetitiaB wse, the 
Admirals Graves and Sir Alexancier Hood ; ^e RearrAdmlrala Bowyer, Gardner, and 
Paisley ; Gaptaiiis Lord Hugh Seymour, Pakenham, Berkeley, Gambler, J. Harvey, 
^fn9, Parked, Henry Harvey, Pringle, Duckworth, aiid Elfikinatone/' 8ic. 
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a^n flying on board his old skip, with a smafl but wrib* 
<^osen squadron under his command. The land forces d»^ 
tined to accomplish this conquest, were confided to the care €)( 
the gallant General l^r Charles Stewart, brother to the first 
Marquis of Bute. 

- A small detachineht of these, to the amcHint of 800, was ae^ 
cordingly landed under the directions of the Commodore; who 
not only placed the Argo frigate in such a judicious position- 
as to secure its flank and ke^^a large body of Spaniardi at 
bay; but also effected the debarkation of a reinforcem^fi*(H4 
his transports, which immediately produced the desired dfect. ' 
Soon after this. Fort Charles was seized, and the city or town 
of Mahon summoned; while the boom which obstructed the 
entrance of the harbour was ranoved ; on whidi two firigates 
immediately sailed in*, and. hopes nowb^an to be ente^taineat^ 
for the first time, that this important settlement might actiially 
be taken by a handful of English troops, landed and led oni 
under -the auspices of two able and gallant commanders. Ac«v 
cordingly, although grossly deficient in the very essential* 
article of a battering train, by means of three 12^pbunders and 
3 five luid a half-jnch howitzers, the enemy was at length in- 
timidated into a surrender. After a capitulation had beei 
agreed upon, on the part of the Engli^ Command^s*in-Chie^ 
by sea and land, on one hand, and the Spanish Governor on 
the other, the British flag was immediately hoisted, and' 
S^inorca was thus added to the>list of British ccmquests.; As; 
this occurred nearly at the same period, that we were obliged 
to evacuate the fertile and flourishing island c^ St Domingo, 
tills acquiidtion proved both flattering and consolatory. 

At the commencement of the year 1 799, the gallant sub- 
ject of this memoir was promoted to the rank of Rear- Admiral, 
and immediately received orders to repair to the West Indies, 
asiiucoessor to Lord Hugh ^Seymour. In the mean time, 
he was fortunate encnigh to encrease his fortune greatly by the 
capture of a ridi Spanish ccmvoy, consisting of deven sail of 

* The Cormorant and Aurora. 
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merchantmen. His share of the prize-money must have beeit 
very considerable. 

- After remaining some 'time on the Leeward Island station, 
the Rear-Admiral was employed in a pleasant, rather than 
dangerous expedition, against the colonies of certain of the 
northem powers, who had entered into a new armed neutrality 
against England. On this occasion the success was complete^ 
as will be seen by the annexed official letter, addressed through 
Evan Nepean, Esq., their Secretary, to the Lords of the 
^ Admiralty. 

" Leviathan, at Sea, March ?7, 1801. 
*« Sir, 

** Haying consulted with Lieutenant-General Trigge, on 
the subject of the orders of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, we determined not to wait for the expected rein- 
forcements, but collected the troops that the General thought 
inight be employed with dispatch ; and we sailed on the 16th 
with about fifteen hundred troops, for the purpose of attacking 
the various islands specified in our orders, the General and 
myself considering it most judicious to commence with the 
weathermost one, St. Bartholomew, though by calms and very 
variable winds we were prevented from getting to Grand 
Saline Bay (our, mtended place of landing) till the morning of 
the 20th; when, having prepared every thing for that purpose^ 
and placed the Andromeda, L' Unite, and Drake brig, to 
cover it, the General and myself deemed it expedient to pre- 
vent delay, by sending Brigadier-General Fuller, and Captain. 
King, of the Leviathan, with a summcms, which after some 
little hesitation, was accepted, apd the capitulation I transmit 
entered into. 

'^ I then detached the Andromeda with the Alexandria ten- 
der to assist in watching St. Thomas's, when every exertioa 
was used to land a" garrison^ and form such temporary arrangen^ 
ments astthe urgency of the service would admit; all qf whi<^ 
were eflfected by the morning of the 22d. 
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«* We Found here two Swedish ships nearly laden with pro- 
duce of this country, a Danish ship in ballast, besides a variety 
of small craft, Swedish, and three small French vessels; and 
I left Captain Thomas Harvey, in L'Unit^, to co-operate with 
the Commandant of that island; and at ten o'clock A.M. was 
in the act of weighing, when ten sdl were seen from the mast- 
head; I therefore ordered the Drake brig and L'Echur 
schooner to reconnoitre, keeping the wind myself, concluding 
they were our troops from England, which the General and 
myself had sent orders to Barbadoes to follow us after landing 
their sick, with women, and children : this, from light airs, 
was not ascertained till ten o'clock at night, when they proved 
as conjectiured ; and the Proselyte joined in the afternoon of 
the 24th. 

" Upon this accumulation of force, the General and mysd^ 
ufter some deliberation, judged it would be highly injurious to 
his Majesty's service, and render St. Bartholomew very unsafe 
if we omitted attacking the island of St. Martin ; we therefore 
(though it was not mentioned in our instructions), prompted 
by the rectitude of our intentions, decided upon endeavouring 
to reduce it, and at midnight of the 22d bore away for that 
purpose; but the unprecedented variableness of the winds pre- 
vented our getting there till day-light of the 24th; and on the 
afternoon of the 2Sd the Coromandel joined with the second 
West India r^ment, when, having placed Captain Fowke in 
the Proselyte^ with the Drake brig, in Cole's Bay, to cover 
the landing, under the direction of Captain Ekins of the Am- 
phitrite (who had been sick at Barbadoes, but joined me in the 
f n>sel3rte, and handsomely volunteered this service), which 
conunenced at half-past eight o'clock; and with his judicious 
arrangements, die second brigade, of near fifteen hundred 
men, under Brigadier-General Maidand, were on shore with 
iheir field-pieces,^ and one hundred seamen, by eleven o'clock, 
as was the first brigade of eighteen hundred, under Brigadier- 
'Oeneral Fuller, by two o'clock, with their fi^-pieces, and 
cme hundred seamen. The second brigade directly proceeded 
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Aetend {di^Jlig *0 toM of «< IMma alid the ^ whSe 
Aft etvir e hiwad krnUy and fipeatc^y tmiil Mdcit^d to iImw 

This small isqundfo^ CQiUM»oin of the &Ce tbat awaited it, 
endeaTOured to effect its escape; and one smal^ part of it was 
actually ludcy aK>i]gh togetofi^ while another, and a larger, 
consisting of a first Tat^ with a Rear- AdmiraVs flag flying 
one ^ei^tyi and three seventy^tir gon ships, fell into the 
handi of tlie Englidi. The following official letter, puUished 
dn this occasioo, appeared aoon after in the London Gazette: 

^* Superb, to the leeward of the town of St Dbiningue, 
** Sib, about twelve leagues, Feb. 7, ISOe. 

^* As I feel it highly momentous for his Majesty^s service^ 
that tlie Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty should hare 
the earliest information of die movements of the squadron 
^under my command ; and as I Imve no other yessd than die 
IQngftfisher, that I feel justified in dispatching, I hope i^dier 
their lordsh^ or Vice- Admiral Collingwood, will deem ne 
defective in my duty toward his lordship, by addressil^ you 
on the happy event of yesterday ; and as you wiH receire ngr 
letter of the Sd instant herewith, I shall only say, I lost not 
a moment in getting throu^ the M<Hia Passage; and on the 
Silbf in the afternoon, was joined by the Magidenn^ witli a 
further corroboration from various vessels ^ken, of a force 
of t^ sail of the line, widi as many frigates and corvettes be- 
ing in these seas; I therefore continued under eaay sail for 
the'night, m my approach off the town of St. Domingue^ hav- 
ing giving orders to Oiptain Dunn, c^the Acasto, whose zeal 
and activity I have experienced ior a series of years, to make 
MaSi with the Magicienne, CSaptain Madtenzi^ two honrs be^ 
Sore day -light, to reconnoitre^ when, at six o^dock, the Acasto, 
to our great joy, made the signal for two of the enemy^ 
frigates;aiidbefore6evenforninevsail at anchor: at half past, 
that they were getting under wei^ : the squadnm under my 
eonunand then in dose order, with jdL wl^^iaid the Supeih, 
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tocfing Wfflag, leadii^ and appvoacbflif'&at^ 86' ss^iia^ 
c&^r be&Mre eight diat -Afe enemjrwere m a cranpftct^ Imi^ 
imder aii iml, going before tlie wind for Cbpe Niaeo^. id 
ivtndward of Ocoa Baj; [and as they consisted tofonfy ^re^siai 
of the line^ two frigates, aood a cotv^te (mhtch hereafter tiriU 
be named), I condaded, from: die ioftormatinEi I was in ik)s- 
seseion o^ that they were endeaymning to form a jnnctioil 
wih their remaining force ; and kr consequekice shapfied^nrf 
course to render abortire sudi intuition, which was oon^ 
pletely effected by a little after nine, so as^ malce an actioli 
certain. I therefore t^graphed the squaikon, tb«t the porifl^ 
cipsd object of attack would be the Admind and his^ seconds^ 
and at three quarters past nine for the ships t(» take stains 
for their mutual support, and engage the en^ny as they got 
up, and a few minutes after to engage as close as possft>l^ 
when, at a short, period after ten, the Stiperb closed upon the 
bow of the Alexander, the leading ^p^ and commenced the 
action; but after three broadsides she dbeered off : the sigiial 
was now made for closer action, and we wereenaUed to attlu^ 
the Admiral in the Imperial (formerly LeVengeur), the 'fire 
of which had been heavy cm the NorthumberlaxMl, bearing the 
Honourable Rear- Admiral Codiran^ flikg. By this time the 
movement of the Alexander had thrown tier amcmg the 1^ 
division, which Rear-Admir^ Louis hi^ily availed hims^ 
of, and the action became general, and continued with great 
severity till half past eleven ; when the Frendi Admiral^much 
shattered, and completely beat, hauled dtreotly for the lan^ 
and not being a mile off, at twenty mimttesb^ore noon ran on 
shore; his foremast then only standii^, which fdt directly on 
striking : at which time the l^qperb being only in seven fadionfi 
water, was forced to haul off to avoid the dame evil; but qot 
long after the Diomiede, of eighty-four guns, pushed on shcMre 
near his Admiral, when all his masts went : and I diitik it* a 
duty I owe to character and my country, to add, ftott ite 
information of Sir E. Berry, after she had stnid^ aa^ the 
Agamemnon desisted from firing into her, from- the Captain 
taking off hb hat) and ma^ig every token of surrendir^ and 
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Captain Dmm assitres me both ensign and pendant were 
down: to comment on which I leave to the world* About 
fifty minutes after eleven the firing ceased; and on the smoke 
clearing away I fomid Le Brave, bearing a Commodore's pen- 
dant, the Al^sander^ and Le Jupitre, in our possession. 

" When I contemplate on the result of this action, wh«i 
five sail of the line had surrendered, or were apparently de- 
stroyed in less than two hours, I cannot, though bound to pay 
every tribute to the noble and gallant efforts of the Honour- 
able Rear-Admiral Cochrane, Rear- Admiral Louis, the Gap- 
tains^ Officers, seamen, and marines, under my command, be 
vain enough to suppose, that without the aiding hand of 
Providence such result could have been effected, and with a 
loss so c(»nparatively small; and though I shall ever syxa- 
pathise with the connections of those that fell, the r^ection 
oh the cause will, I hope, afford much consolation. 

" To speak individually to the conduct of any one, would be 
injurious to all, for all were equally animated with the same 
zealous ardour in support of their King and country. Yet, 
possessed of these feelings, I cannot be silent-without injustice 
to the firm and manly support for which I was indebted to 
Captain Keats, and the effect that the system of discipline and 
gck)d order in which: I found the Superb must ever produce; 
and the pre-eminence of British seamen could never be more 
highly conspicuous than in this contest 

^^ After the action, the water being too deep to anchor in 
Jthe bay of St. Domingue, it was requisite to bring-to'wkh the 
furizes to repair damages, put the ships in a manageable state, 
aiid shift the prisoners, which took me till this afternoon: 
when I detached the Honourable Captain Stopford in the 
Spacer, with the Donnegal and Adas, which latter had lost 
her bowsprit, with her prizes to Jamaica ; and l^eing anxious 
with Rear-Admiral Codirane, that he should return to his 
•command, where his services must be wanted, a jury main- 
mast is fitting to the Northumberland, , under this island, to 
•enable her. to get to windward, when I ^hall order the Aga- 
memnon, which is staying l^ her, to accompany the Be^« 
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'Admiral to his station; and I am now proceeding with the 
Canopusy Rear Admiral Louis, Acasto, and Magidenne^ off 
St* Domingue^ to make certain of the Imperial and Diomede 
being completely wrecked, after which I shall repair to 
Jamaica. 

^^ Having recited the transactions of this glorious combat^ 
which will fidrly add another sprig of laurel to our navd his- 
tory, and assist in promoting our country's good, 

« I am, Sir, &c. 

" J. T. Duckworth." 

Finding it absolutely necessary to destroy two, out of five 
sail of the line, the Admiral, by the aid of the trade wind, 
fell down to leeward with his prizes, and anchored in his old 
station at Port Royal. His reception at Jamaica was brilliant 
in the extreme, and the Assembly, which happened tb be then 
sitting, with its accustomed promptitude voted thanks to this 
gallant commander for the effectual protection afforded to its 
commerce and coasts; and at the same time, with its accus- 
tomed munificence, ordered the sum of one thousand guineas 
to be expended in the purchase of a rich sword, with appro- 
priate emblems. 

On the arrival of the important intelligence in England, the 
tower guns were fired, and an unanimous vote of thanks passed 
both Houses of Parliament. The corporation of London, also, 
decreed Sir J. Duckworth the freedom of the city, to which 
was added a sword of the value of 200 guineas. 

Having become a Vice- Admiral of the White, in conse- 
quence of a new promotion of flag-officers, he was soon after 
nominated to the command of the Royal George, of 110 guns. 
In 1807, he was detached to the Mediterranean, where he 
had before served, during some time, .under Admiral Lord 
Collingwood. On this occasion, notwithstanding the narrow- 
ness of the strait and the vaunted size of the Turkish guns, 
he passed the Dardanelles without damage ; but a variety of 

h 3 



Digitized by 



Google 



^130 .MmBAL/JXVCBklfiQiaU. 

.^arcwpKtaBc^s inlerpoMd so as tb premBtmiy^inag^i 
,qu^i^ bejii^ efiacted, 

Having retuni«d to England, in 1810, Sir Jdbn nsw ncnm- 
Oiated to the Newfouodbmd titation, which he retttbied dunoag 
three years. At the end of that period he was appointsd to 
^libe Plymouth station, and died on the 14thofApEil, 1817, 
Jn tl^ 70th year of bis age, leavix^ behind him the none ^nd 
reputation of a great, humane^ and expmenced commaader. 
The last years of his life, were doubtless embittered, by the 
painful recollection of losing an only son, who had obtained 
the rank of Colonel in the army, while fighting gallantly unddr 
the Duke of Wellington, in Spain. A daughter, some years 
,«ittce, because the wife ^Admiral £ir Ridbard Xing. 

Sir J(3im £^Uckwdrth jat in Fariiament, for some dm^ jis 
stoeof the members fiar the.barough of New Romnqr, aad at 
the.pmod of his .demise, was Cionunander-in-Chief on the I%- 
.rodudk station. 
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No. VIII. 




RfOHT HocKxnuBLE JOHN PHILPOT CURRAN, 

LATE MASTER OF THE ROLLS IN IRELAND, AND A MEMBER OF HIS 
majesty's most HONOURABLE TRIVY OOUNCHL, &C. ^C. 6CC. 

1 HAT Fftre «Ad extVROTdixiMry tatent called euoqusncb, iias 
m bU ages exehed the aAaoinilien, asd been ooooiii{Mmied by 
die applause of maBkind. 3& both andent and modem time^ 
it has produced fione^ as wctt as &rtune^ to muh as bave cacr- 
oelled in it; but it is oi^y 4n free countries, that it is ever 
ooltimtad with sQcoess. 

We are w^ aequioted iriAt the names of the ioratofs of 
Greece of Rome^ md mt Englaiid; but irboever beard ^ 
these of RuMia, Persiay or Hindostgn ? And hovrmatay^iges 
must AapB^ befcnre the banks of tke Disnubet, and the I>NaB% 
^ borders cf the Arabian gul^ or the teikoMS of the Hdles* 
pout sbisU produce a Cicero, a Demosdbenes, or a Chatham? 

John Fhilpot Curran, who is indebted for his rise in 
Hfe, and aU bis subsequent celebrityi to doquence alone, was 
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a natke of Ireland. Indeed, his country a{q)ears to have been 
indelibly engraved on his tongue^ as well as in his heart, &r 
it is not a little remarkable, that a peculiar, but not disagree^ 
able cadence^ was easily distinguishable in his pnmunciati^m, 
even in the latter part of his life. 

Some difficulties occur, in respect to the history of his early 
years, for his in&ncy was involved in a gloom of poverty, and 
obscurity, which a youthful spirit of aiterprise luddly con* 
trived to burst through. It is certain, however, that he is 
indebted for his birth to the province of Munster; and the 
little obscure town of Newmarket in tbecounty of Cork, lays 
claim to the honour of having produced him. It appears 
from the inscription on his coffin, that he was bom in 1750, 
but the occupation of his father *, and the precise situation 
of his family remains unknown. 

There is reason, however, to suppose, that his parents 
were protestants; and that his ancestors were emigrants from 
the north of England, who had been long settled in Ire- 
land. To the former circumstance, perhaps, he owes his 
education ; any claims or pretensions in respect to the latter, 
he was wholly ignorant of, or too modest ever to disclose. 
In Scotland, the parochial schools bring instruction home to 
the door of every cottager ; but this is not, and never was the 
case in Ireland : it is indeed, but of late years, that a sys- 
tem so intimately connected with religion, morals, and general 
iniorination, has b^un to diffiise the blessings of instruc- 
tioi^ over England. And this too has been attained, not as 
in the northern portion of the British dominicms, by a 
positive law, and a permanent specific revenue arising out oC 
land ; but by voluntary and liberal subscriptions on the part 
c^ all orders and denominations of men. 
' In the sister kingdom, an attempt was made upwards, 
of a century since, by means of Protestant Free-schools, 
to convey the seeds of instruction to a certain number of the, 
iiQiftbitaoits, but as this blessing was partial and exclusive 

* It has since been discovered, tlwt the elder Mr. Curran, was occasionally employed 
in, collecting the rents for a ^ntlemtn of small fortune in that neighbourhood. 
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bmng cottSned to a specific dmomination of Christianf aniiy, 
the Gfttholtcs were<^ course prdUbited from all its benefits. 
l%at very circumstance, perhi^s, will account for tbe present 
unhappy and uncivilized state of Ireland: finr in what ooi|- 
sists the difference between baibarotts and polished nations, 
but in mind and manners? and both these are closely and 
evidently connected with instructicm. 

But be this as it may, the probability is, that as the Cor* 
rans were poor Protestants, actuated by the commendable 
ambition of advancing their son John, they ocmlaived to 
obtain for him all the advantages that could be derived from 
an institution of this kind. Had he been, what is there 
termed a Papist, in consequence of a superstitious veneration 
for the successors of those ^ery orthodox Pdpes, JuUus II. 
and Alexander VI. the probability is, that as his paroits were 
utterly unable to have afforded the expences of a foreign edu- 
cation, and ware denied the advantage of one in their own 
country, he would have been a little lively peasant, renting 
half an acre of potatoe-ground, from an avaricious and hard- 
hearted extortioner, commonly called a middle man ; and if 
his constitution, which was always feeble, had not been de- 
stroyed' by intense labour, and his mind rendered dull and 
. dismal, by servitude^ his lively fancy might have made him a 
^^ Munster poet," and in this capacity he would, periiaps, have 
attempted to write verses in the vernacular language of his 
native province. 

Fortunately, however, a better fete awaited young Curran, 
for he had certainly acquired the rudiments at least of a clas- 
sical education, before he attempted to obtain an introducti(»» 
into the University of his native country; and it was in Ae 
humble station of a Sizer *, that pur aspiring candidate first . 
procured admission to the College of the Holy Trinity. 

* This i^ said to be a tituation in which the emolameDts are trivial, while it it ac* 
compapifd with the mott mortifying marlc of inferiority. The Sixers' have their edu' 
cation, however, free of expence, but they are obliged to keep the weekly roUs of the 
tutors, while 'dn them devolves the ardoous task of soperintendiDg the weekly distfibvtioii 
of iines^ tad pwiishmcnu. At that period tb^ had th^ c^»puBODt gratis. 
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HumiiejBuidtcyhKge naMuttod chuaog tbe i|iM^of twa 
yajflw, not only iiiirt wrtngiii Awi and «dm»wwi» butolmoitjaa 
Btirte «f 'want. Wbttiher the duHvetses «f tfaat penod bs^e 
bcm flinee nuigq^ed» in ord«r to&ma a SMre diiwet «oiiMi«t 
widi Ub fttore pro^Mrity, is not wactly known ; but tcrta&i 
it is tbat at the coDGk»i«A of tiR> yean iie obtained a scboW* 
ship. This was a fortunate draamttance^ m it raised him« 
Ukle ebave ai^ttal distress; and ^Mtbled him to look fi»irard 
with liope. foid eacpe(rtation* 

HietQeaBs by which this youth eflfeeted a journey 40 £i^- 
land» and kepi his temmoHS' at one of our Inns of Cour^ «re 
meidycoiyec^ral; it has been indeed Miertad, that at tl^ 
earfy and tiying pmod of his life^ he maintained himself by 
the labours of Ins pen : but we suspeet that lie was indebted 
to «OTB^ source, both more certain and more bounteous. 

Afier a few terms spent in London, he was called to the 
bMT, and was accustomed to travd one of the Irish circiiits 
in search of brid*s and business. It was during an excmrsian 
of this Jdndf that he first saw, and formed ^ai acquaintance 
with Miss Crea^ who soon after became his wife. With that 
lady, he is not supposed to have received any great acqoisitian, 
in point-of fertuue; (but in conflequenee of this connection^ he 
somi bdidd himself ihe fetber of a jGumly of many chikiEen. 

Immediately after their aoaarriage they took up their resi- 
doQce in Didiilui, and there waked f<»r more proq>en>us times. 

It was then, and perhaps stiH is, the practice in Ireland) tar 
a fenude io gelinqtiish all the maternal duties; toentmst her 
(^bpring to mercenary hands^ and to banish from her houae^ 
andfrom her presence^ the unhappy being to whom jAie<had 
given lifeu This unnatural habit prevaHed also in France^ until 
BcaisseaU) in the name of reason and of sensibility, invdkjii^ 
all the fine feeUiags of the human heart on the side of nature 
and humanity, thus for ever banished a custom which barbar- 
e«is^ nations have always held in just abhorrence.- WheAer it 
arose from a due share of afifection, or that die means oi fid- 
hvmg this fashionable and prevalent mode were actually 
wanting, is nowdifficidt to decide ; bntcertrai it is^.tbat Mia» 
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Ciirrdiv gveaify to hat cradit, ibsdkaxg&^ A Ae da&ei of & 
nurse tied mother 4>ftradf. it is painM htrt to 4mU, ihu 
some v&mHy gysnnderstaadiRg e&ePtwr^ ^occmned ; tluit « 
court of ju^tioe "vms Bf/petledtB ; and that a final eq>ati^km 
moned! 

We hai^ just idbdad to i1k pauiry of Ilk ineaiid ; ^ 
SQjoy be ^»^r ha» to JobMrve, that there iirtt&a eesttain ehitti* 
«i^ in 3ifr. Cutran's.jiiitiBdtthait^caicbtodit toirifle and tdxwmd 
fitnn every jkbock on ihe part €i adversity. iMtead of «ig^ 
fmm\mgtx> islsfbrtuiieB, he pi^epei^d hymdf for happi^ days 
and more auspicious evaits. Nor did the plajrfuhiess of his 
imagimtion, a certain hiknty^mii&d, and a dMpoMtioD ad- 
Biirai3ly adapted to social intercourse, even then forsake him. 
Accordingly about this period we iind him a pannanent mem- 
ber of a eonvirial society, formed chiefly of young expectants 
and unfeed barristers, like himself. To convey an idea of 
bacduutaHon g^itUity to the institution, die members adopted 
the fanciful appellation of ^' Monks of the Screw;" but if re- 
port J^e tzue, ike implffliMit in question waa equaUy umiecaa* 
aary and unknown at their board : for libations from the purple 
grape were never offered up on the altars in CSavan-Street, 
wh^e a spadous apartment, on the second floor, supplkd the 
place of a temple. But if the rosy god, did not preside over 
their festivals ; Ceres was worshipped by them with due solemn 
Aity; and the wholesome^ yet humble beverage, extracted by 
our ancestbrs from the precious juices of hops and mcdt^ was 
eagerly quaffed by her thirsty worshippers. But the strictest 
temperance is said to have presided at fliese banquets ; no mid- 
night orgies theie took place; no esqpepsive entertainments 
wer^ heard c^; l^fal questions wane ddaated with d^e aolem- 
nity, and even during Ae precious moments of convivial re- 
laxation, wit flowed jn more co{uotts streams than either ak 
or povter. 

Yet at this undignified board, were now met, although uncon- 
scious of their foture destiny, men aiierwarck decorated with silk 
and ermine. Here some of those who entered the lists with 
a few striplings, equally unknown and unpatronised with them- 
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acocHiBtfor the maimer ixt ^Aick Mr. CSarigii wai^ b wmghlP fclP- 
wardtXeeourseiEimtbebadito tlieniggeslioii8.0f hiscoteni^oi- 
ruries, one of whom haa been pleased tor cspreas hinwelf in 
the Mowing imwior: 

^< Whai be firdt came to the bur,, this cekbcBcted bsdnuoi 
16 known to have been extremely poor^ and to ham) Teaamkk&i. 
a long while unnoticed and unknown. The attention ofi'^th^ 
puUic was first a:ttracted to him» firaoL the fidlowing droam- 
stanoe:-— ' 

<< He had been engaged aa ogeaat/hy one of the candMateB 
at a contested dbction^ and in the ! coursed die p<^dtbeotta^ 
necessary for him to make objections to^ vote prc^^ved by ihe 
AdTerae party, which he did in du^ strong and sareastic man^ 
ner for which he is remarkable. Hisiantagomtt^ a vmttni?f 
rude and overbearing manners, Jelt the pungencgr of his wit^ 
and not imine(£ately recognising the barrister under a shabby 
coat and a mean i^pearanc^ (for nature had not been very 
fevourable in external decorations,) he applied to him some very 
gross epithets with more spirit, perlu^s, than decorum. Mr. 
Oirran kiEiped firom his seat, seized him by the collar, and was 
^ prevented only by the interposition of the bye-standers from 
chastising him on the spot. 

^ Hej however, was not precluded from asserting his in- 
depaidence in that way which could alone be tolerated in. the 
presence of a magistrate: he therefore^ in a few pithy. sen- 
tences, disdosed his mit9d and his character ; his antagonist 
h^ generosity enough to acknowl^ his error, and apor- 
logised to Mr. Curran, for the consequences of his nnstdce; 
nay, instead of resenting the violence with which he had re- 



'* I think myself bound to make this public declaration^ as it has gone forth to the 
world, that I am a man of ingratitude, and to declare, that for vaj difference ef opinion 
with my Learned and Right Honourable Friend, I cannot b^ taxed with ingratitude • 
§fit I ne?er received any d>Ugation from him, but H?ed on a footing of perfect equaTitj, 
save only as ^ as hit great talents and condition uutwent mine."— iSIee prmUd speeches. 
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pdkd A0 kmkf he gfwMd him UafrieoiddHp, and: hy fab 
reeoHuattMliitioa aikl pattvoaage^ V9gy f nf mlinlly pramotod. his 

^^E^nHn that ptriod he began to riie rapicBjs andia afevr 
jrdar» took his scat in the House of Goimmmsy where he 
seoonded every eflbrt of the popidar party fiar the emaMif- 
patioB of the OMoHry, and the establishment of its coamataigl 
freedom and pelitieBl independence. In his parlifwnfrtary 
conds^ he has siwi^ been attached to tbe pcq>iilar canseb 
He fint refuresentod a borough of Mr. Longfijrd's.?' 

Y^lKdier this ^statement be striedy and^ litendly corrode is 
now difieult to detenuinei. Certain ^ i% however,, diat M& 
Cixrvwa luid his tuaify remained in gnat^jbscuritjr, until tiie 
whigs oame iato power in T^gJand^ at :die dose ofdw.Amfwaer 
war ; on whidi occarion, the hite Dnke of Pordand was asnl 
over to Ireland, for the purpose of exercisiag the Vice-regal 
authority there. It was then his good fortune to^atteact notice 
and attention; and he was accordingly gratified in 1782, nilh 
si silk gown. 

Neairly at the same time, he was nominated to absent in the 
Irish parlittHient But a sudden change of administratiflo 
having takai place, on the arrival of die late Sfaiqnia of ' 
Buckii^ham, his patrdn^ who was eager to beenaoblcd,^ in» 
standy took the alarm, and net only turned round suddn^ 
hnnself, but aetuaUy ecqMCted hie fricnili..to JoSbw his ^"f^p^y 
]ftrt the new inmber barring' promt iiffleadbl^ itwaaspeodi^ 
intimated to him, that he ou^t to rnigtt^ anAriaeiiiiug. hia 
hoBoor implioated on thiflt Qcca8m% he accordini^^oomplied, 
and withdreww * But bs soon after rewmed his post in tbait 
honss^ under different aad more anqpicaous ciiJcimMttances. 

Mil Curran's praotiee ^ the bar, wns not for mai^ years 

* Mr.Cuiino if mwI to hire first ttken hit ttat in the Irish House of ConunoDs^ u 
M. P. for DoDersile. He represented the boroogfa of KUbeggin, in the yetr 1783^ 
whh Mt.fbod fov hoM eolletgoe; et ijbe next ^eni election in if^e, Jiewes-rt^ 
tnmtdintlitheJitie I|Hif]rJ)liiiitit;r»8iq*, forlWthooMiadk in i3kiitifom^MiMhPfiii 
Sit until the disioliition in 1797. He wis not a member of that parliament, which met 
in 1 7 98, and aanetioned the grand measure of an union with England i nor wis he erer 
returned to the Inperial Parliament. 
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ooiupicuoiis; biit i^ length itenereasedid suc^ a degt^'sB 
insensibly to lead both to fiune and fortune. On all great oc- 
casions, he was usually one of the counsel retained, aUd hav- 
ing reisdered himself' celebrsiied at Nisi Prius, in consequence 
of his witty, artful, and able appeals to a jury, he was for the 
most part employed to conduct trials of this kind.* Accord- 
ingly, on a variety of occasions, he obtained exemplary 
damages ; and gave ample satisfaction to all his dients. ^ Nor 
was it onfy in causes when he led the attack, that the talents 
of this rising barrister were invoked; for when the affiiirs of 
Irohnd unhappily assumed a terrible, and menacing aspect^ 
he was constantly retained as the defender (rf* all those who 
were accused of sedition, or tried for treason. - It is greatly 
t6 be lamented, that many of his s{5eeches on these occasions^ 
have been so^ inaccurately reported, while othei^ have been 
wh<dly OBliitted, and are now lost, perhaps for ever. 

Wne fkr^ of his prmted addresses was delivered in 179Q, 
when he presented himself before the Lord Lieutenant and 
privy council of Ireland, in behalf of Mr. Alderman Howi^n^ 
' who had been elected Lord Mayor of DuUin. The question 
thra under di9K;iia^n, was, whether the' commons' had not a 
right to piurtidpate with the court of aldermen, in the Section 
of that officer ? On this occasion^ the tribunal to whom the 
uppetl had been made, confirmed the election of his dient, 
and thus the ancient privil^es of the dtizms of Dublin, fio 
long usurped by a corporation of twenty-five- personsi were 
instantly restored and recognised. > 

The subject of this memoir, appears to have generoudy 
coBie forward without a fee, "an unhired voluntary advocate.^3 
On the other hand, the cdbbrated Dr.Duigenan% was re^ 
tainedBA counsel for the board of aldermen, and being a man 
of strong powers, but coarse, rough, and vulgar in his man- - 
netS) he indulged as usual in much personal abuse. Mr« 
Cun'aHy allu(^g to this circumstance, observ^ : ^' as to the 
invectives so lib^ally bestowed, it might be best to pass them 

* See vol. i. of Annoil Obituary. , 
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over without remark — I feel for my clients,'* contin^^^be, 
^^ too bigh a respect either to ddend them by paoeg^ic^ror 
avenge them by slander. 1 shall^ therefore treat those sallies 
of the learned gentleman's imaginati(m, exactly in the juume 
manner I woidd do one of my neig^bcmr's pigeons.— ihiey 
merely fly abroad animo revertendi; and ought to be^su^Sei^ed 
to return unmolested to their lawful owner !" 

In 179^, Mr. Curran obtained great credit for his dedfenpe 
of Archibald Hamilton Rowan, Esq., who was tried for a libel 
contained in an address from ^^ the Society of United, Ii^iih'' 
men at .Dublin, to the volunteers of Ireland," sagp^t.by 
" William Drennain chairman," and ^' Archibald. Hai^iltou 
Rowan, secretary." This flamuig circular, pubUAedpi 179^^ 
•and commencing with " Citizais, soldiers," states, that as tb«y 
formerly took up arms to protect their country from forj&ign 
enemies, and domestic disturbance ; it now became prc^r to 
resume them, &r the same purpose. To their lbr]|iatioii,wi^ 
owing the peace. and protection of that island; to their- relax- 
ation has been owipg its relapse Jnto impotence and insig^ 
ficance, &c &c. • , ^ 

^^ Citizens — soldiers, to afms ! Take up the shidd ^of free- 
doD), and the pledge of peace — peace the existence and end of 
your virtuous institution t- war, an occarional duty, ou^t 
never to be made an occupation. We address you, without 
any, authority, save that of r^uK>n; and if we obtain the coin- 
cid^ice of public opinion, it is neither by force nor sjtratacgem; 
/or we, have no power to terrify, nor artifice^ to cajole, nor fund 
to seduce; hare we sit without mace or beadle, neidier a 
mysl^, nor a^^raft, nor a ccHrpcn^tion ; in four words lies all 
our.power— universal emandpadon, and representative legis* 
lature; we insist for Catholic ^nimcipation without any 
modification, but still we consider this necessary enfranchise-- 
moat as merely the portal to national freedom; wide as this 
^entranoe is, wide enough to admit three millions, it is nar- 
row whto compared to the capacity and compr^en^ion of 
our beloved principle^ which takes in eve^ry individuftl of the 
Irish nation, ca^ts an equal eye over the whole island, em* 
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braces aUAat think, and feek for aU that sofl^ tlie Ctthc^ 
cause i$ subordinate to dnr causey and indndfd in it ; fat tm 
United Irishmen we adhere to no sect, but to sooif^ — to bo 
cause but Christiamty ^**-to no party, but die whole peo^e.*' 
This extraordinary paper reoonunends the ekction of dqioties 
from all L-dand to meet at Dnngannon, and mainlnins, thaC 
this <^ dvil assembly ought to daim the attendance of the 
military assodad^Nis." 

it is not a little ranarkaUc^ that at this trial, a guard of 
sc^en was introduced by order of the sheriff into die eoortr. 
bouse^ a few mcnnents before die drfenoe of Mr. Bowan. BCr. 
Curran, who undertook that arduous task, commenced by 
aniaaadvarting on tlus circumstance; and he also stated, that 
the present prosecution was ex^cffido ; for die Attornqr-Cvene- 
ral had not thought prc^>er to submit the bill to die cognizance 
of a grand jury* He then added, that the first informad<m was 
wididrawn, and a new one filed, which had produced a long 
and protracted prosecution: it was th^efore thdr duty to 
encpiire whether this g^deman ^^ was pursued as a crimind, 
or hunted down as a victim?^ 

After an ainmated eulogium <hi the Briddi constitution, to 
whidi Ireland had an undoubted right, however, distant she 
might be firom the enjoyment of it, he maintained, ^^ &8t die 
only professed object of this noble code, is the general good; 
and its only foundation, the general wiU« It is die ri|^ of tbe 
people,*^ continued he, ^^ to keep an eternal watch upon die 
conduct of their mlers ; and in carder to that, the freecfem of 
die press has been carefiilly cherished \f^ the law of England. 
In private defamation let it never be tcderated ; in wicked and 
wanton aspersions upon a good and honest adnrinistratievi, let 
it never be supported. Not that a good government can be 
exposed to danger by groundless accusation, but becai»e a 
bad government is sure to 'find in the detected fekehoods t& a 
licentious press, a security and a credit, which it otherwise 
never could obtain.'' 

^ Hie orator then proceeds to define a good gcwen imcnt^ 
whidi is sttd to consist ^ in the {nrotection aod hiq^juneGB of 
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^ the people;^ and ke putrk.to die jury on fJieir <mOh to de* 
clare whethier tfak be the onse m xeqaeet ^to Irciaod ? He oeaU 
contends, that £3r the paper in cpieatiQa to Joe des^nrisig af 
putiidimeiit, it is necessary to prove tlu?ee things, .vie. 

1. Tliatitisalibel: - : 

2, That it was published witji a niidiciQua intention ; aod . 
S. That k was published by Mr. Hainilton J%0!«^an. 

In the course of diis addreeus, be inyjytod the court itq^ re<K4? 
lect, that one of the witnesses bad i»)t; S9v:om to the &cti^ wd 
that another ^as declared on tfae.teslixBony^ an indi^i^t 
p^soQ, jto be unworthy ofxredi^ He at ithe .same time. p«id 
many high complunents to ^^ an Ulostrious, an adored,, and 
abused body of men, who stood forth at an f.w&l period, wd 
assumed the title, which he trusted the ingratitude of their 
country will never blot from its history : the Volunteers of 
Ireland/' 

After this, he maintained, that to associate for a wort^ 
purpose, sudi as a reform in parliament, is no crime ; and ^^^ 
die emancipation of the CathoHcs of Ireland, is highly praise- 
worthy. 

** I put it to your oaths,*' adds he, ' ^* do you think that a 
blessing of this kind, that a vict<»7 obtamed over bigotry and 
oppression, shoidd have a stigma cast upon it by an igno- 
minious sentence upon men, bold and honest enou^ ^o pro- 
pose such a measure? To propose the redeeipodng religion 
from the abuses of the Ghurdi, the rediaimmg of three 
millions of men from bondage, and giving liberty to all who 
had a right to demand it ; giving I say, in die so much cen- 
sured words of this paper, giving universal emancipation ! 

" I speak in the spirit of the British law, which makes liberty 
commensurate with, and inseparable from British ^1; which 
proclaims even to the stranger and sojourner the xfiioment he 
sets his foot on British ^arth, tSiat the ground on which he 
treads is *ofy, and consecrated by the g^us of Universal 
emancipation. No matter in what language his doom may 
have been pronounced ; ^ — no matter what eompleidon is com- 
patible widi freedom, an Indian, or an African sun may have 
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burnt upon him;— * no matter ih what disastrous ^battle his 
liberty may have been dcr^en down ; r— no matter with what 
'solemnities he may have been: devoted on.the. altar of, slavery i 
the first mon^ent he sets foot on the sacred soU of Britain, the 
altar and the god sink together in the dust ; his soul walks 
abroad: in her own majesty ; ~ his body swells beyond . the 
measure of his chains, that burst around him, and. he stands 
redeemed, regenerated, and "disenthralled by the irresistible 

genius of UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION I" t 

After this apostrophe to the genius of Engb'sh freedom, 
which called forth a sudden and involuntary burst of applause, 
he'>proceeded to. state, that they now resided in a country, 
which is bound by an indissoluble union, with British liberty. 

*' Una sokis ambobus erit^ commune pericukmJ^ 

^^ But to accomplish this union," adds the pleader, ^^ you 
must learn rto become like the English people. It is in vain 
to say you will protect their liberty, if you abandon your own. 
England is marked by a natural avarice of freedom, which 
she is studious to engross and accumulate, but most unwilling 
to impart; whether from any necessity of her policy, or from 
hejT weakness, or from her prid^ I will not presume to say; 
but so is the fiu^; you need not look to the east, nor to the 
west, you need only look to yourselves. 

^^ If it required additional confirmation, I should state the 
case of the invaded American, and the subjugated Indian, to 
prove that the policy of England, has ever been to govern her 
connexions more as colonies than as. allies, and it must be 
owing to the great spirit indeed of Ireland, if she continues 
free. R^y upon it, she will ever have to hold her course 
jBgainst an adverse current; rely upon it if the popular spring 
does not continue strong and elastic, a short interval of debi- 
litated laature and broken forcje^ will send you down the 
stream again, and re*consign you to the condition of a pro- 
vince." 

, Mr. Currah fidled on thjs occasion; but jn 1798, he proved 
more fortunate^ in respect to his (Client, Mx. Fatrick Fiimey, 
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ifvho^was indicted for high treason. The charge was* cfakfly 
supported by the testimony of a witness, who asserted that he 
had been forced to become an United Irishman in order to 
save his life; that he was made drunk two nights ruhhiii^' 
which prevented him from giving information, thiat there woc^ 
111,000 men in one province^ added to 10,000 inh^tantd 
of the metropolis, ready to assist in the project of an in- 
vasion, &c. Mr. Curran, after severely animadverting on his ' 
testimony, continued as follows: . 

** Whether all thewhiskey that he has been forced to drink, 
has produced this effect I know not, but Mr. O'Brien's loyalty 
is better than his memory.. In the spirit of loyalty he became 
prophetic, and told to Lord Portarlington the . circumstances 
relative to the intended attack on the ordnance stores, full 
three weeks before he had obtained the information through 
moral agency — Oh ! honest James O'Brien ! honest James . 
O'Brien! 

*' Let others vainly argue on logical truth, arid ethical false^ 
hood, but if I can once fasten him to the ring of peijuiy, I 
will bait him at it imtil his testimony shall fail of producing a 
verdict, although human nature were as vile and monstrous 
in you, as she is in him ! He says, he has made a bit of a 
mistake I but surely no man's life is safe, if such evidence were 
admissible ; what arguments can be founded on his testimony, ' 
when he swears he has perjured himself, and therefore,* aiiy 
thing he says must be false; I must not believe him at all, for 
it is impossible by a paradoxical conclusion to suppose, against 
the damnation of his own testimony, that he is an honest man, 

" What did the simple evidence of John Clarke^ of Blue- 
bell, amoui^t to against this O'Brien ? It attached the double 
crime of artifice and perjury, and added robbery to the per- 
sonification. There are now living in Dublin, there are at thai 
moment thousands, and ten thousands of your fdlow-cidzens 
anxiously waiting to know if you will convict the priscmer oh 
the evidence of a wilful and corrupt perjurer? Whether 
they are^' each in his turn, to fed the fetal effects of his ooh^ 
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adversary, purporting that the House of Commons had no 
right to investigate the conduct of the judges ; that any inter- 
position would be to declare* them guilty, &c. &c. , 

" As for myself," adds he^ " I find it difficult to reply, not 
being accustomed to pronounce my own panegyric But 
although I cannot tell this House, what I am, I may be per- 
mitted to tell what I am not. . 1 am not then, a man, who can 
claim, respect bc^ as to person and character, from office 
alone; I am not then a youi^: man, -.who thrusts himself into 
the fore ground of a picture which ought to be occupied by a 
better figure; I am not th«i a man who replies with invective, 
when sinking under the weight, of arguident ; I am not then a 
man, who denied the necessity of a parliamentary reform, at 
the time I myself had.proved the necessity of it by reviling 
my own constituents, thepmsh clerk, the sexton, and grave- 
digger : and if there be any. man h^e. present, who can apply 
what. I am not, to himself, I l^ave him to think of it in the 
committee, and to ruminate on it, when he returns home." 

When Mr. Orde introduced his famous propositions to the 
Irish Parliament, he found a powerfiil opponent in Mr. Cur- 
ran, who .ludicrously compared them to the famous horse, 
Johannes Caballt^Sy mentioned by Rabelais, which animal had. 
obtained the dc^ee of Doctor of; Medicine fi*om the College 
of.Rheims! ; . . ^ , 

After they had been withdrawn, he congratidated the House 
of Commons, and the country at large, on the result : 

" The doud that has been collecting so long, and threaten- 
ing -to break in tempest and ruin on our heads, has passed 
harmless away. The si^ that had been undertaken against 
the constitution was raised, and the enemy is gone. They 
might then walk abro£4 without fear, ^nd brave the dangers 
they .'hod escaped. On. this side was drawn the Une of circum- 
vallatiun that cut them off fi*om the eastern world; and on that 
the corre^pnding one, that enclosed them fi*om^ the west. Nor. 
let us &>rg^ ifi our ^ultatipn, ;tp whom we are indebtal fox: 
our delivertim^^: H^re stood the trusty mariner (Mr. ConoUy) 
litlus old^t^tiOp^.the jnastrheady and gave, the jsigtiaL Here 
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({Somting'to- Mr. Flood) all die wisdom of 'the state was col- 
lected, exploring . your weakness and vyo;ur straigth, detect- 
ing every ambuscade, and pointing to the hidden battery that 
was brought to bear on the shrine of freedom. And there 
(Mr. Grattan) was exerted an eloquence more than human, 
inspiring, forming, directing, animating, to the great pur- 
poses of your salvatlbn. But I feel that I am leaving the 
question, and the bounds of moderation : for there is an ebul- 
lition in greatness of joy, that almost borders on insanity. I 
own indeed that I feel something like it, in the profuseness 
with which I share in the general triumph." 

On the debate about the reduction of the Pension Bitty in 
1786, Sir Boyle Roche opposed ajl change: *' he would not 
stop the fountain of royal favour, but let it flow fredy, spon- 
taneously, and abundantly, like Holywell, in Wales, that turns 
so many mills." Mr. Curran, on this occasion, sarcastically 
replied, " that, instead of privilege settiog up his back to oppose 
prerog^ve, it now saddled its back, and invited pr^dgative 
to ride on it, and thus tried how comfortably thrfy might both 
jog along! I am delighted," ^dded he, " to hear the advo- 
cates for the royal bounty, wishing it to flow as freely and 
spontaneously as Holywell! If the crown grants were to 
double the amount of the revenue in pensions, such worthy 
and considerate advisers, would readily approve of the bounty 
of their royal master : for he is the breath of their nostrils !" 

" This polyglot of wealth, this museum of curiosities, the 
pension list, embraces every link in the human chain, every 
description of men, women, and children, from the lofty 
excellence of a Hawke, or a Rodney, to the debased situation 
of the lady who humbleth herself that she may be exalted. 
But the lesson it inculcates, forms its greatest perfection : — it 
teacheth that sloth and vice are to eat our bread ; while virtue 
and honesty may starve after they have.eamed it. It teaches 
the idle and dissolute to look up for that support, which they 
are too proud, to stoop for, in order to earn ! Those saints 
on the pension list are like the.lillies oi the field -—they toil 
not, neither do they q>in,: and yet are; arrayed like Sermon 
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in all his glory. Thtir fate teaches us a leteon, wbiA in^ht 
have- been learned from lE^ctetas-^thit it is somkimes^good 
not to be over virtuous: it shows, that in proportion ^ oitf 
distresses encrease, the munificence of the ctovm encrea^es 
also •^ in proportion as our dothes are rent, the royal mantle 
is extended over us ! 

<^ But notwithstanding the pension list, like charity^ covers 
a miiltitude of sins, give me. leave to say, that the crown in 
extending its charity, its liberality, its profusion, is^ laying % 
foundation for an independence of parliament; for hereafter, 
instead of orators er patriots accounting for their conduct to. 
such mean and unworthy persons as freeholders and burgesses, 
they will learn to despise them, and look up to the first man in 
the state : for by so doing, they will have thi* security for dieir 
independence, that while any man in the kingdom has a shil^ 
Ung, they will not want one ! 

" Supposing that at any future time, the boroughs of Ire- 
land should decline from their present flourishing and prosper- 
ous state — supposing they should fall into the bands <^ men 
who would wish to drive a profitable commerce^ by having 
Members of Parliament to hire drlet ; in such a case, a Sec^ 
tary would find great difiiculty if the proprietors of members 
9}iould enter into a combination to form a monopoly; to prevent 
which in time, the wise$t way is to purchase up the rcpo) mate-' 
rialy young Members of Parliament, ju^t rough from grass, 
and when they are once bitted, and he hds got a pretty good 
stud — perhaps of seventy — he may laugh, in his turn, at 
the slave merchant ! 

^^ Some of them he may teach to sound through the nose^ 
like a barrel organ; some of them might be taught, hi the 
course of a few months, to cry hear ! hear !,^— chair ! chair ! 
Again, he might Rave some so trained that he need only pull 
a string, and up gets a repeating member; and if any of them 
grows so dull, that they could neither speak nor make motions, 
he m%ht have them taught to dance, pedibus ira in sententia. 
This . improvement indeed might be extended; he might 
have them dressed in coats and shirts all of one colour, and of 
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a Smiday, he could mai^ than to cKiirdi^ two by two, td the 
great edification of the people, and the honour of the GhriiS- 
tian^ religion f^ afterwards, like ancietit Spartans, or the 
fraternity df Kilmainham, th^ might dine all together in a 
large halL Good heaven ! what a dight to see them feeding 
in public upon public viands, and talking on public mibjeets 
for the benefit of the public It is a pity diey ^b not im-' 
mortal — but I hope they will flourish as a corporatkm, and 
tliat pensioners will beget pensioners to the end of the 
chapter !" 

It may be readily supponied) that Mi>. Cuarran joined Us 
two friends^ Mt. Gratian, and the late Mr. P^nsdnby, on the 
^and question relative to Catholic emancipation. Indeed^ 
during the winter df 1796, when the former of thete moved 
" that the jldniissibility of persons professing the Catholic 
religion, to seats in parliament, was consistent with the safety 
of the Crown, and the eonnexicm of Ireland wilh Great 
Britain,'* we find him warmly supporting that pbsitioii^ He 
began Iby expressing his indignation at the despicable attempt 
to skulk from the discussion of so important and so necessary a 
question, by the affectation of an appeal to discretion^ If the 
enemies of Ireland, felt any inclination to become acquainted 
with their discussions, it might as well be proposed to conceal 
from them the course of the Danube, or the Rhine, ks the 
eourse of a debate in that assembly, " which was as winding, 
and as muddy as either of these rivers." ♦* So frightfully 
disunited and divided are we," adds this member " t^at we 
could not venture to trust ourselves with the possession of our 
tfwn fireedom ; for we are all animiated as one man, against 
rcfdressing our grievances." 

He then entered into a detail of the Popery laws; these 
were somewhat relaxed in 1778, and the consequences 
even of a partial union with their countrym«i, was, that 
the united efforts of the two bodies, restored that constitution 
which hkd beaa lost by their separation ; *• in 1782, you be- 
came free ; your Catholic brethren shared the dangers of the 
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pohflicty but you had not justice or* gratitude to let them sha)re 
the firuits of the victory. • 

*• I now call upon the House to consider of the niecessity of 
acting with a social and conciliatory spirit. A disunited 
nation cannot long subsist With infinite regret must any 
man' look forward to the alienation of three millions of our 
people; and to an unexampled degree* of subserviency and 
corruption in the fourth ; and I am sorry to think, that in case 
of such an event, the' inevitable consequence would be an union 
with Great Britain. And if any one desires to know what 
that would be, I will tell him : it would be the emigration of 
every man of consequence from Ireland ; it would be the 
participation of British taxes without British trade ; it would 
be the extinction of the Irish name as a people. We should 
become a wretched colony, perhaps leased out to a company 
of Jews, as was formerly in contemplation, and governed by* 
a few tax-gatherers, and excisemen, unless possibly you may 
add fifteen or twenty couples of Irish members, who might 
be found every session sleeping in their collars under the 
manger of the British minister. 

/ ** I cuinot foresee future events," adds he, towards the con- 
clusion ; " I cannot be appalled by the future, for I cannot 
see it, but the present I can see, and it is big with danger. It 
may be the crisis of political life, or political extinction ; and 
now is the time, fairly to state to the country, whether 
they had any thing, and what, to fight for ; whether they, were 
to struggle for a connection of tyranny, or of privilege; whe- 
ther the administration of England will condescend to for- 
give the insolence of her happier days; or whether as the 
beams of her prosperity have wasted and consumed us, so the 
very frost of her adversary shall perform the deleterious effects 
of fire, and bum up our privileges and our hopes for ever.** 

The speech of Mr. Curran at. the bar of the House of Com- 
mons of Ireland, in behalf of Lady Pamela Fitzgerald and 
her children, has been generally deemed one of his most 
brilhant effusions; but we lament, that it is too long for inser- 
tion in this place. 
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^ It is not a little singular, that of all, or nearly all the Irish 
lawyers of his day, with a splendid excqption on the part of 
the late Mr. Ponsonby — Mr. Curran alone,, seems to have 
remained firm and unmoved in his political principles and at- 
tachments. This Abdiel-like uniformity, subjected him to 
many mortifications, and rendered many celebrated men his 
enemies. He himself, however, boldly and fearlessly perse- 
vered in the path which he had first diosen, ^d in spite of 
every opposition, moved on in a career equally brilliant and 
singular. His frequent disputes with Mr. Fit^ibbon,.. at 
length ended in a duel, in whibh no blood was indeed shed; 
but on the other hand, no concessions on either side took 
place. Yet it was supposed, that all former animosities were 
from this mon^ent buried in oblivion ; and there is, indeed, 
reason to imagine, that after this, no altercation actually took 
place either in the course of law, or the House of Commons. 
This gentleman, however, was soon afler promoted to the 
seals, and became a peer of parliament by the title of Lord 
Clare.* In this new capacity, they again mei^ .but in very 
difierent positions; the one being Lord Chancellor, and the 
other a leading counsel at the Chancery bar, with a silk gown 
and a blue bag full of brie& to the very top. But Mr. Cur- 
ran soon found, that he was not received with the same atten- 
tion and politeness, as during the days of Lord Lifibrd, when be 
was but a young practitioner, or at the period when the seals 
were in commission, and the o£Sce filled for a time by tibe 
Archbishop of Dublin, and the Chief Justices, Carlton and 
Bradstreet. On the contraary, he experienced nothing but 
frowns ; his motions were discountenanced, his arguments were 
always questioned, his law was constantly doubted ; tupd so 
marked and personal is said to have b§en the (^position on 
the part of the <x>urt, that not a single client was left him a( 
the end of term. A little before his death he was known to 
have estimated his actual .loss, at the suiq of forty thousand 

*. Lord Fttzgibbon, Viscount Fitzgibb<m> ind Eaj\ of Clara, was nominated Lord 
Chancdiorof Ireland, June 30, 1789. 



Digitized by 



Google 



174 M&» CUB&AH. 

poondB'fy and tliis perhi^.will account fiir die smallaeftft of 
his fntimBf wdnxh at his deraiae, prbnred to be fieur inftri^r to 
wliat his neavest rdatives had siqpposed^ 

lie nnha^y insurrection that afterwards took plaee iu 
Iceland, indeed, brou^t him a nnmber of new ctieDto; for 
afterit had be^ happily qudled, nearly all those tri^ eilii^£>r 
sedition or treason, oideaironred to retain him bs an advocate^ 

He acoocdingly became their official defender; and in that 
ctspa/dty exerted ^limself with a degree of vigour, eloqujeooe, 
andanooess, that had not beei^ often cqaalled* But k if.to 
be recollected, ^' that o[ some he was the vohiB^aiy usfoed dei* 
fender; while the distressed situation and fidlen ftartnnes.of 
others, presented ithe possibility of an adequate ceward.^. . 

JMDr. Curvan, howeirer, contrived to live like a gentteman, 
and both at his country-seat, as wdl as in DubtiQ^ candnued ta 
eoQeedse the rites of hospitali^, with a spirit peculiar to hit 
opnntrymen. His table was oonstai^y open to all such as 
lived in intimacy with him ; and every En^iiiduaan, prqaedy 
recommended, was sure to£nd a h^uty^wdUxxne under htf 
roo£^ 

At length a new, fortunate and doubtless un^qpected qiodi 
occurred in his life, which if it did not raise him to the 
bench or decorale him with a title, at lea3t secured a raipectr 
abk and honourable retreat for his tdd age. The efmt te 
which we now allude, was the sudden advaocemeitf of Mx^ 
Fox, in 1806, to the post of Secretary of State, in comjune- 
tion with Lord GrenviUe, with whom he had juet formed a 
CQaliti0n.. In consecpMoce of this change in England^ a cvxr 
r^pondent one of course took place in Ireland, and Afr. Poar 
sonbgr was immediately invested wi^rtbe seala* The new 
Lord ChaPieeUQr cc^d not aidure to see Ivb fomnw fidL- 
league in retarem^t^ and ahnost: in dii^^race, while he- nor 
occiqpied so fai^ a ^ticm in that country, £ar the xighlis, 
libecties, and pros|Mrity of whidb, thcgr had both contended 

•f He specified thii -ptedee turn a liMk beftnre his demise, to the writer bf this 
article. 
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sidediy side: in A^ House of .Commons during so many y^urs. 
But maxnp diil&sikies existed, as to the precise situationi whidi 
Mr. Curran ought to occupy. Like other veterans at the bar, 
\e dodbtl^ looked towards tibe b^idi for an asylum, during 
the csznaiiider of his days : for he had now attained the 
fi%-€axdi year of his life^ and had spent no fewer than thirty^ 
five of Uiese at <die -bar. But as it was necessary to fill somq 
int^nnediate station for a short time, and as the new minbters 
vmre not disposed to, remove a very able and useful Attorney^ 
General entirely for his sake; another expedient was recurred 
to. . 

Accordingly, the Right Honourable Sir Midiael Sbudit 
then Master of the Rolls, was prevailed upon to retire on a 
pension ; and Mr. Curran was immediately nominated his suc- 
cessor, with the a«uar^p(nntment to a seat at ibe Couuol 
Boaxd. That this n^otiation d:iould be thus speedily clp^e^ 
was on the whole a very fortunate circumstance, considering 
the events that speedily ensued ; for had not the appointm^t 
then taken place, it could never have been effected, as the new 
administration was not suffered to remain more than a few 
months in oS&ce* 

,Unh^p^y, however, dudng the negotiation alluded to 
abotve, Mr. PoQsonby, by way of &cilitating the exchange 
OQQ^ented to grant an annuity to one of the subordim^^ 
officers, who had retired along with his diief ; but the new 
Mister of the RoHs, who xloes not appear to have hem 
parity ito this transaction, resisted its completion, and d^nded 
his QQ^duct ii^ a letter to the Ri^t Honourable Henry Pi^t 
I^Kif. M. p., a conunon fiiend to both parties^ 

TlMs ui^fpitunat^ly produced ai^ immediate and irreparaUir 
biieach^ after ^ivluoh, Mr. Ponsonby, actuated by ^ high son^ 
of honour, paid the annuity for some years, out of his own 
private fo^une. 

Meanwhile Mr. Curran exerted himsdf in disdiai^^ the 
dutm of his dew c^ce^ which had hithel*to been generally 
considered as a sinecure y- while that of the same description 
in England^ as appears by the conduct of the, distinguished 
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lawyer who lately exercised its funcuons, is one of the most 
laborious, as well as respectable l^al departments under the 
crown. 

The subject of this memoir se^ns actually to have rendered 
it efiPective in Irdand also, for we find that in one instance, 
which has be^i fortunately recorded, he made . a most exem- 
plary decision. This was in the case .of Merry versus ^^ one 
John Power a Popish priest," who proved to be (be Right 
Reverend John Power, D. D. titular ]Kshop of Waterfeid. 
The heir at law hoped, in strict cpnformity,to ancient practice, 
to annul a few inconsiderable l^;acies to some poor old womoi, 
under pretext of their heix^ bequests for Popish and super- 
stitums usesi* but his. ".Honour,"- after strongly condemning 
the principle^ actually dismissed the pause with full costs. 
This judgment was in strict accordance with his own notions, 
in respect to " Catholic emanc^ation ;" and it must >be al<^ 
lowed that it would have been in direct violation of both law 
and equity, had he made any distinction, merdy proceeding 
from religious pr^udices. 

Mr. Curran held the office of Master of the Rolls in Ireland, 
during the space of about seven years. At the end of that pmod; 
finding his health on the decline,^ he. was prevailed on to 
resign; and a previous treaty having accordingly taken ^place: 
the Right Hem; ISlr William M'Mahon, Bart., was pr<»noted 
to the>vk(£ant office in I814<. He now found himself, fi)r the 
first time in hisJife, exenqit from care, free^ independent, and 
without controul, with " all the Vorld before him:'' the diffi^ 
cuky, perhc^s, was where to ^' choose.^' Being determined, 
however, to leave Ireland, he repaired to this country ; whence 
he soon after took a journey to France. Having crossedf-the 
Straits of Dover, in company with a respectable fiiend *, he 
landed at Calais, and thence proceeded to Boulogne. Hav- 
ing always exhibited a taste for poetry, while contemplating 
the bases of the pillar int^ided to have been. erected in honour 
to Buonaparte, by the French army, he penned an epigram in 
his chaise^ on the suddai rise and faU of that cdebrated man. 

* Mr.Webb«> » gentlenBtn, bow oo a viiif to Piris. 
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«« T4theE'g''EfkperifrqfFr4ince. 

<< When Ambition attains her desire, 

« Hd^'PortaiHemustsmileat the joke: 

V V ¥«««Tpse in a piUair of fire, * ' 

^^ Yott m^k in a pillar of smpke \** . 

Mt&p thi« he visited Paris a second tim^ for he had been'tliei-e 
before, in 1802, and on this occasion exhibited a considerable 
dligree of &tniliarity' with the language of the country. The 
paiace of the Louvre still contained all that was rare or 
estimable in respect to the fine arts. The grand collection o^ 
statues then occupied the basement story; while the gallery' 
above exhibited the greatest and noblest collection of- pictures 
that the human eye had ever at one time -beheld. The hdrses 
taken from Venice, yet occupied their pedestals ill frbiit'bf the * 
Thttilleries; dhd the lion of St. Mark seemed to wonder at 
being transferred to the front of the Hospital of the Invalids. 

H^ly pleased and gratified with every thing that he be-' 
held, Mr. Curran returned once more to England, where he^ 
spen^ the succeeding winter. In the course of the next yeat*, 
he again passed over to his native country, and remained 
some time at his seat near Dublin. But he now found him- 
self attacked by ia variety of complaints; and in the autumn 
deemed' it necessary to return for the purpose of spad- 
ing the winter, in the vicinity of London. Shunnitlg the 
crowded streets, and noxious air of the metropolis, he now 
took up his abode in Amelia Place, Brompton, being actuated 
with the hope that an asthmatic affection with which he was 
troubled, might be there alleviated f and* he accordingly ap- 
peared to obtain some relief. 

Notwithstanding every precaution, however, his fatal hour 
rapidly approached. From two seizures of a paralytic kind 
he recovered, and that to such a degree that he walked out and 
saw his friends, occasionally, as before. But a third proved 
&tal; and he died after a short illness on the ev^ing of the 
13th of November, iaZ7. 

Thus ceased to exist, in the 67th year of his age, the Right 
Hon. John Curran, a man of high attainments and no incon- 
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nderaUe degree of cdebiity : a palziot, a poet^ a man of wit, 
a lawyer, and a legislator. - 

In the first of these capacities, he always erinoed a h^rty 
attachment to the interests of Ireland: her' coomoerce^ her 
rights, her privileges, and her independence, anterior to the 
uoidn, were warmly and zealously advocated by him. * But these 
claims were never made or supported in opposition to her con- 
nection with England ; on the contrary, he deemed the attun* 
ment of theio expressly necessary for the prosperi^ and advan- 
tages of both countries. As to the grand question of ^C!allidic 
emancipation," he was then in a smaU minority ; but Mr. Pitt,* 
previously to his demise^ and Lord Castlereagfa, as well as Mr.. 
Canning, subsequently to that event, have both inclined to the^ 
same opinion. 

As a poet, it has already been observed, diat Mr. Curran 
possessed a strong inclination to cultivate the muses; and he 
did not offer up his vows at their shrine in vain. Of his com- 
positions, which, as may be conceived by every one acquainted 
with his character, were chiefly of a g^ and lively nature^ 
the writer of this . article poss^ses a considen^e collectiofi. 
Xhe first int^ded to be mentioned here, is entitled the 
^^ Plate Warmer,*', which is unhappily too long for inser- 
tion. The subject consists of the fiunily quarrels of Jiq>iter 
and Juno, and as the ^^ father of gods and^ men" was often 
reduced to eat a cold meal after being heartily' seeded ; fmd 
Venus, put of pure compassion, determined to solicit Vulcan 
for the aid of his skill at those unhappy moments, when : 

" His knife and fork, unused were cross'd, 
His temper and his dinner lost ; 
For ere the vesper peal was done, 
The viands were as cold as stone. 

" This Venus saw, and grieved to see, 
> ^ For though she thought Jl^ve rather free, 
Yet at his idle pranks she smiled, 
As wanderings of a heart beguiled ; 
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** Nor wondered, if astray he rim, 

For well she knew her scape-grace son; 
. And who can hope hts way to find. 
When blind, and guided by the blind? 
Her finger to her brow she brought, -* 

And gently touched the source of thought; 
' V The unseen fountain of the brain 

Where fancy breeds her shadowy train,** 

On application to tbe celestial blacksmith, to whose arsenal 
she now repairs in great state^ he exclaims: 

*f And could'st thou vainly hope to find 
A power the female tongue to bind ? 
Sweet friend ! 'twere easier far to drain 
The waters from th* unruly m^in, 
Or quench the stars, or bid the sun 
No more his destined courses run. 

" Thine other wish, some mystic charm 
To keep the sufferer's viaiUds wann, . 
I know no iptfirdict offate, 
Which s^ys that art mayn!t warm a ]platel^!- '. 

** The model too, I've got for that : 
I take it from thy gipsy-hat ; * 
I saw thee thinking o'er the past ; 
I saw thine eye-beam upward cast ; 
I s^w the concave catch the ray 
And turn its course another way; 
Reflected back upon thy cheek, 
It glow'd upon the dimpled sleek /" 

The two following sonnets are of a plaintive cast. 

I. 
" Thou Emblem of Faith. 
*' Written on returning a Ring. 
<* Thou emblem of faith, thou sweet pledge of a passion 
That heaven has ordain'd for a happier than me. 
On the band of the fair, go resume thy lov'd station. 
And bask in the beam that is lavished on thee. 
N 2 
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And when some piiftt soem^e th^ remembmnce recaBmgt 
Her bosom shall rise to the tear that is fallingy 
With the transport of love may no anguish combine, 
But the bliss be all her *s, and the si^ff 'ring all mine* 

^* But ah !. had the ringlet them lov'st to surround. 

Had it e*er kissed the rose on the cheeJc oCmf 4ear, 
What ransom to buy thee could ever be found? 

Or what force from my heart thy possession could tear ? ^ 
A mourner, a sufp'rer, a wand'rer, a stranger, 
^ In sickness, in sadness, in pain, or in danger, 
Next that heart would I wear thee till its last pang was o'er. 
Then together weM sink, and I'd part thee no more.'* * 



II. 

<< LiNSS WRITTEN AT RICHMOND. 

** On the same spot where weeping Thomson paid 
The last sad tribute to his Talbot's shade ; 
An humble muse> by fond remembrance led. 
Bewails the absent where he mourn'd the dead. 

*^ Nor differs much the subject of the strain. 
Whether of death or absence we complain ; 
Whether we're sunder'd by the final scene, 
Or envious seas disjoining roll between. ' 

'' Absence, the dire effect, is still the same, 
And death and distance differ but in name. 
Yet sure they're different if the peaceful grave 
From haunting thoughts its low laid tenant save! 

** Alas ! my friend, were PromdcKoe inclih'd. 
In unrelenting wrath to human kind. 
To take back every blessmg that she gave, 
From the wide ruin she would memory save ; 

•. This hit been set to muatc, sikI it init rttd in tlie « Irbh Melodio.*' 
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' « For >»^>itt);y still, mik iaore thaxk Eggpfs ^tt, 
Emb^ming^very grieff that wounds the heart 
SiU at the altar she had rais'd to woe* 
And feeds the source whence tears must ever flow." 

As a lawyer, Mr. Curran had read sufficient, pei-haps, for 
his own puiposes and those of his di^ts. It is not here 
meant to insinuate that he po^^ed the depth and research oj^ 
a Coke, in one age, or the erudition and patience of a Har- 
gtave, in another; but it oilght to be recollected that his 
practice, more especially of late years, was chiefly connected 
with the criminal law and Nisi Prius cases. Hie qualification 
aUuded to seems, indeed, to be less attended to in the sister 
kingdom, than with us. We iiot unfrequently find a judge 
there^ condescending to crack a joke on the bench ; or uttering 
a pun on an occasion that would have produced additional 
gloom and gravity on the brows of our ermined sages. Indeed 
we have been told, that a certain vein of humour; frequent 
and apposite quotations firom the classics; with a disposition 
to diverge and declaim, are often tolerated in the gravest 
speeebes at the Irish bar. 

lQ^h>ss-qaestioniiig an tm^nlling evidence ; in detecting the 
sinister motives of the informer ; in discovering the character 
of a "pestjared witness ; no one is allowed to have exhibited su- 
perior acuteness ; while in his eloquent appeals both to the heart 
and understanding, he -was fireqaently enaUed to display the 
ascendency of powerfiil talents, so as to appal guilt and render 
innodence triumphant, with unutterable force and effect. 
Thus if the <^^ion of his Countrjrmen and contemporaries be 
correct, he must have occupied an ei^lted station on these occa- 
sions in the eyes of the pe6ple of Irelalifd. He could be no 
common man, indeed, who, uniting two great and distinct 
r qualities, usually disjoined in others, in his own person, could at 
one and the same time display the technical skill of a Garrow, 
and the persuasive and overpowering eloquence of an Erskine, 

In respect to his person, Mr. Curran was deficient iu one of 
the qualifications which Cicero has considered as indispensable 
in an orator. In point of stature he was diminutive; in re* 
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spect to complejdon,"«warthy; hisliair was black anJ short; 
and he was wholly inattentive in regard to every article of 
dress. He was but little indebted indeed to the aid of the 
tailor, hatter, and shoemaker, for he did not study fashion in 
his clothes, and never appears to have aspired at elegance* ^ 

In private life, he was both amiable and «itertainirig. Mis 
voice was soft; his manners engaging; his wit occasionally 
sparkled like his Champaigne ; and while he constantly ex- 
hibited an uninterrupted strain of good humour, he could 
bear with the.infirmities of others, to a degree scarcely credible 
in one of his spirit and temperament. 

In respect to his femily, one event of a disagreeable- nature 
lias already been mentioned, and it is not intended to dwell 
upon it here. Three sons and two daughters survive him; of 
the former of these, two were bred to the bar ; and a third is 
a captain in the navy; while of the latter, one remains siugle, 
and the other is married to the Rev. Mr. Taylor, a clergyman 
of the Church of England. 

The fortune he left behind him is but small, being estimated 
at somewhat less than 18,000i[. To those acquainted with bis 
ordinary habits, which were fe,r from being expensive, this sum 
did not equal their expectations ; for his income was supposed 
to have amounted to about 4000/. per ann. while his establish- 
ment, of late, was small and unostentatious. 

The corpse of Mr. Curran, inclosed in an outward co$n of 
lead, was kept above ground, at his apartments. No. 7, Amelia* 
place, Brompton, during a period of full three weeks. This 
circumstance, doubtless, proceeded from the absence of his 
will, which had been left in Ireland; for it was supposed- by 
some of his family, that it contained a clause enjoining that lus- 
remains should be buried near to those of a dearly beloved 
mother*, in the church-yard of Newmarket, in the county' 
of Cork. 

• Her maiden name was Philpot ; and after the death of her husband, she Ihred for 
a considerable period tinder the roof of her son, who always treated her with a degree of ~ 
attention truly >^ial. 
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At length, on the morning of the 4th of Noyember, they 
were deposited in the churdi of St. Pancras, in the county 
of Middlesex. To one so distinguished, the Abbey of West- 
minster, where his bones might have reposed among those 
of the great men pf England, was considered as the most ap- 
propriate place by many of his admirers ; but it is said, they 
will be speedily transferred to the country that gave him birth, 
where a monument, worthy of his talents and celebrity, is in« 
tended to be erected to his memory. 

The funeral was co9ducted in a mode^ and simple^ but re- 
spectable manner ; and what is not a little remarkable, with an 
exception of the members of his own family, consisted chiefly, 
if not wholly^ of men of letters. * 



N 4 
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No. IX. 
JAMES GLENIE, Esg. M.A. akb RR.& 

Of UmW)V AVD EDINBURGH ; FORMERLT AH OFFICRR 9OTH IN THE 
mOTAL ARTILLERY AND CORPS OF ROTAL ENGINEERS. 

1 o the names of a Stewart, a Simpson, and A Madauriii, 
all distinguished geometricians and natives of Scotiand,^ may 
now be &irly added that of the subject of the pres^it m^noir. 
Hi^ life more varied by incident and adventure, than that of 
anyone of his'countrymen, who have been just named, affords, 
of course, a wider scope for reflection, and a larger range for 
biography. It is connected, indeed, with the history of the 
times in which we live, 

James Glenie, a man of singular endowments, was bom in 
1750; in that fertile tract of country, hi^pily situi^ on the 
shores of the Forth, and the German Ocean, formerly caDed 
the " kingdom," and now the shire of Fife. The precise spot 
was designated by him, with topographical e^:actitude : for he 
always boasted during the whole course of his life^ *^ that he 
first saw the light of heaven, in that very parish which had the 
honour to produce one of the most illustrious, and unfortulmte 
of the sons of Caledonia.*' By this he plainly indicated that 
e^Ltraordinary inan, whose early talents and rare endowments 
liave readily obtained for him the appellatipn of the " admir- 
able Crichton." 

His father had been an officer of the army, a sturdy veteran 
who had fought, and perhaps, bled for his country, during 
many hard campaigns. He is said to have been present both 
in the field of Dettingen, and at the siege of Belldsle; events 
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whidi hd WAS accufitoroed to m^itiGn with an honest pride. 
It Appears from an authentic document, that the Captain, and 
a dai^hter were both, living in 1777, at which period, they 
resided in the paridi of Leshe, about eight miles from the town 
ofKircaldy. 

Young Glenie, as is usual in die northern portion of this 
islaind, received the rudiments of his educi^cm at a parochial 
schooL At a propear age, however, he repaired to the Uni- 
versity of St» Andrew^ where both Knox and Buchanan 
had been students. 

Here he certainly either disf^yed, or attained such a skill 
in the Greek and Latin languages, as would have aititled him 
to respect,, even if he had not dkcloeed an early taste for 
the sciences. But the bent and structure of hk mind, 
admirably fitted him for geometry. Such Wite his pro- 
fideney, that in 1769, when in the mathematical clask, he 
obtained a prize for the second time, on account of his ex- 
cellence in that department This consisted of a work, still 
in high r^ute, entitled, *' Elements of Geometry, by Hiomas 
Simpson, F. R.S.^ 2d edit 1760." It was a present from 
Thomas the e^hth Earl of Kinnoul, then Chancellor of his 
College, and who conducted himself with such Uberdity tb 
meti of talents, as to be considered a northern Mecsenas. 
Here follows the Latin address, printed from the <H*iginlil 
Itianuscript version, prefixed to the work in question : 

^^ Inganuo magnseq. spei Adolescenti 
JACOBO GLENIE 
Propter insignes in Artibus humanioribus Prc^essus in Classe 
Matbematica secundo, Praemium hoc litierarium, exsenttfntia 
Prcepositi et Professorum Collegii St. Salvatoris 
et Sti. Leonardi : 
DEDIT 
Nobilissimus D. Comes de KinnouU Academise ad Failum 
Andres Cancellarius pridie Idus Apnlis A.D. 1769. 

Quod Te^r. JoANNiis YofUKG, r. r. 
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NotwjtlMtenJHng his early and ^min^t attainm^ts in 
mnth^mt^n Mr. Glenie, was originally destined far holy 
orders. He accordingly attended the divinity class *^ aod ap- 
pears to have paid great attention to his studies; for in ad- 
.Ation to his other acquirements he was a keen polemiciand 
a theologian, well versed in all the niceties and distinctions 
of his art. No one was better acquainted with the tmielf of 
the various churches, that, are either established or tolerated 
throughout Europe, than himself. He. was accustomed to argue 
most learnedly, acutely, and metaphysically, on the doctrines 
of transubstantiation, and consubstantiation ; and like men in 
general, s^peared finally, to lean towards the creed of that sect, 
for the ministry of which he was expressly educated. Had he 
proceeded, there can be Uttle doubt, but that like Dr; Mat- 
thew JStewart, father of Mr. Dugald S. who was one of its orna- 
ments, he would have so distinguished himself by his gecnne- 
trical talents, as to have been invited to the mathematicfd 
chair of one of the five Universities of his native countiy. 
Like that same professor too, he would doubtiess have left a 
great name behind him. 

A favourite pursuit necessarily becomes a rulbig oiie, and 
that in which a young and ambitious individual excels, is 
most likely to tincture the Aiture character of bis life. TWs 
was precisely, the case in the instance now before us : for 
whether it was, that a presentation to a Kirky did not readily 
occur, or that the memory of the exploits of his father, in 
conjunction with his own excellence in a science intimately 
connected with the art of war, occupied and inflamed his 
youthful imagination ; certain it is, that he was at length 
sinitten with a passion for distinguishing himself as a' military 
man. 

Here again, that early reputation for talents which afterwards 
proved so serviceable to his country, readily paved the w^ fer 

* The learned and Reverend Doctor Pierson, of Chelsea^ formerly Minister t>f tbt 
Englbh Church at Amst^itiaro ; and the late Dr, Wiinam Thomson, of Kensingtoo» 
were among the oumher of his fellow-stndcnts. 
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his advancement. The Professors ^f St. Andrew's, proud of a 
student, than whom few, perhaps, had more distinguished 
'themsdves, since the epoch of Buchanan, determined if pos^ 
«ible, to gratify his wishes ; and bn this occasion th^ were 
doubtless joined by their worthy and accomplished Chancel- 
lor. An application was accordingly made to the late 
Greneral Lord Adam Gbrdon, nncle to the priesent Duke of 
Gordon, and at that period Commander-in-Chief of the forces 
in Scotland. This nobleman immediately acceded to their 
wishes; and in the course of a few months more^ we actually 
find Mr. Glenie a candidate for the artillery at Woolwich. 

To a mind so gifted,- nothing could be more facile than die 
application of geometry to fortification, and the doctrine of 
projectiles. Accordingly, after a short courne, and a satis- 
factory examinati(m, he was dedared i^Hy qualified for a 
commission ; and he actually ob^ined one soon after without 
any difficulty. 

A contest between Ae mother-country, and her American 
colonies, iihlmppily took place in the year 1775. On this 
occasion, it was deemed necessary to send a large body rf 
both native and foreign troops across the Atlantic, and these 
were accompanied by formidable detachments of artillery, an 
army in which Great Britain at that period, greatly excelled 
the insurgents ; as she undoubtedly surpasses all Europe at the 
present moment. 

Mr. Glenie, arrived in the harbour of New York, at a time 
wh^i every thing assumed a most prosperous and imposing 
aspect* General Howe had penetrated to the Chesapeake 
effected a victory at Brandy-wine, and captured Philadelphia; 
while Burgoyne seized .^^ Ticonderc^a,^ and arriving on the 
banks of the North River, already proclaimed his expectations 
of an easy conquest. 

Our Lieutenant of artillery was immediately placed under the 
orders of General St. Leger *, uncle to the gay and accom- 
plished Colonel, once so weU knownin thecirdesof &shion; 
and such already was his reputation, that he appears to have 

* He then potsened th« rank of Colonel only. 
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been either the sfble* <^k^, <yt at least fhe setnor in oommahd 
in his own dcpaitmentf during the expedition now tn^dxtated. 
The detachment to whidi^ he a|){)ertaiii^, ezpetHneed a 
variety of privadiKiS) and was eaqxMd to &r more perils, from 
the close and difficult nature of the country, ' than the sword 
of the enemy. Havilig ^t laigth formed a junction on rthe 
Mohawk river, with Colonel Johnson and a considerable body 
of Indians, it was determined^ & pursuance of secret inkrtic- 
tioois, to lay ^iegeto, atid capture Fott Stanwix, im impoi'tant 
out-post, th^i occupied by an American garnson, nnder 
Colonel Gansevorte. Accordingly •on the arrival of the tro<^ 
the place was invested, and summoned, while batteries were 
raised under the immediate superintaeaidance of the ' sub- 
j^t of this memoir. Having succeeded in out-flankitig the 
«nemy*s defences, and maintaining a great superiority of fire, 
no doubts were entertained of an immediate surr^ider. But 
in the course of the very night, when every thing was com- 
pleted for an assault, the cannon of the Americans being 
silenced ; his Commander received th6 unpleiasing intelligence, 
that Colonel Baum, with a considerable body of the north- 
ern army, had been surrounded at Bennington, and , ttat 
Burgoyne himself, was actually in danger of being captured. 

Such melancholy and Unpro^erous tidings, produced a 
sudden and immediate retreat. Accordingly, long before break 
of day. General St. Leger decamped, Indians and all, and 
so secret and rapid were his motions, that he actually forgot 
-to send intelligence of his intentions to Lieutenant Gl^e^ 
then serving in the entrendimetits* Certain it is, that this 
officer first r^d^ved ibe alarming and un^pected news, firom 
one of his own gcmners; and as he and his artillerymen 
would have been inevitably destroy^, had th^ attempted to 
move b|r day-light, taking counsel from hiis intrepidity alon^ 
he determined to assume an appearance of unusual confidence. 
Accordingly, the Sxe w^ reviewed on all points and diitec- 
tions wit^ redoubled vigour; and by enfilading their werks^ 
he so occupied the attention pf the @ur&*ifion, who luckily were 
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not aware of his crideal situation ; that he coukt, and would 
have taken the fort itself had he possessed bttt a few toldiers 
to asikmhe the i^pearance of heads of columns. 

A retreat being now the only course left him to pursue, he 
contriTed to effect his escape in such a judicious manner, that 
he carried off eveiy man belonging to his own corps ; and 
marahing with tmeKamided celerity, through woods, across 
fiistiiesses, and over rivers, arrived at head quarters, to the 
Htter astonishm^t of all ; who siipposing tibat he had been 
sacrificed in order to ensuire the safety of the troops, of course 
Iiad predicted, that the whole of the artillery squad was 
either killed or taken prisoners. ^ 

No sooner did intelligence of this gallant affair, which di»« 
played ecpai skill and fortitude, arrive in England, than ^e 
liite Mahjuis Townshend, a brave man himself, and the ote- 
staitt frigid and patron of merit in others, as a public mark of 
his estean, instantly transferred the unknown object of this 
uasdidt^ &vbur, firoin the artillery to the engineers, whidi 
olrcumstanc^ together with the reasons annexed^ were notified 
in'ihe London Graieette. ^ 

It aj^years from a. list of promotions ibund dn his table at 
his death,' that in 1779, Mr. Glente was nominated one of the 
" thirty Practitioner Engineers," asid " second Lieutenant;" 
he waa afterwards advanced to be first Lieutenant, whid, 
es^mating by comparative rank, placed him in a respectable 
station. 

Mean^iie, the love of military glory, and the memory of 
his late achievement, had not obUterated, or even lessened for 
a momentj^ that fervour in the cause of science, which ever ani- 
mated his bosom. The veteris vestigia, ^fiamma still burned 
with unoeasmg ardoun 

He had luckily become acquainted with Baron Maseres, and 
to him he now trammitted a. variety of important pc^pep% on 
the most abstruse subjects. llieSe were read before the Bioydi 
Society, and he was actually admitted a- men^ber, Hke Dr» 
Franklin, without being subject to ^^ fees^ and net<Hily without 
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his own solic^ation) buteren without', his knowledge : for. he. 
was then serving in America. 

On his return to England, Mr« Glenie found that his fame, 
had preceded him, and he was now receive every where .vrith 
attention and respect. A]3out this same period he appears to, 
have married : the maiden name of his wifewas Miss Maiy, 
Ann6 Locke, whose father, for a: cbnsidemUe. time, occuped. 
the respectable office of Store^Keeper. at Portsmouth. It. is. 
npt a little remarkable, that this gentleman had five daughters^ 
who became the wives of five officers, all of whom were. Scx>t5* 
men. By this lady, who is still alive, he had three children, 
two of whom survive their father, and both occupy honourable, 
and advantageous posts imder Governm^it. 
^ At length in ] 783, the late Marquis, then Viscomat Town^. 
hend was obliged to resign the high and respectable. post of 
Master-General of. the Ordnance^ a station of consideraUe 
emolument, ^id most extensive patronage, which he had h^. 
during ten years. His lordship was succeeded by Charles,. 
Duke of Richmond, Lenox, and Aubigny, a nobleman, who 
in thexourse of a pertinacious opposition to the American war,: 
had evino^d no inconsiderable talents for debate; he had also 
acquired a high degree of popularity both in England and Ir^-^ 
land, by first promulging the idea of annual parliaments and 
universal suffrage. Having seen the navy of England, in 1 779,- 
reduced to the afflicting necessity of taking refijge in the Bristol 
Channel, from the combined fleets of France and {^)ain, whi<^ 
had 'menaced the dock-yard of .Plymouth and incited .'the 
whole coast; he determined on preventing such a disgr^^ in. 
future. Accordingly, instead of augmentii^. our ships, and 
creating a new nursery for our seamen, his Grace cimcetved 
the romantic idea of fortifying all our nayal arsenals and ren-^ 
dering every important maritime station inacces^le to the 
assaults either of any single power, or combined . naval 
force whatsoever. But his Grace had. scarcely ccmeeived his 
plan when, in consequence of the retreat of the ministry of that 
day, he was succeeded by his noble predecesscH* and rival.-r- 
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Yet, by a new toad soddeu change, when Mr. Pitt came into 
power, the Bixfee wajs rdnstated ; and actually held his former 
diBtin^khed station during a Idng period of AiU twelve years. 
Being now firmly seated in power, and possessing the full con« 
fid^re of a ^oung, bold, eloquent, and able minister, he deter- 
flitned to carry all his projects into immediate execution. HIs^ . 
Gnice commenced, with due respiect f6r official forms : accord- 
ingly, he first assembled a board of officers aiid engineers,' 
^nd with no greatcdifficuhy obtained a pretty general but not una- 
nimous acquiescence to his dictates. It was not at airsurprising 
that these gentlemen, some of whom were doubtless interested' 
in the question, should advocate works of this description : but 
it astonished the public greatly, when certain sea-officers of 
considerable rank and character affi)rded their coimtenance'tO' 
a plan calculated, in the first instimce^ to render the royal navy 
entirely unnecessary ; and which even if declared useful ia a' . 
Qer:tain limited d^ree^ by swallawing up the disposable funds 
of the (nation, would ultimately preclude its encrease aiid even 
its employmeht. : . 

A little anterior to this, Mr. Glenie, as has already been 
mentioned, became first a husband and then a father. 

Some dlfficidties having o^urred, about this period in the 
construction of* Fort Monkton, and the neighbouring lines, 
on die part of his superior officers, the aid of Mr. Glenie is said , 
toliave been invoked, and he immediately oblviated them all^ 
with a facility that astonished every one. This event, as he 
was accustomed to obsierve, proved on the wh6le disserviceable 
to' him ; for* if it added to his reputation, it at the same produ- 
ced bdth jedousy and envy on the part df those under whom 
he was destined to serve. / 

, During the second adjoiinistj^tion of the Duke of Richmond 
at the Board of Otdrianc^he paid great attention to the sub- 
ject of dus narrative ; who, like himself, was a fellow of the 
Royal Sod^bty: He had read the papers addressed to the 

' • The writer of thl^ artide has jiiat been told by a field-officer of artilleiy, that tbeta 
«iorks,epaldneferirkhataiid.t))eimpetu<of ihe tide,,antU Mr* CUv^Je ooattifcd, by 
douf'tdling tlie stoae iiork^ to reader it capable of irootendiiig with thf utmoit.eflfbcu of 
the ocean. 
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President, and seized every opportunity of honouring and dis^ 
tinguifihing him both in p^ublic and private. His Gtaoe fnmldy 
and frequently acknbwleged that he was more indebted to 
Mr. James Glenie^ than to all his reacfitig, for his knowledge 
of the principles of the art of fortification ; and so taut did he 
^ at One time carry his adnHration, that he deigned to designate 
himselt'aa ^* his pupil." What a rare opportunity for advance- 
ment would this have afforded to a servile spirit? How few 
officers of engineers coidd have resisted the blandishments, 
and caresses, and seductions of a Master-General of the Ord- 
nance? But the mind of Glenie was formed in no ordinary 
or vulgar mould ; and on his opinion being demanded^ he re- 
^ectfully, but firmly declared himself in direct exposition to 
the new scheme of fortifications. The Duke, having obstinatel5» 
and unavailingly persisted in his conversion, he then commu- 
nicated confid^itially to his Grace, that in his own private- 
judgment bis projects were in express oppodtion to all the* 
rules of the art of war ; imd he su{^rted this doctrine by a 
femiliar recurrence to all the great masters both in ancient 
and modem times. 

It is not here meant to convey any idea of disrespect to the 
memory of the nobleman in question, to whom the writer of 
this memoir, when a boy^ deemed it an honour to be known* 
His Grace possessed great and rare qualifications; but it mfust 
be frankly owned, that towards the latter part of his life, he 
was unicNt'tunately smitten with a military mania^ highly 
detrimental to the best and dearest interests of bis countxy^ 
Oiie of his (^pon^ts in psurliament, indeed^ was accustoinedi 
to characterise hun as a new kind of ^^ Unde Toby," whoi 
conveyed his queries in casemates, where detached data were, 
formed so {» to resemble advanced works, and who never 
picked his teeth without havings recourse to a palisado ! 

In 1 78^ the Master General's grand^pkm was at leAglth si^ 
mitted to paclitoientary in^iiection, and in the s^oc^fdingseiK 
sion brought forward and bolstered up by the rare eloquence 
and extensive iidutace of Mr. Pitt, then Premier. -Supported 
by such wdgbt and interest, there can be but little doubt that 
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the iorty or 6% millions r^uireid fpr the cgcecirtion of sucb 
gigantk projects wotild have been readily granted, but for the 
interrention of Mr. Gl^e; and how that was obtained and 
brought into acticni, will be here detailed in prijit for the first 
time. 

The lieutenant had always been attached to the Marquis 
Townshend, who was his early patron, and had volui^arUy 
and readily signalised his moits by a rare and very flattering 
exertion of authority. This noUeman was now in the shade^ 
while his rival, the Duke of Richmond, basked in the' 
sunshine of power ; but if his new, extraordinary, and ex* 
pensive speculations could be but once set aside^ certain 
ruin and dii^race would, it was supposed, inevitably easue^ 
The late Mr. Courtenay, who with gr6a^ wit,^ or at least great 
fiicetiousness, united considerable talents, and was the confi- 
dential frigid and secretary of the Ebc-Master General, know- 
ing the declared opinion of Mr. Glenie, determined to make 
him an instrument, not only for the advancement of the noble 
lord and himself; but also for the advantage of the state. He 
accordingly invited this pfficer to his own house for a few days ; 
and he was never permitted to leave it until he had composed 
that fiunous pamphlet, which produced at one and the same 
time, the safety of hi§ native country, and his own indivi- 
dual nun ! 

This work, entitled, ^^ A Short Essay,*' soon ei^aged, and 
at length wholly occupied the public attention; for it was con« 
neoted with a branch of expenditure which threatened a new 
l:iational debt, nearly as formidable as that which had lately 
been created by the American war. In this far-fiuned pnblS* 
cation, which passed through several editions, he d^nonstrated 
that extensive lines produce prolonged weakness, not strength: 
diat fortifications serve but to invite the enemy into a fordgn 
country, and fiimish him after his arrival with the most efl^ 
tual means of becoming master of it ; and Aat the troops 
cooped up within these chains of redoubts*, wbtOd be far 

• A My of t9>O0O toUliers was required for Poitimoiith and Flyniomh alone. 
VOL. II. O 
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Ittcxre fonniddble^ as an active aod moveable force, agaimt an 
invading enemy. ,He reonnmended the navy as the most 
natural and most <^cient defimce of Grreat^ Britain ; and he 
ocmchided by mnjntaining that this* country must inevitid^ly 
lose bodi the East and the West Indies, with her naval 8upem>- 
rfty. After a careiiil investigation of the sums intended to. be 
laid out by the then Master-General of the Ordnance^ he 
dearly proved,' by a coiTfeCt estimate, that they wouldexoeed 
the wbdie capital required for building a new and .^^mjiete 
fle^t, ' superior to that of aiiy nation upon ea^ I How fiur he 
was correct in his ideas, let the succeeding war of 1 793, de- 
monstrate: for during its commenconent and progress every 
thing' was achieved by a superior maritime force. By its 
m^ians, we were enabled to beat, and even to annihilate. the 
navies of France^ Spain, and Holland; to sweep every sea 
in both hemiq>heres of every hostile force ; to carry the terror 
<^ the British armjs to the shores of the Mediterranean,^ as 
well as Jo the distant Egypt ; tad finally to conclude the war 
by the decisive victory of Waterloo ! 

The Duke instantly took the field -in person, and-pub- 
l^ed a bold, but inefficient r^ly to a dissertation, which to 
mathematical exactitude superadded a glowing and ardent en^ 
thusiasm ; founded on <scientif}c principles, it was aided, enybd- 
hshed, and elucidated by an able appeal to the testimony of bot& 
ancient and m6dem history. The'^ect must now a]:^>ear in- 
eredife^e* - Sisera was doomed to fall by the handsof a wmnan; 
and the Master Generid of tlie Ordnance of that day was laid 
prostrate, for a time, by the pen of a subaltern officer of 
^giiieersl 

^ This little pamphlet, strange as it, may appear, proved fiUal 
to the . Pidce's mighty prefects ; and thus by securing the 
wealth necessary for the equipment ei our fleets, preserved the 
royal navy irdm decay, if not from destruction. NplinDg 
eould exc^ed^ the surprise and discontent exhibited by thie 
Housed on the production of his new fangled sdiemes* Cieiie-' 
ral Burgoyne, who had been consulted, boldly denied his as- 
sent; and declared the board to have^been surprised iatd a 



Digitized by 



Google 



ICR^OLSKIE. 195 

sdemasg ucqaAedceaice^ bjr the most extravagant kjrpothedes. 
Cdiond Bany, as usual, replied with keen and cutUng sarcasm • 
while l^eridan eminently distinguished himsdf on diis occar 
sion by a very able speech. After insisting on the wanlon 
waste. 'df wesdth, he concluded by pointing out the dangers 
likdy to accrue to the constitution ^^ in consequence of the 
vast addition to the military power of the crown, arising out of 
^t permanent system of fortifications," 

' The Minister, notwithstanding his popularity, found him-i 
self deserted by the country gentlemei, now both enlightened 
iftUd^ ^rs^ed, and the c^ and noes amounting to -exacdy 
169, the Speaker's vote in«>tantly negatived a system at once 
absurd, chiQierical, and extravagant! 

The reputation of Lieutenant Glenie, was now assuredly in 
die ascendant; for such a mighty effort had never been adneved 
b^re by an obscure and almost unknown individual, even in 
this country ; but the day of his humiliation, as maybe readily 
supposed, was not far off. If we are to bdieve the vcdce rf 
fame, the great personage to whom we now allude, was not a 
little exasperated on the present occasion. Some allowances 
must indeed be made for the critical situation of a nofalanan^ 
long since deceased, but who then occupied one of the lugfaest 
employments in the State. It cannot be doubted, but that the 
plans in question originated in the best as well as purest mo-' 
tives ; and yet, it w^ not a little mortifying to bdiold an officar 
in his own department, and under liis immediate controul, not 
only leaguing with his political enenues,. but actually exulting 
over him I 

Mr. Glenie's noble antagonist had not been driven from 
power, as was expected, in consequence of his recent dis- 
comfiture. On the contrary, after being defeat^ on the ques;^ 
tibn of *< new,'* he actually contrived, at length, to obts&i-a 
paliiaxnaitary sanction for many of his prqjedts, under the head 
of ^^ repidrs cf old fortifications." Thus the Duke triumidied 
in his turn ; and being a m^n of great talents: and high charac- 
ter, was ^pported during the reniainder of )i|is official career,^ 
by the whole wi^ightof theadministratiob of that day.; ,^ / 

a 2 ' ' 
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The lieutoiant, in the mean time^ cannot be snppoeed to 
have dept on a bed of roses. He had offiended his superiors, 
and that too in a way not to be eadly forgiven. AU inter- 
course with them was of course cut off; and every idea of 
promotion banished for the present from his mind. He had 
bbtained c<msiderable &me indeed, as an engines, a man of 
letters, and a mathematician, in the course of the late con« 
troversy. But however flattering these circumstances mi^t 
prove, to an ardent and ^iterprismg mind, yet he never 
teap^ any soUd benefit from them. Those too, by ^om he 
was now patronised, entertained but feeble expectations c^ 
being restored to office ; and tiiey were unable to afford any 
thing but a distant hope to their adherents. 

Mr. Glenie, soon afler this, happened to be sent abroad, and 
during a considerable period was necessarily exposed to all ikid 
dangers and inconveniences arising from colonial service and 
unhealthy climates.. As his opinion was deemed of great 
weight, he also experienced frequent ranovals; and h&ng &jt* 
tirdy destitute of both patrimcmial and acquired fortune, must 
ef course have endured many personal inccmveniendes ; for 
a wife and fiunily were to be maintained out of the scanty pay 
of a subaltern] 

At length, he is said to have consulted several distinguidied 
leaders of opposition rdative to his future cmiduct; and 
the result was a recommendation to withdraw; in additicm 
to which he is reported to have obtained a writtmi document 
from a high and respectable quarter, containing a promise of 
restoration and reinstatement ! For the latter circumstance to 
whidi Mr. Courtenay was declared to have been privy, the 
writer of this article cannot vouch, as he never saw the paper in 
question ; but in respect to the former he entertains no doubt 
whatever. Accordingly, in an evil hour, this truly m^rtunate 
officer, at length tendered his resignation ; and that too at a 
time wl^i he was entitied to promotion. There can be but 
little doubt that this^^was an indiscreet stq> ! 

Forsaking bis profession, his friends, and his country, and 
relying implicitiy on the moonshine of political promises, h# now 
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embarked with his wife imdchildreii,as w adventurer, far British 
America ; and either obtained^ or purchased for a trifling price, a 
ocmsiderable tract of land in the province of New Brunswick, ' 
wliere his widow is actually settled at the present mom^it. 

Soon after his arrival, he was professionally consulted by the. 
Duke of K^nt, who then occupied a high station in our por- 
tion of the Trans- Atlantic Continent, relative to the best meanr 
of preserving our remaining possessions there. His Royal 
Highness, who, with great zeal for the public wel&r^ unites 
the rare talent of discerning the human character, at a singli^ 
glance^ instantly perceived his merits, and is supposed to bav^ 
obtained a report from this able engineer, in which the mean^ of 
strengthaung the defences of Hali&x, a most important statioti, 
both on account of its dock-yard and its geographical position^ 
were fully detailed. 

Mr. Glenie, now entered on a novel scene, and was henceforth 
destined to act in a new character and ciq>acity. This coloD^p 
which had been recently severed frcnn Nova Scotia, was at that 
p^od agitated by two political parties, called the ^^ IJpper '* 
and the "Lower Coves," from their respective places of abodc^ 
The latter were in opposition to the measures of the Governor ; 
and he having joined them, was returned as a Repres^atative to 
die House of Assembly. He had opposed the Master-Gene]:al of 
the Ordnance^ he had opposed the President pf the lloyal Society 
at home * ; and he now once more exposed " the powers that 
be," in a foreign and unknown land. Yet strange as this may 
seem, it would be difficult to attach any blame to his conduct ; 
nay he might and possibly was actuated by the noblest mo-> 
thres, cm aU these occasions. Those who knew him best m^n- 
lain that he was solely influenced by a spirit of independence, a 
love of propriety, and a noUe contempt for injustice ; it would 
indeed be unfair to trace the conduct of a man, who on ally and 

♦ Mjt.Gteole was one of those inho opposed Sir Joseph Banks iu 1783, respecting the 
dismi«»ion of Br. Charles Hutton, then Professor of Mathematics in the Royal Mili- 
tiryAcadenjytyfWodwieh, from. ^'office of Coirespondiog-Secretary tp the Royal 
Sc^tetfir. On tbii ioecuipn, U w^td in coiyiincttoB wid| B^sh^ Horsley, J)s* Maske- 
lyne, the Aatfonoiner-Roya), Mr, Maty, Sir George Shuekburgb, Mr. T. B. Holies, 
Baron MtMiM, lie. &c. 
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eveiy one c^-these events acted in direct liostility to his own 
imi^ediate interests, to any improper source ! 

But if we are to give full credit for the most honourable 
motives to this unfortunate gentleman, what can we say oi bis 
simplicity^ when, under these circumstances, he entered mto 
deep peculations, and actually became a contractor for ship- 
timber, and masts for Government. The result will not sur- 
prise any one. He and his partner, who is said to have been 
a man of coni^iderable opulence, were both ruined on this oc- 
casion ; and yet their successors, more politic, or at least more 
fortunate^ are said to have realised a sum of nearly 100,000^. 
by the same- individual project ! 

It thus became necessary for Mr. Glenie to leave the forests 
c^ North America, and beginning the world anew, and at an 
advanced period of life, to search for bread and ^ployment in 
Europe. But alas ! he was now entirely forgotten, a&jer an 
interval of so many eventful years. His frigid. General Mel^ 
ville, received him with open arms ; and Mr. Courtenay' was 
still alive indeed, but old, infirm, and about to retire fi*om Par- 
liament : be readily reco^sed, however, his merits and his 
services ; l9Ut he himself had been stripped of office, and had 
also outlived all his friends! T%e subject 'of this memoir,: 
however, found means to be. introduced tp some of those^en in 
possesScAi.of power. Such, however, was his utter ignonmceof 
the manners of a court, that he considered every smile and bow, 
on these occasions, as an acquiesc^ice in his claims, while a 
slight compliment was instantly construed into an immediate 
pledge, for ensuring all his pretentions ! 

With that good-natur^ which has ever characterised die Earl 
of Chdham, this nobleman, diiring part of the time that he 
occupied the office o£ Master-Geneial^ is said to have retained,' 
rather than to have employed him, as Engineer-Extraordinary. 
And when the East-India Company formed an establishment 
for its young artillery-officers, Mr.Olenie was recommended to 
the Court of Directors, to instmet thd^. cadets, with a salary 
which, together with the emdiun^nts, amounted to about WOL 
per^annum. 1^ 
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' This, howevar, pfovedta be but ,a ajiort' gHipf)se.of pros- 
perity, in the long and chahgeaUe life of this extraordinary 
man,:i^ho was once. more driven into want and obscurity, by 
^ utter ^prstnce of the world and its affairs. The i^ry 
shall be brief, the particulars, indeed, are' not wholly known to 
the writer of this article, who did not become acquainted with 
hisl^istory, until a considerable time afterwards. " ' 

During a trial in which the famous Mrs. Clarke acted a 
conspicuous part, Mr. Glenie appeared ^s an evidence, and 
in consequence of the questions put by the counsel on both 
sides, is reported to have stated some particJolars^. that proved 
highly offensive in a certain quarter! But. if he was sum- 
moned on this occasion, he was obliged to attend, ■ and the 
solemnity of an bath imposed on him the obligation of telling 
the whole truth ; if he appeared volimtarily, arid of his own 
accord, it was the conduct of a man, who had hot ^pffofited^ 
even by the severest lessons of adversity ! 

Be this as it may, he was soon after informed by an official 
letter 'from 'the India House, that the Company had changed 
its plans — altered its estabUshment — and that His, future 
services were dispensed with. * All his new patrons,: were 
from this moment deaf to his applications, and he was once 
more thrown on an unfigeling world, unfriended, unprotected, 
and unpiEitronised ! 

Socm after this, with that eagerness with which the unfor- 
tunate coi^sttotly convert hopes into realities, Mr. G. assent 
to a proposition on the part of a late member of parliament, to 
repair to Copenhagen, (or the purpose of negotiating the pur- 
chase of a large plantation, with the proprietor of it, who re^ 
sided in that capital With his usual improvidence^ lie set 
out oh this extraordinary mission, without any agreement as 
to rc^tineration, in the dark and gloomy month of "Novem- 
ber, 1812.' The voyage proved long and boistarous, and on 
his r«tam during the succeeding year, with the loss of health 

* It is but candid here to sute, that Mr. Glenie, wyie at Croydon, could ill bfook 
a taperior in power, who in all probability, was &r inferior in respect to sdence.. His 
rontentioDs on. this occasion night prove disserviceable. 

o 4 
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and strengtb, and ^irits, his daims wiere proposed fo be sub- 
mitted to arbitration; but the reforees could never agree as to 
the compensation to be awarded* From this voyage, and 
a severe concomitant iUness, he never, entirdy recovered; 
it was undertaken at a time of life, when exhausted nature 
demands, repose; and the new and recent disappointment 
experienced on this occasion, appeared. to have conqpleted the 
climax of his misfortunes. 

During aU these perils, adventures, and mortification^ Mr# 
Glenie^ however, never once forgot the pursuits in which he had 
^adiibited such precocious attainments ; and these, from his early 
youth, to the very last moment of his existence, he fondly 
dierished. Hie limits of this narrative, wUl permit no otfai^ 
tiian A brief exposition of his mathematical iabomrs* . 

Amidst his early campaigns in America, he cheered tlie 
solitude of the surrounding forests, and gave variety to the 
occupations of a military life, by a geaetsU d^nonstration of 
the *^ Binomial problem," which he instantly transmitted to 
Baronr Maseres, who has inserted it in his <^ Scrip^res Jjf^r 
rithmicL^' 

He . afterwards conveyed to the Royal Sodety, a demon- 
stration of the celebrated Dr. Matthew Stewart's " 42d Pro- 
position, or 39th Theorem," which had remained without 
solution, and puzzled the learned during a period of sixty- 
five yearSt From the same head, in 1792, proceeded the 
<^ Antecedental Calculus, or geometrical method of reaspnipg, 
without any consideration of motion or velodty, aj^licable to 
every purpose in which Fluxions have be^i, or caa be 
4S{^Ued." 

In 1 81 1, was read before the Royal Sodety, and afterwaJrds 
puUishied in their transactions,^ his famous paper entitied t 
J* Of the circle and the infinite incommensurability of its 
ju^a, to the square of tiie diameter, or of its circumfer^ce td 
the diameter; together with very usdul, and rapid. geom^ 
trical approximations for both." In the accompanying de- 
monstration, he has set pubUc curiosity to rest, concemixig 
^ the squaring oi the cirde;" by proving the inq[X)68ilMility cf 
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it : a quesdon, which is supposed to have engaged the at* 
tration, and to have eluded the researdi of the illustrious 
Newton. This, tha^e is reason to suppose, is the last work 
of any consequence^ which came under his consideration. 

Towards the latter end of the year 1816, Mr. Glenie re- 
tired from town, and hired apartments at Eabury House, in 
liie vicinity of Belgrave-Place^ Phnlico ; to which he was partly 
moved by the consideration of a better air, and partly with the 
hope of obtaining mathematical pupils. His health, howevei^ 
was now sinisibly on the decline, his ai&irs were derangedf his> 
wife and family were absent, and he appears to have been to? 
tally destitute of opulent friends, and powerfril connexicxis. 

In this extremity, when apparently forsaken by all the worlds, 
a female who had been a long time about the person of this^ 
aged Mathematician, remained firmly attached to her 0I4 mas? 
ter, and administered to all his wants and necessities. He was 
at length struck with an apc^lexy, produced, no doubt, by carei 
vexation, and a dread of coming evils, and after languishing, 
a week, he at length submitted to the common fate of mankind^ 
on the 23d of November, 1817. His remains, accompanied to. 
the grave by several of his friends, were interred, with a> decent 
solemnity, in the church-yard of St. Martin's in the Field% on 
Sunday die 1st of December. 

Thus died, in the 67th year of his age, James Ol^e, F.R.S. 
who, on a variety of accounts, lays claim to be considered one 
of the most singular and interesting characters of the present 
age. In person he exactly answered the description of Ulysse% 
by Homer. His make, and form, tmd strength^ augured. a 
life ci^MkUe of great longevity, and likely to be extended to a 
century : but this was prevented by an upiAterrupted series of 
disastrous events. His real disease, or at least the predominant 
and predisposing cause of his demise, doubtless originated in 
a broken heart ! 

He has been represented by some, as irritable^ but was it 
possible for any nerves to have withstood the miseries of 
thirty years? He was deemed querulous, by others : but what 
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law, efiher momJ^ or 'mimibipal, precludes complaint on the 

part of the wfortuBate: ' ) 

' ' " Res sacra misers • ^ 

Modest and unassuming in his manners ; he appeared diffi^ 
, dent x>f hiinself ;' and such was Mr. Glenie's utter tmconscious- 
ness of the eirterit and peculiarity of his own powers, that he' 
actually deemed oratory one of his leading qualifiditions ! 
Simplicity and creduUtyfornied the ordinary features' of his 
character : the man who had supplied the omissions of * Vai:d)an 
and "pointed out the errors of Hannibal -!> was. easily imposed 
upon by any artful tale. The last year oi* his life was spent in 
a manner worthy of a philosopher. He studied the rules of 
his ancient profession in Polybius ; and was accustomed to read 
daily a certain portion of the Greek Testament, by means of 
which, he corrected the text of the English version. 

Although entirely destitute of the gifts <rf fortune, yet he 
possess.ed a native independence of mind, together with a cer- 
tain sturdiness of character, which approached \kv^ antique^ and 
was doubtless a man whose talents and resoluticm rend^^ed 
him worthy of a better fate. . 

On. a great and trying occasion, like Publius Horatius 
CocHes, he stood in the breach, but his fate, was different from 
that of the gallant Roman : the one was gratefiilly rewarded 
with a gifi of land, and the grant of a statue; while the othier 
was isuffered to pine during the latter portion of his Ufe' in' 
penuiy and affliction. He fell a victim to certain pecuHari-\ 
ties in his owii character, as well as in those of the times ilf 
which he liv^. His misfortunes, indeed, were produced by 
those -very qualities that not unfirequently elevate others to 
wealth, to fame, and to honours of all kinds ! 

As a Geometrician, his talents must be allowed to have be^i' 
of the first order. He was familiar with the abstruse branches 
of the sublime mathematics ; he carefully selected and uni-'^ 

. * See a comp^Aon beiweea Vaubftn*s, and the customary mode of fortifcatiofr. "'■' \ 
f See a diwertatlon prefiied to a work dedicated to the puke of York, bj i^ late. 
Dr. Wm. Thomson, (author of the << Continuation of the History of Philip II.*^ in- 
tended for the ose of the military ichool at High Wyeombe. 
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formly succeeded in the demonstration of the most difficult 
problems ; these alone, he would condescend to encounter.— 
His operation, by " approximation," is not only new of itself ; 
but it exhibits a more^ rapid mode of calculation than any 
former discovery. In short, he aspii'ed to, and ought doubt- 
less to be deemed an inventoTi in 4;hat science, to which he 
had consecrated his earliest, and his best days. 

Such was the general deference paid to a rare union of talents 
and misfortunes in hk personj that his friends not only voluntari- 
ly contributed to alleviate his wants, but ako concurred unani- 
mously in assigning him that military rank, ivhich, but for his 
wayward fortune^ coupled with a variety of strange, unexpected. 
And singular occurrences, would have been long since conferred 
on him. Accordingly, he was generally known and addressed 
by the appellation of ^^ Colonel ;*' and it must be fairly owned, 
that if science such as his be justly appreciated, he would have 
wielded the baton of a general, both with credit to himselfi 
Bnd his country. 
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Right Honourable GEORGE PONSONBY, 

BX-LORD CHANCELLOR OF IRELAND, AND KNIGHT OF THE SHIRE 
FOR THE COUNTY OP WICKLOW, IN THE IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT. 

JVlANY difficulties must necessarily occur in respect to a 
genealogy that boasts of seven or eight centuries of iantiquity ; 
that affects to unravel the clue of descent amidst the proscrip- 
tions wd miseries of civil war ; or boldly refers to the annals of 
a foreign country, both for authenticity, and illustration. Not- 
withstanding these trifling perplexities, which have not been at 
all diminished by the interested complacency of modem 
heralds; the Ponsonbys are supposed to have come originally 
from Picardy. As that province is at this present moment 
one of the poorest districts of France, and at no time was ever 
remarkable for its wealth or fertility, it is but little wonder 
that it fixrniahed many adventurers who were eager to ^hare in 
the glory and the spoils held out by the Norman expeditioii 
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to Ei^landi Que of the family, is said to have acc(»]^paiiied 
Duke William to this country; and after the decisive battle^ 
whidi conferred the crown on that enterprising chie^ he was 
of course provided for among the rest of his followers. Ac- 
cordingly, the manor of Pcmsonby, at Hale, in Cumberiand, 
which fell to his lot, gave both ^ a local habitation and a name'* 
to himself and his descendants. One of these. Sir John Pon-* 
sonby, either being of an adventurous spirit, like his anceistor^ 
or preferring the rich lands of Ireland, to the bleak valleys and 
barren mountains of the north, acoMnpanied the Protector's 
army thither, and like many others of his protestant country* 
men, carved out a rich succession for himself, firom amoi^ the 

. estates of the Irish Catholics, a multitude of whom at this 
period, were punished with confiscation, or proscribed mider 
the names of " notorious ddinquents,'' " rebels," " free- 
booters,'' &C. and their estates disposed o^ among what are 
still termed in that country, <^ the CromweDians." Some years 

, since, the rental possessed by this &mily, in the sister isle, 
was estimated at 30,000/. per annum, and it has doubtless 
encreased greatly since that period. 

Such a mass of property, in a country so situate, superadded 
to character, talents, and fkvourftble opportunities, could not 
&il to confer honour as well as riches. Accordingly two 
peerages *, the Speakership f of the Irish House of Commcms, 
followed some years after by the Chancellorship, and an alli- 
ance with the Ducal Houses of Devonshire, and St. Albans, 
as -well as the noble ones of Spencer, Grey, Westmcnrland, 
Shannon, Kilworth, Loftusj and Mountmorris, have all contri- 
buted to render this a rich, powerftd, and distinguished fiunily. 
Mr. Ponsonby, the subject of the present narrative, was bcnm 
on the 5th of March, 1755. He was the third son of the Ho- 
nourable John Pomonby, brother to the late, and uiicle to the 
present Earl, of Besborough, by Lady Elizabeth Cavendish, 

• Besborough and Imokilly. 

f The Honourable John Ponsonby, Speaker of the Irish House of Conunons, was 
dected in 17^0; in 17699 hft was succeeded by Edmund Sexton Pery, Esq. 
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daiafgtkpst of William, diiird, and great mu^ to Ae pte^eo^ 
Duke of Devonshire* 

< ©f die faidiei^ it may be here necessary to make some 'm^»* 
tion. Having been bred to die bar, he succeeded Mr* Boyle 
in the chair ^oif the Irish House of iConmions, at /a period 
when that offiee, however hcmouraUe, coUld not be oEiDed 
luGratJre; for we find the sum cf'SML only» voted to the 
1g^ieaker./V to. enable him to. maiiitain: the state and dignity* 
ofhis dfllce// The fees, however, .amcwhted to an equal sum; 
andan. augmentation took plac^ in 1761,. so as to make the 
whide 20002.; which wias doubled in 17651 . ^ ^ . ; ..; 
? S9fm:after the aocesacn. of George III. ; we find. the ^natne 
of y the elder i Mr. Ponsonby : among '. those of^ the *f: Lonls Jus-^ 
. tices;'Mie was ncmiin^ted to that. station no fewer than six- 
times. This gentlen^ 1^ the boldness to refUse to'cea^tifj^ a' 
money-^ from> the Privy Council, a cirqulostiaiice. that renr 
^#ei?f4:^i¥li*6^r^3i^^y:P<¥id&r,'as ^is niKxle was even thexL 
de^^d Jby som^ to be rUn^cx^titutional^ and was afterwards 
abrogated. - ^ • / 

On the demise of Lord Shannon, his son and hdr who had 
married the Speaker's daughter, joined his &ther-in-law, mid 
the Poiisonbys; and such was the extent <^ their joint in-" 
fluenee, that they not only over<[^mie the rival house of Bereis* 
ford, but in some* measure counterbalanced the royal prero- 
gatiive itself, powerful as it then was in Irdand. He resigned 
his seat ^..Speaker in 1769, during the vice-royalty of LcKd 
Townsend; for an address having been voted by the Com-. 
mons, of Ireland to that nobleman, ooaitrary to his decided 
p^oiojQ, h0 requeued leave of the House, to widtdraw fitMn 
the chair, that, he might not be under the neoesinty of aiding 
inC(9^i6tQnt^ with bis own avowed s^itim^ats, by carryings 
up, and readmg a vote of approbation to that nobl^nan, 
gainst whkh he had argued strenuously in a committee. Not- 
withstanding this, the Ex-Speaker was said at one time, to 
have enjoyed <^ the patronage of all Irel^d ;" this doubtlesa 
savours of eicaggeration ; but it is not too niuch to affirm^ that 

11 
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he postesMd^^imd^for a Icmg time exercised a greaitar d^ee 
of inftuera^ tlian any comtaonery nay, than any ]^eer had 
0«er. deie before his time, in the govenuneftt of the sister 
tiagdcHik . ^ ' ' 

' . H» younger son, Mr. Greorge Ponsonby, of whom we ar^ 
now'to treat, after receiving the first rudiments of his edu- 
cadon,' under die paternal roo^ was put to: a public school^ 
where, he obtained a considerable stock of' dassical learning; 
He th^i repaired to the University of Cambridge, . and as he 
neither possessed the prc^pect of a peerage, liiMr a great estate, 
he . was / not dazzled by coronets, or distracted by ^ die hopes 
of ^ture magnificence, firom the pursuit of knowledjgel The 
same circumstances, rendered a profession afesdutely neees- 
sary. Actuated by an honourable amlntion, he therefore 
entered 'himself of one of the Inns of Courts as this was 
deemed the readiest and shortest road to preferment. Noor 
was he mistaken in the sequel, as all the honours a^endant 
on the most successfiil career, were at length fidily won and 
enjbyed by him. 

In the year 1780, Mr. Ponsonby recaved what is termed 
a ^^ call'' to the Irish bar, but he did not for s<mie time dis-^ 
tinguiiii himself either in the Four Courts at Dublin, or.daring 
the assises. He at this period, seems^ to have turned Jns inind 
chicAy.tb pursuits seemin^y incompatible: polMcs, and hunt- 
ing» Yet, he thus iearly, not only contrived to have.a seat, biit 
also ih!good' time to be a Ijeader jh parliament. Mr. Ponsonby, 
however, did :not altogether neglect his professional interests, 
for when the Duke. oC Portland was appointed Lord Lieu* 
tenant of Ireland, in 1782, we find him obtaining a silk 
gown. He was soon after nominated, first counsel to the 
commissioners of the revenue, an office which was then deemed 
of copsiderable importance, both in an honorary, and pecuf 
niary point of view, the salary and emoluni^ts being estimated 
at 1200/. per annum. . As many important proseciiticms were 
iindertak^i by this board, a barrister of no more than two of 
three years standing,, must assuredly have possessed consider- 
able talents, as well as some little practical knowledge before 
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he could have ftitUled the dufies aaheKed td hk appomimeiit 
with ability and discretion. But even then, he was c&me^ 
ieriaed for a species of constitutionalinickdaice^ which^ faowevmr^ 
did not wholly preclude in his, as in many other cases, an ex* 
tracMrdinary attachment to, and an unceasing exertion in the 
q>orts of the field. He would at any time^ have rather tm- 
kenndled a£>x, and contended for the brush at the end of the 
ehase^ than have prosecuted a poor smuggler to detiiruction, 
and employed the harpies of the law, in driving the unhajqpy 
wife and innocent children from a cottage to a jul ! 

During the short administration of tiie Duke of Portiaiidf 
consisting only of a few months, Mr. Ponsonby contmiMi, as 
has beai already suggested, to mingle pleasure wkh buaneas* 
Anterior to this period too, be resolved on marriage*^ and an 
that occasion, made choice of Lady Mary Buder, ekkst 
daughter of the late Brins]^, seomd EatI of Lanesboroogfa^ 

By the sudden recall of the nobleman alluded to above, 
our youngs barrister was deprived of a- patron, and in the per* 
son of the new Viceroy, he soon experienced on enemy. The 
late Marquis of Buckingham had been sdeCted byMbr. Pitt, 
to govern the sister kingdom in a new manner, and <hi new 
principles. It had been the constant policy <rf .Engbmd, to 
regulate that unfortunate country by means of parties and great 
fomilies, and it was now decreed that the house of Besborough 
should give way to the house of Waterford. The new Vice* 
rqy acordingly commenced his. adnifnistration, by making a 
variety of chaises ; and among the rest, Mr. Ponsonby was 
dismissed from office, for the express purpose of appointing 
Mr. Marcus Beresfi^rd, a cadet of that pow^ful &mily, whose 
star was now in the ascendant, his successor. On this occasion^ 
there could be no objection either to the age or talents of 
Mr. Ponsonby; for his successful rival was still younger and 
less informed than himself. 

It has been said that persecution produces martyrs; and 
patriots are doubdess fre(^ently confirmed, and sometimes 

<» Thi» took pUce in May, 1781. ' 
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actually made by the^ same means. Hie scanty fortune of a 
younger brother ooiM but ill supply the l6ss of such an in- 
come, more especially to a married man, ^o had formed 
•an estabUshmafit suitable to a revenue which he had been 
taught to de^n permanent, while he was already hailed as a^ 
fittfaer by an ol^ring.that looked up to him for succour and 
Siq)pdrt« His i^^ounded pride also took the alarm: for he 
could not bdiold a hostile &mily triumphant, and that too 
-partly at the expenoe of his own, without the keaiest feelings 
ari^E^ out of tfab palpable wrong, and injustice, to which he 
.now ccm8ida?ed hiinadif as sid^ted. 

Tbis happy occurrence^ for so it actually proved, however 
xiortifying It mi^t at first appear, finally produced a great 
and baleficial change in his character and cbnduct. Greatly 
to his lM>nour, he now determined on a new course (^ life, and 
sacrificing his indolence on the shrine of his ambition, he 
reserved to change his career of pleasure for pursniits more 
worthy of his talents. Accordingly his stud of hunten began 
.to disappear by d^ees, and the courts of law to be visited 
onore &equeiitly than die dog-kenneL Nor was iMs all, for he 
I'escflvedto qualify himsdf for exceOing in his prdfesrion; an4 
accofdfaigly by mtense stu^, be soon proved what a man of 
parts -is capable o^ who is not afiml to do vidence to his 
very nature, when it is averse from every thing IxMrdering on 
toil and constraint. Industry, added to the means derived 
from a masculine and correct understanding, soon rendered 
Mr. Ponsonby an able and accomplished lawyer, in a country 
.where profound and technical skill are not deemed altogether 
.necessary, as with us. His fiunily ccmnexions still respectable 
and numerous, although no Icmger powerful, soon pointed him 
out as a rising man, and business now flowed in apace. His 
fiilk gown, whidi still remained, gave him both precedent^ 
and consequence; and his income^ in a short time, greatly ex-* 
ceeded what it had been when he looked up to his official gains, 
as a certain and assured resource. Nor wBsrtfais all, for while 
he displayed a large portion of forehsie^loqifence^ he d^er« 

VOL. II.' V 
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ndned, at the same tiinSe^ to,Beqme and eKhtbiC a Vay iKffwynt 
Mpeae& c£ OTBtory : that adifited for the senate. 

In a short time he accordingly bq;in to be cMisidered a 
f^)eaker of the best promise in the Irish House of Commotts. 
The torrent of his doquence bore down all before him* The 
Viccsroy in him found a redoubtable en^myi wrkom he himsdf 
had armed with ind%nation and resehtmenl;. Acting on the 
popakfir side^ and on public principles, he new thundered 
again^ common; he boldly disdosed all the real or sop- 
^ poi^ crinnes and tiri^ors of administration; he a^^ra^ated the 
complaints which were; thai both loud and genacal, and aoon 
im^gan iSo be deemed a prc^r p^^son to lead the host of op- 
position to battle. The^ were mufinrmly defeated, indeed, in 
ibe division, but some difficulty ^sted as to answering their 
arguments. Meanwhile^ our young member hroudJj and 
palpaUy asserted that the government patronage^ in that 
House, had increased, was increasing, and ou^t to be 
tdimiiiidied ; that the expences occasioned by this fiital qr»- 
tem^ had exceeded all formar bounds; and that out of tfarce 
hundred members, there were cue hundred and ten who €ft» 
Joyed {daces and pensions under the crown. He was bodi 
pomted and personal too, in respect to the nobleman who now 
pre»ded over the <festinies of his native country. ^^ Oar 
wnxigs,'' exclaimed he, <' instead of bang alleviated have been 
^ndly multiplied by the new Viceroy ! He has united i^m^ 
tbe to corruptiim; he has aggravated our foro^r suflerings 
and mortifications^ by superadding fourteen new plaoenien to 
the number, already too gr^at, whidi existed befiwe his tinie; 
heha% created new offices €or his partisans in this assemUy, 
by ienoreasing the number o£ members at the puUic boatd?*'' 
and to accumulate his patronage he has subdivided ainong two 
ov^mmref tha duties and claries of oiBioes, whioh, until ftis 
time, had 1)een filled by one single individuaL^' 

Nor wasit long before Mr. Ponsonby attained a eoiiqplete 
Iriiiinph over that nobleman, who had unj^umediiim in oider 
to deeorate a rival with his spoils On the King^s aUaming 
illnesa in 1789» both kingdoms were ovarwhebned wikh grief 
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and consternation at such a melancholy and unexpected event. 
In England, however, it was determined to lestrict and limit 
the powers of the Regent, and that too in such a manner, and 
to sQch a d^^ree^ as, in the opinkm of opposition, to render 
the office painiiil if not odious to the Heir- Apparent. * His 
very right, indeed, to the exercise of its important fimctions 
was questioned by the premier of that day ; and he was fully 
supported and borne out by a great ihajority of Ae British 
Parliament, in the plan so ebiy Iriid down, and so eloquently 
enforced by him, nptwithstanding the remonstrances of Mn Fox, 
and the then powerful party associated beneath his banners. 

It was far different in Ireland ; for there the minority, after 
a short struggle, became triumphant. Mr. Ponsonby, now at 
the head of it, aided by the powerful talents and co-operation 
of Mr. Grattan, in the fh'st place, maintained with equal bold^ 
ness and success, the exclusive right of Ireland on the suspen- 
sion of the royal functions, to nominate and appoint her own 
Regent, without any reference to the conduct of Great Briti^ 
on that occasion. This doctrine^ indeed, arose out of^ and 
was immediately connected wkh the great question of nation^ 
independence, which had been so recently broadied, main*- 
tained, and acquired. The Irish legislature, on tUs oamkatii 
appeared resolute to support its ri^ts, and exercise all the ' 
functions immediately connected with them. This naticmal 
spirit wlas accompanied with another of a different kind. The 
leaders of all parties were eager to express their personal at** 
tkchment, in order to engage the attention and the gratftude' 
of their future sovereign, by thus acting in direct opposition 
to his fistther's chief minister. The Brince of Wales was ac^ 
cordingly invited to assume the Regency of the kingdcmi of 
Ireland, unfetter^ and unclogged with those restrictions 
winch had been imposed in England i and as the d}sapp<Hnted 
Viceroy diose to withdraw firom the government, rather than 
tanetkm a measure so hostile both to his feelings and instruc- 
tions, a dqmtation was sdected from both Lords and Com- 
mons, yffUdi had orders to proceed to Carlton-House, for the 
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express purpose of comtnimicating this singular and extraor- 
dinary event. 

But the suddai and happy restoration of the king, instantly 
created no small terror and dismay among many of those 
who had advocated the claims of the Prince of Wales, in 
England 'and Ireland. Some in both countries were dismissed 
from office; some chose to atone for their zeal by the most 
humiliating concessions ; while those who had stood unshaken 
in the ministei*ial phalanx were caressed, rewarded, and ad- 
vanced. 

Mr. Ponsonby remained firm and unmoved ; and while new 
rigours seemed to be preparing for his countrymen, he came 
forward at the head of a ^mall but faithful band, and attacked 
all those violent measures which he foresaw and prqph^ied, 
could only lead to a general convulsion. Yet, such was the 
&scinating dpquence aiul extensive influence of Mr. Pitt, 
that when the rebellion burst forth in 1798, an att^npt was 
dually niade to confound the leaders of th^ exposition with 
the chie& of the insurgents. But the tharaciter and conduct 
of Mr. Ponsonby alike defied distrust and misappreh^ision. 
FaitMul to his purpose, and constantly at his post, he de- 
pounced certain crimes that according to him were perpetrated, 
and that too with impunity, in the very capital. 

At length an union with Great Britain was projected, the 
appiarent ainiL of which, was to amalgamate the interests of the 
sister island, by means of indissoluble ties.; to close the bleed- 
ing wounds of Ireland by a liberal spirit of concUiation aikl 
concessicm; while by a community of interests, privileges, and 
^oymaits, both nations were to be rendered more happy and 
more powerful. But Mr. Ponsonby, and most of those with 
wIuHn he usually acted, objected to the proposed schane. They 
wished, indeed, to see a speedy period put to the distresses of 
their bleeding country ; but they were averse from sacri^ing 
what they termed her independence. They could not conten^>late 
the abolition of her separate legislature without pain ; andthey 
d^recated so great and important a change, as aii.evil^ the ad? 
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vantages ot which were in some measure speculative, while the 
ruin was certain and unequivocal. We shall say nothing as to 
the means recurred to for effecting this great object, many of 
which ought not to be praised ; but, perhaps, on the oAer 
hand, it may have tended greatly to the strength of both 
islands, by a fortunate combination of the comm(Hi interests 
and resources of the whole empire. 

At l^igth, after a long and powerful struggle, a new order of 
things took place ; the opposition became the ministry; and the 
treasury bench in Ireland, as well as in England, received new 
occupants. This great change was produced in 1806, in con- 
sequence of a singuliur and unexpected coalition between Lord 
Grenville and Mr. Fox. On this occasion, the extraordinary 
merits and long services of Mr. Ponsonby were not forgotten ; 
for he was made a member of his Mqesty's Privy Council in 
Ireland, and at the same time received the seals as Lord Chan- 
cellor *; while his elder brother was created an English peer.f 
Soon aftar this, his friend Mr. Curran, who like himself, had 
advocated the independence of Ireland, as well as defended 
a number of their countrymen, accused of rebellion, in 
the criminal courts of Ireland, also acquired the offidal 
appellation of Right Honoxurable^ and obtained the appoint 
•ment of Mast^ of the Rolls. The Foxo-Grenville, oar 
second coalition administration as it was now caUed, did 
not, however, prove of long duration. It exhibited un- 
doubtedly a constellation of eminent men, all <^ whom were 
highly gifted; but with an exception to the abolition of the 
slave trade^ which merits no ordinary degree of praise^ they 
achieved but little for the benefit of their country. This pro- 
ceeded, perhaps, from two circumstances ; in the first place, 
they ranained but a few months in office; and in the next, 
they were never able to obtain the entire confidence and cordial 
co-operation of the king. Much good, however, was pro- 
jected for Ireland, and this cabinet is said to have actually re- 
tired in consequence of an attempt to concede certain claims 

* The appoiAtmeDt took pltce Maich 25, 1 806. ^ 

t William Bnbazoii^ Lord Pontonby, of Imokilly, March 13> 1806. 
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to the peojplLe of that portion of the empire which have since 
be^i realised by them, in concequ^ce of the liberal and well- 
timed adoption of their successors. 

Qn the retreat of " all the Talents," as they were termed, 
in ridicule, by their opponents,^ Mr. Ponsonby, who bad not 
been ennobled on this occasion, withdrew also. The pen- 
sion granted him amounted to 4,000/. per ann.: and was 
certainly, as observed by his o{^nents, a large remuner- 
ation for official services of such short duration ; but on the 
other hand, it ought not to be. forgotten that he had r^n- 
quished his professional practice; and that it had become 
impossible for him to rdUim to the bar of that court in which 
he had presided with no small share of ability and dignity, as 
the first judge in Ireland. 

Mr. Ponscmby now repaired to England, and as the death 
of Mr. Foxr had deprived the country party of a leader, he 
was chosen to command the battery on the opposition bendi, 
in order to direct its thunder against a more numerous phalanx 
dravm up in battle array, on the right hand of the S^aeaker. 

His talents as a leader were doubtless conspicuous, in addi- 
tion to which, he had assuredly attained no inconsiderable de- 
gree of ddll by long practice in Ireland. He was connected 
by blood with most of the great Whig families ; while by his 
late preiermeat and recent &11, he was endeared to all those 
lately dismissed from office. He had been the iriend of Mr. 
Fox, and was nearly allied to Lord Grey, who had just re- 
signed the high station of Secretary of l^te, and who had now 
became a joint leader in the House of Lords with Lord Gren- 
ville, in consequence of die union of his niece ^ with that 
nobleman. 

The last session of the present pariiament proved one of the 
busiest and most important during the whole course of Mr. 
Ponsonby's political career. On January 28^ 1816, when the 
address was moved tp the Prince Regent, Mr. Ponsonby rf»- 

• MtTj Elizabeth Poutoobj, who marridl Chtrlet the preieDt> aiMl tecood Earl 
Giey, Nov. 10, 1794. 
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dilycoRCiirred, SO fiir as Inspected the terms; bat he, atthesame 
timc^ considered the speech from the throne in no other light 
than as a {urodaction on the part of ministers for the time beings 
^ These ministers," added he, <' have promised to adopt mea^ 
sures of economy; but wafr it not notorious, that in i^presft 
o{f>08ition to these promises, they had resisted every pvopo* 
sition for this purpose ? Was it not equally true, that they 
had decidedly opposed every exertion to save unnecessary ex- 
pcncea ; and regularly resisted one proposal of retrencJunent 
after another, till they were, unfortunately for themselves,- 
obliged by the votes of the House^ with the greatest reluctance^ 
to cut down those official establishments, wjiioh they would 
have otherwise strenuously clung to ?" 

^* As to the distresses of the nation, they were said tobe 
tempoeary^ and he would h(^,c rather dum admit, that to a cer« 
tain extent, this was true. Last session ministers hadasserted thiit 
the revenues of the country were in a flomrisfaipg condition ; and 
now, when the sinking fund bad proved in^Kdent, and out re^ 
sources had totally fiiiled, it was asserted, that all this had arisen 
merely from temporary causes. But had the.return of peoee 
pi^uced this mass of evils ? The rcssl cause of our distress, 
was *the iinmense debt and taxation of the country. It was by 
these, that the people had been so dreadfiiUybocue down as th^ 
were at the present moment 

<^ As for myself, I am coQfid^it that no man can charge me 
with having given any countenance to the in&unmatory de» 
signs lately hinted at ; but this I know, that the only way to 
re^btain the confidence of the people^ is for this house to doUn 
duty." He concluded a long and able speedi, by moving an 
am^ndmc^t^ the substance of which was, " that a prompt 
and effectual reduction of the military and every other braneh 
c^ our expenditure, must be looked t^n by His Majesty's 
fiutbful commons, as the first step to relieve the sufferings 
and redress the grievances, of which the people so justly 
complain." 

Mr. Ponsonby^ however, agreed in the address to the 
Prince R^ent, unanimously voted ike same day oa anodier 
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account, ^' althoi^b be doubted wbethar tke fractore in the; 
glass of His Royal Highness's carriage, had been produced 
by bullets, as stated in evidence by Lord Jaiaes Murray;. 
<' this circumstance, however/' he added, ^^ was of imp€»taiice 
only, as to the guilt df the person by whom the crime was oom* 
mitted, and could not have the smidlest influence, as to the 
decision of the House." 

On February 4, 1817, MnPonsonby supported the War^i 
riogton address, complaining of the '^obstructions in petition-^ 
log." The distresses of all classes of the community were uiqpa-. 
rallded in the history of the country, *^ nothing could be more 
dangerous," he added, " than to give the pec^fe an^ qppor-. 
tunity of stating, that their petitions were not sufiered to 
reach that house." " Their sacred and indubitable right of 
petitioning should be preserved, by the faithftd representatives 
of the country." 

Mr. Ponsonby was nominated one of the members of the 
Secret Committee^ respecting << certain meetings and dangerous 
combinations;" and the report in which he appears to have con-: 
curred, was presented to the house by Mr. Bathurst, on Fe- 
bruary 19. Notwithstanding this, he actually resisted the 
Habeas Corpus Su{^)ension Act On that occasbn, he had to 
dbeltar lumself,. he said, *' from the diarge of imbecility, on the 
part of his friends, as well as to combat th^ hostility of his 
political enemies." He confessed, however, that he had be^i 
induced, in some measure^ to alt^ his c^nnions. He '^ be« 
Ueved the powers vested in the govemmoit of the country at 
present sufficient to keep the peace of the country, without 
the measure now meditated, and one main ground for that 
belief was, the fact communicated by the Lord Advocate, of 
bayipg seized on the central committee of union, at Glasgow.'! 
He entertained a reverence for the law of Haibeas Corpus^ 
alm^t ainQunting to superstition, — he believed it the great 
bulwark of British liberty, — that which brought home to the 
the poorest man in the country, the value of the Britidi 
constitution. . 
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'^ If it WM to be fiiu^>eDded on ordinary events, this prac- 
tice would become a part of the cuttomary Illation of the 
^ovaatary. On all former occasions, whoi the power of arbitrary 
qrr&it and detention was given, there was either foreign war, a 
disputed sueces^n, or a rebcUion existing in the nation. 
The present was merely a conspiracy of fiunin^ acted on by 
malignity, and the circumstance of its bdng confined to the 
lower orders, was, in reality, the greatest argument against 
the measure, for thqr might remain m<mth after month, and 
year after year, in dungecms, without the House knowing 
any thing of it. He knew top well, also^ that in former in- 
stances of susp^ision, men as innocent iu» any in that House;, 
had been long kept in gads.'' Mr. Ponsonby was one of the 
minority of 98, who voted against this measure. He also op- 
posed the <' Seditious Meetings Bill," and voted as well as spoke 
against it 

On March 4, 1817, Hr. Ponsonby brought in a lull, both 
very useful and necessary, to prevent the renewal of certain 
civil and military commissions on the demise of the crown; 
in March he supported his friend Sir John Newport in the 
motion for retrenching the fees of the courts of justice ; and in 
a debate a fow days after, respecting the Welch judges, he 
maintained that the .fimctions of chief justice of Chester, and 
attorney-general were incompatible. The last time this 
gentleman q>pke in the House, was to recommend to His 
Majesty's ministers to alleviate the general distress, as that, 
and that alone, had produced any thing in the shape of tumult 
or disaffection. 

EDs health, however, now began to ]be 8ens9i>ly on the decline^ 
and although his mind, perhaps, had lost s(»newhat of its 
original tone and vigour, yet to the last, his intellects were 
to the fillip as clear and comprehensive as ev^. 

During a succeeding debate in the House of Commons, the 
sul:gect of this, article was sdized with a paralytic affection, which 
proved fiEital, and lingered for a few days, during winch r^ular 
bulletins were publii^ed by theattending physician. 
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Hms died, ottJvly 85 18I7» at htn house in CiuraK)ii SUpeet, 
May&ir, London, the R%lit Hon.G60fge BansOBliy^ tbe ^sttii- 
i^le fefider of the oppositicm against tlie{»«eseiit mminia^^ — 
Like the great Earl of Chathadn^ he perished at his post, hora^ 
be@h strudc with a mortal discnrder, while oceupying his well- 
known seat in St Stephen's Qiapel. But the seizins ifid n€»t 
take place, as in the ease of that great patriot, ^diile. actually 
speaking, for be was then listennig with his accustomed pa- 
tience to the detail of a sul^ect, in which he took no part. 

As a lawyer, while a simple barrister, he was deemed reelect* 
able in point of talents, rather than deep m technical know- 
ledge ; indeed his eariy attachment to the sports of the fSdd, 
Added to his political pursuits at a h^ter period, precluded that 
continuity of research, and those labimous mrestigations which 
are necessary to c<&lebrity : law is a jealous mistress, and will 
not admit of a rival. He possessed all the qualities, however, 
and a.siJ^Gienoy of professicnlal knowledge to rend^ him a 
good Chancellor ; yet time was not given to acquire a name fcr 
himself or perform any thing essential fer his country, in that 
eapadty. 

As a'p<ditici4 leader in Irehuid, he a<^ved the two great 
obJQCts of his earfy amUticm, which were to render a Viceroy, 
trho seems to have exbilnted somewhat of personal hostifity 
against him, unpc^ar; and to drive the rival house of 
Bare^rd from office. In Ei^land he was less fortunate, fbar 
he never could make any sensiMe impression on his* poKlical 
^ismies, and had the mortification to bdicdd a new set ef prin- 
ciples broached, which aimed at the destruction of the i^oenca 
of that distinguiriied portion of the ajpistocracy ov^ whose in- 
terests he fo» a time had presided, to their entire satisfactioii. 
In this capacity, he was praised by hoih sides of the hons^ for 
his dignity, candour, and decorum; but above ell for his mo- 
detadon. Hiere were others, however, who wiidied£nr a bolder 
Jeiider. Some of bis adherents were {leased to call his mo- 
ft^ratimi, tameless ; and when the Minister was attacked on the 
old subjectof patrpniig^ rotten boroughs, See. Mr. Ponsonby was 
blamed by th^n ior having covered, instead <^faitting off the 
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retted of tbe enemy. But t|iey did pot reflect, that this sub- 
j€ct lulled as a two-e^ged sword, and that the fi^ cio^ld not 
bave be^i conquered at this precise moment without wounding 
\as best and dearest friends by the sam^ &tal stroke. 

As a statesman, Mr. Ponsonby Apposed the war i^ith France 
sad the unicm with Irdand, and it has nerer been doubted that 
his opinicms on both occasions were honourable^ conscientious, 
and disinterested. He was also one of that Committee wludi 
unanimously apinroved o£ the report that led to the 8uq>emon 
of the Habeas Ccnpus Bill, but in respect to that nieasure, he 
afierwards'thought prqpa: to retract his vote, and change his 
opinion. 

Mr^ Pimgonby's eloquence :participated of his ch ar acter.-^ 
His address was neat, gentle^ ahd degant His language and 
manners, courtly and polished. He never was assiduous to cul- 
tirate the good-will, or applause of the multitude^ and these* 
fore never spoke^ while in Ei^and, frasn a love <^ popdarity. 
His good taste^ precluded declamation ; his cnratoiy, accord- 
ingly, partook r^kik&r of the simple than the floweiy i and altbo' 
he avoided a figurative diction, he yet arrived at his dbgect by 
a circuitous, ratibter than a direct course. 

Neatness and dmplicity constitute the great features of his 
parUameatary ^eeches ; his language was plain and pcarqpicu* 
ous ; and he avoided those rhetorical 9ourishe9 wUch make no 
lasting impression. He was thus accounted rather solid than 
brilliant. Gifted Ivith a strong understanding, he commanded 
respect for all he uttered ; his aJttack was masterly and scientific, 
rather than bold and daring ; but he chiefly excelled in a rq>ly, 
on which occasion, an extensive and retentive memory, proved 
of eminent service. He loved to speak last* and on that occasioh 
constantly and invariably exhibited his power and his art, in suc- 
cessftilly refuting and expodng the arguments of his adversaries. 
He never took notes ; and yet never missed any opening, in the 
arguments of an opponent; whatever was false he exposed, what- 
ever futile, he ridiculed ; and if he did not alw^ obtain victory 
he generally deserved it Long practice had giv^i him a cer- 
tain tact^ or high degree of technical knowledge^ never to be 
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attained without it f and his great experience proved service- 
able to his party, during many a warm deb^e. It has been 
akeady hinted, that on one memorable occasion he provided a 
bridge for a retreating enemy; but it ought not to be omitted^ 
that he also frequently pointed out a secure asylum for his 
friends, by hovering on the ranks of an adverse army, and cover- 
ing the retreat of his own, when he found it engaged too 
far, for the common safety. 

In respect to his Parliamentary seats, Mr. Ponsonby was 
first returned for a borough, over which his family was sup- 
posed to possess some controul. In the Imperial Parliament, 
he for a time represented Tavistock, having succeeded Lord 
Howick, on his becoming Earl Grey, in consequence of the 
demise of his father. In 1807, he was returned for the county 
of Cork, and previously to obtaining the Chancelk>rship he 
had he&a. knight of the shire for the county of Wicklow, which 
he indeed represented at the time of his demise. ^ 

The corpse of Mr. Ponscmby was interred on July 12, in a 
private manner, without cer^nony or ostentation, at Kensing- 
ton, near London, beside the remains of his brother the first 
Lord Ponsonby. He has not lefl any male issue ;' his only 
daughter, Martha, is the wife of the Hon. Francis- Aldborough 
Prettie, second son of Lord DunaUy, and knight of the shire 
for the county of Tipperary. 
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No. XL 

EYLES IRWIN, Esfi. M. R. I. A. 

Ihis gentleman having been born at Calcutta, about the 
year 1748, is consequently a native of the East, and his life, 
talents, and character, all tend to prove that virtue and abili- 
ties are not to be exactly measured by degrees of longitude and 
latitude, as some philosophy's have pretended. His father, a 
native of Ireland, lived for many years, and actually died at 
last in thie service of the East India Company, leaving several 
children behind him. Of these Eyles had the good fortune 
to be sent to England for his education; and was accordingly 
brought up at the school of the late Dr. Rose, of Chiswick; 
a venerable gentleman, who at that period, possessed a high 
reputation both for his learning and talents. 

In 1767, when about eighteen or nineteen years of age^ 
young Irwin became a candidate for employment in the same 
service as his late father ; and he was accordingly nominated 
in due time^ to a respectable situation at Madras, as a civilian. 
About this period. Lord Pigot, with whose melancholy 
catastrophe every one connected with th6 Ea^t is acquainted, 
happened to be Governor ; and Mr. Irwin, who was patronised 
by him, of course took part with that much injured nobleman, 
who was dispossessed of his power and imprisoned by that 
very military force which ought to have supported him. In 
consequence of his exertions on this occasion, he was soon after 
suspended by those who had usurped the government; and it- 
is sufficiency obvious that suspension^ under such circum- 
stances, is but another name for ruin! 

Inflamed with indignation, and determined to make an im- 
mediate appeal to his employers in Leadenhall-street, while he 
transmitted his complaints, by the usual means, to the Court 
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against the Mdaommedan laW^ to indulge himself with' several 
cups full of rum! 

As appearances were not satisfactory, one of the gentlemen* 
luckily secreted wealth to the amount of about lOOOL by 
means of his servants ; while Ab. Irwin finrnd means to conceal 
about 1002. still left in Venetians and guineas. In addition 
to thiS) he had a ruby ring of considerable value^ and alao a 
gold watch, all of which were carefully placed in an handker- 
diief about his waist; while an European domestic, contrived 
to carry some trinkets and jewds in his sash and turban. 

A variety of petty robberies soon after tock place ; and on 
Migor Hamm<md being requested to ddiver a diamond ring^ 
he prudently substituted a paste one; but for a silver mug no 
spbstitute could be found I Their trunks and packages were 
now examined,, and plunder was ^^ the order of the dajr.'' A 
hosi containing dispatches was mistaken for treasure; and 
tb^ disappointment was extrane when they behekl^ nothing 
but pqiers and sealing wax. 

After being released from their first prison by the Hakeemj 
ox Governor, they were comjucted by him to his own bouse, 
and . tiiere desired to await the arrival of his master, the' 
^uiik Ul Araif in person, or at least until dispatches could be' 
reoQtved from him. Meanwhife'their entertainmait was Jdnd,' 
and their viands excellent; they were also most unexpectedHy 
treated with a serenade^ t^ music of which lasted* until mid- 
night . They were afterwards cheered with the s%ht of about 
thijrty dancing girls, who tripped ^^ on the light fantastic toe," 
to jthe sound of tinkling instruments. Thdr paces were mea- 
sujced, and their gestures animated; and Mr. Irwin,^ afteir 
mentioning the ^^ dandng ^Is df: India," with companiive 
contempt) alludes to females.of the same desoriptiba mentioiied' 
in the Scriptucei^ gravdy adding : <^ These are certainly tiie 
descendants fX the woman of Israel, whose. beanty and 8kMI> 
gladdened the heact of die scqsient king." This appears, tor 
have^beaDL a octemony constandy reaurrcd to on the first vbiUei 
ris^ of the Nile, whidi was now announced. ^^ It. 

5 
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adds be^ ^^ that they todc <H»r house jin th«ir way to th^ niw> 
where they went 4pwn to bathe at that^ l^te hour, gnd jp sbsig 
the praises -of the benevcd^it Power, who yearly dptt&>{|^ 
his waters, to supply the necessities of the n$|jiyfs," 

On the 14th of August, a new Halceem arnved, md the 
EogU^ prisoners now hoped for deliv^aidipe from their Egy^ 
tian bondnge; but they were once mor« diaappoinlied. ^^ He 
was an elderly man, tall, thin, and of mean appearance; distant 
in his behaviour and aqemixigly full q£ his.own consecjoenioe. 
This m^ pofH^bly ai^frcmi the lowness of hia origin, whidi 
is that of an Abyssinian slave. His deportm^ was so cKfr 
^ ferait from that which distinguished his predeeessor in^ office^ 
that we oould not but look on him as ad arrcgant upslnrt ndio 
premised to abuse the fevQur of his lord. He condeso^ided, 
howevi^, to tdl 119 mth a smile, that his master had recoani* 
meeM^ us to his^good offices, and had directed that the strict^ 
est justice should be rendered to us." 

At l^gth, xm Saturday the SOth of August, their adeHvecer 
mack his appearance in the person of the limg-aLpeetad SbnSik, 
whe sailing 6oym th^ Hiit^ accraipaoied by a large fleet of 
bof^ at l^igtib Isoided at his capital. Having summoned^he 
sti^HP^^erjs U> his palace^ they ware seated on the aame carpet 
wi^ himsdf ; and treated witiii coflfee and fruit, among whidi 
they found some.ddicious grapes, and a date surpassing evecy 
tbijog th^ had before tasted. 

<^ "While-we were partaking of this repast," says Mr. Irwin, 
<< I. had leisure to take a fiill view of the Shaikh and cannot 
remt the inclination of introducing a character to the reader 
of ^dtteh I flatt^ myself he will have occasion to be enamonved 
hraeaftar. ImcmAbuAlkfj the great Sbaik of the Arabs ; ftr 
sudi we would render the ShaH: vl Arab-^is a short fat man, 
of about five &et two inches high, and turned, as we learned, 
ef 75. His ejres are grey, and his compl^on very fidr ; but 
what at once gives him a singular and more jrouthfiil look, 
lii* beard which is veiy budiy, is coloured ^ a Inright yellow. 
This«xt^ior may not seem the most promising, and might 
create iKstaste^ if the benevolence that beams from his coun* 
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temuioe, were not ever foi'emost to secure the heart of the be- 
holder. - Neilhcfr can the shrillness of his voice, which is hardi 
and dissonant, destroy the beauty of the sentiments which it 
is sufficiently made use of to convey. 

1 <«; {]^ jg still activiB for a man of his size and age ; and his 
•spirits are so good that, were it not for the ravage that time 
hie made among his teeth, he might pass for a younger many 
by fifty years at least. Except the Vimers of Yambo and 
G^nnah, whom we had found to be villdns by sad experi^ice, 
jWje Iiad hitherto dealt with the dross of the nation. Itwaare- 
seized for this moi^ent for us to meet with the polite gentle- 
inan and the hcmest man, comprised in the person where they 
toiight to be found: -7- in the representative of his peOf^ 
fibppy the subject of a virtuous land who at (Mice possesiev and 
imitates so ntre^im example f But how sunk in the lili}^ ^rf" 
infiuny are the race who wholly deviate from the stttdard of 
rectitude ; and though daily reproached by the life of their 
monardi, are not to be reclaimed by the tone <if imthorilyi or 
the elocution of active virtue." 

From this virtuous and energetic ^Id man, thqr at lei^ 
'Obtained ample justice, and it appears indeed^ that he had tt^ 
tea^aed ta Ghinnah, chi^y for the purpose of redressiiig Adr 
miOBgs and dispatching them in safe^. Some of the<^ilders 
fi0w 8uirere4 the punishment of the bastinado; otheraliad a 
chain placed around their necks ; and all within hi« r^adi, ^ere 
/ibliged to restore the property of which the strangers had 
been cheated and dqmved. He himself appears to have beeh 
proof against temptation, for on their sending him a presait^ 
:by way of acknowledipnent, after the Eastern manners he 
ftttuisied a handsome sabre and {)dr of pistols, which were 
articles of considerable value, and only retained, out of polite* 
ness, an. Indian carpet and palamporey or coverlet of Ikde or 
jaOi value. < As it was dangierous, although pleasant, to' &U 
4oWn the stream of the Nile, he ordered camels to bai^'proi" 
.videdfor their conveyance by land, and being well acquainted 
jwitbthe &ithlessness of his subgects, he took the son of the 
-conduetor, by way^of hostage, for the fidelity !of. the fiuther^ to 
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whom he gave notk^ that he shcnildaniwer ^^ With his head," 
' for the safe^ of the Ehglishmen under his charge. ' 

At l«igth, on the 4th of September, they mounted their 
ODnels, and commenced their journey. across the desarts of 
Thebais. Their route was rendered both more remarkable 
and romantic, by .felling in with a band of robbers, who had 
just plundered a caravan. But in;stead of molestmg our travel* 
lers, they became both guides and protectors, in this unfre- 
quented waste; for after aparleyf they agreed to pursue the 
same course and having once given asoiemn promise, it was 
their constant and unvarying practice to prove &itbful to their 
^ngi^ments, even at the expence of their blood. 

After traveling 333 miles, they arrived at Tinnah, a small 
but pleasant town which is supposed to stand on the site of 
ancient Babylon. It was during this long Journey, and the 
very day, they joined company with a band of Arabian thiev^ 
that Mr. Irwin found time and inclination to attune his lyre 
to harmony, and sing of the dreary scenes, and dangerous 
adventures to which he was now continually subjected. 

ODE TO THE DESART. 

... , , ,1 

Written on a Journey ihroit^ theDesart ofThehaut Sept. 1777. 

'< Thou waste from human sight retir'd. 
By nought esteem'd, invok'd, desir'd ; 
Where stony hill and sterile plain. 
And ever-sullen silence reign. * v 

<< Where nought is seen to cheer the tye, 
But russet earth and sonny sky ; 
Nor tree nor herbage bl^si^ the ground, 
Nor aught to cheri^ life is ftamd. 

<' Save, where the deer, whom fears assail,' 
Shoots suddenly athwart the vale; 
If chance the sound of distant feet 
Approach his lonesome, dark retreat . 



* ** Aid ev€t mwM% ntkncholj reigns." PoPt's EUnta to Abelard. 
fi2 
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<< ! while thjr secrets I exfiatep 
Aad tiBTerse all-ihy regions oVr^ 
The patient camd I beiBtride — 
May no iU hep his stqps betide ! 

'' As on we press the burning 9oiJI» 
And through the winding valley toil, 
fitill lend some hiU's projecting height. 
To shield me from SoPs piercing sight. 

** And should our scrips of water fkil» 
And horrid thirst my lips assail. 
Then, then, thy scanty drops impart. 
To renovate my fainting heart. 

^ Nor to thy toiling son reiiise 
The trufle's leaf, or berry's juice ; 
These stinted products of the waste, 
Luxurious ! let my camel taste« 

^< At noontide heat, and midnight cold. 
Thy vengeful stores of wratii with-hold ; 
Nor bid tiie sudden whirlwind rise. 
To Uaid at oace, hi^s, vales, imd skies 

^< Dread cause too subtle to define. 
Where horror i danger ! ruin join I 
Stop, stop, its pestilential breath. 
That whelms a caravan in death ! ^ 

** But chief, whence lies our daily track, 
O I turn the roving Arab back ; 
Who, ligerJike, infests the Way ; 
And makes the traveHer his pvey. 

** As erst th'e sons of Israel fled 
From Pharaoh's reign and Nilus' bed, 
Here manna fdl by God's commatiwi. 
And water MIowed Moses' wand : 
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A portisii; of his. floods supply ; 
InTite the neighb'ring peasant's toiU 
Tb cultivate thine. aUer'4 soil. 

^^ So be iky wMb with verdure dad» 
And trees adoca eaoh naked head; 
» So in the thirsty vales below, 

Discover'd sprittgB be taugli^ iaflow. 

** SOf teem^pg widi neglected vehi% 
Thy marble pa][ the scu^tor'a pains ;• 
Who emulous of Grecian taste» 
May give an Athens to the waste ! 

** And on thy furthest sandy diore, 
Which hears the Red-sea's billows roar, 
May commerce smile* her sails unfold. 
And change thine iron age to gold I" 

It was on the 19th <^ September, diat they embarked on 
board of a boat, and passing under the stem of an Ottonaii 
fingate^ arrived at Old Cairo.' Aifter dressing then^sehres in 
their best Turkish clothes, they arrive4 a{t the JEi^^ish &Gtor|r, 
and were received with open arp^, by Mr. Bald^wn the Con- 
sul. While engaged Ui thji^. shoi^ ami c^MfftpiPg ^^>g^ Mr. 
Irwin conqxwed the fdlowing verses, addressed to a river, 
which he never ai en t iaa a wkhoot a mingled aentiment of 
veneration and enthv 



ODB TO THE KILE. 

<< Immq^ stream ! whom Atfxi^ l^s 
Throog|\ barren, vW^ ^^ X^di^if mea^f ; 
Now flammg o'^ tf^ Vv^m W4^ 
Now bvifig %ypt'8. cvJjiff'^ laOids j 

'* To n^urk where first thou court'st die gale. 
The poet's stietch of thought m^t fiul: 
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Might heroes shudder to behold 

The wonders whieh thy depths unfolda. 

*^ O ! place me on thy gentle tide, 
J When 6rst it leaves its fountain wide ; 
Till threat-ning^ on the cat'ract'iB, brow^ 
It rushes, to the worlcf below* 

" Here, as the joyless .wild we, trace, 
Where nature shrouds her beauteous face. 
The ostrich — child of want and gloom! 
Dips in the wave his silver, plume. 

«* Now lurkmg on thy 43edgy shores 
^ The crocodile his prey explores 

Hark ! 'tis a virgin's shriek * — thy flp«d 
She sought — to colour with her blood I 

^' No arms the monster can i^al -^ « 

Bounds from his scal^ th* unerring balL 
Lo ! to ayei^e a n^otber's tears. 
The hippopotamus appears ! 



" Now death assumes his grimmest form. 
Thy troubled surface owns the storm ; 
' " " Like warring vessels, on they move 
* *; Theii* mortal rage and force to prove! 

. *i 0\ hasted we from this conflict dire, ^ 
And to thy fairer scenes retire ;. 
Where, swelling o'er thy native strand. 
Thy waters fatten, all the land ; v 

" Where on the vnde expanse are seen 
The tufted grove and island green : 
The minaret that towers above, ' 

The haram — . prison gay of love ! 

* This alludes to a circumstance which happened just before the author came to the 
Nile. The frequent comhats between' the River-horse and the Crocodile, in irhkh the 
former is generally victorioii^y4ure*too wtell known tcneed » 4:000016111. ' 
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«i As pleasure, /commerce, spread the sail, 
A Uiouswid galleys catch the gale : 
Their oars a thousand galleys ply,. 
Whose pomp refulgent strikes the eye. 

" Now bear me down thy western arm, 
Where Delta looks one cultur'd farm ; 
By ruin*d cities, nodding towers, 
And hide me in Rosetta's bowers. 

** Hail shades ! who give such charms to view, 
As ne'er Alcinous* garden knew ; 
While blossoms here their sweets unfold, 
Bow'd is the tree with fruit of gold. 

«« And thou fam'd stream I what tho* no more 
The world's emporium as of yore ; 
Tho* grac'd not with the Roman name, 
Thy realm contending factions claim; 

" A Pharaoh's daughter erst was thine, / 

Whom pity touch'd with cares divine, 
As she the prophet chanc'd to note 
While in his ozier-bark afloat. 

«< Thou knew'st a Cleopatra's reign. 
Who numbered victors in her train ; 
A Julius, led by glory's ray ; 
An Anthony — to love a prey I 

" A Ptolemy of learn'd renown,^ 
And great Sesostrb wore thy crown ; 
Thine, Memphis! crush'd by adverse fates, 
And Thebes —that op'd an hundred gates I 

*t And still rfialt thou our homage keep, 
While sea-girt Pharos awes the deep ; 
While left for ages to admire, - • 

Xhy pyrapaids to heav'n aspire I 
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<< WhUe t>ktfty (Ml thy bAnk» is fouBdt 
To feed thi^ fiuilisfa'd tuttions rouni; 
While Poets stiiVe t6 snog in rtin 
The wonders of thy vernal reigirr • 

Our traveUers appear to have been delighted' with their 
Hew residence, notwithstanding its very tminviting name of 
** 3Sser Ul Kaira^^ or the city of Anguish. But they had 
been so fdundered, and terrified, and teased, and abused at 
Yambo, Cosire, and Ghinnah, that every thing by contrast now 
proved doubly delightful^ To their honour be it recorded, 
also, that amidst the luxuries of the ci^ital of I^ower Egypt, 
they did not forget to show their gratitud)e Id the good Shaik 
Ul Arab, to whom they now transmitted, by their camel- 
drivers, a 'Tutkey-K^arpel^ for the use of his seraglio, and a 
ipiece of purple broad cloth, with satin facings for a vest to 
himself; to thes^ were added, some jars of French fruits, and 
Italian sweetmeacts, together with a few rarities for the ladies. 
These were also accompanied with a complimentary letter. 

On the S^th 6f September, they once more ^nbarked in a 
boat) and proceeded along the river, to the village of Daranie 
on the Delta; but not until they had leamied the joyfid mtel- 
ligehce, that Mr. Whitehall had arrived in a month at Cairo, 
fix>m London, with dispatches containifig orders for the resto- 
ratikm of Lord P^t to the government of Fort St George. 
They now continued their course to Rosetta, and at length, 
arrived at AlexandriiL They immediately visited Pompey's 
pillar, to the top of which, some English sailors had contrived 
to scramble by an ingenious contrivance, about four years 
before^ for the eitpress purpose of drinking a bowl of punch on 
its summit. 

Havmg embarked oh board a French ship, called the Cleo- 
patra, on the ath of Octob^, for Marseilies, they traversed 
the contin^t, aad iad^led safely iti Englaod At the close c^ 
the year 1777, after a journey of eleven montlis firom India# 
The duplicates of their dispatches, had arrived at the India- 
House, long before themselves ; but they had the satisfaction 
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ibberebdivBdwkhkkidiiMi) Md a spieedy redress of- aU griev- 
ances was inmediftlielf pNxniiscfd. 

Mr. Brwiiii, in the coarse off the next year (1778) married 
Mms Brooke. Tbift lady, was nearly related to the odebrated 
Heniy Brooke^ a Batire 'of Ireland, who, after composing a 
poem, ^titled, ** Univers^ Beauty,'' which obtained the' ap- 
pipobtttion of Pope, wrote th^ celebrated tragedy of Gustarus 
Vasa^ and the »cn^ catted ^nhe FodF of Quality," and 
"JMfetGrenville/' 

His suq>ensidn having been taken oiFby order of Ae Court 
of Directors, and he himself restoredto his fbrmer station in the 
service of the East India Company, Mr. Irwin now determined 
to return toA^a. Equally mufismayed and undeterred by the 
imseries and mishaps which had attended him during his 
farm^ perilous joumey, he actually set out again on a similar 
one in 1780. His experience, however, proved eminendy 
serviceable to him, on the present occasion, and his route over 
land was iar more fortunate, as well as ^qpeditious now tfiail 
b^re. 

On his arrival at Madras, a new and most distressfid scene 
ptfesented itself. When he left India, the Company's servants 
were divided among themsdves, and many flagrant instances 
of inmibor^nation had actuaHy taken place; but now, the 
vcty existence of its dominions was threatened and insult 
superadded to misfortune. A 8i:^)erior French fleet, under the 
BailU de Suffi'ein, more than once threatened the Company^ 
settteaaent^ and the drawn battles of Admiral ^Sir Edward 
Hughes^ conferred but little security on their maritime domi- 
nicme. In addition to this, Hyder AUy had over-run the Car- 
natk, and his light troops oecanonally advanced to tixe very 
walla of Fc»t 1^ George^ wUlethe finances of the Englii^ in 
that quarter of the world, as wdD as dteir energy, seemed to be 
pardys^ed. On thia occasion, the knowledge, integrity, and 
idMBtiiei ^ Mr. Inrin proved peculiiu*ly s^rvicedble^ and he 
was employed more than once on misuona of no Utde conse- 
cjpteftcototlieprOfipOTlyc^ the Company, which, byadtspby 
of its resources^ coupled with many singular instances of good 
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IHTorefiur more pow0rfid and flouriahiiigt^nb^:>re. . . 

The late I^Msd Macartniey, who was no bad judge, of the 
htnoan chiurftor, now invoked the aid wd semooi <^ Mr* 
Irwin; M4tn ccmsequence of this selection^ he was nomnwled 
a ipaolMr of the committee " for the management 61 the terri- 
lorjr and revenues of the Camadc" This noUeman afterwards 
^DD|dayed him in a situation of peculiar delicacy and import- 
ance : this was the superintendance and administration of the 
provincesof linnlvelly and Madnrah* To his lot, also, fell the 
Bcce3sary but arduous task of conciliating the Polygar chie&» 
with, whom he accordingly entered into direct and immediate 
negotiations, for the purpose pf keeping the dfitricts now 
under his management in a state of quiet and security. Wilh^ 
out this, it was impossible either to govern the country, raise 
crops, obtain rents, or levy taxes. The ndghbouring Pdy- 
f^ were, before this period^ a kind of free-booters, who de* 
^cended on the peaceable inhabitants of the plains, and 
swept away the fruits of their labours. When the country ap- 
pertained to the Nabob, they were constantly in arms; and 
such: w^re the oppressive exactions of his Highness's servants 
and managers, that they were rather encouraged than, deterred, 
during the existence of his government But the oeded. dis* 
tricts were now managed with ability as well a& justice; -imd 
an ^rmed force was prepared, ready to march at a mom^it's 
notice, ^in-order to punish all infractions. But it was . sddom 
that Mr. Irwin, had occasion to recur to military coerdon ; 
for the system regularly adopted by him was both liberal and 
lenient : ^and, accordingly, he soon won the esteem and oorA- 
dence of the natives, by his unvarying integrity aild good. con- 
duct. According to the very flattering report (^the committee 
of enquiry, . ^^ no force was required in this district to oveianr e 
the Polygars; and their confidence in the Company's justice, was 
such, ^thaJt a single message drew the most powerfid of them 
from ,their woods, to pay their t^bute, or give any other.{»oof 
of.obedieu^ that was demanded : they protected.the prcqmr^ 
of the government and of the bosbaadman, paid &6 stipulated 
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tribute^ witli the greatest part of tkwr^faced bakndes^ ,and in 
less tbaii two years : the Con^Morir. bad received .yearly half 
the amount of the nabob's cdlectioii> in eighteen/' 

Some (Ganges having taken (dace in. the management of these 
districts, Mr. Irwin returned to Europe in. 1785, and:aftet^ 
reposing himself for a time in the bosom of his family^ he re- 
curred onDeknoreto^ his literary pursuits, and pyubUslied several 
of his compositions, both in prose and Terse. TheCoiHt iif JX*. 
rectors, in testimony of his services, voted him a handsmn^ ssm 
of money, by way of indemnificaticmfor the aeiriceshe hadpef^ 
formed, and the losses he had sust^ned, and' in 1792, he;fras 
appointed with some other respectable geutlanen, to sup^in- 
tend the Company's affairs in China. He returned in 1 794, and 
having now obtaihed an honourable independence, aspired soon 
after to be a director himself; but without that jsuccess to 
which his merits and knowledge so fully entitled him. Thk 
doubtless proceeded from the amiable simplicity of has dia* 
racter : for no one was ever less embued with diat fittle can* 
ning, usually dignified with the appellation o£ ^ n knowledge 
of the world." He now pass^ his tiine in retirement, de« 
vexing himself to the social convene <yf a few persons whom he 
esteemed* His leisure hours were, as formerly, occasicmally 
devoted to the Muses, and he, at length, expired at CIifton» on 
October 14, I8I79 leaving behind him the character of a man^ 
so uniformly good and amiable, *^ that he never lost a friend, 
and never made an enemy." Mr. Irwin was a member of the 
Rpyallrish Academy; and although not born in the sister, 
kingdom, he always exhibited a strong attachment to the soil 
of his forefathers. 

List of the Works of Eyles Irwith Esq. 

!• St. Thomas's Mount, a Poem, 4to. 1771. 

2. Bedukah, an Indian Pastoral, 4to. 1 776. 

3. Adventures during a Voyage up the Red Sea, and a Jour- 
ney across the Desart, 1 vol. 8vo. 1780. 

4. Eastern Eclogues, 4to. 178(i. 
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5* Episde ta Mr. Ibjhfj 4(o. ITSS. 
61 Ocfe on tbe Death of %der Ally, 4to. 178i» 
7* Trinmpb of loooocnoe^ an Ode^ 4to. 1796. 
«. Kiqiiivy mto die ftasabiU^ c^ Biionapitie^s Expedilimi to 
ABEmt^Sm. 1796. 

9. BuonafMUcte in Egypt, Svo, 17M. 

10. VStm, an Aegy cm A^ Victory (^ Admiral Ndhmi, 
4tOb 17W. 

11^ Tliefi9iffeof theFrencti^ Cnisade^ 9vei 1799. 
12. The Bedoi^K, 13mo^ 1802. 
15. Ode to Iberia, 4to. 1806. 
14. Elegy <m the Fall of Saregessa, 4to. 1808. 
1S> Nai^ecm, or the Vanity of humiA wishes,^ i part^ 4to. 
i«14. 
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Her Royal Highness 
The Princess charlotte oiP WAXES, 

DAUGHTER OF HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCE REGENT, AMD 
CONSORT OF HIS SERENE H1GHNES8> THE PRINCE OF SAXE-COBOURQ. 

l^E Princess Charlotte- Caroline- Augusta, was the only 
child of his Royal Highniess George- Augustus- Frederick, 
Prince of Wales, by Caroline- Aiadtm- Elizabeth, second 
daughter of die late Duke of Brunswick, whose mother, 
Augusta, was eldest sister of his present Majesty George III. 
Her Royal Highness was bom at Carlton-Hofus^ on the 
7th day of January 1796, precisel{r nine months after the 
solemnization of the jnuptials between her august parents, who 
were first cousins. The birth as usual in such cases, was 
accompanied by an extraordinary d^ee of publicity; for 
there were present on that ocoasiea, the sole surriving brother 
of his present Majesty ♦, the late Archbishop of Canterbury ; 

^ Hit Royal Hlghnesi the late Duke of Gloucester. 
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238 PRINCESS CHARLOTTE OF WALES. 

the Lord Chancellor, and all the great officers of stat^ as 
well as the most distinguished persons pf the Prince's own 
household. -The ladies of the Princess of Wales's bed-cham- 
ber, also assisted on this memorable and joyful event. 

For a considerable period of her infancy, this Royal CSiild 
was reared under the care and tuition of her mother, who then 
occasionally resided in the vicinity of Greenwich.* The pious 
and learned Dr. Porteus, late^Bishop of London, who appears 
to have paid a visit to the Princess of Wales, and conversed 
fiuniliarly with her daughter when only five years and seven 
months old, not only found her mind imbued with the prin- 
ciples of religion, but discovered a tenacity of memory, and a 
promise of future excellence, that greatly delighted the worthy 
prelate.f He has indeed left his seotfments on this subject on 
record ; and it is no smsll degree of praise, thus early to have 
arrested the attention and^lbtained the secret praises of so emi- 
nent a man. 

The health of her Royal Highness, however, was not at 
this period inch as could have been wished. But great, and 
almofHBit«ntaneous relief was expected, and readily dbtain- 
ed ftom the salutary effects of invigorating sea-breezes. * Ac- 
cordingly, a removal for a few weeks to South-End, was now 
deemed necessary; but Bognor first, and Weymouth after- 

} ■ 

*AlShrewsbiu7-House> BUckheath.' 

,'f « Yeiterdayy the 6th of Aaguit, 1601, 1 passed a Tery pleasant day at Shrewdraiy- 
Houae, near Shooter's Hill, the residence of the Princess Charlotte of Wales, l^daj 
was.Sne, the prospect extenslte and beautiful^ taking in a large reach of the ThaiBCs» 
which wt« covered with vessels of various sizes and descriptions. 

^* Wp saw ft good deal of the young Princess ; she is 'a most captivating and engagiag 
child ; and considering the high station she may hereafter fill^ a most ioterestingy' and 
important one. She repeated to me several of her hymns with great correctness and 
'l^iopiiety ; and being told, when she went to South-End, in Essex, (as she afterwards 
did for the benefit of sea-bathing,} she would then be in my diocese, she fell down 'on 
her kneesy and begged my blessing. I gav,e it her with all my heart, and with ngf 
earnest secret prajers to God, that she might adorn her illustrious station with every 
Christian grace ; and that if ever she became the Queen of this truly great and ^Ibrioas 
country, she might be the means of diffusing virtue^ piety, and happineaa, thronglh 
every part of her dominions !'* 

Extract from the Journal of the late Bishop of L(OQdo9> pubUbcd after hit lordship's 
demise. 
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#ardiy became the. i^ttces selected for her residence, ,vrhea a 
recmrraice wm bad to «alt-water for relie£ ' - 

At a proper age^ the Princess Charlotte was removed from 
the imrsety, and placed, by h^ Royal Grand&ther,- under the 
«iiperkitendence of a very worthy and pious CountesQ^ who 
iicl^d lor some years as Gouvemante, Notwithstanding a cer- 
tam spj^igfatliivess, which is but seldom accompanied .with ap- 
{dication, her Royal Highness not only exhibited an early 
|m»nise of talents ; but was* actually prevailed upon to dedicate 
« large portion of her time to studies of various kinds. These 
. were at first superintended by females ; but as maturity ap- 
proached, we find the following members of her establishment 
placed in succession about the person of this amiable and dis- 
tinguished princess, who firom the moment of her birtfi,: had 
been constantly looked up to, with eventful e^es, both as the 
hope of a nation, and the heir to its throne. 

Xist of those employed in the education ^ her Bqyal J^hnts^, 
the Prince CharU^tejfrom her tender yearsy until the epo^ of 
nutrriage. 

Countess of Elgijj. - - / 

Miss Garth. . 
Lady De Clifford. 
Mrs, Udney. 

^Miss Gale. , ; ..: r 

Dr. Fisher, first Lord Bishop of Exeteri and aft^wards 
of Salisbury. ... 

Rev. Dr. Nott. 
Rev. DJ". Short. 
The. Duchess of Leeds. / 

Rev. A. Sterky. . 

Mrs. Lewis. 
Mrs. Campbell. 
The Misses Coates. 

It is eminently disagreieaUe even in private life, to. recur to 

, iamily dissensioois ; and it would be both pmnfnl and inddicate 

to detail any of the difierences that may have occurred^among 
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the most augint perfonages in the empire. It is suflBdcnt 
therefore to state, that unhappily such aotualfy did eoDSt, «n4 
were preductiye of the most distressing ^results to qll partMs. 

The Pnncess of Wales had preHded, bolhxyter dM bAMUsy 
and riper years of a beloved daughter, who, on the vetveat of 
Lady E3^i, was confided to the superintendence of Sc^dua» 
T)owager Baroness de Clifford, ia personage not a litdeattadiad 
to, and greatly beloved by, the distinguished female^ under her 
' immedhite care. A limited, although uninterrupted interoomrs^ 
wtea still suffered to take place between Warwick-House and 
ConnaUglrt-Place, even after her Royal Highness had obtained 
a separate establishment. But this was not &ted loi^ to 
^idure. 

inJ^14, when the Princess Charlotte had attained the mature 
age c( eighteen, her birth-day was celebrated with a ccmaidcp- 
able degree of spleni^mr ; and her Royal Highness received the 
compliments of the nobility and gentry for the first time. On 
this ^Qoeasion a visit was permitted to her royal mother, who 
deseenkd to the door and embraced her daughter, with the 
most cordial affection. 

On the 12th of July, 1814, all the household of the Princess 
Charlotte was sudd^y and unexpectedly dismissed, and her 
person confided for a short period to the Dowager Countess of 
Rosslyn, and the Countess of Ilchesten Her Royal 'Highness 
at the same time reodked intimation, that she was to remove 
to Onmboume-l/Klge^ and diere to remain, under the sole 
superintendence of certain ladies, without whose acquiescence 
neither letters nor visits were to be received. 

On this, the young Princess, actuated by a sudden movement 
of filial affection, instandy repaired, unknown to^ imd unac- 
companied by anyone^ to Connaught>-Place, in order to dis- 
close her sorrows : but having been disappointed in h&r hopes 
of seeing her mother, who h^pened t6 be AsmU she was at 
length persuaded to return to Carlton- House, whither die was 
accoo^panied by her Unde the Duke of York. 

Soon $fter this the Prmcess of Wales (August 9, 1814,) re- 
paired to the CMthient, tmd has smce settled in Italy. Mean- 
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wUle the daughter resided, as before stated, in the vicini^ of 
Wiadsor ; and the next anniversary of her birth day, at which 
period she had cmnpleted her nineteenth year, was observed at 
the Castle, with great splendour. The entertainment concluded 
with a gTBiidJ'etej not only to all the branches of the royal 
&jixily, hut also to several of the nobility, at Frogmore. 

On May 18th, 1815, her Royal Highness was presented at 
Court, for the first time. Nearly about the same time, this 
amiable female received the addresses of the young Prince of 
Orange, whose family had sought and obtained refuge here 
after their expulsion from Holland. His Majesty had taken 
an early and a lively interest in the fate of this youth, who was 
grandson to the late Stadtholder. Under the royal auspices,, 
he had been sent to Oxford, and was always deemed the in- 
tended husband of the future Queen of England. But her 
Royal Highness, from the very first, declined this match, and 
with due prudence, sheltered *her objections under the most x 
decorous pretexts which filial duty could wish for, or an affeo^ 
tion to her fiiture subjects suggest. His Royal Highness, after 
the battle of WatMoo, which conferred a diadem on his father^ 
returned to this country, to renew his suit ; but without success. 
Another lover was the object of her choice. This proved to 
be Prince Leopold, the third brother of the reigning Duke of 
Cobourg, who constitutes the head of a younger branch of the 
family of the king of Saxony. On taking leave of the unfor- 
tunate and gallant Duke of Brunswick-Oels, for the purpose 
of visiting England, his Serene Highness, whose mother was 
nearly related to the Royal Family of England, presented him 
with letters of introduction ; accordingly, during the memorable 
summer of 1814, he was presented at Court. His Highness 
had fought gallantly in the Austrian army during the recent 
continental war, and although he possessed no very high rank 
in the service of the Emperor, yet he found means to n^e 
himself distinguished, on more^than one occasion, by his bra- 
very. This young Germ^, in consequence of his amiable 
qualities, at length attracted the notice of the Princess Char- 
lotte, who could not be infusible either to his many ^personal 
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as well as mental accomplishments. After several interviews 
both at Buckingham and Warwick-House, the young Pflnce 
return^ to the continent ; tut he renewed his visit in the be- 
ginning of the year 1816. ^ ' 
^ As the consent of the Prince Regent had now been ob- 
tain^, and every thing was fully arranged, after the usual 
prefatory ceremonies, the Great Seal of England was affixed 
by order 6f John Lord Eldon, High Chancellor, to the instru- 
ipent authorising the marriage; which took place May 2d, 
1816, in the great crimson room, at Carlton House. The 
ceremony was performed by his Grace the Archbishop cf ' 
Canterbury, in the presence of her Majesty, thfe Prince Regent, 
the Dukes of York, Clarence, and Kent, &c. &c. Two days 
after, his royal father-in-law was pleased to appoint his 
Serene Highness Leopold-George^Frederick Prince of Saxe- 
Cdbourg, of Saahield, a General in the British army, 
- The parliament soon after testified its liberality by a suit- 
able pirdvision of 50,000/s per annum, during their joint live% 
and the life of the survivor; to which was added a separate 
income of 10,000/. additional, for the Princess Charlotte, by 
way of pin-money, while 60,000/. were advanced for plate^ 
and equipages, as well as to render Claremont, now purchased 
fiir- their residence, worthy of its illustrious owners. In a 
matrimonial connection, such as this, where two hearts beat 
in unison together, and no base or sordid calculations were 
allowed to intervene, the hours passed rapidly and pleasantly 
away. At length, to the great joy of the nation, her Royal 
Highness was declared to be pregnant, and fourteen millions 
of people were now on the tip-toe of expectation. All were 
prepared to burst forth into a delirium of joy on healing the 
news of a happy accouchement. Sir Richard Crofts, the son- 
in-law, and pupil of the celebrated Dr. Denmart, was selected 
fo preside on this occasion. Dr. Baillie, his brother-in-law, 
>had also instructions to be in attendance; and the assistance 
of Dr. John Sims was invoked at a later period. 
' The moment that her Royal Highness found herself seri- 
ou% indikposed, the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Bishop 
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of'Loddon^ the Lord Chuicellor, and all the great officers of 
state, as is usual on these occasions, assembled at Claremcmt. 
• The two first bulletins, were of a favourable, although not 
of' a very decisive nature; but the third, dated ^^ Claremont^ 
November ^,10 o'clock, p.m. announced the melancholy in- 
telligence of the birth of a still-bom male child ;" to* which* 
however, was added the consolatory sentence, <^ that Her 
Royal Highness is dmng extrconely well." But, alas<l her 
Royal Highness was suddenly seized with spasms, and aiW 
a. severe struggle, died in the arms of Mrs. Lewis, who 
had been an attendant on her person from childhood. The 
following official letter from the Secretary of State^ soon dis^ 
closed the fatal intelligence^ this was almost instantaneously 
^ diffiised over the whole metropolis, the inhalntants of whioh^. 
now converted their expected gratulations, into bitter tears. 

<< To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, 

. « Whitehall, November 6.. 
" My Lord, ; 6 o'clock, a* m.^ 

<* It is with liie deepest sorrow, that I inform your 
Lordship, that Her Royal Highness, the. Princess Charlotte, 
expired this morning, at half-past two o'clock. 

"I have the honour to be, &c. &c &c 

" SinMOUTB.'* 

This most melancholy, and alarming catastrophe, was im- 
mediately promulged to the whole nation, by the London 
Gazette Extraordinary, published in the course of the same 
day ; while the solemn tolling of the great bell of St. Paul's, 
had before announced the mournfiil and distressing tidings 
to the whole metropolis and its immediate vicinity. 

Thus prematurely demised, in the arms of one of her 
attendants *, in the bloom of life, and the full enjoyment 
of all the consolations that can be derived from rank, for- 
tune, and grandeur, the Princess Charlotte- Augusta, daughter 
of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, and consort of his 

• Mrs. Lewtt. ■ ' . " 
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Ill respect to religion, her Royal Highness unts educatied in 
the principles of the Church of Ikigland, to which she always 
professed a decided attachm^it. Had it pleased Prorkknce 
that this interesting Princess had lived to ascend the thrcme, 
like h^ ancestors, she would have doubtless 'supported it; 
without forgetting, however, the protection due, not only to aU 
odier Protestant, but even to all Catholic institutions within 
^ the pale of the empire. 

Her Royal Highness, like her venerable Graiidfather, con- 
:8tuitly felt and exhibited the most lively interest in the difia« 
sion o{ human knowledge. His Majesty was pleased frequ^itly 
to express a hope, *< that he might live long enough to learn 
that every one within his dominions could read the BiUe !'' 
, Tins has been nearly realised during the lattar part of his reign ; 
and his fnost amiable grand-daughter contributed with the ut- 
most zeal, to accomplish his most gracious and benignant 
wishes. Every one within the range* of her daily excursions, 
was provided with this book ; and it was always, accompanied 
with obvious and suitable admonitions. 

Not limiting her exertions: to this point, our august Princess 
endowed schocds, and afterwards superintended theit progress: 
withoirt this, all the rest is but a waste of wealth ! Her boun- 
ty: was also extended to charitable establishments, already in 
eadsteoce : for during the last r%orbus winter, she was pleas^ 
to render the situation 6f many young females more comfort- 
able^ by means of cloaks, or mantles, of the warmest and plain- 
est materials ; and that they might not suppose any degradation 
annexed to such a present, her Royal Highness condescended 
. to wear one of theifi herself I 

This amiableness of character and disposition extended to 
the Ipwest objects ; but her goodn^ was not unmingled with 
discretion. She loved cleanliness j and the very appearance qi 
it, was aureto attract a pr^nt of clothes, on the part <^ the 
poor and distressed. Thus every cottage in the vicinity was 
visited ; hunger was banished from h^ domain ; the tears of 
tthe-OTphan were dried up ; while the sighs of the widow were 
not h<i»rd in vain 1^ 
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On. all these occasionsy the use of potopous; tides were jnterr 
dieted ; yet the strange an4. incongrydiud appellations .excited 
by gratitude were heard with a jsmile; while the wants, aiwJ the 
prayers of helpless infancy and debilitating age were alone at- 
tended to. . ,u 
- Evai in her rebukes, the illustrious ^ Charlotte jexhjbited an 
originality of character. She once replaim^ an at|en4apt 
who never was punctual by the present of a watch ; an4 .was 
thus gracious, even in. her reprehensions. 

(X a princess so endeared, not only to a whole cpnnty, :but 
a whole nation, happily some precious memorials still ]:e]XMMDi.. 
Her Royal H^hness's portrait was painted with great fiddity 
and eflFect by Sir TTicmifts Lawrence, R. A.. The fir^t boJ* 
was by the late Mr. Bacon. Another was nioulded, qq h&c 
.marriage, and then, cut in marble by the plastic hand, and 
skilful chisel of Tornerelli; a third has been sinc^ completed 
under the eye of Mr^ Hardenberg, a German; while se^r^^ 
excellent miniatures, by Daw, are treasured up in the cahim^ 
of his Serene Highness, her mournftil husband. . ThojL.S&ad, 
jupi^ble, and accomplished Prince, has Ordered h^r apar^ent 
,tp .be preserved eiciactly in the same state as it. was lj^ft^/j(ii^ 
. coQipiei^cement pf the last fatal illness^ He ha$ also visited, b^ 
tomb ; and while at Claremont, he daily repairs to her ^e^ 
ing-^room, where he recognise, as so many precipus rel^ 
every thing that can remind him of happier and more prosper- 
ous days.^ 1 . . , 

We sh^ll conclude this mournful article by a qiiotation :ftom 
the very appropriate text of one of the many public; expres- 
sions of grief on the demise pf a prii|CQss,.who is here d^efij 
and most sincerely lamestted: *^ Qn.accpnnt of her Bojivl 
Highness's talents aiid acquir^iaents ; her. attachmaDit..to:tlie 
principle^ of true fireodprn* civil and re%ious, which have con^ 
Stated the basis of our country's felicity and glory :.. the cotin- 
tenance which her public conduct and domestic virtues afforded 
40 the interests of good morals, and. the exercises of piety, and 
devotion; while from her ^nniileous and condescending man* 
ners we were Jed to anticipate, in common wit^ the country at 
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lirge^ extensive blessings to the community under ^her rule, if 
rile had lived to fiU the throne of this united kingdom* 

<< But as thf Almighty has been pleased, in the courae of 
his providence, to disappoint our sanguine hopes, by removing 
her, we trust, to a better world, we bow in humble submission 
beneath his chastening rod, and pray that the Universal Sove- 
re^n will cause good to arise out of the national affliction ; 
and th$t He may still continue to be a wall of fire round 
about, and the glory, in the midst of our land." 

No one member, either of .the present or any former royal 
fkmiiy, was ever so long, so general]y» and so deeply kmeited. 
Prince Arthur and King Edward VI. both died at a tender 
nge^^and were doubtless mourned by their contemporaries; 
tfa^ "Aurora of a day glorious to England^ seemed to open wiA 
the dawning vii;tues of Henry, eldest son of James I., and the 
death of the Duke of Gloucester, sole surviving child c^Queefi 
Anne^ by excluding the Stuart line and introdudng that i^the 
iilustrk>us sovereign of Hanovei*, affor(}ed no small consolatioii 
ttoaidst the afflictions of the nation. 

But when the morning star of the House of Brunswick be- 
came eclipsed for ever, the dynasty itself seemed ready to be 
eoitinguished ; a whole nation Mt the shock, not as an event 
to ^^ch roy^^ itself is incident ; but were lost and bewildered 
in wonder first, and then in horror, as if visited by some great 
convulsion of nature. 

At length, when no longer astounded with terror and sur- 
prise, the strikiq^ and infrequent example was beheld, of a 
whole' people voluntarily clad in black and difflised in tears. 
So great indeed, and so general was the moral efStct of this 
qrmpathy, that it proved at once contagious and &tal : for tte 
sudden commtmictktion of her B^oyal Highness-s premature 
and lamented &te p^roduced a similar catastrophe on the part 
cf many a delicate female who also became in n^id succeesi<Ni, 
both a mother and a corpse ! 

The remains of her Royal Highness were deposited in a 
mahogany coffip^ hned and trimmed with wbke satin; the 



Digitized by 



Google 



PRINGBSS CHARL01*Tfi OP WALES/ ^l) 

bolster and pillow, bding covered with the same ; the plate, 
which was of sflveir gik, bore the following inscription : 

Dep^fliUiin 
IliustnBsims Principissae Chaelottjb 

AUGUaTiE 

lUustrissiini Priacipb GEORGit AvQVtri 

FllSDEEICI 

Principis Wallise, Britamiianim Regentis 

Fil]« unice, 

Consortisqtie Serenissimi Principis 

LBOFOL0I Georgii Frederici 

Ducis Saxonise, Marchionis Misnie, 

Landg^avii Hiuringis, Principis Coburgi 

Saalfeldensis, Exercituum Regis 

Marescalli, Majestati Regie a 

« SaBCtiorU)us Cbnsiliis, Ordinis Pericelidis 

\ et Honoradssimi Ordims Militaris 

de Balneo Equitis : 

Obiit 6ta die Novembris anno Domini 

M.DCCCXVII. ^tatis siuB XXIL 

The body of the in&nt was embalmed in the same manner 
as that of the Princess, and placed in a separate coflSn. 

I 

The /allowing was the Order of Procession r 

Naval Knights of Windsor, in full dress uniform. 

Poor Knights of Windsor, in mantles and gowns. 

, Pages of the Prince Leopold. 

Pages of the Royal Family. 

Pages of the Prince Regent. 

Pages of their Majesties. 

Solicitor to her late Royal Highness. 

Comptroller of the Household of her late Royal Highness. 

Apothecaries of her late Royal Highness. 

Surgeons of her late Royal Highness. 

The Curates and Rectors of the parishes of Esher and Windsor. 

Physicians who attended her late Royal Highness. 
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Chaplains to bis Serene Highness. 
Equerry to her late Royal Highness. 
Equerries of the Royal Family. 
Equerries of the Prince Regent. 
Ouarter-Master-Genieral. Adjutant-General. 

Officers of the Duchy of CornwalL 
ChjEubberlain to the Great Steward of Scotland. 
Grooms of the Bed-chamber to the Prince Regent. 
Pursuivants of Arms. 
Comptroller of the -j r Treasurer of the 

Prince Regent's Household, j | Prince Regent's Household. 

Master of the Prince Regent's Household. 
Heralds at Arms. 
Privy Purse and Private Secretary to the Prince Regent. 
Lords of the Prince Regent's Bedchamber. 
Norroy King of Arms. 
The Bishop of Exeter. The Bishop of Salisbury. 

The Bishop of London. 
The Ministers of Hanover and Saxony, Count Munster and 
Baron de Just. 
The Deputy Eari Marshal. 
His Majesty *s Ministers. 
The Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Choir of Windsor. 
Six Minor Canons. 
Prebendaries of Windsor. 
Dean of Windsor, Hon. and Rev. Henry Lewis Hobart, D.D. 
Captain of the Yeomen of the Guard. 
TheGroomof |he rThe Lord Steward of his 1 The King's Master 
Stole. t Majesty's Household. J of the Horse. 

Clarenceux King of Arms. 
^The Coronet of her late n 
Royal Highness, borne I 
upon a black velvet > Gentlemen Ushcn. 
cushion by Colonel I 
^ Addenbroke. -^ 

r Garter Principal King of "l 
Gentleman Usher, i Arms, bearing his f Gentleman U^r. 

V Scp.nf-.rp. J 



Gentlemen Ushers.'' 



Scqptre. 
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Secretary to the f The Lord Chamberlain of) TTie 

Lord Chamberlain, (.his Majesty's Household. 3 Vice -Chamberlain^ 



Supporters of the Pdl, 
Lady Boston, 
Lady Grenville. 



Cbe (2i:offi[n 



Supporters of the Pall, 
( Lady Arden, 
Lady Eltonborough. 



Covered with a black velvet Pall> adorned with eight escutcheons of 

her Royal Highness's Arms, and carried by eight Yeomen of 

the Guard, under a canopy of black velvet, borne by eight 

Gentlemen Ushers. 



THE CHIEF MOURNER, 



His R. H. the 

Duke of Clarence. , __. _, -_. , 

, , ,1 His Serene Highness 
m a long black | 



^i> I 



cloak, his train I 
borne by two / 
, Gentlemen of his 
Royal Highness's 
Household. 



PRINCE LEOPOLD, 

in a long black cloak, 

his train borne by 

Baron de Hardenbrock and 

Sir Robert Gardiner. 



r HisR.H.the 
Duke of.York, 
in a long black 
cloak, his train 
borne by two 
Gentlemen of 
his R. H.'s 
Household. 



Princes of the Blood Royal, their trains borne by two Gentlemen 

of their Households. 

Ladies of the Bedchamber to her late Royal Highness. 

Women of the Bedchamber to her late Royal Highness. 

jHis Majesty's Establishment at Windsor. 

Her Majesty's Establishment at Windsor. 

Ladies Attendants on their Royal Highnesses the Prince&ises. 

Attendants on her late Royal Highness the Princess Charlotte. 

Attend^ts on her Majesty and the Princesses. 
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FRANCIS HORNER, Esq. M. P. , 

1 Biographical sketches of two celebrated legal and politi- 
cal characters, who have left this frail and transitory scene of 
existence, we have now to add a third. The former died at a 
mature age, in full possession of a splendid reputation, and long 
after they had attained high professional honours : for the Right 
Hon. George Ponsonby had been seated on the woolsack ; and 
the Right Hon. John Philpot Curran, had also worn the 
ermine ; but the subject of the present memoir was cut ofifi when 
he had but just attained manhood, and without being able to 
realise those hopes, which had been formed from his early 
talents and his numerous virtues. 

Francis Homer, of whom we are now about to treat, was 
bom in Edinburgh, August 12, 1778. He could not, like the 
first of these two great men, boast either of wealthy relatives or 
high family connexions ; he of course disclaimed those adven- 
titious advantages of birth and fortune, on which the world ge- 
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nerally sets sa high a value ; and, like the second of the cha- 
imctars just alluded to, built a firm and solid foundation on his 
taients and his eloquence. Thus, become like him, the Wchi- 
tect of his own fortune, he also erected a noble superstructure, 
from the completion of which he was alone prevented by an 
untimely death. 

The &ther of Mr. Horner was an eminent linen-maaufac- 
turer of Edinburgh, who determined to give him the best edu- 
cation tluit could be obtained in his native country. His sou 
was accordingly brought up at the High School, where it was 
soon discovered that not only his intellectual powers, but his 
application to his labours were superior to those of iris class* 
fellows.* He accordingly became an early &vourite with, and 
a distinguished pupil of the late Dr. Adam, who then presided 
there ; and a memoir of the life of that gentleman, who has 
been considered as a second Busby, was dedicated to him, by 
one of lys school-fellows, at a time when the Public waa but 
little aware of the extent of his genius.f 

* Mr. Horner obtained at an early period the rank of Dux, amonf; his icliool-ftllot^s, 
although Mr. Broagham and the present Lord Advocate of Scotland^ were hb contem- 
poraries. And he constantly retained that distinguished station, in spite of all coinpe- 
tition. Dr. Adam, the Rector, was accustomed to observe, that " Francis Homer was 
the only boy he ever knew who had an old head upon young shoulders T* 

^ He was never known to join in the field sports or recreations of any of the boys ; and 
he kept his station at school by his own industry and talents alone ; which enabled him to 
excel those who had private tutors to direct their studies. It has been thought by sont^ 
of hia medical friends, that these early propensities, and constant application, dortng hit 
** boyish days,'* contributed but too much to sow the seeds of that pulmonary diseaae, 
w)iich assailed his youth, overwhelmed his manhood, and at length led to an untimely 
grave. 

t To Francis Horner, Esft. M. P. 

In the 

Belief that to him, 

Of all the PVPiLS of Dr. Adam, 

A Tribute of Regard, 

to. the 

Memory of that venerable Man, may with most propriety 

Be Dedicated ; 

' Tliis Memoir is Inscribed, 

. as a 

Very humble Te.<ttiroony 

of the 

Author's 

Onfeigned Respect and Estefm. 
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When removed to the CoU^e of Edkibargh, ia like mainvr 
be attracted the notice of the cdebrated Dugaid Stewart, theo 
one of it8 professors, and as he abeady aimed ajt a puldic sta^ 
tion, Mr. Homer soon became a member of the f SpeculatiTe 
Society, «id there can be but little douht, that this most ex- 
cellent institution contributed not a little to form his- mind 
BXkd excite his ambition. Possessing a wbh to excel, here he 
was taught to marshal his thoughts in due order ; to select and 
arrange both authorities and arguments ; to digest facts ; to 
compose memoirs; and above all, to a great facility in his 
elocution, to superadd that ccmfidence in his growing pow^rsj 
whidi the habit of addressing an audience can- akme c<mi- 
municate. 

It so happened at this ^riod, that Lord Henry Petty, the 
second son of the first Marquis of Lansdown, had repaired- to 
Edinburgh for the purpose of completing his education, at one 
of the northern universities; and Lord Ashburton, as;well as 
Lord Fitzharris, were sent thither at the same time and for 
the same purpose. Lord Henry happened to reside in the 
.house of the celebrated professor already alluded to; and 
it was impossible to be long there without seeing young. Hor- 
ner. A speedy introduction, soon produced an acquaintance ; 
and this acquaintance at length ripened into friendship. They 
attended the Speculative Society together; they studied in 
common ; in short they were inseparable* Nor did this end 

* " The SpecuUttve Society was iiutuuied for improvement in public- speaking, md 
in tcience in general, without haTing peculiar reference to any of its branches : the mem- 
bers meet weekly during the sitting of the College, in a hall built Jiiy themselves. A, 0* 
1769, on a spot of ground, on the s<»uth side of the College area, granted them for the 
special purpose by the town-council of £dinl}urgh, at the recommendation of the Frio, 
eipal of the University. 

<* The gentlemen discourse, in rotation, upon any literary subject they incline ; and 
theee performances undergo a very free criticism. The rest of the entertainment consists 
of a debate upon a subject previously appointed, which is opened by one of themembcre 
in roution, and discussed by the Society at large. 

*' Far from a promiscuous admission into the Society, it is restricted to a very Iim4te«l 
number ; and such has been hs reputation, that the number of candidates for aupfdying 
vacancies has afforded the Society an opportunity to select those who are distlngoiahed 
for capacity, industry, and deconun. It consists of gentlemen, who (ollow respecthrelj 
all the liberal professions, but the greatest number b«k>ngB to the law ; and it Hm a]* 
ready famished several professors to the Universities of St. Andrew's, tnd Edinburgh." 
Ar|ioi*s History of Edinboigh, p. 4do— 431. 
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like many ooll^ intimacies, in a long separation, an acdden- 
tai recognition, and a parting 4inner ! On the contrary, an 
intercourse and connexion were now formed, tbat tended not 
a little to give a eolour and complexion to the life of one, if 
not both these juvenile . candidates for fame. In fine their 
mutual reg^ remainisd unaltered for a long series of yeard ; 
and they were at length parted by death alone, which dis- 
solves all sublunary attachments, and leaves nothing to the 
survivor but j)ainiul recollections and barren regrets ! 

Meanwhile, after remaining some time in London inider the 
superintendence of the Rev. Mr. Hewlett, Mr. Horner directed' 
his studies towards the municipal law of his native country, a 
great and ample field for speculation, as it is necessary to 
collect the opinions of both foreign andxlomestic writers, and 
to pass, through a course of reading formidable in the extreme. ^ 
At thalrepoch too, it was not a little unfavourable to eloquence ; 
for the intervention of a jury was then unknown in civil causes, 
or at *least, the ri^t of decision by twelve men had been 
u^nirped for ages by a court, the privileges claimed by which at 
one tiine seemed* to set the laws themselves at defiance. Since 
that period, however, the people of Scotland have cither acf- 
quired, or been restored to their long-lost privileges, and' the 
manner in which verdicts have been recently recorded, and 
decisions obtained, reflects no little honour- on the present age.' 

While Mr. Horner was thus fitting himself for his fixture 
fi>rensic labours, as a Scotch Advocate, Lord H. Petty, after ob- 
taining a degree at Trinity College, Cambridge, visited the 
Continent, in company with M. Dumont, a Genevese of con- 
siderable talents. He returned to England in his 22d'year, 
and was immediately elected one of the two M.P.'s for Calne, 
a borough said to be under the immediate influence of his 
family. Having thus been nominated a member of the new 
parliament just then convoked, he soon began to be considered 
a very able Mid formidable ally of the opposition of that day : 
the chief object of whic h was to humble Mr. Pitt, and place a 
Whig administration in the room of him and his followers. 
Mr. Fox and his firiends, at length proved succes&fiil ; and 
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at the age of tweuQrHMx^ L,ord Henry Fettjfi^und himsdf the 
new Ghancpllor of die Exchequer, a member of the IPmy 
Council, and I^. P. fqr the University of Cambridge. 

Undazzled by the sudden splendour with which he was now 
surrounded, the memory of former, friendships was not oblite- 
rated ; on the contrary, the ties and connexions of his youth- 
fiil years seemed rather strengthened than relaxed. He was 
well aware of the talents of Mr^ Homer ; he admired his 
manly sense ; his mild manners ; his unassuming virtues : these 
had all o^ititled him to his regard and esteem. He therefore 
recommended this gentleman to the notice of his coadyutors, 
^d he was accordingly returned to the third imperial parlia* 
ment, which met Dec. 10, 1806, as a burgess for the borough 
of St. Ives. This was a very critical period, for the Whigs 
had then a transient glimpse of the promised land ; but they 
were scarcely allowed to take possession of it, before they 
w^re once more driven into the desert of opposition! 

In the course of the succeeding year a new Mini^ry was 
appointed, and a new parliament convoked ; but the i^^me of 
Mr. Homer was not to be found in the list of its member3« He 
had, however, distinguished hiiQself so much, during the only 
session in which he had sat, as to be already in possession of a 
high reputation ; and in consequence of this early promise, was 
again^ returned, and nominated a member of the celebrated 
committee, " to examine and controul the several branches of 
the public expenditure," on which occasion he took an active^ 
and even a distinguished part. 

Meanwhile, he took chambers and resided in Garden-court, 
Inner Temple, and having entered his name at one of the ad- 
joining " Inns," soon after received a " call" to the En^ish 
bar. But although thus fitted to attend the tribunals in West- 
minster Hall, and qualified at the same time, to act as an ad- 
vocate at Edinburgh *, yet we do not find ^im an;dcHis for 
either professional emoluments or employments. Indeed^ so 
bewitching is the race of ambition, the pursuit of fame^ of 

* Mr, Horner^ a« early as JSOO, was admitted into the Society of Ad vocatt«« 
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tr^filth, and.parliamLentary disdnction/diat he scarcely ever 
made his. appearance in the courts of justice^ either in the 
southern or northern capitals of the united kingdom. In Scotch 
aiq^^eals) before tlrc House of Lords, however, he was more 
than once engaged ; and it was he who drew up,r and. argued 
the case of Lady Essex Ker, in .the great Roxbur^ cause.^ 
This lady, sister, of a former. duke, is a woman of considerable 
talents $ aUd if we mistake not greatly, provided both the law 
an4 the facts on this occasion : in short, she may be said to 
haye prepared the brief. But Lord Chancellor E^don, from 
the first, opposed all her ladyship's pretensions, and it was not^ 
for. Mr. Horner to persevere oh such slender grounds, as he 
'Was cbliged prqfessipnalli/ to exhibit; for in. a very short. time 
the Lords gave a full and complete decision in favour of the 
pretensions of Sir James Innes Ker, Bart, who immediately 
acceded to all the ducal honours. and estates. 

It has already been observed, that the subject of thi& memoir 
was not returned a member to the new parliament, convoked 
on the dismission of the ,Foxo-Grenville, administration; but. 
he was too importiuit to be consigned to oblivion. Accord^ 
ingly. Viscount Mahon (now Earl Stanhope) son-inrlaw of 
Lord Carrington, thought fit to withdraw firom Wendover, 
and he was immiediately nominated for that place. It is to be 
regretted greatly, that .Mr. Horner was not regularly elected: 
for some great city, such as Westminster, instead of being thus» 

> 'bandied about, from one noble family to another; but y0:.it 
must be ^allowed on the other hand, that while he bore his, 
fiumlties << meekly," he, at the same time, exhibited a cer- 
tain .degree of spirit and integrity, that rendered . him too 
formidable^ either to be treated or considered as a mere 

> dependimt. . > . i 

, The only thipg of axiy vahie^ tre bdieve^ that was ever ob- 
tdned by him>,was the office of a commissioner for investigaft* 
ing the claims oil the lateNabob of Arcot, whose debts had been 
guaranteed, by a solemn treaty with the^EastJadia Company, 
This proved to be no smecme: itv^s an office c^ labour,, 
of inquiry, and fattgoe; ' and k cannot be doubted by, any. 
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one wiK> oantemplatei hit character, thit h^ <$(mduot«d Mmrif 
on the prestnt as on all future occaiionft, with ciiigtdar fideU^ 
delicacy, and diqpatch« It appeared,, on fatresC^^atioS) tfatt 
there were not only a great number of pretended daiuM, V«A 
abo of falsified docomentf : these coidd not elude die senilmy 
of alrfe and welt-informed men, who negatived the pt^^en- 
nona of a varkty apfdicants, while not a lew withdrew from 
a scrutiny, %o necessary for the secori^ of publk morals, 
as well as the public purse. We ha? e reasosi to bdiev^ Aat 
he afterwards resigned from a mere point of honoor: not 
choosing to faoM any public employment under ^e crown, 
after hisfiiends andcoac§iit(»rs had been obliged to^wfthSlnm 

On Febniary I, 1810, Mr. Hcnmer entered on.that^art i^ 
his patiisatneiitary career, by which he afterwards ohudned sudi 
a briffiant reputlutioo : the relative state of our ecxb aad ex-* 
changes. Accordingly, pumiant to notice, he moved for a 
variety ^ accounts and returns, respecting die drmlating 
meditnn and the budlion trade. He deprecated die idea of 
ascribing the dtffearence between the rc&tive value of theses to 
^ number of country banks ; aft the^e formed an esaentU 
part of our system of oredit and currency ; nor would he adopt 
another condusion: that ^he cause mast be i^eforred 'nfioOg to 
an undue issue of note% by the Bank oi £ngland# He ^Bd 
not [M-esinne, however, as yet, to form adear or confident con- 
dorian upon the subject: his present coijrfecture was^ diat the 
hig^ price of gold might be produced, partly by a larger cir- 
Culation of Bank of £ngland paper than was necessarf; and 
partiy by the new circumstttfices in whi<^ the bnffibn trade of 
this country was placed. But it was to arrive at a correct 
opinion that he wished the House to call for the ii^moatlon, 
and undertake the enquiry he meant to propose. 

On May 10, 1810, when Alderman Combe made a motion, 
blammg the mkiisters for obstructing the address of the 
Lord Mayor, AkHrmen, and Livery of London, to bw Bfo- 
je^ty in person; it was seconded by Sir Wflliam Cm^ and 
sc^pofted by Mr. HoriHEr. Tbe last of diese ge alt tw im ooo- 
taderedtfalsas ^a ^pitstion of vital inqpeitanoe, ctipteting 
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mhidkf the BttHtileit^ had attempttd to defend th«m^ebie» by 
drsKwing the veil frem die ii^rmitiea of ibtit So^eragn. It 
yffm. tlie rqrht of the liverj o£ London, bm it was of othet 
sabjects, to hs¥e access to hia Majeity'a person^ in the urocrt 
lianes-^even in those of Cfaarlea II. thia had not been re* 
ibied. : Tbe most corrapt ministers, indeed, had n^ idea that 
it could ever be 'refused. How complete would haive been 
fhm triumph if tbey had discovered the practice iriiich of late 
had prevailed ! The obstructioa of petitions was a siAiveraion 
of tbe fimdfloaEienlal law of the land.'^ 

Oa the debate oa the state c^ iSie nation, Dee. 20, 1810^ in 
comequence of the Kii^s iUness, Mr. Homer delivered a l<M)g 
and aUe speedi. He oniiended hit making a Reg^ by an 
address, instead of abill ; ^ as the {u-esent proceedmgs eidubited 
an att^apt to break down and eo(nfonnd all the boond^ies of 
Icgiriative aiitb€aity,a8 distfibated among the thveeindependent 
bvandlesaf Parliament; to ns»rp the legblative power of the 
crown, and bf a gross and illegal fictkni, to steal the semUanee 
of on assent, wheve there conld be no negatiire; with the akr 
lardity eft affecting to sanction by the rqjral assent itself d» 
remedy made necessary by tha ioesipacky of ^w king to asseql 
to any thing/' 

. IVnrarda the coDchmoa of die same ■osaiou of parliament^ 
the Hogae of Commons dentonsmmfeed.jits raipeet&r the talents ' 
of Mi^ HwAer, by mnanimo«dy nominating him a member of 
tbe ^< Bnflion CommltteeV Ae objeet of wbick,. aabae beffii 

* Th« following «ce thie iviiiiet tf thi ipuixlf men n^o formed the cemmittte : — 

1. F.Horoer„£sq. ll. H. Thornton, Esq. 

a. The Kk. Horn 9. Perfevia, Eaq., IV. 1U,Hmi.R*R SUriiUok 

€l»BiHl«r rfth€^E«eheq»w. la. Bi. Hen. Chad- Lei^. 

a. Bt.Hon.GeoigeTi«riif3^. 14. A. Bering, Esc^. 

4. Eer) Temple. 15. W. Manning, Esq. 

5. Hob. T. BfMMJU US. R.Shai^,EK|. 
S. H.PuBeU,S«qe 17. P>Grenfeir,£^ 

7 . J>. M. Blfagentf Esq. 18^ J. L. Forster, &q. 

S. G. Johnstone, Esq. I^. J.Thompson, Esq. 

4. IK Gi(U^ fiH|., is tberroom ef the S9. ^. Irvwf « Esq. f. , ^ ^ 

Ri, 1^^ George Roaeji w!h<> de«4ined. 2 1 . W. Huskisson^ Esq. ; and 

}0, W. DiokiBionj Esq. ' " 352. Hon. J. Ahercrombie. 

s 2 ' ' ' ">^ 
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idready observed, was intiiiaately connectiCMl» xiot only with our 
€oin) and dur foreign commerce, but also with thelsalance of 
trade. We find his name at the head of this list ; he also pre^ 
isided for some time as chaimian, during the examination of 
the eviddnce^ and actually drew up the first part of the Report ; 
the second was penned by Mr. Huskisson, and the third by 
Mr. Henry Thomtcm. 

' The Select Committee began by stating the unusual rise of 
gold, so as, at length, to attain a maximwrHi 6i 15§ per ceatJ 
above the mint price; in short, the ounce of standard fineness 
had risen firom Si. lis. loyu to 4*/. 105. and ALi2s. tnarket 
price. They also discovered that the exchanges on Ham-« 
burgh and Amsterdam had been depressed towards the latter 
end of '1809, fi'om 16 to 20 per cent, below jpor, while the 
exchange <s^ Paris Was still lower. So extriaordinary a rise in 
the market price of gold in this country, coupled with sd ektra^ 
ordinary a depression of our exchanges with the Cohtinttit, 
pointed to the state of our domestic currency, as the cause of 
both: ttey therefore examined several merchants of extensive 
dealings and intelligence, with ifespect to the high price of 
gold^ and the low rates of ^xchange^ 

Qa enquiry, the high price of gold was entirely ascribed \rf 
most of the witnesses, to an alleged scarcity of that article^ 
arising out of ^an ^itraordinary demand for it on the continent 
of Eurc^e. But << in the soUnd and natural state of the 
Aitish oirrenc^,'' it was the opinion of the committee, that 
this effect could not be produced here* Moreover, the 
price of bullion did not rise abroad; ** but since the suspen^ 
dion of the cash payments in 1797, if gold be still our l^^al 
measure of Value and standard of prices^ it may be doubted 
whether after the new system of Bank of ^England paythents 
has taken place, a pap^ currency not' convertible into 
g<Ad, and variable in its relations, be nbt now, fn reality, 
that measure.'* An ^crease in the quantity of the local 
currency of a particular country, will raise prices exactly 
in the satne manner as an ^nti^^toe of the supply of precious 
Ineteilft raises j^rices all over ^%orld : this will also produce 
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a correq[xmdeiit rise in the market price of bvllicm iibove its 
mint price* 

In Paris it appears that the progress of the French in Oer^ 
laany, had tended gi^eatly to Tender the course of exchange 
im&vourable; the unwillingness of great houses on the Con- 
tinent to discpunt bills onEi^land; and the very large spms 
paid to foreign ship-owners, which, in respect to hemp, has 
amounted to nearly the prime cost in Russia: these have aU 
also contributed to make the exchanges against England flucr- 
tuate firpm 15 to 9Q per cent. 

After a variety of enquiries, it is contended, that the eflbcts 
of the d^recia^on of the coin by wear and clipping, coupkd 
with an excessive issue of paper, naturally produce an unfi^ 
vourable exchange. . llie Bank of England itself, soon after 
its first establishment, furnishes a very instructive illustration r 
for the dq)reciation of the c(»n, occurring at the same tiibe 
with an excessive issue of paper, their notes experienced a de- 
preciation of 17 per cent; while the priCe.of gold bullion was 
so much raised, that guin^ were at 30 shQlings, all the good 
silver disappeared, and the exchange with Holland, whidi had 
a little before, been efiected by the remittances for the army^ 
sunk 25 per cexkU under par. . The remedy was, at length dis-^ 
covered, in a new coinage of silver, and in cancelling bank 
notes to a certain extent. 

It is here asserted, that nevertheless the bank '^had enter- 
tained a mistaken view of the difficulties of that time^" yet the 
suspension of their cash, payments was imposed upon it by the 
legislature ; *^ although in the novel situation . in which this 
commerdal company was placed 1^ the law, and entrusted 
with the reffjiation and control of the whole circulating me^ 
dium of the country, .thqr were not ftdly. aware of the princi- 
ples on which such a delicate trust should be execute^ but 
continued to induct their business of discounts and advances, 
according to their former routine.^' The condusion of the 
whole evidence, reasoning, and deductions^^is— • 

1. The repeal of the law suspending the cash paymeiits of 
iheBank: 
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2, 13i»Jt<aAp99wmaU%:iBtniuMy be twaa vm i ^mma^ki^ 
date than two years ; and 

S. Iluit die detail be kft to tlieB«Dlcit«^. 

On the 16th of May, ISII, Mr. Homer, in a loiig «mI 
doqiieitt qieeoh of between tfane and four honit dvraitkA^ 
imqx>rtcd aH these positions, and contended «tK>B^y far 
ikkt yMtke of the resdts. On tli» oeeasim, lie with grasft 
ahilitgr ddGended both hmsKlf and the other meoAem «f tbo 
committee; and oondiuded i»Stli movuig ahcteen disdnet reso- 
lutions, the subject of which amount to the feUflWviftg : 

1. liuut thepisansaeryiiotesof theBaidL 4)f Engltfid are 
Itipikdons to piqr, on demand, thesom ki pounds ttftli^) re* 
spedivety spechBed in each of these aotes: 

S» That when the Farlianient snspended theettfapqmeiM 
^ tfaaae notes, it was not its intention dMt any alteration 
whatever should talce fdaee in the iralne of thcae |»ondto(wy 
notes.. 

. S. Itappeam, thi^ the actual value of die promissory notee 
0f the Bank of England, (measaring such vahie by the stand* 
ard wof^tof goUandeihera&resaid,) has beew fisr a eon* 
sideraUe period of thn^ and stil is conaiderabfy kss than 
what is flstaWished by the bvws of die reahn, to be the hgA 
tsnflkr in paynieDt of oiy money cootraot or stipnlation: 

4. That the fSEdl which has taken {dace in the laloe cf Am 
pnSaimary note% kCf has been occasioned by the too great 
issue of paper onrrency : 

5. That to the ^epmciatkm whidi has taken phxe in Am 
rdatiiftt Talue of the currency of this and foreign eoteitriea 
nay bis attrilMited the depression of the exdimigei 

€. That die oidy certain and adequate security to be pra» 
vided against an excess of paper cnrrewy, and fi>r main* 
taining the reiatite Talue of the circnlmting mediani of tlse 
imfant is dia legal conreitabilily, upon demand, of aU pnpor 
enrrcncy, into law&d coin of the reahn: and 

7. That in osder to reveit gmdnftlly to this eteoritjr, ansi 
to«nfaraBadnelinntat9on49f diepaperofdiefBaiik 6t Eng- 
land, as well as the other Bank paper of the country: irfits- 
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pgdieot laiU«r tbf tim^ dttriagnrtiidi tliefiH|»iifioii of oidi 
paj^ments ihall ooBtume^ firom six manths after the ratificatioii 
of A defioitiire traatj of pMoe^ to that of two jwn from Uia 
prtsant tim^ 

Xhicr«uty#at» in «oii«eqttwae of various at^oummmtS) oaeii^ 
pied the Housa of Commons during bwr or five evenii^; in 
the course of which, Mr. Vansittart, Mr, Rose^ Lord Caatla* 
reag)i9&q» oi^iGlad to tb# report . AU these wa^ aUjr rej^iad 
^o by Mr. Horner, who concluded as IbUows: — 

^* If there has been n departure from. the oid and constitu- 
tional mods of dradadng the k^gal and sobstanlial currcnejr 
of the coootry^ Aa charge of novelty is not imputable to thai 
ppo po i i t i oo that woidd go ta restore it A generd rule in the 
great ayilaiai of circulating medium, has been avowedly vio* 
kted. I admit) indeed) that that minister is wise and happy 
who JuMnrs wh^n and hotr to deviate from a general mfe ; but 
I contend that there is still more wisdcmi and more ftlieity in 
knowing wh^ (md under what caramAStances thatrgenerairid^ . 
on^t to be ndbered to [hear l]| but that above all} the fooI 
trial eC wiidom^ — the true test of fortune^ is to know vrbm 
to iretar% after the success of an ^qpiarendy justifiable devii^ 
tica 0Mar 1] although it is indeed difficult to resist the tenq^ 
atioBS of t^nporwy €aqped«ents I shaU now conehide, by 
reading epas^igs I met with this mornings preserved by the 
criehcated Sir Robert Cottent and cited by him as an cos^ract 
frofld » memorial of <Hie of the greatest statesaseo this country 
has produ^ : it is « remonstrance to Queen EliziAieth from 
ber'et^est minist^r^ Lovd Burleigh, w^n at a time that Spsm 
was aiming at univ^^ monarchy, (how stracige the vicissitudes 
of enq>ires I) that monarch ^tertained the notion of making 
wme ^qperimeoto upon the national cun^enqr. The language 
is simple^ but in my mind, pregnant with wisdom: Mt 1% 
not by the e^ds of wijt, mr by the shifts of devices, ^m you 
can defray the esKpences.of Ae m<maroby, but by swnd ud 
solid fxmiies*' " 

Although all Ihe propositions i^ Mr. Hornier w^re n«|gati¥ed 
in dw 4ffden ya( both the report and the sp<^ech had a grait 
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eSeiot^ not onfy on die ptibHc mind, but on the conduct both of 
government and the bank. After the e3q>iration <rf sevm years 
we have found all his plafis and progni^cations ftilly verified. 
^nce that period, the issue of the new circulating medium has 
been curtailed. Notes have risen to par, the market and mint 
price of gold are either the same, or neariy so; money is now 
raised by exchequer bills, at about three per cent.; and* the 
foreign exchange, instead of continuing against, is now in 
general favourable to us. 

On May 7, 1812, Mr. Creevy made a motion respecting the 
two tellerships of the exchequer, then held by the Marquis 
of Buckingham and Earl Camden, for services to the states 
performed by their respective fathers. On ihis occasion he 
moved seven distinct resolutions, the purport of whidi, was to 
confine their respective emoluments <^ to some fixed and settled 
sum of mcmey, more oonfcnrmable in amount to the usual 
grants of public money for public services, and more stdted to 
the present means and resources of the nation." 

TTiese propositions were opposed both by the Chancelloar of 
the Exchequer and Mr. Pcmscmby. Mr. Homer also olb^ected 
to the scheme now offered. " No man," he said, ** could 
deay the right of the House to regulate, reform, and even 
abolish offices ; but still, all this must be done subject to tegor 
laticms. The rights of all such as have vested interests^ must 
be preserved sacred; for the property of the state was n<»tto 
be protected at the expence of private property. All p>roperty 
indeed, was the creature of the state, aUd eqiialfy dep^:ided 
oa it for protection ; and if this principle were tmce broken 
through by the House, temptation would grow upon them and 
' there would be no end to it." 

The resolutions yrexe afterwards negatived, without .a 
dirision. ' 

MeMxwhile, the health of Mr. Homer dedined npace: His 
deep: rc^iiearches, his continued studies, and his psurliamentaiy 
efifozts, had alike contributed to wear out and exhaust a con^ 
stitutkin which was never very strong. At length, ^ puliho^ 
lifiiy ocmsumptioQ was actually threat^^ed, and a renioval to 
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^s wwmer air aad amore cheerfuldimiate was prescribed by im 
physicians. Aocc^dingly, with no raiaU share pf rducCaao^ 
he at length complied with thdr advice^ to which were super- 
added the t^ider injunctions, of his family, and the kind and 
constant recommendations of his friends. Crossmg therefore 
to the Continent, with all convenient speed, he passed through 
France^ and not deemii^ even its southern provinces, su& 
dently warm, he entered Italy and continued there. Hie 
symptoms of the disorder ♦, however, which was carried bom 
Ei^kmd, and had preyed upon him for so long a period, en- . 
creased to such a formidi^le d^ree, that he was at length cut 
off at Pisa, on the 8th of Febniaiy 1817, in the height of 
numhood, and ki the full aijo3rment of his r^utadcm, at the 
age of thirty-eight. His remains were interred in the pro- 
testant burying-ground, at Le^iom. 

Thus died, and was buried in a foreign country, Francis 
Homer, Esq., a man amply endowed by nature, and greatly 
beloved, both by friaids and c^ponaits. The qualities of his 
bead and heart were indeed calculated to epgage and secure 
attachm^t: for although modest, and even reserved injiis 
manners ; he was yet warm, zealous, affectionate, grateful, and 
disinterested. 

In point of understanding he was at once strong and com- 
prdien3ive: in point c^ learning, respectable; in r^ard to 
that species o( knowledge acquired, after entering the world, 
be was almost unrivalled; and in solid judgment^ he did not 
yidd the palm to any one. 

An orator of a former day attained the appellation of 
^< jingle-speech Hamilton,'' on account of the talents therein 
displayed ; and were the reputation of Mr. Homer to rely on 
his celebrated orati(Hi on the biiUiop question alone, he must 
even then have been considered as a man possessed of no ordi- 
nary taste foi* ^oquence, and no common d^ee of political 
wisdom. ^ 

. Ad his conduct was always strictly correct, a hi^ opinion 

« This proved a eompUcated case ^ for it tonsitted not onlf of a eoninetippy but iwr 
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w^cotmtiiady entei^«i«^ lH>d» of Ukpiteioti^ and hia pri* 
YAt» worth. Tfatt$ withoutimy cf ihe acoid^did» but fidUcHoiis 
ai<k of bi]l;b,itatian» fortuaet or oomtexioo^ he noUy contrived 
to win b{s w&jr and to eocretse yearly' in r^(^ti^Q i e^ially 
free from vwity and preinmiptiofi} beol^o eai^efitUy «4«emdekaf 
of pertmudiftyf and party nmoour; aceordfogty* wlidile eMdeatred 
to die opposition, in whose tankd» with a very short exeqptimiy 
this gentleman constantly fought; be wm at tJbe fame tjme 
greatfy respected by ministers. His eloquence parti^paled of 
his dbaracter; it wai duate^ coiTect« elt^anti and afcUfiiL 
filftch was his ioflexiUe integri^ on one handy and his^ Id^ re^ 
putaticm on the other, that it is a wejlrknown feet, tiiact Mr. 
Ponsouby frequently difenad to his jndgneiit; and i% is bow 
no secret, that when that g eiittema n thought of retiring, be 
always pointed out Mr. Honn^ asi wprthy (^beingbia poUlaaal 
isueoessorl* 



llamenty aooo after the meUochoIjr iatelli^noe of hit demise arctred is foglaad : fiw 
It will appear from ^e debates, chat he was respected and regretted hj all patties in 
theoatiDiu 

** Is Ae House of Cowmo M j on MQiidi|« Marched, IB17, JLmri Matpttk vm$ 
and spoke as follows : —I rise to niOTe that the Speaker <b issue his writ for a new 
member to senre in Parliament for the boiough of St. Alawes, in^tlMiioMi«C An late 
Fxancis Hocaei^ £a)« 

** In making this motipn^ I trust it will not appear presumptuous or offclooa^ If 1 
feddress alew words 10 the Houiniqpon diit mtlaacholy occasion. I am swavn Htmt kis 
mhar m onoaual «f«to; b^k^ trithcnt apdnayoming «n tnatlmespapaM witb iMber 
instane«a» I am authorised in aejiag that the course is not wholly unprecedented. 

** Mj lamented firiend, of whom I never can speak without feelings 4if the deepest 
xegrety had been rendered incapable for some time pan, in ^soiiafnifice cf tlK bad 
ftate «f his healthy of «ppl}ing himself to the hdK>u» of his profession^ or to the cfis- 
charge of his parliamentary duties. He was prevailed upon to try the effects of a milder 
tsid tttore genid dirocte— ^e hope nvs vahiy and the attempt Mdeas $ lia onnk be- 
fjgath the stow 4Mit4satwtctiya e£feet of a Xw^fw % d is n s a » which bafled the fowar^ 
medicine and the infloence of climate; but under the pressure of increasii^ iufinait/t 
under the infRction of a d^Ilitating and es^ustlng mahdy, he preserved midlmbiisKed 
4h>i€wrtiyrfhin«h*ilstai«f»f» aadiibecvsippssri^ ^^f^tut^m^igmpim^ ^ 
acdient and enlightened understanding. I may^ peihaps^ be permitted) without pene- 
trating to6 &r into Ae more sequestered paths of private life, to allude to those auld 
virtues— those domesdc charities, which embellished while they dignified Ids p i ifte 
dbskadMr. IsiaybapeaMttad to^obsarsa^ tWasason^andi|Ji^iMbcir« hnwasemi- 
neatly dutiful and affectionate « but I am aware that these qualities, however amiable, . 
aatt iMirdly, Mdii ataol prapiialy, ba nddmssed to tha twisidaaation «f IWIIanKnt. 
VfhiBtkf however, they ar« blended, interwoven, and incorporated intba chmctMnl a 
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TbefoUowIitg diaraetar 4if life/Homer ti a% pduna by a 
contemporary, who. wnt aoqtiaint^ wiUi hini) both at sdiool 



public iBan, they become a tpeciet of public property. tsA, by their influence and 
^esMiipAe^ ^naetiiSally tdgmentthe genehA stock of public virttie. 

** Rwliiai^aaliicaiMM «• • pvUie fnan I tta ooiifi4eBtljr ^pped to t wider cilde ^b 
t* than Iram b A y rofeaaioa of wiueh )m was a dktiagtiithed omametit — to fhii Hooae, 
vlniuhii ^xertiMM will belong remenifberrid with mingled feelingt of regret tnd admi'- 
latiow. kcBttotneoeiiM^fiir ne to eater 4nt» the detail of Ids grcveritiidSea and oe- 
cttpations. 1 may be allowed to say generally, that he raised the edifice df 4Ut ftir fiune 
^^>^«gMdand solid CNrndstion— upoa tlie fins basis of conscientlotts pfitociple. 
NtwaaaadaBtMi-tbe psriint ^ftmth; hi wu inflexible in fak adlWK nce fo the great 
pn^ctplcs of justice and of right. Whenever he delivered in this House the ideas of hfo 
dear and tBteWgeot mhodp he taofHoftA tbatchistajsinple, hut at the same tine nenrous 
and if W ii i aa style <£ oiatary, which seemed admiiably adapted to the elocidation and 
di s cm i ioi ^f i i po tt aa t huM B as s^ k secaed to oaaabinetheravetaiid pvedsfamaf legal 
Mtgtmmt with the aoquiremciMs and kiiowlad0> «f t atatasmaa. 

<( Of bis political opinioiM it is not necessary flir me to enter Into any detailed 
staiaawBtt they are soAeien^fcnowBy and do Mt reqiiire Iiinb me any Ji hmcnt or 
iHastratiMi. I an eonfldent that his palitkal opponents wiN adnH, that he naiPtr 
courted papalarity hj aoy ttnbeeoming or unworthy means : they wiH have the candour 
to^How, ^t the a ip re ni m of his pokiacal opioaons, however flm» nanly^ and de- 
cided, was nntinctared with moroseness, and unembitteitd w4th any pefiotud kntmoaity 
or ranoonmis rvflartioii* From tlitsa feilfaigshe wta dfectnaHy e<enpt«d by the 
apetaiioB «f those qualities wMch formed th« graces and the chantn of his private 
life. 

** But tMeessfai as his exertioM were, hoth in ^is House and in t!ie Courts of Law, 
e ottsi d ert ng the coBtracted span of his nfit, they can only be locied upon as the har- 
h ft ug a n wf his aaatuftf Ihme, as the presages and the anticipttioos of a rsAft exalted 
ffvpiMatimi. But his career wti prsttaturdy closed. That hia low to hk hiaS\j and 
Jiis flfiends is iivapanblp, can h& readily conceived ; hut I maj add, that to this Hotsc 
aodthecovMiy k isa kss of ao oNhoary nagnitiide: la these times it will be severely 
fislt« In dwse ttans, however, when te struetttre of the eonstitotion Is twdergoing 
eloseand rigerotn {nvesilgaiion ; on the part of soma with a view of exposing its defects, 
m the part of ochen wHh that of displsjMg hs beauties and peifectiont ; we nay derhr^ 
some eoMolatioB flion the rsfleetion, that a nan not possessed of the advantages oif 
hereditary rank or of very ample fortune, was enabled, by the exertion of his Mm 
hoBOorible industry— bf the sicceisful cal li i ni a n of b2iinth« talents, to vinAcate 
to hhaseif a sntion and cnkeaca 'm society, which the proodest and wealthiest night 
tnvy and adnltt. 

" I ought toapo^glaato the House* not, Ilmat, ^ hafvhig hitRNkiofd ^ sulysct 
totheir notice, for of that I hope I shaH stand acquklad, hwt for hav&g paid s6htt- 
perfect and inadequate a tribute to die memofy of ny departed flriend." 

Mr. Gmmnf.— ^ Of all the insnnces wherein the sane course has hoaii adopted, as 
that whicli ny noble friend has puisiied with so mich feeling and good tftste on this 
•eeasioB, 1 do not renenhcr one more likdy than the present to coticilkte the general 
a pp i a bat ia n and synpadiy «f dw Hawse. 

« I, Sir, had not the happhiefts (ahapplnew sow co«M«Msnced by ft pr«pertionat« 
cxocM of sorrow and fcgiet) td he aeqoiiiited pafsoyiailyi hi frivata Itfe, widi th« dia- 
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script kindly communicated to the Editor. 



tingaUhed and tmiable mdivtdual whoie Ion we ha?e to deplore, I knew iun only 
wUhin the walls of the House of Commons. And even here, from the drcamstance of 
my absetice durlni; the last two sessions, I had not the good fortaae to witnese die htir 
»nd more matured exhibition of his talents ; which (as I am informed* and cm well 
believe) at once kept the promise of his earlier years, and opened stitt wider expeeta* 
tions of future excellence. 

. '^ But I had seen enough of him to share in those expecUtions, and to be sennble 
of what this House and thecoiintry have lost by his being so prematnrely^ taken 
flp(^ us.' ' 

<^ He had, indeed, qualificatioos eminently calcuhrted to obtain and to deserve suc- 
jsets. His sound principles — his enlarged views — his various and acounte kneiwle^ 
— ^the even tenor of his manly and temperate eloquence -^ the genuineneaa of lus 
warmth, when into warmth he ^ras betrayed — and, above all, the singnlar modestf 
with which he bore his faculties, and which shed a grace and lustre overtbem al; 
•these qualifications, added to the known blamelessness and purity of hia privaie charar 
ter, did not more endear him to his friends, than they commanded the reaped eiiium 
to whom he was' oppoaed in adverse politics; they ensured to every effort of kii 
abilities an attentive and favouring audience; and secured for' him, as the reaok of all, 
a aolul and unenvied reputation. 

" I cannot coochide. Sir, without adverting to a topic in the latter part of the epeedi 
of my noble friend, upon which I most entirely concur with him. It would net- ba 
aeemly to mix with the mournful subject of our present contemplation any thing of a 
. eontroteraial nat^.* But when, for the second time within a short comae af.jaan, 
the name of* an obscure IxMrough is brought before ua as va^ted by the lost < 
oos talenta and character, it may be permitted to met with ny avowed and 
opiniona on the subject of pafliaiiientary ponstitutioq, to state, without ofience, that it 
batleaat some consolation Ibr the imputed theoretical defects of that c on a tit a t ioo, 
that in practice it works so well. A system of representattdn cannot be wholly wieiaai, 
and altogether, inadequate to ia purposes, which sends to this 'Ho«|se a avtcoceaien of 
auch men as those whom we have now in our remembni^ce, here to develops thn laJaati 
with, which God has endowed them, and to attain that eminence. i« the view qf dicir 
country, from which they may be one dliy called to aid her coonma^ and to aoitain bet 
graatneas and her gk>ry.' - .. .. ' 

Mr, MonnertSuUon,^^*^ I know not ndiether I ought, even for a moment^ to 
iatnide myaelf > on the Houae i I am utterly incapable of adding any thing to what has 
been so well, so feelingly, and so truly suted on this melancholy occasion j and yet I 
hope, without the appeaaance of preauknption, I may be permitted to say, ftam the 
bottMa of my heart, 'I ahare in every aenament that has been expressed. 

** It waa my good fisrtune, aome few yeara back, to live in habiu of gijeat 4ntim«^ 
tad firiendaMp with Mr. Homer : change of circumstances, my quitting the profeaaioB 
to which we both belonged, bioke in upon those habits of intercourse ; bint I hope, aed 
believe I may ^ter |n]fself« the feeling was mutual. Fcnr myself,, at least, I can aMist 
honestly aay, that no ^aiige of circumstances^- no diflSireiioe of polUks -^ no intene^ 
-tion to our habits of intereounef even -in the alighteat di^ree '<imiBitlwd t)ie wpaR^ 
tl)e mgud, »nd the nffsction | iqoat siiicerely tntertaioed fer h^pu 
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<< The characteristics of Mr. Horner's mind, if I apprehend 
them rightly^ ware clearness of perception, cahnness of judge- 



^ Thit Hooie can well apprecitte the heavy lots we have nistaiced In him, ai a fub- 
lie man. In these times, hideed in all times, to perfect a combination of command- 
ing talcnta, inde&tigable industry, and stem integrity, must be a severe public loss ; 
but no man, who has not had the happiness — the hUsting, I might say --> to have 
Icnown him as a friend \ whohto not witnessed the many vlr^es and endearing qualities 
that characterised him in the circle of his acquuntance, can adequately conceive the 
irreparable chasm in private life this lamentable event has made. 

*' In my conscience I believe, there never lived the man, of whom it could more' 
truly be said, that, whenever he was found in public life, he was respected and admirctt 
^— whenever he was known in private life, he was most atfectionately beloved. 

<' I will no longer try the patielice of the House : I was anxious, indeed, that they 
should bear with ma for a few moments, whilst I endeavoured, not to add my tribute to 
the regard and veneration in which his memory ought, and assuredly will be held ; but 
whilst I endeavoured, however feebly, to discharge a debt of gratitude, and do a juitice 
to my own feelings." 

Mr. Wjfrm said, '* that his l^oble Friend (Lord Morpeth), and his Right Hon. 
Friend who had last spoken (Mr. M. iSutton), had expressed themselves concttrnih^ 
thdr departed friend with that feeling of affection and esteem which did them so much 
honour, and which was heightened by their habits of intimacy, and their opport«nitie# 
of observing his character ; but'the virtues by which he was distinguished were not con— 
fined within the circle of hit acquaintance^ or contealed from the view of the- worid.' 
%fWf one who saw Mr.Horner,^ had the means of judging of his temper, his^mildacsa^ 
and hb penonal virtues ; for they were aeen by all. He carried wi^ him to poUie 
life, and into the d«^ and the buskieas of his public stadon, all that gent l e n aii j of 
d is pestttio py aU that aMenity of feellqg, which adorned his private life, and endcaiad 
him tohispirivafe finends. Amidst the heats and contests of the House> amidst > the 
vehemesee of political diacuisioot amidst the greatest conSicts of opinion . and o|^>pki- 
tion of . J0dgMeat> he maintained the same. miMness and seremty of, disposition and, 
temper. No eagerness of debate, no warmth of feeling, no enthusiasm for hit oirn 
t^ions, or conviction of the enors of others, ever , betrayed Mm into any .uneandid 
cbnstfvetkm of mMivea, or any asperity towards the copoduet of hit opponents. . His ' 
loss was great, and wonki Wag be regretted.'* 

Sir 6» RMtiUy said, ** that the long and meat intimate. friendship which lie, had eni> 
joyed with the Honourable Member^ whose losa:the Hoose , had^to dqplMc^ jBight,.he 
hoped, entitle him tn the malancholy satisfikCtimLof Mying a. few.wQrd&.on>th]ajdi«iMsa» 
kig ooeaaionk Thongh no fMiaoa better knew,: or more higb^ eatimated».theapnfate 
Virtues of Mr. HofMr than htnaelf, yet,, aa he was noteore that he^shosdd, he^Ms. to 
utter what he felt on that subject, he woaM speak of him only as a peUteman. , ; v 
'** Of all the estimable qwalities whieh distingiMakedhif f^amder,. he coDiidered as 
On most "Viluabte, that in d ep ce de n ce of .mindwhich in him ,was so^rpweihahll.- . It 
was from atsonsckMisnese of that indepen^tence, and^RLa juat sense ^fjta 'm pw$m u 
thatyatthesame^me tha he was stwiog hkniM^^ttH the Ao^i^a^ioiis. knowledge on 
luhjecto eonneeled widi our fartenal eeonowyend S$ttigR .poliitio^»and that he jKmpki^ 
a conspicuous and most snMeasliil past In all the. gcfatqucadoQs, which have lately been 
discussed in Patliament, he laboriously develed hiim^f |o ill^the painful duties of hia 
pfoifesnon. Though his puccess at the bar waa wii^L ill adequate to hif ,t»P^^t lit yet 
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mmtt wd iHnti^nOe of ]iiY68tigatioii->««{imkidi^, ss thar 
G(NMQqp«lQ0i» i^taneit ef omdnet and indtpadenee of j^is* 



fltcd&tUj peiMvered in his labo«n» and seemed to consider k at CMeotiak to U* iade- 
pendence. that he should look forwird to his professiaa alooe lot tbt fr^^nwr epd 
enolttincBts to which his extraoidioaij talenu g^re him so jost e ckkn. 

<< In the course of the Ust twelve jeart the House had lost some of the most coa« 
stderable men that efer had enlightened and adorned it : there was thia» however, peau 
liar in their present loss. When those great and eminent men to whom he alluded wese 
tsken from them, the House knew the whole extent of the loss it had sustained, fur 
they had arriTcd at the full maturity of their great powers and endowments. Bat no 
person couM recollect — how, in every year since his lamented friend had first taken 
part in their debates, bis talents had been improving, his fiiculties had been developeo, 
and his commanding eloquence had been rising with the important subjects on which it 
faid been employed— how every session he had spoken with still increasing weigbc and 
authority and efiSect, and had called forth new resources of his enlightened and comprc- 
heosive mind-* and not be led to conjecture, that, notwithstanding the great exsellenot 
which, in the lastienioD, he had attsSned, yet if he had been longer spared, he would 
have difoovired powers not yet discoveyed to the Howe, and of which perha§a he was 
nocooKious himself. He should very ill expresa what he felt upon this occaakiOy if he 
were tp coosidi^t the extraordinary qualities which Mr* Homer possessed apsn (eaak the 
' fads aidd ol]|cct« 10 which they were dieected. The gnaitst eloynnos sraa ia telf 
bull ^olj«Qt of vain and tmnsient admiratkMi^ it waa oalj when annoUUdbf ^ uni 
towhic^U iias«p9Utd>ff wh«ndUacttito|Er««»MvArlWNiif#iidiy «9the p n mai mtf 
thoQMMiifdj to thf en fr anch i s em e nt of th» eoilyed, to th# cvMncimi of kmmlm^ 
iAdiffeUiugtJbil4«da^i|KKx«sceiad4npasi^^ to th» ajm nt cws f t of th» best 
kmsiiwof ^ ieMi>trygjadta»iilMgi»gtk»s|Jn<t of hnuMeft hsffpiews^ that it be* 
cMoeanitiioalWneiftiadopilbUebleaMoCf tltaikwtabsMnsithepeiiwrful ulijii, 
of which ih^wtttB0ir4epsi«ed» had beo»wiifofad|f eMned imikt paneiiaad pso* 
m^UkKi; «f etMh olyeoiB, that he l u w I d mJ ikmkm eUck dny^ hid 10 Immhusi 
iHie of dia poatflM which, inthe p i u ae n t sttteof this sos Hrpi itcoykt pfliailily hoM 



** UM^mSUifU.-^** AisMfpthiaeMhor fModi^Str, I oHnoi irfuaa te i^Mtf 
. the meknelHlp oo«iol«ii<Ni(if |nyii« ayhimble tHbufte of tit^tn and ^^^eite m the 
memoryof apersoo, of whose rich, cultivated^ utd rnV^^^ ^oMlhrnmrn^^aim 
pnemip and wkD^ Oiqiiiaite taleatf*^^ whose aisdeM seal for ttuth«Mlboot jOst, 
Mdato,.oi4dfcMpaiioi<|ogjo d i nimii '>»»wfaoielisscihlehutehnstaaedeh^ 
dbavo aKy sdHoe islUolih vimo hmI iatiyiiy ifditid hia 000 of the mm 
jjg^ijuAcdiiiwktw of 4iit Booses ope of the brighwii. nrwiMOia of iktfmStmkm 



' nsiof I 

H TW fcil 10M 00 1 of isih o \m§f mmii a ■■ j ooiOwi , ooA oodat 0XL the \ 
ill 1 iiiiWf li aad ososideniasai «€ the eaie, 1 4m% oofe atawirt. tmmtmmi^ Ify 
hemtt Wm4 (Sir 8w Bopriiiy) i«o oe H ahs e iwid , tha>y itf^ the pnaeM lose ^graa^ 
thefbtwrelf grtsMrr fer, hf dl spto i atoi Ihr ahowt ftmrnnik rf hmumwmtOmffM 
|ms been tiken ftoMOa 01 op«M wkfrnh^'mmmak^imMm pii^nw luoMdi ilmi ^ h%h 

> tiatlofts lo Ae ttate^ in olicli> ioihip «s= homtn BuiiVghl coold dlsoiwt,! Mywoiiis inait 
have {Aitied Mm, and a^lch vresid \m^ given iSLliio cosntry iho U ond^slpeotd 
benefits of Ms tare and adaiiiable ^ualiiietr*' 
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dph. Carrying these qualttki inte Us puUac lifi^ be evkiced 
greater moderation ^d forbearance tliaii are Q^m fem4 
in the narrow and comparathrdy nnambitions strifes of $ less 
extended scene. 

<^ He entered parliament at rather an early age^ aad soon 
becan^ not bnly an useful and eonq^cuous man of busmess^ 
but drew more respect to his perwmal diaracter^ and wsa 
regarded by both sides of the Hoose of CoBinK>ns» with 
greater confidence and interei^ than any young member had 
.^traeted, perhaps, rinee the early days of Mn Pitt. This 
wiH appear higher pra^ when it is added^ with truth, that 
IR> man coming into that Nbnse imder. the patronage of a 
whig nobl^nan, conld have acted with greater lUieimUty to» 
wards e)ctended ideas of popular right, with more feimess 
and firmness to the perscns of his c^pponoits^ or wi^ more, 
s^arentlatitttdedfindividnal judgment, onscnneaf themost 



90 much 9t h« hai tubteqaeotly doue, and coald not be silent when such an opportnirifj 
oecurred of pejtng a tribute to bis memory. Whaterer diffeienee of opinkNi th«^ 
ori^t have OB pubtie qoesdofit, he eoiiU suspend thai dHRn^^aco to aimife bis uImw. 
hi» trnhf and bii yinm$* It «M not bis talents alone that were developed ia hia 
eloquence. His eloquence displajed bis hearts tbrooghlt were seen his bi^b-minded 
prebitfy his philanthropy^ hb benefolenoey and all those qualities which not only 
exacted applanse but excited love. It was the mind that appearid Ib speerhn chat ||ii«f 
thaai ehwaeter. He woold not enter into the account of his privste Hfe^ althongbliis 
pfifate virtues were at leuton a level with bis public merits. Amid all the cares ahd 
interesfi of pobfic life, he never lost bb tdHh Ibr domestic eoriety, or bit fttarfuneni 
to bis limily. The last dnoo ihtt be (fit. Q,) co niBssed with hii»> bt m4 •»%m^9i^ 
with pleasttie the arrival of a season of leisure^ when he could spend a abort tiae to 
the bosom of bis family, and amid the endearments of lib frietids. Wlien he looked 
at fats pobfic or private condtut, hb vbtues^ or Iris tsleiNs, ba #oold bv alkmedl so- 
hft wip e d appbuM to wWcb firr othor men ever eMbled themself^.'* 

ImdttmeiUs '' hoped to be esansed for adding a few words to what hadba«u said, 
though be had not the honour of a private acqudotaoea with Mr. Hamer, whom > 
he knew only in tbb ffouse, whsfe they bad abnosc ttmfermly fot^. on 0ffamit 
•idfH Oiieeefy {geat qucstloa. Nonrithitfodiaf these diflefences» be bad ofifo said in 
private, ^^-^t Horner was one of the greatest omamenu of lib coontiy ; and be 
woulfHmw say hi public, thatihe cduntry could not haw eulfered agfsuier Ioss« The 
^^ma of AribaM irthnnd no Mini oC mpifssbg aliei^^ 
00 tbe bongyr due tobb memory ; but it must be cooiolatory to b^s friends to see 
that if k haii been possible to have come to such a vote, it iroald eeitaloly have been ^ 
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trying ocibasionss in all these scenes that have occurred in oar 
recent parliamentary history. 

^^ He took a considerable part in the important finaneial, 
and especially Politico-economical^ deliberations which have 
occupied public attention for the last seven years^ and will be 
long remembered, as having in great part, if not wholly, con- 
striicted the far-famed report of the bullion committee ; of the 
doctrines and recommendations of that production, men's 
opinions differed at the time of its oppeaxsnce, according 
as they %ere led^ by a knowledge of the science, through 
which alone it could be rationally appreciated, by a sense 
of immediate expediency, or by the leanings of the leaders 
of their respective parties. But, considering the circumstances 
under which it was produced, the temper of the times, 
and the extent and varying aspect of those aj^pearaaces and 
ccmditions which it had to reconcile into the shape of general 
principles, I may venture to affirm, that it abounds with 
more accurate evolution of important propositions and first 
truths in the science of political economy^ than any docoment 
ever produced by a legidative body. Indeed, those tvho have 
been accustomed to note carefully the Parliamentary Debates 
idnce 1811, must have perceived that Mr. Homer had abetter 
hold on the principles of that important science,' than any 
Orator of his day. 

'^ As a public speaker, he was not remarkable for the popular 
graces and attractions. If eloquence consists in rousing the 
passions by strong metaphor, in awakening the sympathies by 
studied allusions, or in arresting attention by the saUies of a 
mind rich in peculiar association, Mr. Homer was not elo- 
quent. But, if eloquence be the art of persuading by accan^ 
reasoning,, and a right adjustment of all the parts of a dis^ 
ecMirs^ by the power of a tact which is rather inteUeUudUy 
rights than practically Jine ; Mr. H. was eloquent. He ipcAe 
with the steady calmness of one who sceoi his way onprinc^pkf 
while \ieJtU it simply and immediately through $icbnefy of 
judgment and good conduct i and never seemed to be more ex- 
cited by ins subject, or more carried away in the vehemence. 
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of dd)ate5 than to onaka sueh exerti(Mi9 as left one unifinrm 
impression on the minds o( his hearers, that he 'q[x>ke from 
an honest internal ccmviction, and from a real desire to be 
useliil. 

<^ In private life, he was distinguished by an impressive 
graveness, ifi4ndi would have appeared heavy, had it not been 
observed in permanent conjunction with an easy steadiness of 
conversation, and a simpb'city of manners very far from any 
thing odd, affected, or inelegant. His sense of honour was 
high and decided. His taste for literature, like his taste for 
conduct, was correct. As his acts of friendship or of duty 
were done without effort or finesse, so did he enjoy with 
quietness and relish, those tender and deeply felt domestic 
affections which can sweeten or even adorn, almost any con- 
dition of life. He was one of that powerful band of able and 
distinguished men, with which the Edinburgh Review origin- 
ated, and was known as one of its contributors for several of 
the earlier years of its progress. 

<^ He was not fitted to win popularity, but, his habitual mode- 
ration, his unaffected respect for every thing respectable that 
was opposed to him, and the successful pains which he took 
to inform himself well on the grounds and nature of every 
business in which he bore a part, gained him an influ^ice 
more valuable to a man of judgment, than popularity. In 
short, reckoning forward to the distance of probably a vay 
few years, and to that change in his Majestjr's councils, which 
it was the object of Mr. Homer's political life to accomplish^ 
and under wHich he sincerely believed his country would be 
more free and more secure, than under any other probable 
event; no man seemed more likely to rise to high place and 
influence than himself. 

^^ In a crisis of public affairs like the present, unbiassed and 
upright politicians will admit, that the influence of men like 
him, is peculiarly desirable. And I would receive it as a con* 
solation if any one could be at present named, to fill the space 
which he has left.** 

VOL. II. T 
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To Raeburn, the great Scotch pcnrtrait painter, Mr. Homer 
sat for his picture some years before his demise. No engrar- 
ipg, ve believe, has yet been made basa it: it is a fidthfU 
likeness, and we trust, that the attachment of the snrviTing 
friends of the man, whose loss all seem to de{dore,' will have 
it tHansferred to cc^per, by the burin of some dcSiul <s^ 
graver. 
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No. XIV. 

The Honourable HENRY ERSKINE, 

TWICE LORD ADVOCATE, AND ONCE DEAN OF THE FACULTY OF 
ADVOCATES* 

1 HE house of Buchan has been always distinguished, either 
for the possession of high employments or the display of extra- 
ordinary talents. As a scion of the powerful stock which so 
long possessed the earldom of Mar, it traces its alliances to 
the blood-royal of Scotland, as well as to the ducal stem^ of 
Lenox and Roxburgh, and the noble ones of Morton, Find- 
later, and Da;lhousie. Sir James Stewart, second son of Sir 
James Stewart, the Black Knight of Lorn was the founder of 
this family. John Stuart, son of John Earl of Buchan, having 
been killed at the battle of Musselborough in 1547, his 
daughter Christian, four years after, became a Countess, and 
married Robert Douglas, brother to William the sixth Earl of 
Buchan, who, in her right, enjoyed the honours of that 
house. Their grand-daughter Mary, having formed an alli- 
ance with Sir James Erskine, eldest son of John Earl of 
Mar, the succession to the Earldom of Buchan, which had 
before been in heirs-general, was, hy patent under the great 
seal of Scotland, limited to heirs male. 

So much for the descent of the subject of these memcnrs ; 
and as to the oflSces held by his immediate progenitors, they Were 
Lords High-Stewards, Lords Treasurers, Lords Great-Cham-^ 
berlains of Si^otland, Lords High Commissioners to the Generals 
Assembly, &c., &c„ in succession. In our own time we kare 

T 2 
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behddanEarl of Bachan n^ected indeed, by ministers, and 
nerer sufficiently i^preciated by his own conntrymai, but pos- 
sessing extraordinary genios and talents ; his next sanriving 
brother not only taking the lead, bat selected twice to occupy 
the highest and most honourable office at the Scottish bar; 
while a third and youngest was ennobled in England, and 
became Lord High Chancelk»r of' Grei^ Britain. 

The Honourable Henry Erskine, third son of Henry David 
Earl of Buchan, by Agnes, daughter of ISr James Stewart, 
of Coltnera and Goodtrees, Bart, was bom at Edinburgh, 
on the Ist of November, 1746, O. S. 

His health being originally delicate^ we have been given to 
understand that the early part o( his education was of a do^ 
mestic nature ; a tutor * poissessing considerable talents, haivii^ 
been fer some time resident under the paternal roof, who 
superintended the studies of the three brothers. They after- 
wards repaired to the coll^ <^ .St. Andrew's, which has 
be^i long fiunous for producing celdbrated men ; hence they 
were transferred, first to the umversit{r of Glasgow, and 
secondly to that of Edinburgh. 

As his patrimonial fortune was not laige, a profession be- 
came necessary for Henry, and the bar and the army pre* 
sentkig the only two avenues to fortune, usually trod by the 
sons of great fitmiUes in Scotland, he was early destined for the 
law, while his younger brother, Thomas, at first adopted 
the swf^d, and lastly the gown. 

Their father, Henry-David, the tenth Earl, deceasing in 
1767, the Countess^Dowager, a pious and accomplished wo- 
man, after superintending thdr progress, lived until 1778, 
to enjoy the certainty of beholding her eldest son Ix^ opulent 
and respectable ; while the endearing prospect was already 
opened to the eyes of a fond mother, of contemplating the 
junior branches advancing to eminence at the English and 

* Mr. James BuchaDan of Glaagoir. By bis talents antl hisliuiastry sood fitted Lord 
CardroM (become so by tlie demise of his eldest brother), and the two other sons of the 
last Earl of Bochan^ in succession^ for a neighbouring universitj. 

11 
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SooHidh bai% of whidi,. iiideed, they afterwards became the 
ornaoients. Nor ought due praise to be omitted herei to the 
bead of this distinguidied &mjfy. With a noble and generous 
spirit, the present Earl of Buchan, voluntarily took upcn;i him* 
self the payment of his father's debtSv; and submitted to th^ 
severest privations, merely from a delicate sense of duty^: (at 
no existing law enforced a sacrifice so highly honourable both 
to'his principles and fedings I 

Meanwhile, t^e second brother prosecuted his studies at 
{Edinburgh, attended the Court oi Session, read the Scotch 
and ^foreign jurists, made himself fiuniliar with the cdebrated 
work of his countryman Craig *, relative to a systekn still un?- 
happily prevalent; and thus prepared himsdf to earn an 
honourable competence while a bachdor, aiui su{^rt a family 
with respectability when he fihoukl be inclined to marry. 

Atan early period of life, he was admitted a manber c^the 
&cQlty of Advocates, having then only attained the age of 
twenty-two. This, yAofh exacdy cprrespiMids to /' a call " tQ 
the English bar, took place in 1768, now nearly half a century 
ago I and at a thne,. too, when a :taste fot eloquaice of any 
kind was no^ sufficiently cultivated- in the northern parts of the 
island. The language, which at that period, exhilnted bBt 
fi. very imperfect dialect of the English, was not favourably 
perhaps,, to oratory^ The fatal suspension of trial by jury in 
civil cases, the proceedings by written rathor than oral plead- 
ings, and tbat law, whidi still renders unanimity ii^ crimind 
t^rialS' unnecessary, neaiiy precluded all $top^ for genius an^ 
ability. It became necessary, indeed, to quote all the con^ict» 
Ing opinions in the books,, to be fiMniliar with the barbarous 
Latin, in which the still, more barbarous feudal code is conv» 
prehended, and to obtain a drctmdocutory facility of epeecby 
ip order to spin out the proceedings with .an enormous bmt 
profitable verbosity. The judges, too — many of whom, like 
Monbo^o and Kaimes, were men of singular learning, liberality^ 
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and accomplishments, — must be addressed according to obso^ 
lete forms, and in a whining cadence prescribed by custom ; to 
have trenched on which, would have been unpardonable, in the 
presence of the ^^ Lords of Council and Session," somie of 
wlio'm, at that period, actually claimed the right of dispensing 
with acts of parliament, in virtue of what they affected to call 
the ndbile offvcium I 

It is but little wonder that oratory was at so low an ebb 
fifty years ago, bodi at the bar and the pulpit, although 
it would be uncandid to decide on the latter, by the q>eci- 
mens contained in the fiunous publicaticm called << S<x>td 
Presbyterian Eloqtience displayed/' And yet, judging by the 
effects, it would be un&ir to disallow that John Knox was a 
iiiaster of the human passions, which he videlded to his will, 
by means of the vernacular tongue. It is an unequivocal proof 
of this, indeed, that by the force of his arguments and the 
thunder of his declamations^ he overawed both the Queen and 
the. clergy of the existing establishm^it; that he caused the 
cat£edrails and parish churches to be despoiled of their 
'^* popish ornaments," and that, finally, he establidied the 
standard of a newer and a purer faith, on the smdking ruins of 
the prostrate Church of Rome. 

As the Sc6ttish bar, like the Scottish pulpit, had few or no 
great models to recur to, arts, whidi would assoredly^be coii> 
demned at the present moment, were then practised with ixiq>Q- 
nity.* TThe civil law, which is the foundation of all that is enunent 
in jurisprudence on the northern bank of the Tweed, is not onfy 
imcertain in its foundations, hearings, and illustrations ; it is 
not only ambiguous, equivocal,^ and dilatcny, but it en- 
courages, like the only court governed by its maxims in 
Ekigland, accumulated expence and endless liti^iti(»i. Maay 
admirable improvemaits have been lately enforced, indeed,- by 



* It has been said that the speeches of a certain famous advocate of that dajv wne 
ahrays regulated by circunastances. For a rich client he would sometimes atorm mA. 
rage; and on great occasions (provided his fee was large), would, at a critical momentj 
burst into a flood of tears. 
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ac^ of parliament: but such, or nearly such, was the actual 
state of forensic practice, when Mr. Henry Erskine pre8ente4 
himself in the outer court before the lord ordinary to obtain 
interlocutory judgments, and to creep on by due degrees, and at 
the r^ular and invatjring pace of a smdl, to a final judg- 
ment 

This gentleman possessed polished manners^ an imagin-* 
ation warm and ardent, a judgment! ripe and precocious. At 
an early age, he had cultivated the Muses, and Tefiined hcfdk 
his mind and his language by poetry. These all operated, in 
a certain degree^ to rend^ him a conspicuous charact^, and to 
introduce a certain d^ee of grace and chastity, a diai^ of 
no common magnitude, both in the pleadings and elocution of 
the. courts of justice. 

Another arena^ of a very extraordinary kind soon after pre^ 
sented itself. This was the general assembly of the Kirk of 
Scotland, a representative body, in which botii the clergy and 
the laity, appear annually by deputies fi*om their respective 
synods, and parities, .at Edinburgh. This has been termed 
<^ the best theatre for ddiberative eloquence, to be found in 
Scotland;'* and it was here indeed, that the late indefatigable 
Henry Dundas (Viscount Melville), who left no moment 
of his life unoccupied, either with business or pleasure, first 
prepared himself for the more profitable contentions of the 
senate. It was here also that Henry Erskine, no longer 
trammelled by technical niceties, exhibited the first specimens 
of his oratory. As he possessed a deep sense of religion, 
even in his juvenile years, and was zealously attached firom 
conviction, as well aa education, to the Presbyterian fiuth ; the 
superior exoellenoe cS this system, botli in. respect to tenets 
and discipline^ was always maintained and asserted by him. 
These orthodox sentiments, joined to a due consideration of 
his talents and his lineage, of course rendered him respectable 
in no oHumon d^ee, in the eyes of his colleagues ; and ac- 
cordingly, he was alwap listened to with the greatest defer- 
ence and attention. 

T 4 
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Meanwhiley his practice ener^ased apoce^ ^and his ibiUties 
soon made him sought dAer, boat the shoretcof the Forth) 
to the extremities of Caithness. In addition to this, as k 
always distinguished himself greatly when he undotook to 
rescue innocence figom perseeution; to vindicate the cause of tk 
oppressed^ or to support the claims of the friendless temnt, 
against the encroac^meQts or injustice of his Laird^ he soon 
l)c^came fi very populair advocate* Nor was his opinion us 
hiwyer n^lected;. for no one could ^ve : a ^readier ansmto 
a case, or unravel th^ n^sterious diversit)r of the mimicipil 
law, with fitqperior acuteness and predsicm. 

So early as 1770, we £nd that his poetry breathed som- 
thing of a scorn of prid^ and oppression, as will be seen bm 
the following hitherto unpublished specimen, written attbt 
period. 

I%e Senutivf I^f^ and the Netile, a Fable. 

How ofti neglected and fbrlcMmy 
Do hig^*8prung worth and merit lie. 

While wealth emd power^ though basely born. 
Lift their unworthy heads on h%h. 

How oft are sense and genius bright 

Dienied the po9r reward of praise ; 
How many, modest merit slight. 

While gilded dulness wears the bays. 

His bosom wrung with anguish keen, 
How oft we nieet. the slighted youth, 

On whose pale cheA too wdl is seen 
That wealth preraOs o'er love and, truth. 

Deep-mark'd with scars, sore-worn with toilt 
Low lies the hero's hoary head ; •— 

While striplings share his hard-won spoil, 
HeTpless h& orphans weep for bread. ^ 
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Tie patriot's wyrtbf the pbet's firet. 

And jBci^nce &ix, negliected die;. 
Sweet charity herself expires. 

Nor shuts one grittefttl hand her eye. 

Sweet Philomel thus pours her strain 
Where only ^qho hears the song ; ' - , 

Thus sheds the rose her sweeias in vain 
SoQie stream's untrodden bank afong. 

Ye^ not les^ swe^t. the i»cent or songt 
Though w;a9t9d on the desart air : , 

Though found among the humble throng. 
Truths sense, a^d virtue still are fair., 

Then droop not tbou, whom fate unkind, ' 
Poor and unknown, has doom'd to dwell ; 

The muse thy lone retreat shall find, . 
Shall visit oft thy huno^le c^. 

Nor mourn, ye brave, tbotigh cowards live, 

To wear the laurels won by ypu; 
Here or hereafter. Heaven shall give 

The prize to worth i^id valour due» 

To soothe with hope your humble 3tate, 

To keep alive fair virtue's fires, 
Read (and unmurmuring yield to &te) 

The simple tale the muse inspires. 

Within the garden's sheltered bounds 
The florist's art, the florist's care. 

With every hue bad deck'd the groiuid, , 
Wi^ every «ient perfum'd the air. 

The nipping fi'ost, the driving snow. 
The chilling wind and beating rain, • 

Though deep they faU, and fi^cely bl<^w, 
Theve deal their baleful blasts in vmn. 
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Though Sol his gaual Ta3r denies, 
And mdrn refiise her dew to lend. 

There artificial suns arise, 
Hiere artificial showers descend. 

Within these bowers, full many a flower. 

The native of benigner skies, 
Such as might grace Hesperian bower, 

Or fairy grove, were seen to rise. 

Even flowers, by nature's hand designed. 
Mid savage wilds unknown to ^row. 

Transplanted and by care refin'd. 

Were taught both fair and sweet to blow. 

Just such a fostering power is thine» 
And virtue such dost thou bestow. 

Oh, education, source divine. 
From which truth, worth, and wisdom flow. 

Yet midst these beds, full many a weed. 
In spite of care would oflen spring ; 

For thoughtless zephyr bore the seed. 
And dropt it from his wanton wmg. 

And many a fair and fragrant flower, 
Fall'n from the sower's careless hand, 

Spite of the sweetly-fostering shower, 
Died on the waste and barren sand. 

So many a heart of fire sublime, 

Unknown, and friendless, lives and dies, 

While meaner souls, by fortune, cHmb 
The heights where fame's proud turrets rise. 

On the hardf bleak, and barren mould 
The plant for soh sensation known, 

'Twas thus the tale a florist told, 
Was dropt unshelter'd and aloncv 
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From the rude wind and dashing rain» 
Instinctive shrunk its tender leaf, 

Eor shelter while it sought in vain» 
Low hung its head in silent grief. 

Its humble plight and look forlorn^ 

Soon caught a neighbouring nettle's eyes, 

That lately, on the light breeze borne, 
Midst Floral favourites dar'd to rise. 

There fixed its root the worthless seed, * 
And, bf the florist long unseen, 

Thriving it grew; for evil weed 
Full quick and strongly springs I weeti. 

* Avaunt !' th' ungenerous upstart cried, 
' Nor taint with sighs the balmy air, 

* That fans the garden's flowery pride, 

* Where I am fairest of the fair. 

* In vain, of destiny severe^ 

* Or, envying me, of fate complain; 

* Justly it arm'd and placed me here» 

' And justly iht^ bids me remain.' 

Thus spoke the nettle, proud and sour. 
While zephyr sigh'd along the beds ; 

A tear stood bright on every flow'r, 
And pity bow'd their lovely heads. 

< Proud weed,' the gentle sufierer said, 

' That look'st on humble worth with scorn, 

* Thy malice shall behold me dead^ 
' Ere jojrful dawns another mom. 

< Yet know, though thus I early fallf 

< No hidden crimes have work'd my fate<. 
' 'Tis fortune, blind alike to dl, - 

< That ruins me> and makes thee great. 
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' Canst thou behold yoa ruin'd mound, 
^ Where all thy noxioi^ kindred grow^y 

* Yet dare the gentle heart to wound. 

* Andproudly scoff at honest woe. 

* WhUe I, whose worth Jet others tell, 

' My feeling form who fondly rear, 
* My rising rage wilii pity quell, 

* Foresee ^% end, and drop a tear. 

' The glorious orby whose genial ray 
' Caird into life thy boasted form, 
< Low in the dust thy pride can lay, 

* And save my weakness from the storm.' 

He spoke : The sun was gliding low, 

And damps hung heavy in the air, 
The florist 'gan his rounds to go, 

To guard from hiu*m his flowery care. 

With scorn, the nettle's worthless root, 
From its warm seat, he instant tore. 
And in its place the sufferer put, 
, Ne'er to know pain or sorrow more.'^ 

The following jeu d^ esprit^ was written exactly thirty years 
after, on perusing the first production of the author oi LaUa 
Bookh: 

Impromptu on reading Moore^s Anacrem. 

^* Oh ! mourn not for Anacreon dead «— 
Oh i weep not for Anacreon fled — 
The lyre still breather he touched before, . 
For we baye one Anacreon Moore.'* 

The period had now arrived when Mr. Erskine thought 
proper to becoiAe a married man ; but this he did not attempt 
m^til he deemed his independence secured. His first wife was 
Christina, the only daughter of George Fullarton, Esq<^ Col- 
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lector of theiCust<»ns at Leith ; and by this lady he had thre^ 
dai^htei^ /Elizabeth-Frances, who died young; EUidDeth- 
Cromptoiv aifterWards Mrs. Callender; and Henrietta, now 
Mrs, Smith; together with two sons, Henry* and George.-— 
Although the lady, who was an heiress, brought Him a hand- 
some fortune ; yet this circumstance did not tend to relax his 
industry ; but, on tbe contrary, the sight of an increasing &• 
mily contributed not a little tp increase his assiduity, and ren- 
der him more careful and attentive than before. 

We have aheady contemplated Mr. Erskine in the character 
of a lawyer, and a poet; but it still remains for us to consider 
him as a politidan. George Buchanan, the preceptor of 
James VI. in his famous tract, " De Jure regni apud Scotos,*' 
affects to consider his native country as a repubUc ! and he 
lays down rules, in the first place, for checking any small de- 
viation on the side of ari3itrary power ; and in the next, for pu- 
nishing any gross assumption on the part of the executive.-— 
Notwithstandmg this, it i& evident from history, that the kings 
of Scotland, in th^ ordinary exercise of the prerogative, were 
for many ages omnipotent, both in Parliament and die in-^ 
ferior courts. Iri the reign o£ Charles II., however, the op- 
pressiom of the Duke of Lauderdale, and others, Vere so notof 
rious, even in matters of conscience, that a sullen and settled 
opposition took place, and a love of religious and civil liberty, 
which had first evinced itsdf in the time of Mary, and was 
fostered by the masculine and audacious spirit of the great 
Scotch reformer, burst out at the Revolution, in the southern 
counties, when WiUiam III. assumed the throne of both king- 
doms. It has even been said that the word whig fwkigganj 
is indebted for its origin to the covenanters in the west of Scot- 
land ; but the principle made but l\ttle progress in the northern 
parts of the United Kingdoni, until th^ battle of Culloden in 
1745, put an end to ^ the hopes and pretensions of theiiouse 
<rf Stewart. 

* Mr. Heorj Enkine, the prttumptive heir to the Etrldom of BuchaD, in I8ll» 
married the eldest daughter of the Ute Sir Charles Shipley. 
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' Mr. Henry Erskine^ like his elder brother, wasfa wfaag, and 
that too at a penqd, when it was scarcely possible to avQwit 
^ith imponityy " in the gade auld toune of Edinborough P— 
^he members of this distinguished family, however, boldly as- 
serted their right to a freedom of thought and of discusdpn ; and 
openly stigmatised* the American war, as hostile both in its 
origin and progress, to the constitution. At the conclusioD 
of that coQtest, the. merits of the subject of this memoir were 
npt forgotten ; indeed it would have been impossible, to have 
overlook^ them: for he was now, if not die very first, yet 
in the foremost rank at the Scotch bar; and in short,, almost 
the only constitutiopal lawyer of any distinguished tal^its there. 
Accordingly, when Lord North, (afterwards Earl of Guilford,) 
was rd.uQtantly driven from power, and the Rockin^iam ad- 
ministration came into place, the office of Lord- Advocate 'of 
^Scotland, a post far more important than that of Attorney- 
General in England, was conferred on Mr. Henry Erskine. — 
,This occurred in 1802, after which he was immediately nomi- 
nated a member of Parliament. But his opportunities to sup- 
port the new administration were few, on account of its 
ephemeral existence. On its retreat he was immediately strip- 
ped of his o^cial dignity, without any manner of ceremony 
whatsoever, and his place instantly supplied, by a new candi- 
date for office, whose pi*inciples were doubtless more pliant, as 
well as mc^ conformable to the wishes of the minister. Twelve 
years pertmadotts retention of power on the part of Mr. Pitt, 
who has been deemed by some, an eloquent rather than either 
a great or a successful minister, precluded all hope of rein- 
statement, or advancement, on the part of a man, who al- 
ways exhibited an. unvarying uniformity to his principles; — 
One luMdourable and independent station, however, became the 
object of a laudable ambition ; it was indeed unaccompanied by 
any emoluments whatsoever, but on the otho- hand, it had 
been occupied and adorned by the greatest and most distin- 
guished practitioners at the Scottish bar. This was die office 
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of Dean of t^e Faculty of Advocates, «to which all the membars 
are entitled to elect, and which was now obtained in a manner 
honourable to both parties. 

Yet even this distinction was at length envied the possessor; 
and, as if to mortify both himself and his party, an active can- 
vas took place, a new candidate presented, himself; and a 
majority of this great juridical corporation, .influenced by the 
open smiles of power, seemed to be as eager to depose, as they 
had been before anxious to appomt him. 

In 1806, when Mr. Fox again returned to office,, over- 
whelmed by disease rather than by years, Mr. Thomas 
Erskine was nominated Lord Chancellor, and his brother 
Henry once more became Lord Advocate. On this occasion 
he was returned member for a district of Burghs* ^ in the last 
session of the second Imperial Parliament, which met Jan. 21, 
1806, in the room of Major Dalrymple, who accepted of the 
Chiltern Hundreds to make way for him. On the dissolut^n^ 
which soon after ensued, he w;as re-elected without opposition. 
This, however, like the former Whig administration, at the 
dose of the American war, was not suffered to continue long 
in power; and on its dismission, Mr. H. Erskine, found his 
seat in Parliament supplied at the next dissolution by Sir J,H. 
Maxwell, Bart. 

It was thus, that although twice Lord Advocate^ he did not 
remain in office above two years and a hal^ during the .course 
x}{ a k>ng life ; and accordingly had a glimpse rather than a 
full possession of power. It can never be said, however, that 
he abused his high station by any undue exertion of power ; 
or disgraced himself by an equivocal assumption of prerogative. 
The claims of this great officer of state have now become 
happily obsolete; in remote times, he exercised a degree of 
authority utterly incompatible with a free government; and 
even in our own days, a parliamentary enquiry disclosed such 
a flagriint act of injustice, ^ in a remote county, that even the 

* Pumfriea^ Kircudbright^ Sanquhar, Antn, and Lochmaben. 
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shield of power could not shelter, die perpetrator from weU- 
merited reproach. 

At length, Mr. Erskine's constitution b^an to give n^y ta 
the pressure of disease; and his good sense wisely induced 
him, on this occasion, to withdraw from the bar. Thk oo 
curred in 1812, and the five remaining years of his Ufe were 
chequered, or rather consumed by maladies of various kinds. 
On this occasion, he ^occasionally had recourse to travd, 
and came to England, where he resided for some time. At 
other periods he frequented the watering and sea-bathing places, 
but without finding relief. Medical aid having also proved 
unavailing, at length his amiable and unhappy wife"^ and fiunily 
were reluctantly forced to despair of his recovery. ITieir fisars 
, proved but too true, for he died at his country seat, in West 
Lothian, on the 8th of October, 1817, when he had nearly 
completed the 71st year of his age. 

In his person, Mr. Henry Erskine was tall and genteel; in 
point of height, he surpassed botii his brothers ; and in the 
first bloom of youth was considered handsome in nd common 
degree. Although a man of great gaiety, his habits were for- 
tunately, both for himself and family, of a domestic nature. 
Even in the early part of his life he was temperate; and in the 
latter part abstemious. It has been observed of men of wit in 
general, that they delight and fascinate evpry where but at 
home ; •"— • yet at home^ he was ever most pleasant ; and although 
he denied himself the enjoyment of all expensive pleasures, 
yet, so ficr as his means extended, he was ever indulgent to 
those around him. 

Mr. Erskine was always addicted to a country life. He 
talked of cultivating his lands at Ammondellf, with delight; 
and when in London, we have heard him indulge in the rap- 
turous hope of returning to gather in his harvest ! When he 

• His former 1»dyiiaving<lied J Id 1804^ be afterwards niarricd Mm. TunbuiU for- 
uierly Miu Munro. 

f This originally formed part of the patriibonial estate, and was tranaferred to hb 
second brother, by the present £arl, about the year l79$,to aerre as a retreat from the 
&tigues of business, during the vacation. 
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vithdrew from j^actice, he accordingly spiemt the greater part 
of hit life ia this rural retreat. He had constructed a beaud^i' 
ful little vilk and created the scai^y around it, in strict con** 
formity to his own taste; and in employments such as these 
passed the remainder of his . life. This was a most fortunate 
circumstance ; for a great man in retirement is generally the 
unhappiest animal in the creaticHi. 

He was fond of wit, and enjoyed a good joke better than 
ajiy man; nay, he would, not disdain even a pun^ either in 
verse* or in prose. No one exhibited, either in his person or 
practice^ a greater porticm of the social affections; and suck 
was the happy texture of his temper, and the indeseribable 
buoyancy of his spirits, that disease itself could neither subdue 
the constancy of his^mind, nor entirely deprive him ot that play- 
ful gaiety for which he was so eminently distinguished. 

It is no small proof of the general respect preval^it at this 
moment, for the memory of this amiable gentleman, that hi& 
virtues and talents have already be^i commemorated by three 
distinguished persons. The Earl of Buchan, unable ta afford 
vent for the extremity of his fraternal grief, in his own lan- 
guage, has had recourse to thf^ c^ Cicero : 

'^ Mihi quidetn fraier meus^ quanquam nunc ereptus^ vivetj 
tamen^ semperque vivet : virhitem enim amavi iUimJratrisy qtue 
extincta non est. Nee mihi soli versatur ante oculoSf qui illam^ 
semper in jnanibus habeoy sed etiam posteris erit clara et in^ 



^^ Equidem ex omnibus rebus^ quas mihi aidfortwia aut natura 
tribuitj nihil habui^ quod cum amicitia fraJtris mei passim com^ 
parare^ 

The following observations have been attributed to Ml*. 
Jefiferies, an advocate, and a man of letters, of no small dis-* 
tinction: 

• EPIGRAM. 

*' On that high bench where Kenyon holds hit aeat* * 

Eogland may boa$t that Truth and Justice meet : 
But in a northern court, where Vride commands the chair, 
' Oppression holds the scales^ and. Judgi)i|eitt*floet in ^^/" 
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^ With ft nund tint was ufpeanx to fiesr sad inc a p ft Me of 
oomqitian, regulated 1^ Qnderiatii^ {MiDcqdes of integritj 
and mufbrmity, derated in adversity as in prospenty^ neither 
tnbdqed by pleaaore into efienanacj^ nor sank into dgecdon 
bjdistreai; — in no situation of his life was he ashamed ot 
afiraid of disdiarging hjs dnly» but oonstent to the God whom 
he worsbq^ped^ he evinced his confidoncQ in the frith he pro» 
fessedy ly his actions: to his friends he w9&fidti^vL, to his 
epemies gpurcus^ ever ready to sacrifice his little private in- 
terests and pleasures to what he conceived to be the public 
wd&re, or to the diMiiestic fididty <^ those around him. In 
the words <^ an doquei^ writer he was *■ a man to choose fxx 
a m^ferioTy to trust as 2k friend, and to love as a broAer .*' the 
ardency of his efforts to {nromote the happiness of bis fdlow- 
creatnres^ was a prominent featiffe in his character; his veiy 
fiuilts had their orighi in the excessive confidence of tooliberd 
a ^irit, the undrcumscnbed beneficence of too warm a heart 
It has been remarked of a distinguished actor, that he was less 
to be envied whilst receiving the meed of universal apfdause, 
than at the head €ii hk own table: the observad^ may 
justly be i^lied to Mr. Erskine. In no q;>here was the 
lusti;e of his talents mcnre conspicuous, while the unaflec^ted 
grace and soavily of his manners, the baievolent smile that 
jHumiped }m intel%ent countenance in die exeicke oi the 
ho^italities of the social board, rendered indeed a meeting^ at 
bis house ^ a Iea4st of reason, and a flowof souL' In penscm 
Mr. Erskine was above the laiddle size, well proportioned 
bul slender ; bis features were all character and most strikingly 
^iquressive of the rare qualities of his mind. In early life his 
carriage was remarkably gracefid — dignified and impressive 
as. occasion required it; in manner he was g^de^ playful, and 
unassuming, and so persuasive was his address, thathe never 
felled to attract attention, and by the spell of irresistible fes- 
pination to fi^, and eu^haia it. His voice was powerfiil and 
pielodious, his enuncia^dpn uncommonly accurate and distinct, 
and there was a peculiai? grace in his utterance which enhanced 
the value of all Jie soiid, ai^d engraved the rememln'anoe of it 
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indelibly on the minds of Ids hearen^. For many years of bis 
life, Mr. Erskine had been the victim of ill health, but the 
native sweetness of his temper remained miclouded, and during 
the painfully protracted sufferings of his last illness, the lan- 
guage of complaint was never heard to escape his lips, .nor 
the shadow of discontent seen to cloud his coimtenance ! 
< Nothing in his life became him, like the leaving it,' be 
looked patiently forward to the termination of his painful ex- 
istence, and received with* mild complacency the intelligence 
of his danger, while the ease and happiness of those, whose 
felicity through life had been his primary consideration, were 
never absent from his thoughts. It is said, that Swifl, after 
haying written that celebrated satire on mankind, Gulliver's 
Travels, exclaimed whilst meditating on the rare virtues of his 
friend Arbuthnot. " Oh ! were there ten Arbuthnots in the 
world, I would bum my bo<A.'* -*- It is difficult to contem- 
{date such a character as Mr. Erskine's widiout a sunilat* sen- 
timent, without feeling, that were there many Erskines, one 
should learn to think better of mankind. The general voice 
placed him, while living, high among the illustrious^characters 
of the present age ; may the humble memorial the author is 
giving to the public, preserve his name unbleomi^ed by inis- 
representfttion, till some more equal pen shall hand it down 
to posterity, as a bright exaznfde of ^hsBt great useBilneift t%^ 
traordinary talents may prove to society, when tmder the 
direction of sound judgment^ intom^bte int^rity, and ^n^ 
larged philanthrc^." 

It is not a little sijngular, that it is doajbtfiil at this moment 
whether a good portrait of Mr. Htenry Erskine actually exiits i 
but the chisel of Tumerdii hi» happily supplied this omission^ 
and it is to be hoped, that as the noble libraly of tiie FVieul^of 
AdviKsateft at Edmburgh is to bt graced with a bust of Mr« 
Homer, that a due tribute to the memory of their worthy and 
lamented dean will not be forgotten. 
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No. XV- 



The Right Honourable 
GEORGE WILLIAM EVELYN, Earl of ROTHES. 



ONE OF THE SIXTEEN REPRESENTATIVE PEERS OF SCOTLANI>, 
AND COLONEL OF THE SURREY YEOMANRY. 



Xhe Leslies, now nearly at the head of the E^ls in the 
Scotdi^ Peerage, are of a very ancient femily and high 
deso^it.' 'They were (rf foreign origin, and the first of * that 
name in Great Britain, was Bartholdus Lesley, one of the 
Hungarian Magnates^ who in the year 1086, attended Miu'garet 
Atheling, the wife of King Malcolm Canmore, into ScoUand. 
There his merits, in addition to his sendees to that princess, 
were, deemed so cbiisiderable, that King M^eolm gave him his 
own sister in marriage : and besides many large possessions, 
made him -Governor of Edinburgh Gastle, a place which, 
under, his mtanaganent, became of the highest conseqil^ice to 
the reigning family ; for he is said to have fortified it, few the 
fiirst time, according to the roles of ait which he had learned 
abroad. 

From him descended George Leslie, created Lord Leslie, 
Earl of Rothes, by James II. in 1457. 
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' We learn from another source, that Bartholomew de Leslyn, 
pofisesfied the barony of Leslyn, in Aberdeenshire, so early 
as 1165 ; and that his descendant George, was honoured with 
the earldom alluded to above ; but* that the precise date is un- 
certain, being between the years 1 455 and 1 459. William the 
third Earl lost his life at the fatal battle of Flodden field ; and 
his eldest son George appears to have been one of those 
zealous reformers, who, in 1546, seized on the castle of Car- 
dinal Beaton at St. Andrew's, "and," says Robertson, " de^ 
livered their CQuntry, though by a most unjustifiable action, 
fxom an ambitious man, whose pride was insupportable to the 
nobles, as his cruelty and cunning were the great checks to 
the Reformation/' 

The fourth Earl of Rothes attended Queen Mary to 
France, in order to be espoused by the Dauphin; John, 
the sixth Earl, joined the Covenanters; but being one of 
the deputies from Scodand to Charles I., tlien in capti- 
vity, was gained over, according to Burnet, by the hopes 
of marrying the " Countess of Devonshire, a rich and mag- 
nific«it lady." 

His son John fought for Charles II. at Worcester, and ' 
returned with the King afler his exile. His favour now 
became preponderant at court, for he was Lord High Trea- 
surer, Lord Keeper of the Great Seal, Lord Chancellor, 
&c. Dr. Burnet says, " the King loved him, though it 
was a very extravagant thing to see one man possess so 
many of the chief places of so poor a Jcingdbm." In 
] 680, he was created Duke of Rothes, Marquis of Ballin- 
briech and Cuskieb^rie ; but as his Grace died without male 
issue, the patent, in consequence of the limitations, expired 
with himself. 

Margaret, the eldest daughter, having married Charlea 
Hamilton, the fifth Earl of Haddington, their son John be- 
came the eighth Earl of Rothes. On the accession of George I. 
he was appointed Lord High Admiral of Scodand, and died 
in 1722. John, the ninth Earl, was a Lieutenant-Qen^ral, 
and had a Tegiment of guards, and his only son Jotm^ ^y^^> 
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George William Evelyn Leslie, the eleventh Earl of Rpdiies 
was the son of George Raymond Evelyn, Esq., by Jane dizft- 
beth Countess of Rothes. He was bom Ms^rch 28, 1 TSS, and 
after receiving the usual education, settled in England, wfa^re 
be married t^vdce. His first wife was L<ady Hesirietta Anna 
Pelham, eldest daughter of Thomas Earl of Chid^ester ; with 
this lady, to whom he became united May 24, 1789, he had 
no male issue; there were, however, three dai^ters, viz. Hen>- 
riettap-Anne, Amelia *, and Mary. The Countess dymg <hi 
December 5th, 1797, in August 1798, his lordslup espoused 
Charlotte-Julia, daughter of Colonel John Campbdl, of 
Dunoon, and here again there were no male children, but 
two females, Elizabeth-Jane, and Georgians, the lattar of 
wh<Hn is since (kad. 

In 1810, the Earl of Rothes succeeded to the titles, and 
some estates still vested in the family, among which is the 
Seignory of Rothes, a lordship on the banks of the Spey, a 
few miles distant from Elgin in the county of Moray. His 

' lordship, however, never lived in Scotland, having resided for 
many years in th^ county of Surrey. 

As he possessed but a small patrimcHiy, the Earl was assisted 
by means of a pension from the crown, which ceased at his 
demise. He was extremely loyal, and was the first to move 
addresses of coligratulation, &;c. H^s lordship also commanded 
the yeomanry cavalry in the vicinity of Wimbledon, Wands- 
worth, &c., for many years. 

His eldest daughter. Lady Henrietta, now Countess of Rodies, 
married a person of the name of Jenkins, who afterwards k^t 
a botanical garden in the New Road, near Paddington, by 

whom she has several children, and witli whom she appears to 

be haj^y. Her conduct has been strictly modesty prudent, and 

exemplary. 

* Laflj Amelia LeiUe died at Lopg-Ditton, soon after the denite of her father 
ablate fiarl, . . 
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The death of her father, the late Earl, was sudden if not sin- 
gular : having been taken ill while on horseback, not on a 
journey, but while enjojdng a ride, and carried to the house of 
H. Petei;s, Esq., of Betchworth Castle^ where he expired Fe* 
bruary 10th, 1817. 

As a legislator, the Earl of Rothes was not prominent ; he, 
however, in his character of one of the sixteen peers of Scot- 
land, seco]:^ded the dutiful and respectful address which was 
moved at the opening of the present parliament, and acquitted 
himself with a consideraUe share of ability, on that ocoosion. 
His demise is supposed to have arisen from the bursting of a 
Uoodvessd. 
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No. XVI. 
CHARLES COMBi; M. D. F. R. IS- and A, S. 

1 HIS gentleman was a native of London, having heeaa. bom 
in that great city on the 23d of September 1743. HKs father, 
an eminent and wealthy apothecary in Southampton -Street^ 
Bloomsbury, determined to give him a good education, and 
doubtless had the profession of medicine in his view, from the 
very first He was accordingly sent to Harrow school, of 
which Dr. Thackeray was then head master. There his con- 
temporaries were of no vulgar kind ; for besides several others 
of some note, he reckoned among his friends and playfellows, 
the present Dr. Parr, who afterwards became one of the in- 
structors in that seminary, of which he has been always con- 
sidered both as the ornament and the pride. With the late 
Sir William Jones, who went to India in the obscure situation 
of a puisne Judge, a post utta*ly unworthy of his great talents 
fuid acquirements, he was particularly intimate ; he admired his 
rare and singular merits ; he cultivated his valuable and lasting 
friendship ; he was privy to all his plans, and he preserved a 
continued and uninterrupted intercourse with him, until his 
dqiarture for Bengal, where he expired, a prey to one of the 
many diseases of that climate. 

Meanwhile, on leaving Harrow, Mr. Combe returned to 
his father's house, and under the paternal roof, applied him- 
self both to the study and practice of the healing art. His 
knowledge of the learned languages furnished a key to the 
theory ; the lectures of professional men, conveyed an idea rf 
the present state of medicine; while the hospitals afibrded an 
insight into new and uncommon cases. In 1768, when .he 
was only twenty-five yeariT of age, in consequence of the demise 
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of Ms father, John, he succeeded to his practice, and confined 
himself for a considerable time^ exactly to the same line. 

In the course of the next year,, he married Miss Taylor^ 
by whom he has two surviring children, out of four^ who were 
bom in consequence of this imion, which lasted during the long 
period of thirty years ; that lady died in 1799. 

As Mr. Combe was known to be a man, who to an excel- 
lent education superadded considerable talents, and an un- 
blemished character, his company and conversation wiere 
greatly courted. Nor was he averse to such distinctions. «« 
men of learning usually aspire to; for so early as 1771, he 
became a member of the Society of Antiquaries ; and in the 
course of five years more, was nominated a fellow of the 
Royal Society. 

It was not until the year 1788, however, that he attained to 
any professional eminence. As he had not been educated at 
an English University, he could not obtain a degree, either at 
Oxford or Cambridge ; ^his firiends therefore applied in his 
name to Glasgow ; and his certificate was so respectably signed, 
and his respectability so well established, that no difficultjF 
whatsoever was found in conferring the title of M. D. As this, 
however, did not oititle him to practise either in London, or 
seiren miles around the metropolis, he applied to the Coll^;e 
of Physicians, offered to submit to an examination, and wws 
accoi^dingly nominated a "licentiate," without. any obstacle* 
His habits and practice pointed at the lucrative and respepr 
table station of an accouchet^, which had procui*ed. such aq 
immense accession of opulence to his friend, the. late X>r. 
William Hunter. This gentleman like himsdf, had advanced 
fi*om the very bottom of the profession, and obtained the 
doctorate at the University of Glasgow, after he had arrived at 
a mature age. The career of the former, however, -althoik^ 
less brilliant, was respectable; jind he became, first, Physician 
in Ordinary, and then Physician Extraordinary to the Britidi 
Lying-in-Hospital, in Brownlow Street. His private practice 
was also both considei^ble, and advantageous; and had it not 
been for hii^ Uterary, and sdentifie {Pursuits, which we^renow 
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«boat to etmmerttibei tlidre oaa be no doubt> but he woald 
have obtained, perfaape the very first eminence in nddwSSary. 

While at Harrow, Dr.Coombe had exhibited a marked 
attachment for classical attainments, and dassacal investiga* 
tion : indeed, it was impossible for the sdiool-^k)w of a Jones 
and a Parr, to remain devoid c£ a taste of diis kind. Tlie 
French, with less learning, pef haps^ have cultivated medaUic 
hi^ory, more than the English, and the fine iHronzes struck 
during the reign of Louis XVL, notwithstanding the poverty 
of the subjects whidi they cdebrate, and the bambastk nvture 
of their inscriptionB, have not a Utile contributed to forin, or 
at least, to encourage this pursuit, which is connected in no 
small d^ee with thieir national glory. 

Dr. Charles Combe, possessed a similar taste^ but it was 
of a &r more chaste and dassical description. The study of 
ancient medals, as connected with ancient manners, and an- 
cient hbtory, was a career then open$ and indeed, new to the 
modem antiquary in this country. His early essays proved 
saocessfid to a certain degree, for they in the first place tended 
not a little to diffiiBe his reputation, and in the next, intro- 
duced him to the notice of the late Dr. William Hunter, with 
whom he was connected by the ties of an uninterrupted fiiend- 
sh^ during the long space of twenty-five years ; and which 
was at last only dinolved by the death <^one of the parties. 

Tills great anatomist, and man^nidwife^ without beings 
perhaps, a very teamed man^ in the strict sense of that term, 
possessed a noble passion for at once distinguishing himsd^ 
and creating an unrivalled mmeum for the sendee of posterity. 
Aa he had not any children, and possessed an immense 
annual revenue^ the Dr. first formed a splendid anatomical cc4- 
lection, at his house in Windmill Street, which was commeiK«d, 
peritaps with a view to the accommodation of the numerous 
students firom all countries, who crowded to his lectures^ His 
views were next extended to natural histoiy, including the 
finest specimens of riiellsi minerals, crystals, corals, &c. 
As his fortune encreased, so did his plans enlarge; for his 
ifwrtments were soon after lined with a magnificent diqilaj of 
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books, which actually formed a literary desideraiwn^ as they 
conttiaed a treasure of Greek and Rc»nan learning. But 
his. assemblage of Greek and Roman cdns, in the ^quisition 
of which) both at home and abroad, no expence was spared, 
soon hid defiance to competition in this island; and at length 
rii^Ued the best cahinets of certain continental soverdgns, 
the entijre revalues of whose subjects, are at their sole disposal. 
So princdy a collectian of medals, had never before been 
purchased by any sin^ collector, however rich or ainbhiou% 
as by thi& one EngUsh physician, during a period of about 
twenty-six years; and his cabinet eminently excelled in its 
Irare series of the coins of the Grecian Kings. 

It was in this cabinet, that Dr. Combe immured himaeli^ 
almost daily, during many hours; but it was towards the 
B(»nan history, in which he was doubtless a considerable pro- ' 
ficient, that he now directed his views. The Caesars in par- 
ticular, designated oa large brass, had long attracted his at* 
tention, and he was ambitious to write dissertations on all 
these medals ; but his labours, which commenced with the 
usurper Julius, extended no further than the tyrant Domitian. 
The title of this work, as well as its date, will be found in the 
subjoined catalogue; it was dedicated to the Marquis of . 
Bockingham, then in the height of his reputation: ^^ mag* 
num^ et venerabile nomen gentibm.*^ 

. After an interval of eight or nine years, Dr: Combe pub- 
lished the medallic history of the free cities of Greece; and 
so rare. aod> so rich was the collection whence he derived hkr 
materials, that on this Occasion, there appeared no fewer than 
«ixty-five plates of inedited coins. 

These two works served merely as specimens of this cele- 
brated cabinet ; and foreigners now, for the first time^ began 
to turn their eyes to Britain, as a country peculiarly favoured 
ipi respect to numismatic riches. Eckhel, who then si^r- 
intended the fine caUnet of medals at Vienna, collected during 
a series of years by such fortunate members of the House of 
Austria, as had attained to the imperial purple, paid many well 
merited compliments to the 'subject of this memoir on the 
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present occasion » and he terms this a great and illustrious 
undertakihgy in his work on ancient coins."* 

It was the intention of Dr. Combe, to have extended his 
description to the whole of the precious contents of this rare 
assemblage ; but the death of Dr. Hunter, in the course of 
tl» succeeding year f , after the publication of Part II, pre- 
doded his further labours. At his demise, however, he found 
himself named in conjunction lyith Dr. David Pitcairh, and 
Dr. Qeoi^e Fordyce^ his executors, and to these gentlemen, 
together with his nephew Dr. Bailie, whose name was as 
yet haixUy known, were left the sole use and enjoyment of his 
whole cabinet, during the space of thirty years. It is* no less 
wcmderftd than true, that all these gentlemen either lived 
nearly to, or have survived that remote period, distiint a^ it . 
'then appeared I According to the will of the Doctor, it was 
then by a special clause, bequeathed in perpetuity to the 
University of Glasgow, which had conferred on him the 
degree of M. D. 

After a long interval, Dr. Combe resumed his classiod 
labours, which had now taken a different direction. Having 
formed a literary association, with his old school-fellow Dr. 
Parr, and the Rev. Henry Homer, M. A. of Emanuel Col- 
lege, Cambridge, it was determined to publish an elegant 
edition of Horace cum notis varionmu The Text of Gresner, 
the Index of Treter, and the best notes of the best Commen- 
tatco^s, were all to be adopted; while the seven valuable ma- 
nuscripts in the British Museum, were at the same time to 

* ** IlKiitre hoc opus coniinet partem tiiesauri numismatici qoeiA Hnntcms artift 
anatomicse xvo suo facile princepe coemptis ingenti sumptu plurimis museis, qaat in 
prooemio reoensentur, ad prodigium auxlt. 

<< NuDimorum catalogus a Corobio eittdite, iotide, ct adcurate contextHs est, luljcctis a.l 
calcem ratiorum aut anecdotorum copiosis tabiilis aeneis. Ut thesauri hujus incredibika 
copias et praestantiam non possumus satis adoairari, ita dolemus, una cum Huntero ex- 
eptrasse quoque speni nobi& in eodem prooemio ostentatam, fore ut, quo coeptnm est» 
loori lucem etiam' videant classes aliae, videlicet numi peregrina.tingiia inacriptiy nuiBwi 
regiyn, numrai imperatorum in coloniis et Grsecis urbibus cuii, nummi Romanorum, 
ioediti, n«mmi Saxonici et Anglici. Sed haec credo nostra vota pridem abstalere venti^ 
fM tantum dasideriis nobis relictis." Doct. fium. Vet. p. clxx. 

f Go March ao, 1783. 
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be recurred to, both for the various readit^s, m well as 
iUustration. 

But Dr. Parr, the Atlas of this great undertaking, is said 
to have declined, in consequence of which the labour at first 
chiefly devolved on Mr. Homer, who is said to have been a 
most accurate editor of editions of the prose classics, but l^ss 
fitted for an undertaking like the present. Yet, such was the 
^conscientious diligence exerted by this gentleman to fulfil his 
engagements with the public ; and such the vexation and dis« 
appointment incurred by him in the course of his efforts, that 
his health yielded beneath the pressure, and even life itself is 
said to have been actually shortened on this very account. 

On the demise of his coadjutor, the remainder of the first 
volume, and the whole of the second, were prq>ared for and 
conducted through the press solely by Dr. Combe, who oil 
this occasion unluckily invoked no other aid or assistance. It 
was published in 1793, and dedicated to the vaierable Earl of 
Mansfield, an engraving of whose portrait is prefixed. 

It is greatly to be lamented, that Dr. Parr was unable ta 
fulfil his original engagement : for many obvious blunders in 
the Greek quotations in the notes, would have been instantly 
rectified. These soon caught his eagle eye, and in an able 
review, which appeared in the British Critic, experienced all 
the severity of his animadversion. His pen, like the spear of 
Abdiel, readily pointed them out; and thus the conjoint 
labours of a Homer and a Combe were scattered in the dust. 
It must be allowed, however, that the work in question dis^ 
played a most magnificent specimen of British typograph}^ 
while the Index is allowed by all to be the best, most copious, 
and most correct extant. 

Br. Combe instantly replied to the Critic, in a pamphlet; 
which was answered by another: thus a paper war cotn- 
menced, and was carried on for some time between two old 
friends and school-fellows, to the entire gratification of the 
enemies, and the sincere sorrow of the friends of both parties. 

After this, Dr. Cpmb^ oi^e more engaged himself in me-^ 
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dallic fmrsuiis*; and the fine coUection of nnmkanalae treOf- 
6ure at die British Museum, furnished ample opportmi^ to 
indulge his ruling passion. He had lived for some time in 
Bloomsbury-square, whence be removed to Vernoa^placei 
where he died on March 18, 1817, in the 74th year of his age. 

♦ When the celebrated Mr. Howard, had endeared himself to all the world, by the 
gflBOBDils saoriiec of b«ilh Ule aiid fortune for the benefit o^ mankind, the propriety of 
jerflcting a statue to him, during hit life-time, was suggested by some spirited individoahi 
He, however, absolutely refused to accept of such a testimony of the public esteem. 
On this, a medal was thought of; and Dr. John Coakley Lettsom, who had dis- 
^oaushcd himself l^ his zeal and liberali^, on a subject whidi presented niofC a few 
dimculttes, consiflted Dr. Combe, as will be seen by the following' letter^ in reply ; {Fvk 
Life and Correspondence of Or. L. vol. i. p. 587.) 

** To Dr. Lettsom. 

« Bloomsbury-square, Oct. 22, 1787. 
« In regard to the Howardian Medal, I submit the following to your consideiB- 
tioD : — - A, medal, unless appropriated to some person, or recording some hct, or seiia 
o^ facts, well defined, that is, clearly pointed out, becomes nugatory. Mr, Howard 
having refused to let either his head or name be placed on the medal, has rendered it 
?ery difficult to do him honour, or inform posterity, or even foreigneiB of the present 
age, the occasion and intention of striking it. 

** Under circumstances thus discouraging, I have attempted something. Thtn 
seem to be two considerable objections against a €hreek inscription, however apposite 
and dcjgant ; one arising firom the smallnebs -of the number of people who are able to 
read it, and so &r oounteracting the design of a medal ; the other from the artists not 
having Greek punches for the letters ; and to have them made for one medal only would 
be very estpensive. 

'' As the medal is intended for foreigners as well as our own countrymen, I diiuk an 
English inscription is not suitable. Latin is a language generally understood thron^- 
oot Europe; more can be compressed by it in a less space, and custom seems to hare 
made it, (if I may be allowed the expression,) the mdbllic language. 

'' On the obverse, a view of a prison, which by irons, chains, &c. may be cletfly 
defined ; toward this a man walking, in the exergue : 

* INFIRMX7S ERAM, ET VISITASTIS ME, , 

IN CARCIRE ERAM, ET VENI8TES AD ME. — Matt.XXY.36. 

" And in the contour : 

< NBC MORBI NEC SQUORA TERRENT/ 

'■ AUoding to the dangers he underwent of infectious diseases, and in travelling 
when in pursuit of his very humane plan. 

, *' On the reverse, the figure of BRrrANNiii, the same as on a medal of Antoninus 
Fius, holding out a civic crown, over a standing figure ; and underneath, 

« BRITANNIA, L, M. MISERORUM CONSOLATORI9 1787.* 

** Still something J think is wanting for the information of posterity, which must 
be supplied by gentlcsmeo having the following, engraved round the edge after they had 
received the medib Iir Hoin>|(iNr HowARDh Armio. 
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Dr. Combe was a well known collector and purchaser of 
rare books. Like the late King of Wirtemburg^ he possessed 
an immense number of the editions of the Bible, which were 
lately purchased by the trustees of the British Museum. 

List of the Works of the late Dr. Charles Combe. 

1. Index Nummorum omnium Imperatorum, Augustanuri, 
et CsBsarum, a Julio Caesare usque ad Postumum, qui tamen 
Roma et Coloniis quam in Graecia, .^Bgypto, et aliis lods ex 
aere magni moduli signabantur. Lond. 1773. 4to. 

2. Nummorum veterum Populorum, et Urbium in'Musaeo 
Oulidmi Hunter, Descriptio, 4to. 17S2. 

S. Quint. Horatii Flacci opera cum variis lectionibus, notis 
variorum, et indice completissimo. Lond. 1792-3. 2 vols. 
4to. 

4. A Statement of Facts, relative to the behaviour of Dr. 
Samuel Parr, to the late Mr. H. Homer, and Dr. Combe, 
Svo. 1793. 
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• gilt ALEXANDER THOMPSON, Knt. 

Late chief baeon op ths coui^t of |3^|q£Q3U£R« 

Sin AlflpCftH^er Thompson was 9. native of ihc North of 
England, where he was bom in 1745* Havi^ Ipie^n.l^i^itili^ 
j^' the law, he was sept to the Upiversit;} aod 9k% Jipxi9>^ 
period entered at one of tfee Iff*^ of Cpurt, After ^u^ ^tudjr 
and application he was called to the bar, and entered into 
{yractic(^ sqon after, w^ich encreased coi^derab^y> on account 
pf his extraordinary application and attf^on. These quali- 
ties, superadded to his intimate knowledge of the laws of Eng- 
land, recommended him to the notice of a former Duke of 
Bedford (the grandfather of the present), and he conducted 
several suits for his Grace, with equal credit and ability. He 
was afterwards, if we are not misinformed, employed for many 
years as auditor of the various estates, both in town and coun- 
try ; and did not resign this situation until he was appointed, 
like his successor Mr. Baron Adam, to the bench. 

When Sir James Eyre became Chief Baron of the Ex- 
chequer, on January 26, 1787^ Mr, Thompson received the 
honour of knighthood, and was nominated a Baron in his 
place. In this situation he remained until 179S, when, on 
the resignation of Sir Archibald McDonald, he became chief of 
that court in which he had before been a puisn^ or junior 
judgcu 

In respect to legal knowledge his reputation was exceedingly 
high ; and for his perspicuity as well as integrity, he has beai 
always praised. He sat for many -years in the Exchequ^, 
and having outlived the Judges Gold, Heath, Rooke, Hotham, 
Eyre, Grose, Ashhurst, Lovd Mansfield, &c. he stood alone, 
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like one of the sturdy oaks of the forest, and seemingly defied 
the attacks of time* He accordingly became the senior judge 
of the four courts in Westminster-hall, having sat on one bench 
near thirty years ! 

At length he retired in consequence of encreasing years and 
iofirmities, and died at Bath in April 181 7> in the seventy- 
secoi^d year of his age. 

Tbd late Chief Baron Thompson Waa the intimate 6imd and 
companion of the great Lord Thurlow, who, as Chancellor, 
had it iu his power to be eminently serviceable f o him during 
the early part of his legal, career. His late {Preferment took 
place after that nobleman's d^nusQ* They were both>. good 
lawyers, and both fond of the pleasures of the table^ being 
never averse to a dieerful and exbilaralii^ ^^ass of wine^ aftei 
the business and fiitigues of the day had been terminated. 
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WILLIAM SAUNDERS, M.D. F.IL& and F.S.A- 

Xhis renerable practition^ was botn in 174S, and might 
douhtless, hare been considered the fiither of die Cdl^e of Fby- 
licians ci London, of which he was a feDow daring many 
years. Having reoetved alibend education, and obtsdned con- 
sideraUe eminence bjr his town practice, he became, in due 
time Physician extraordinary to His Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales, and also senior Physician to Guy's Ho^itaL 
He ^ length retired from Russel-Square, and died at Enfidd, 
June 4th, 1817, at the age of 74* 

Dr. William Saunders was a distinguished member of most 
of the medical and scientific institutions in the metropolis, and 
contributed not a litde to attract the attention of the public to 
the virtues of the ted Peruvian bark. 

Ust of the Works of the late Dr^ William Saunders,, 

1. Treatise on Mercury, in Venereal Cases, 8vo. 1767. 
2* An Aliswer to Geach and Alcock, on the Devonshire 
Ciolic,8vo. 1768. 

S.'Observatioiies de Antimohis, 8vo. 1773* 

4. Treatise on the Mephitic Acid, 8vo. 177S>; 

5. A Treatise dn the Red Peruvian Bark, 8vo. 1782. 

6. Dissertation on the Structure, Economy, and Diseases of 
the liver, 8vo. 1793* (4 editions.) 

7. Oratio Herveii, &C. 1797. 

8* On the Chemical History of the ttiedical powers of somd 
t>f the most celebrated Mineral Waters, 1800* (2 editions.) 
e« On the Hepatitis of India, 8vo. 1809. 
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No. XIX. 
Count ALVISE P. ZENOBIO. 

\^ouirr Zenobio, born at Venice about 1757, was the repre- 
sentative of an ancient and noble family. His late uncle, the 
Cavalier d'Emo, was for many years in the service of the Re- 
public, and employed frequently with a squadron, to repress . 
the incursions of the Barbary powers. But he was not merely 
an Admiral, but a kind of Lord High Admiral ; for the 
arsenal, as well as navy, were entirely under his management; 
nay, he not only ' commanded, but actually fitted out the 
galleys; and the Doge could not wed the Adriatic by means 
of his golden ring, until the Bucentaur had been provided, and 
all the ceremony arranged, under the auspices of this noblei> 
man. On his demise, he bequeathed the noble palace of Emo, 
and^ I'^rge patrimony, to his nephew, 

Alvise Z^nobio, at an early period, came to England, and 
invested a considerable portion of his wealth, to the amount 
of at least 60,000/. sterling, in the English funds. It was the 
policy of the Skite Inqtdsition, — a horrible engine of oppresston, 
that prevented the fate of Venice, from being regretted either 
by nadves or foreigners — to lessen the fortunes of great and 
opulent fiunilies, under pretext of conferring the hmiour of 
expensive foreign embassies upon them. The subject of this 
memoir, saw and resolved to avoid the snare that was spreiul 
for ban, and this jroung and wealthy patrician deemed no mode 
of preventfov^fio efficacious as a jdiirney to England. 

The boasted constitution of this free country, ev^i while 
a re^den^ at, and subject of Venice, was always fhe object of his 
^vari$ileisc admiration abroad ; and whUe here, he endeavoured 
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to study its principles, and examine its foundad<Mis and super- 
structure. He is indeed, one of the few foreigners wbo ever 
occupied themselves about the preservation of British freedom, 
for he became a member of the society " for promoting con- 
stitutional information," and was formerly present at all pub- 
lic meetings for the attainment of any popular object. 

As he frequently visited the Ccmtinent, the Count was sub- 
ject to a variety of difficulties during the late war with France. 
In 1806, having repaired to Portugal, he immediatdy be- 
came an object of suspicion to the police of a government 
equally weak and arbitrary; his birth, his titlei, his con- 
nexions in London and Venice, his wealth, the circum;- 
stance of his travelling during troublesome times, -— all theses 
md pei;haps the half of them were more than suflScicyit te 
^vrphen the Argus eyes of a higotted and timorous adffunistra- 
.tiqn. He was accordingly seized and in^risoned in a dun- 
geon, which, in due time, opened its iron portal for the por- 
jxwe.of tranferring the poor Count to the coast of Africa ! At 
TTangiers, |ie claimed and obtained the protection of t^e late 
Mr. Magra, the English Consul, of whose kindti^e^ he ym 
always accustomed to speak with grc^tude. . Wbiile th^ie he 
was a free man; he was neither watched, nor imprisoned, nor 
plundered, and he constialtly affirmed, ^' that he had be^ &r 
better treated by. the Infidels than the Christiai^s." 

He next repaired to France, but his long resid^i^e ia £i^ 
land, had rendered him suspected there, and he wai^ imme- 
diately sent out of that cpuntry. . (hi this he travelled into 
Giermany, and obtained an asylum 9X ^e coui^ of that IhA^ 
of, Brunswick, who wap a generfd in the sen^ice of Prussia, 
and ^ther of the Princess of Wales. With his High^eos he 
reside^ until a short time before the £^#1 battle of Jem. Hav- 
ing been formerly a frequent visitor j^ Wia^bl^dcw, duriog^te 
fierio^,;^ he kep): \xp a close 4?orrespc^eiiu;e with' t^>;e)fjbita(^ 
John Home Todce^ and was eQah)^> in consequ^pce of the 
^vour shown to him at thepo^irt <jf( Brtmswick) to obtaiii and 
communicate intelligence of singulfur noyelty md importaoee. 

In 1807, be obtained leave frpm our govej^^jmot to.ora^ini 
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once more to England ; but his pc^tical opinions now seemed 
to be greatly altered ; and the sequestration and spoliation of 
his paternal estates by the orders of Buonaparte, contributed 
not a little, perhaps, to this change. He accordingly wrote 
several violent pamphlets, in which he accused him of tyranny, 
avarice, and injustice, and actually contrived to attack the then 
Emperor of France, in pretty tolerable English. 

From this period, he declined visiting the Ex-M. P. for Old 
Sarum, of whom, however, he always qK>ke with high reqficet^ 
but he assigned very honourable, as well as very powerful 
reasons for his conduct; as he was influenced solely by the 
strange idea, that his attentions to thii singular man, might 
not only hurt him with the English government, but also with 
the allies. 

Count Zenobio, appeared to be about sixty years of ages ^ 
was good natured, inoffensive in his manners, a2i4 alwigr* 
willing to do a kindness, when in his power. He died at biiT: 
apartments, in Duke Street, Westminster, December 1817t 
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No. XX- 
Right Hok. Sir JOHN M'MAHON; Bart. 

A MBB^BBR OF HIS MAJBSTY's MOST HONOURABLE THE PRIVY COUH- 
CIL ; LATE PRIVATE SECRETARY, SECRETARY>BXTRAORDINARY» 
AND KEEPER OF THE PRIVY PURSE9 TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 
THE PRINCE REGENTi &Cn&C. Scc. 

jL 0te fate and fortune of the subject of this memoir has been 
not a little extraordinary ; for without the possession of any 
ri^i^ng talents, or extraordinary accomplishments, either of 
mind or body; and dthough miaided by birth, alliances, and 
&mily connexions, he attained not only a high /ank in the 
state, but died possessed of no inconsiderable share of weakh, 
favour, and honours* 

iSir John M^Mahon was a native of Ireland ; being the 
eldest son of Mr. John M^Mahon *, who was originally bred 
in the family of Robert Clements, Esq. of the county of 
Leitrim, a gentleman of considerable fortune and influ^ice 
in the sister island. His mother resided for many years 
also, in the same house. Thus coining into the world, while 
perhi^ both his parents were in great obscurity, who could 
have contemplated the future fate of this boy? Who could 
have dreamed of his Aiture rise? Who would have dared 
to prognosticate that he himself should have lived to confer 
places, and titles, and honours? That he, for many years, 
should have possessed the entire confidence of his Prince ; and 
ranked with privy counsellors, nobles, and grandees ? But 
in a firee country, birth is a secondary consideration. 

* Mr. M'Mahon, Senior, afterwards married Miu Maij Sttckpole, the daughter of 
a respectable merchant of Cork, by whom he had two children, now baronets ; while 
his eldest son was both a baronet and a privy counsellor. The father died in 1789» 
at which period he was Patentee Comptroller of the port of Limerick. 
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Bom abottt the yaar 1754, young M^Makon received tudh 
an education as seemed befitting for his station, in life. At a 
riper age, he repaired to Dublin, and we have been infi)naed 
by one of his qotenqioraries, that he obtained, perhaps throu^^ 
the interest of the family of Clements (who were afterwards 
ennobled, and became in succession,. Barons, Viscounts, and 
Earls of I^eitrim), some little post under government We 
are ignorant of the cause, but certain it is, that Mr. M^Mahon 
emigrated soon after to America, and applied to a Scotch gm- 
]a tleman, who was then raising a provincial raiment, . after- 

^' wards called the '* Pennsylvania Rangers," for an ensig^y in 

that corps* lieutenant-CoUnel James Chalmers (the gentle- 
man alluded to) declined his services, but he, at the same 
time, p<Hnted out *^ his countryman Lord Rawdon (since Bad 
of Moira and Marquis of Hastings) as a more proper person 
to apply to." This officer lived long'enoi^ to see him a gceat 
man, and was afterwards accustomed to tell this story at his 
^' table in Chelsea, always adding, << my refiisal and my hint 

°'* made this young fellow's fortune." 

EEaving solicited the nobleman mentioned above, Mr. 
^ M^Mahon soon after obtained a stand of cdours, and in 

"^i the course of a few months became a great favourite. He was 

^^ present at all the actions and skirmishes in which Lord Raw- 

^ don happened to be engaged in the Trans-Atlantic continent, 

r most of which were fortunate and even successftiL At one 

i'^ period, indeed, they penetrated into the southern states, and 

^' high hopes were entertained that same great changes might be 

effected by their gallant achievements. But they did not succeed 
? ^ in any degree equal to their wishes, and, peiiiaps, to their merits; 

^ yet it must be allowed, that their operations were far less disas- 

■^ trous than the two armies undei^Burgoyne and Cornwallis, both 

t ' of whcnn were^reduced to the necessity of piling their arms. 

Mr. M'Mahon returned to England, and by means of his 

gallant, kind, and courteous patron, now become Earl of 

Moira, in due time, attained the rank of a fidd officer. He 

\ afterwards became a lieutenant-colonel in, the army, by breve^f 

1^ ^ and if we are not greatly mistaken, being th^ married, was 
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pamlfetod to isd Ilia coMfiniiiwrnp, at the wme tiiiie, by vmy of 
especial SmcnxTy rdaakiiBg his rwakm the ansfr Batdiegood 
aod umiaUe EftdL did not tio^hevB^ for he pto^ected i^w^tUog 
far b^lfeerjEc^ tibe officer who had been.ao imajt jreMrs under hit 
protAQl^cm. Ck)l9iid M'Mabon (for jo he was kmt ealbd) 
deemed ta b^ forised t)^ imtiir^ for a coorticr. He made a 
siHBt g^?iK:did .and ^i^gant bow, iVhicb he regnlaljed in due 
{NBcqpartipn to the rank ax&d influence «f tboBe he addrgsscd. 
£Us v<ttoe msm escactly modulal«d aoa^ to soodie^and to {deaae ; 
for it exih&ited those under^tones which never ^ieturb die nerves 
of the great and powerfuL He also wrote a letter in the 
polttett 9t^ posaihle^' and with aUiidue observance of efiquMe ; 
nor was he unacquainted widi die arts • <^ rendering himsdf 
ttfldfiil <m every possiUe occasion. 

With the fiill possession of these qualities^ be was intro- 
duoed to his Royal H^^iness the Prnice of Wal^ at a 
period when the royal residence of Carlton Hcn»e^ was in a 
state of eciipse. But he remained long enough in the a^oin- 
ing mansion in Pall-Mall, to behold all its fiNrmer splendour 
revived and augmented; and the Risgen^ confinred on, and 
enjoyed in fiitt plenitude^ by his new protectcMr. One of the 
first acts of the Prince, after being placed at the head €t 
the eDcecudve governm^it, was to reward his fidelity, and from 
being private eecretary, the Gidmidi accordingly became 
keq>er of tlie Privy Purs^ a Privy-i-Counsellor, and Seoretarj- 
Extraordinaoy. 

As His Boyal Highness, in his oapadty of Duke (^ Corn* 
widl, had himself been tor several years in opposition. Sir 
John had a delicate task to perfomv wb^si he beheld his 
palron dismiss the whigs, ^i tdke other men to his bosom, 
and his<H3iQnciIs. The ,£^1 of Moira and he, were (^coarse 
no longa* of ^e sume par^; and all tlie Right HononraUe 
Secretary's quondam friendii, seemed to have l^ an eternal 
adieu to Ci^feon H^9«ise. A ^eble and inefficaelous^ attempt, 
was, however, at one peiiod mad^, to nommate the abowe-roen- 
tioned nobk^mm. Premier : but, as it proared 4ffi(»ik, if not 
impossible, to arrange the snbordiMte chuwaoCers, this ap- 
9 
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pointment nfcv^ took place:; H» loiAsliip, nGtwiiJurtanding 
thtfe, was 0&red the ViceroysUp of IrcJand, ; but Lord Moim 
refiised to r^urn to his nadve country, xmless he coold cany 
theoUve-brwcai thither to, the Catiiolics. At length, he re- 
peal^ Xq In(Ua» aB Qovetnou-Genbral, with a great salaffy^ 
a^ an ioJineose pajbronagc; and ha» been Urtdy^ advwioed in 
the peerage, to a marquisate. How fiw Sir John M*Malw»i, 
mf9 h»Fe j(tonl;ribu^ to the latter events ^fre know, not ; but 
it is most likely, as he has newer been accused of ii^ra^ 
tud^, that he did all in his power to return the numerotw 
gwd fffices conferred on himself, While a poKHr, uidcnorwnj 
'an4 upfriended youth. For the patriot^ with whom hm 
had leagued i^ fow,^- timesj hs always had at co nrnwuid iF 
a handsome bow, an updeviating smile, and an uniferm 
compliment We have known Wm, not only disclaim any 
pretensions to influence himself, but jocularly to asanrt that 
" his Royal Jlighnejs possessed little or none !" Anodier 
courtier, of stUl older. dptej, <?apjed thk much fiffther,; for 
reversing, the noble saying of a King of France, " that he 
forgot all the mjuries dc^ne him as Duke of Orleans f this boid 
st^Ltesman observed on on^ occaaioiit to< a morf: meritorioMS, 
and much injijred pflicer : *^ that G«03ifge IL,. was, not bound 
by the promises of the Prince of Wales !" We are sure that 
the. Monarch himself would most Imrtily have £sdidni»l «o 
base and so meajQ a sentimait, and we are consdous, that the 
sjubjecit of thi? . memoir, always endeavoured to reAect hooftoiir 

on the Regent. 

At length, after the lapse pf many year«^ Sir John 
M*Mahon, began to feel the pressure of disease, tf not of 4ild 
age^ and the demise of his wi&^ a few mohths be&xr^ wasthe 
j^eruiuier of hfs own fate. ' ; He had xtsi^aed his station idMit 
the persoA of the Prince, sOtoe^tim^preYionsly tohis d^ttise, but' 
h^ appears still to have ^retained iio^inconfiiderttble shftrcf' of 
influence, which he exercised in behalf of several respectable 
branches of his fiunily* In l$I4, he poooujhod fer his half- 
brother, now the R^ht Honourable ^ WiUiaan M^MahcHi, 
a baronetcy> and alsd provided for him liandsomely, by meMB^ 
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of a n^odatioii with die late Right Honourable John P* Cur. 
ran, who was prevailed upcwi to resign the Mastership of the 
Rolls, in omsequence of obtaining a very large p«:ision. 
Another half*brother, who had acquired considerable rank in 
the armj, was honoured with the high and confidential 
station of Aide-de-Camp, to the Prince of Wales^ with a re- 
version of his own title. 

Having retired to Bath, for the benefit of the air and 
waters, Sir Jchn M^Mahon died there, September 12, 1817, 
leaving behind him a large fortune, which could never pos- 
sibly have be^i obtained from the income of his several places, 
all of which did not exceed the sum of 3000/., or 4000^ per 
anninn* The assertion, however, is ridiculous, that at the 
time of his demise, he had, << a floating balance at his banker's, 
of 70»0002.," for he was too well acquainted with the value 
of monqr, to lose the interest of so large a sum. A littk 
befiire his last illness, he built a beautiful little villa, in Kent, 
on an estate which he had purchased, within ten or twelve 
miles of town. In his person, he was small, and devoid of 
beauty. His fiice too, was seamed and scarred with the smal]i- 
poK ; but as his conversation was pleasant, and he possessed 
all die graces, any impression arising from a transient view, 
soon wore off, and was obliterated. By his win, dated April 26, 
1816; the Ri^t Honourable Sir William M^Mahon, Master 
of the Rolls in Ireland, is left his ^ole executor, and residuary 
le^iatee, with a beipiest of 20,000^ The personal property, is 
sworn to be under 90,000/. ten thousand pounds are given to 
Colonel (now) Sir Thomas M^Mahon, Bart.; to Susan- 
£Usi4>eth Wylde, otherwise Mitford, 5000/.; '< to Thomas 
Marrable, Esq., a dear and esteemed friend, 2000/, and with 
mylaat prayers," adds he, *^ for the glory and happiness of 
l^e bert4iSQ2urted man in the world, the Prince Regent, I 
bequeatli. him, the said Thomas Marrable, an invaluable 
sarvant." 

*^ To Sir Walter Farquhar, Bart, the preserver of my life 
for many yearis, 900 guineas ;" and to another medical at-< 
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It might be doing injustice to the memory of Sir John, were 
we to withhold an eulogium, evidently penned by the hand of 
friendship, and perhaps of gratitude. 

<' He Was a gentleman, of most kind and courteous man- 
ners, steady and constant in his friendship, zeal, fidelity, and 
affection. With the best qualities of the heart, we may add, 
that he had a very cultivated understandii^ and a sound 
judgment. 

'^ The clearest head, with the sincerest heart ! 

" He' Was amotig the best letter-writers of his time, and in 
the performance of diat duty, always did honour to the sen- 
timents of bis Royal master; and rendered ei&i a refusal of a 
request, palataUe to die parties." 

Sir John M^Mahon was in the sixty-third or six^fourth 
year of his age, at the time of his decease. 
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BENJAMIN TRAVERS, Esc- 

1 HIS gentleman, bam in 1753, va 
liis eaiij yondu Aeooidm^j after 
vioas knoidalge in a ooontBig-lioaK^ lie 
rery disdngiiished morchant, in dpe ci^ cf Lottdon; bnt it 
appears that the bent and direction ef Uanoidaiidpiixnti 
were mifittfH both to Us diararter and cpnditiwu He pos- 
sessed a bdd, q>ecalatiTe, and ardent mind; he was taod of 
books as wdl as o£ philo80{diy ; and he was ntterfy incapaHf 
of following that cold, calculating and unvarying career, fay 
means of which the sons of commerce almost inyarinfaty attain 
wealth and axiseqiience. In this predicament there is but 
little wonder if he dioold fiiil in obtaining the otyect at hii 
wishes; although eminent for his virtues and his patriotiam, as 
well as for his talents and his doqoence. 

" His reverse of fortune,'* we are tcdd, **he bore widi 
firmness and fortitude, though at the same time touched with 
deep concern for those who had unhappily suffered widi him. 
His character, indeed, had in it no small porti<m of S3n(npatbetic 
and baievolent feeling, which rendered him a pattern of ccst- 
jugal and parental affection ; and which, united with his nani- 
ral ardour and enthusiasm, formed him to be the sincere and 
zealous friend. Qf the justice of this remark there are living 
witnesses, who attribute the origin of their worldly proeperity 
and comfort to his unsolicited and disinterested exertions. 

^^ Among the subjects which engaged his inquisitive mind, 
religion always occupied a primary place, — and on this sub- 
ject he strictly and truly thought for himself; and his reflec- 
tions led him to entertain die most reverential, and at the same 
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time the most ^icouraging views of the Divine Being, which 
were highly consolatory to him in the time of affliction, and on 
which he reposed with a cheerful and steady confidence both 
for this life and for the next. 

<< Few characters have been more strongly marked than 
those of this excellent man. Ardour of mind, combined with 
warmth of feeling, independence of thought which disdained 
to jrield to authority, decision in forming resolutions^ followed 
by ttftui promptitude in action, were hie most prominent mad 
conspicuous features ; and tbe^ must have fbreed themselves 
on the observation of att who knew ffim. 

^ But he possessed' other qualities which, as is tibe case with 
most men, could be retriarked only by his fnthnates and friends. 
Among thes^ one of the most striking Was an insatiablie thi]*8t 
afler knowledge whld^ the labours and anxiettos of a busy 
commercial Bfe were unable ta ^xtingoisk, and whi^ he in^ 
dirlged,'for alewyefifs belbre his decei^e^ with an «itgenies8 
add mterest, by ti6 means 'common at die peri^of Jljfe ^ 
wWch he had then afcltanced;" 

Mr. I'ravers died sft Ttmbric^e W^ in ike spnng «f 
I»17, agedrixty^fite. 
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JOHN PADDEY, Esfi. 

J/HiB gaiitleman deserves mentioii on account of his .lineage* 
He was born in 1736, and died at Kensingt(»i, near LondcHb 
His mother, Lady Anne Paddey, was daughter of Charles 
Duke of Cleves and Southampton, a son of Charles IL The 
deceased was, accordii^ly, the last surviving descendant in 
the third d^ee from King Charles, ' by the Lady Barbara 
YiUiers, daughter of Viscount OrandisoQ, who was slain fighting 
for King Charles I., against the Parliamentary army, in 1642. 
. It oi^ht to be remembered ^Jso, that his grand&ther was 
brodler to : the celebrated George ViUiers Duke oi Buckingham, 
who was made cupbearer to James I. on account of his fine 
person. That sbvelreign, perceiving his' education had been 
n^lected, actually condescended to become his schoolmaster; 
he then appointed him a gentleman of His Majesty's bed- 
chamber and Elnight of the Garter, a dukedom next awaited 
his ambition; and he had the disposal of all places b<^ in 
church and state. 

In the next reign, he became also the favourite of Charles I. 
and thus enjoyed the rare good fortune of enjoying the 
unlimited confidence of two succeeding monarchs. He was 
stabbed by Felton, August 23, 1628, at the time when he 
was about to embark at Portsmouth, in a second expedition 
against France. 

Mr. Paddey lived in great obscurity, at Kensington in the 
county of Middlesex, where he died in 181 7- 
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Right Hon. FRANCIS NORTH, Eahl of GUILFORD. 

LORD NOKTH AKO aulLFOUDf HXRieiMTARY HI€»I STEWJlMO OF THS 
BOROUGH OF BANBURY, PATENT COMPTROLLER AND SEARCHER OF 
THE CUSTOMS, AND LL. D. , 

AVmO £T F1D£. — Mot. 

JEvoGER North, who fionrisl^ during the reign of Edward 
IV., appears to be the oominon ancestor of this family. From 
him descended Edward, created a peer by Mary, on Feb. 17^ 
1554." But for wealth, and consequence, we are to look to 
Sir Francis North, Knight, a very aWe lawyer, who became 
first Sc^dtor, then Attomey-^Oeneral, next Chief Justice <^ 
t)ie King's Bench, and was finally nominated Keeper of the 
Great Seal, during the reigns of Charles II. and James II. with 
the tMe of Lord Guilf<n*d. He was educated at St. John's 
College, Cambridge; and while presiding in the Court of 
Chancer]^ is said to have been rather too favourable to the 
interests of the crown, for a great, upright, and independent 
judge. Happily for his memory, two events occurred, to 
shelter his reputation, aiid enhance his merits; for be was suc« 
ceeded on the bench, by the infamous^ Jefferies, while his Kfe 
was written, and his conduct displayed in the most favourable 
colours, by a near rdation. 

This nobleman, who was the audior of a philosophical Essay 
on Music;, is known to have exhibited considerable skill on' 
the Bass-Yiol, an instrument now become obsolete. Adoprd- 
f ng to tradition, he employed a musician to lul^ him to i^eep ; 
and if we are to believe his enemies, he was aceustoihed ^*U> 
ride on a Rhinocaros^'' This accusation is: seriously termed^ 
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by bis biographer, the Honourable Roger North, a ^ groes 
calBmny !" Sir Dudley North, brother to the Lord Keeper, 
was bound apprentice to a Turkey merchant, and is said, 
M^iile residing at Constantinople, to have acted the part of a 
Cadi or Judge, havii^ tried upwards of five hundred causes, 
there^ in consequence of, his knowledge both of the Turkish 
language, and the Mahomedmi law. 

Francis, . Lord North, was created Earl of Guilford, by 
George IL on April 8, 1752 ; his son, Francis Lord North, 
K. G. acted for many years as Prime Mintstor, until obliged to 
retire, in consequence oi the unpopularity attached to the war 
with America, of which he was aitxustomed to declare to his 
confidential firi^ids, ^* that ke was neither the author nor ad- 
viser." He, however, returned to power in conjunction with 
Mc- Fox, and €iejf mih t|ieir adherents were knawa by &e 
lf)pe^btioii of *^ die coaUtk>n administratioii,'' He succeeded 
to the fiunily honours and estates on the demise of his fiither: 
imd althoMgh assailed fit erne period with all the doc]pKOcifr <^a 
Burke^ and ^ Fox, his character was vindicated by thenr subse- 
quent alliance; and he is represaited by his firiend Mr. Gibbon, 
<^ as a statesman of spotless intcgpnly, and a consmmnate master 
of debate^ who could wield with ec^pial .d^teril^.the arms of 
reascm, and of ridicuk.'' On bis retuim ivom Switatrlaiid» this 
celebrated historian observes, ^^ the house in London, which I 
firequented with most pleasure, and i^siduity, was that of Lord 
North. After the loss of power and of sight, he was still 
hiqppy in himself and his firiepds, mid my tribute of gratitude, 
and esteem, could no longer be suspected of any interested 
motive." 

Francis North Earl ctf Guilfor(^ of whom we are now to 
treat, was the second son of this nobleman. Oahis demise bis 
lorddiq) was succeeded by his eldest son, George Augustus; 
bat the latter having died^i 1 802, without leaving any issu^ by 
Miss Coutts, his Countess, the &mily honours and e^tatea^ of 
QCMirte devolred on him. 

He was bom, Dec 25, 1761, and after receiving a public 
^im^Vmi^ at. a proper age, obtained a comnusdon in the 
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army. Hcf was soon {Promoted to a Majority in the 84th re^* 
ment of fix>t^ and in due time obtained the rtok of a Lien* 
tenant-Ckddnel by brevet. He was also Captain of Deal Castle, 
It post conferred by his father in emrly life, in virtue of his 
office 6f Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports. 

When a young man, he Was particularly ^own by the ap« 
pellation of ^^ honest Frank North," among all his acquaint** 
ances. Unlike his father, however, be was no orator, and we 
believe never spdke in the House of Lords. He attaided 
occasionally, however, and voted in fevour of the Rmnan 
Catholic Bill, both in lg07, and in 1808. This noblemah, 
greatly addicted himself to theatrical performances ; and was 
the author of a dramatic work of some merit : the ^^ Kentidi 
Barons," a play published in 1791. He always evinced a 
great esteem for, and attachment to Mr. KemUe, and when 
his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, paid him a visit at 
WroxtoU Abbey, in Oxfordshire; the Earl gat up the cele- 
brated tragedy of Richard III., in whidi the actor just named» 
personMied the diaracter of thi^ mcmarch, with his usual skill 
and success. 

On July 19, 1810, his lordship married Maria, sixth 
daughter of the late Hiomas Bycott, of Rudge-Hall, in the 
county of Salop, Elsq., by whom he had no issue. 

He repaired sometime since to the Continent, with his 
Countess, and died at Pisa, in January 1817. The Earl 
was succeeded in both titles and estates, by his sole surviving 
brother, Frederick, now Earl of Guilford. The following 
character has been transmitted by a firiend : 

<^ His lordship was the second son of Frederick Earl of 
Guilford, and inherited frcrni his father, the invariable bene- 
volence that formed the foundation of all his character ; a 
benevolence, not confined to the more ostensible exertions of 
generosity and chfurity, but extending itself throi^ all the 
unpretending kindnesses of social life. It was never over- 
looked in the exiiltation of wit and spirits ; and it will be well 
remembered by his acquaintance, that he never could hear 
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any person indiscreetly andliastily condemned, without imme- 
diately, employing himself to search for some possible excuse. 

*^ His brilliant wit, and his most exhilarating cheerfulness, 
are known to all who ever heard his name; but those who had 
occasion to apply to him at more serious mom^its, had equal 
reason to admire the solidUy and acuteness of his judgment 
His prindples on every subject were honourable and liberal, 
and his manners were the immediate reflection of his manly, 
candid, and afiectionalte mind. At every period of his life, he 
preserved the greatest reverence for the attributes of the Ckm- 
tian, religion, and the firmest belief in its doctrines ; and He 
expired while invoking the blessing of the Almighty upon 
those around him, still anxious, even at that awful moment, 
lo impart to the objects of his warmest love, a share in the 
happiness that was op^iing to his enjoyment." 

Another firiend observed as follows, of the late Earl, during 
his life: 

^^ He possessed the hereditary talents and love of literature 
of his fiunily ; and what is better, that hereditary good*-nature, 
' benevolence, freedom from guile, openness and liberality, whid} 
have, for ages given a peculiar tincture to his ancestors. The 
house of North, frank, unassuming, and kind, have^ for cen- 
turies, set a pattern of what. in truth they are, true nobOify 
Hieir case is well calculated to put the inscdence of upstarts to 
diame.*' 
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No. XXIV. 

The Moot Noble LOUISA CATHARINE, 

Dowager Marchioness of SLI60. 

XjADY Louisa Catharine Howe, second surviving daughter 
and coheir of the gallant and celebrated Admiral Richard 
"Earl Howe, by Mary, daughter of Chiverton Hartopp 
of Wellby in the county of Notts, Esq., was bom Decern- 
ber9; 1767. On the 21st of May, 1787, her ladyship was 
married to the most noble John Denis Browne, first Marquis 
of Sligo, Earl of Altamont, Viscount Westport, a governor of 
the county of Mayo, and Knight of the most illustrious order of 
St Patrick. By this nobleman, the marchioness had issu^ 
Howe Peter Earl of Altamont, now second Marquis of Sligo^ 
who was born May 18, 1788. 

Sometime after the demise of her late consort, and about 
five years since, a most unexpected and romantic marriage 
took place between Sir William Scott, the elder brother of the 
Lord Chancellor, and chief judge of the Court of Admiralty, 
and this titled dowager. During the latter part of the last 
summer, Sir William resolved on taking a journey to Switzer- 
land ; and he accordingly set out on his route thither. ' In 
October, the Marchioness repaired to Holland, with a view of 
greeting him on his return, and also of accompanying^ him to 
England. But it was not their fate to meet any more : for her 
ladyship was suddenly taken ill at Amsterdam, and died there 
in November 1817, after being confined for only a few days. 
Luckily on this, as on former occasions, she was attended by 
her niece^ Miss Curzon, who administered all possible conso- 
lation and assistance on this trying occasioq. 
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Her ladyship, who is said to have possessed n fine taste for 
literature, and to have been an accomplished w<Hnan, was a 
yoonger sister of the Baroness Howe^ and in the remainder of 
the Barony. 

Previously to her demise, the Marchioness had made many 
very valuable purchases for the splendid mansion of her son in 
Ireland^ which have just reached the place (^ their destination. 
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The Right Hon. PATRICK Earl or ROSCOMMON, 

BARON OF KILKENNY- WEST, 8CC. &C. &C. 

1 HE Dillons have been long settled in Ireland and were al 
one period coi^idered a very warlike family, and at another^ 
distinguished for talei^s of a very different kind. Henry their 
ancestor, accompanied King John into the sister island ; and 
one of his descendants was created a baron in 1619, and ob- 
tained an earldom in 1622. 

Wentworth Dillon, Earl of Roscommon, bom in Irdand^ 
in 1638, and educated at his uncle's the Earl of Staflford^ in 
Yorkshire, was afterwards sent to Caen, in Normandy, where 
he had the celebrated Bochart for his tutor. He became 
Master of the Horse to the Duchess of York, md having ad- 
dicted himself to the Muses, began to be considered one of the 
best poets of his day. 

Robert, ninth Earl of Roscommon, rose to be a Marshal of 
France ; in the service of which country he possessed aprcprip^ 
taty raiment, that bore his own name. 

Patrick Dillon, the eleventh Earl of Roscommon, was bom 
March 15, 1769. He succeeded his &ther, John, the former 
Earl, and cm July 10, 1797, married Barbara, youi^^est 
daughter of Ignatius Begg, of Bdirea, in the county ci RcNh 
commcm. As his sole surviving issue is Maria, bom in 1798| 
his titles most probably may become a subject cf dispute. 
They are now claimed by his cousin, Michael James Dillon^ 
Esq, a minor, son of Captain Michael Dillon, late of the 
county of Dublin Militia, who was killed at the battle of Ross^ 
during the Rebellion. 

Lord Roscommon died at his seat called Barbara-villa^ iii 
the coimty of Ro0GCKiQmon» Jam 1, 1817.^ 
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No. XXVI. 
SAMUEL RUDGE, Esq. 

jVIe. Rodge the eighth son of the Rev. Benjamin Rudge^ Rec- 
J0r of Thomhaiigh^ in the county 6f Northampton, was born 
in 1 727. His uncle John was M. P. for the borough of Eves- 
ham, for many years ; and he himself was originally bred to 
jthe precession of the law, having chambers in the Middle 
Temple, which he quitted so early as the year 176S. He 
afterwards resided at Elstree, in the county of Herts, where be 
£ved during thirty-height years, with his elder brothar. 
. In consequence cf his possessions in that county, he served 
the office of High Sheriff of Northampton, in 1792, sad after- 
wards removed to Watlington, in Oxfordshire. 

,Havii^ he&k a great sufferer firom calculous ocnnplaintfl, he 
was accustomed, during 40 years of his life to recur constantly 
to a decoction, for the formation of which the fi>llowing recipe^ 
by himsd^ conveys the most minute and particular direc- 
tions: 

** Boil 36 raw coffee berries for one hour in a quart of 
soft spring or river water : then bruise the berries, and boil 
them a^in ^lother hour in the same water; add th^^toa 
quarter of a tea-spoonftil of the duldfied spirit • of nitre, and 
take daily a half-pint cup of it at any hour that is convenient : 
its efficacy will be experienced after taking it for two mcmths.** 
, By means of this potent specific he was released from a quan- 
tity of gravel, according to his own calculation, equal to a 
half-pint measure, during the period he had recourse to 
its aid* 

Mr. Rudge employed his knowledge of the law, not for the 
annoyance or destruction, but the benefit of his neighbours. 
He was a very charitable man, and had addicted himsd^ 
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during more than half a centuiy, to th^ study of l^otany. 
He commenced his labours in natural history, about the year 
1 750, with Ray and Toumefort, and continued them uninteiv 
ruptedly until unable to read. 

He at length expired in the 90th year of his age; having 
died at his house at Watlington, in February 181 ?» after a 
short illness of ten davs. 
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No. XXVII. 
ARTHUR CHARLES MURPHY, Esq. 

1 HIS ^ntleman was n native of Ireland, but at an early 
period of life seems to have adopted England for his r^denoe* 
Having come hither, like many of his countrymen, with the 
intention of studying the law as a profession, *he entered him- 
self as a student in the re^stry of the Honourable Society of 
the Middle Temple ; but although he kept the regular number 
of terms, yet he never deemed it an object worthy of the ex- 
pense to be called to the bar. 

Having at length married, and beholding before him the 
prospect, of a large and encreasing family, Mr. Murphy be- 
came a candidate for ministerial favour ; and at last obtained 
an appointment as Provost-Marshal of Sen^ambia, on the 
coast of Africa. This happened at a period when the late 
Governor Wall, so justly executed afterwards, for an atro- 
cious act of cruelty, comlnned with tyranny, presided over 
that r^inbte an4 unhealthy settlement. 

On the restoration of Sen^ambia to the French, his place 
was of course i4>olished, and the subject of this short biogra- 
phical sketch applied for indemnification: but as he had 
chosen to act by deputy, his claims were not at all attend^ ta 
At length, however, he was appointed to the place of receiver 
of certain taxes, in the north of England; and the great 
&tigue incident to this office^ which was not accompanied with 
adequate compensation, is said to have shortened his life, having 
died in Lambeth-road, May 4,1817. His daughter, who was 
educated by the queen, and afterwards kept a respectable semi- 
nary at Doncaster, still survives ; two of his sons were in the 
navy and marines; while a third, iiow a major in the anny. 
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served with great credit during the late peninsular oonpaigns, 
under the Duke of Wellington. 

Their father, the late Mr. Murphy, from his earliest jeiarsi 
seems to have cultivated the muses. He acted, indeed, as a 
kind of Poet-Lanreat to her M^e^,^and although his annual 
Birth-day Ode, neither produced for him a salary, or even a 
butt of sack ; yet he appears to have obtained from the Court, 
a provision for most of his children. 
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No. xxym. 

Mr. JOSEPH. GEORGE HOLMAN. 

This dramatic writer, and comediah. was born in London, 
in 1 764, and is said to have been descended from Sir John 
Holman, of Warkeworth Castle, near Banbury, Bart, whose 
title is long since extinct. His father appears to have served 
originally in the army, but towards the latter end of his life^ 
he undertook the more profitable duties of some parochial 
office, which enabled him to maintain his family, and perhaps, 
leave sbmething for the education of his son. 

This parent having died while the boy was still a child, his 
affectionate mother placed him under the tuition of the late 
Dr. Barrow, then master of an academy of some celebrity in 
Soho Square. The annual theatrical exhibitions of this 
gentleman, during the Christmas holidays, for the purpose of 
aiding his pupils in declamation, gave a tone, object, and 
colour to his future destiny in life. 

Young Holman, towards the conclusion of the year 1778, 
happened to be selected for the character of Hamlet, and 
was greatly applauded, rather as some of his contemporaries 
assert, for the force of his utterance, than any great dex- 
terity in the histrionic art. 

His friends destined him for the church, and he was 
entered at Queen's College Oxford ; but he was induced, how- 
ever, in 1784*, to embrace the stage as a profession, and he 
accordingly first appeared at Covent Garden Theatre as 
Romeo, in which character, according to the critics, be 
** ranted,*' rather than performed. Improvement, however, 
in this as in all oth^ cases, followed practice, and Holman 
began to attain a pertain degree of &miliarity at lea^t, as 
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ynSl Bs esme, and self-possession, which a novice can never 
aspire to. He was for a time a successiiil^ although never a 
first-rate performer in England. 

Having soon quitted the London stage, in consequence of 
his merits being under-rated, and his salary therefore inade- 
quate to his claims; he repaired first to Dublin, and after-' 
wards to Edinbur^, in the latter of which cities, he acquired 
great popularity. After a ^ort interval, Mr. Holman re- 
turned to Covent Garden ; then appeared on the boards of 
the Hay-Market ; afterwards repaired once more to Ireland, 
and purchased a share in the theatre of that capital, which 
was disposed of to great loss, in consequisnce of the un- 
promising a^>ect of the times. In 1798, he married the* 
youngest dau^ter of the Honourable and Reverend Frederick 
Hamilton, with whom he obtained some fortune; but this 
lady died in 1810. Meanwhile this disciple of Roscius, had^ 
determined lo rembve to the Trans- Atlantic continent. This^ 
speculation at first proved productive both of fame and money ; 
for he performed there, with an unusual d^ee of applause. 
Finding this a lucky adventure, he returned to London, 'in 
18 i 2, for the express purpose of engaging performers for his 
new Theatre at Charles-town, in South Carolina, a gay, but 
unhealthy provincial capital. During his short stay in England, 
he appeared once more at the summer theatre of the Hay- 
Market, in the character of Jaffier, which he played to his 
own daughter's Belvidera; for he had actually brought up 
Miss Holman to the stage ! 

On his return, this gentleman experienced the fate of most, 
if not all managers; &r he was thwarted behind the. scenes; 
parties were made against him, among the inhabitants; a 
general disobedience ensued, and an appeal was made to th^ 
public, in opposition to his authority, which like every other 
ruler, he of course deemed sacred, and inviolable. To add to 
the miseries of^a revolutionary theatrical atmosphere, he ac* 
tually caught an endemic autumnal contagion, with which the 
scene of his short-lived dramatic monarchy is annually visited ! 
Stricken with the unrelenting hand of death, he endeavoured 
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to avoid his fate by flight to the healthier regioii ct the: state 
of New York; < but h^ and nearly all his Thespian oompai^y 
consisting of Mr. Saunders, Miss Moore^ &€• &c. fell a prey 
to this unrelenting disorder. He is said to have married Miss 
Latimer, a vocal performer, but two days before his death ; and 
she appears in a short time to have experienced a similar &te! 
Mr. Holman died at Rockaway, a small sea<^rt and bath- 
ing place in Long Island, on the 24th of Augiost, 1817, in the 
53d year of his age. As an actor, he never occupied the 
first place in England, as he afterwards did in America ; but his 
Lord Townly, was deemed a good performance, and, indeed, 
it enabled him to become the rival of Kemble, who played all 
his master-pieces against this one conspicuous character, during 
a whole season, and that too, as has been said, with equivocal 
success ! He was esteaned both as a private gentleman and 
a scholar; and also particularly respected on account of his 
urbanity and gentle manners. 

List of the Dramatic Works of the late Mr. Holman. 

1 . The Comic Opera of ^^ Abroad and at Home,'' 8vo» 1 796. 

2. The Red Cross Knights, a Play, 8vo. 1799. 

3. Votary of Wealth, a Comedy, 8vo. 1799, 

4. V^hsX a Blunder ! a Comic Opera, 1800. 

5. Love gives the Alarm, a Comedy, 1804. 

6. The Gaz^te £xtra<Hrdinary,^a Comic Opera, 8vo. 1814. 
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No. XXIX. 
Mr. JAMES GRANT RAYMOND, 

LATE IffAKAOER OV DRURY-LANE TfttATRB. 

1 HE object of this short memoir rose from a humble station 
partly by his theatrical talents, and partly by a certain know- 
ledge of the world, which, in due time, developed to his 
searching eye, all the springs and movements that actuate the 
human heart. 

James Grant was b6m on the 29th March, 1769, in that 
small and comparatively fertile valley, which is watered by an 
impetuous river, or rather torrent, the stream of which, in point 
of swiftness, fully answers the account of the Rhone, in the 
bold and animated description of his wars in Graul, left us by 
Julius Cassar. Hence it has been termed ^^ Strath-Spey,^ or th^ 
Gten of thi Spey. This has been time immemorial the resi- 
dence of an ancient and powerful clan ; the brother of the 
chief of which resides at this present moment at Castle-Grant, 
so denominated from his own name aud that of liis followers. 

All the Grants derive their origin from Ludowick Grant, 
a celebrated Celtic warrior, who^ descendants, after being 
created baronets, have, in the person of the present head of 
the &mily, become Earls of Seaford. Being Consequently 
related to each other, James, like the rest, doubtless, traced 
his origin to this invader, who by means of his clay^morej 
or broad sword, either acquired or drfended his ample pos- 
sessions. His fikther was a hardy veteran, who fought and fell 
in America. 

At a proper age, young Grant wastiemoved to the school of 
loverkeithing, a parish in the shire of Banfi^ on the banks of 
the river Deveron ; and as his parents were not rich, and his 
6 * 
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proq)ects but limited, he resided for some time along wkh a 
blind gentleman, who possessed an estate in that nei^bomp- 
hood, and was cousin to the Earl of Fife. He is siud, hoiw- 
ever, to have spent a session at King^s Ck>llege, Old Aberdeen, 
with a view of qualifying him for the church, at the earnest 
entreaty of his widowed mother ; but he seems to have soon 
abandoned the pursuit of -ecdesiastical stipends and ^inploy- 
ments; for in S^sotland, the office of clergyman, althoo^ 
respectable, is not seductive. There the ^^ ministers of the 
go$pel,'^ neither hunt, nor shoot, nor fish ; they preadi, how^ 
ever, twice a week, pray daily, and r^plarly instruct their 
flock in all Christian duties. 

From this period, Mr. Grant appears to have led a ram- 
bling life during many years. Having repaired to' England 
about the age of nineteen or twenty, after a short residence 
' here, be afterwards visited Ireland, but in what capacity is 
not well known. It appears to have been there, however, that 
he imbibed a taste for the stagey in consequence of hearing the 
late Edmond Tighe, Esq., a distinguished scholar and man 
of fortune in the sister island, recite the tragedy of Oroon<^o. 
This gentleman, the friend and schoolfellow of David Gbrrick, 
is said to have possessed much of his manner, genius, and 
animation. He declaimed, therefore, with equal spirit and 
effect. From this moment, Mr. Grant, who is said to have 
been some time at sea as a midshipman, resolved finally to 
make tKe stage his profession. He accordingly oftered him* 
tself as a candidate for fame and employment to the manager of 
the Dublin theatre, and having exhibited such a specimen <xf 
his talents as appeared to countenance his pretensions, he 
made his appearance as the << sable Indian Prince,'' a cha- 
racter which bad first inspired him with a taste, or rather a 
passknij for the hi$trionic art. The representation was such as on 
one hand to excite applause, and on the other, to give all manner 
of encouragement for him to pursue his career : his youth and 
ardour, on this occasion, contributed not a little to win the 
hearts of an Irish audience. Either at this time, or soon after, 
he assumed the cognomen of Raymondi (a very romantic name) 
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either to conceal his own, or to confer a new interest cm his 
noyel speculation. Under the management of Mr. Daly, he 
acted thie parts of Jaffier and Castalio, with considerable 
success. 

Burning to London, where rumour, if not fame, had pre- 
ceded him, he there sought and obtained a permanent dra- 
matic engagement , His progress henceforth 'was both aus- 
picious and fortunate. Having married Miss Carmichael, a 
lady of Dublin, by whom he had two sons and four daughters, 
he now perceived the absolute necessity of labour, punctuality, 
and attrition. In these particulars he was not wanting. Mr. 
Grant had personified several of the most eminent and conspi- 
cuous characters of the English drama in Dublin ; and he now 
exhibited them with more chasteness and many improvements 
before a London audience. It is not unknown to his family and 
friends, that a pc^ular sheriff of London was so much charmed 
with his first night's performance * in the English capital, that 
he presented him with a hands<»ne sum of money at the con- 
clusion of the third act. 

Anterior to this period, however, he had trpd the boards of 
two provincial theatres, Lancaster and Manchester, and it was 
at the former place where he was engaged by Mr. Grubb, then 
chief agent for Old Drury. He happened accidentally to see 
him in one of hb &vourite charact^s, and employed the gockl 
offices of Munden to bring about a negociation. Accordingly, 
after making his debut in Osmond, he undertook a series of 
characters, such as Penruddock, RoUa, &c., which were well 
suited to his cast of parts or mode of acting. 

On the conflagration of Drury-Lane Theatre, Mr. Ray- 
mond might have fairly exclaimed, " Othello's occupation's ' 
gone !" but this melancholy and distressful circumstance proved 
on the whole fortunate. At first, indeed, his ruin and that of 
his family seemed inevitable, and he actually took a house in Fall 
Mall, for the express purpose of opening a booksdl^s shop. 
Mrs. Coutts, then Miss Melon, by way of encouragement, 

* Am OsoHiiid^ ID « the Castle Spcore," lo ?799. 
TOL. II. ^ 
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c^dered^ received, and paid for a very handiome B9)le^ by a]^' 
ticipati<m. 

But another &te awaited him, and he was now called 'i^on 
to display a new talent ; one, indeed, rery difficult, in every 
point of view. 

We have already noticed the annihilation of a splewiid 
but ill-&ted dramatic edifice in the space of ^cne dread 
night." "This event," saj^ a friend, " seemed to doom a 
deserving class of men and the»r dependants to ndn ; b«t it 
ought not to be forgottoi diat the energies of the man^ nt tluit 
' moment, co-<^)erating with the experience of the actor, in dM 
person of James Grant Raymond, w^:^ principaHy instTuiBcaital 
in keeping togeth^a respectable corps of perfimners, and {de- 
serving the very name o[ the Drury-Lane Ccwnpany. Tlie 
activity, zeal, and persev^ance — the undaunted courage — 
the quick perceptum — the inventive genius — the ecODamical 
policy — the conciliating manners, and the firm resolve, were 
then all needful ; and it is no ex^geration to say, that die 
mind of Mr. Raymond supplied them all. I^ as we beiie¥e^ 
the dauntless perseverance and commanding influence of a 
Whitbread akme could have raised the present splendid edifice 
firom lihe ashes of the former, so are we convinced that notte 
but a Raymond could, during tfa^ period of its erection, lurrt 
preserved the ^rit of CHd Dmry in the humble iaberrmcie of 
the Lyceum. 

^^ This service alone is a prouder epitaph dian can be writ^ 
ten on the tomb of moi^ men. But there is uiother point 
in the character of Mr. Raymond, distinct itom €my qaaiky 
of the actor^or ihe manager, and which it would be unjnat to 
neglect or omit. As a man of letters, he £d not ceiitainly 
rank in the first class ; but, that he was a respectaUe audior, 
and an excellent critic, his Life of the unfortunate Dermody 
is a striking proof; whilst the tale itself of that indiscreet ami 
erring difld of genius is a te^mony to the goierosity and the 
benevolence of the heart of Raymond, which surpasses in real 
glory all the other rays of his character. Besides this, Mr. 
Raymond edited two voliunei of his poems. He has also left two 
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tragedies ; one on* the subject of the imfortunate Louis XVL 
and the other called the « Indian Captive.*' The latter iras 
perfermed in Ireland, bul; neither have yet been published* 
We learn, however, with much satis&ction, that it is the in.- 
tentionof his family to sanction and assist the publication of 
an authentic Biography of this much respected and valuable 
man, and that these dramas will form part of the work. 

^< At the commencement of the season, Mr. Raymond bad 
just entered for the second time upon the arduous and invi- 
dious duties of manager of Drury-Lane Theatre; he was also 
a member of the sub-committee of management ; and the most 
cheering prospect of success was just opening to the concern, 
when the haild of Death suddenly snatched away the man, of 
whom the performers and the proprietors may truly say, 
* Take him for all in all, we shall not look upon his like again !' 
"Mr. Raymond, in 1792, married Frances the daughter of 
Mr. Carmichael, of Dublin, who survives him, together with 
two sons and four daughters.** 

He died after a very short illness, for he was seized with 
apoplexy, early in the morning, at his house in Chester Street, 
Grosvenor Place, Hyde-Park Comer, and was a corpse at 
five in the afternoon. Mr. Grant was in the 51st year of his 
age. His agitation of mind is said to have contributed not a 
little to this melancholy event. He had before acted, indeed, 
as a stage-manager in Dublin, under Mr. Daly; but his, 
labours now were on a grander scale, and with a &r more 
gigantic establishment. A numerous body of actors and 
actresses were not only to be kept in good humour, biit all 
those delicate shades of colouring incident to the Green-Room, 
were to be adjusted with the utmost scrupulosity. In addition 
to this the board of Managers was to be courted and attended 
to with the most punctilious observance. It has been said, 
indeed, that Mr. Raymond had actually penned a letter of 
twelve or fourteen pages to Peter Moore, Esq., the chairman,, 
which, not a little, hurt both his nerves and his feelings, and 
is r^>orted to have brought on the distemper that at length 
proved &tal. If this be correct, it is the second death within 
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k very short period, occasioned by the management of Drury- 
Lone Theatre I Soon after his demise, a play was performed 
for the benefit of his respectable widow and children, which we 
trust, has proved advantageous. 

List of the Works of the late Mr. Raymond. 

1. The Life of Thomas Dfermody, 2 vols. 8vo. 1805. 

2. The Harp of Erin, or Poetical Works of Thomas Der- 
mody, 2 vols. 8vo. 1807« 

3^ Two unpublished Tragedies. 
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No. XXX. 

Sib JOHN PALMER, Bart. 

Xh£ Palmers of Carlton, in Northamptonshire boast of 
an ancient lineage^ having been seated at Stoni-Stanton, 
in the county of Leicester, so early as 1408. The ba- 
ronetcy was obtained in 1660; and Sir Geoflfery, the first 
who possessed that title, had a seat in parliament, and 
must have been a man of some consequence^ as he was 
selected one of the managers for conducting the prosecu- 
tion of the famous Earl of Straffiird. Ebving changed 
sides, and being bred to the bar, he was advanced to the 
rank of Attorney-General by Charles IL, soon after the 
Restoration. 

Sir Lewis, his eldest surviving son, seems to have both lived 
and died in great privacy ; but his grandson, Sir Geofiery, sat 
as Knight of the Shire for the county of Leicester in four 
successive parliaments. 

Sir John Palmer, the fifth and last Baronet, w^s the only 
surviving son of Sir Thomas, by Jemima daughter of Sir John 
Harpur, Bart., a grand-daughter of Thomas Lord Crew. He 
was born in 1735, succeeded his fi^er, Sir Thomas, in 
1 765 ; and three years after, married Charlotte daughter of 
Sir Harry Gough, a Warwickshire .baronet, and grand- 
daughter of Thomas Lord Crew, by whom he had eig^t 
children; six sons and two daughters. He died at his seat in 
Northamptonshire in 1817, at the age of eighty-two^ afl^r 
having represented the county of Leicester in Parliament 
during fifteen years, firom 1765 to 1780, at which period he 
retired to his patrimonial estate. He was a gentleman of pure 
and virtuous principles, steadily and zealously attached to the 
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Establishment in Chirrch and State and eminently distin- 
guished for a high sense of duty, in every relation of life. 
He was a good father, an affectionate husband, a kind master, 
and a firm friend. The neighbourhood will experience the 
severe loss of a liberal benefactor, and the communis at 
tsirge, that of a valuable example* 



Digitized by 



Google 



( m ) 



No. XXXI. 

The Right Hon. 
JAMES-EDWARD Lord ARUNDEL oi WARDOUR 

(May 4, 1605), 

AND COUNT OF THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE (1595). 
" DEO DATA.** Mot* 

1 HIS is an ancient family which has flourished during many 
years> in the west of England. It is most likely that it derives 
its origin from Normandy; for at the general, survey, soon 
after the conquest, Roger de Arundel was found to be pos- 
sessed of 28 lordships in the county of Somerset alone, (20th 
of William I.) as appears from the text of Domesday Book« 

His descendants proved warriors of some renown. One of 
these, Sir John Arundel, was a valiant commander during 
the French wars, in the reign of Henry VI. and his grand- 
son, of the same name, was dubbed a knight, on account of 
the courage displayed by him in the battles of Terouen and 
Tournay. Of his sons. Sir John, the eldest, was ancestor of 
the Arundels of Lanheme, in the county of Cornwall ; while 
a second. Sir Thomas, obtained a grant of Wardpur Castle, 
in Wiltshire, from the crown ; but the latter was beheaded in 
1552, under pretence of conspiring against the life of John 
Dudley Duke of Northumberland. His son. Sir Matthew, 
however, was knighted in 1574*5 and his grandson Sir Tliomas^ 
was created Lord Arundel, Baron of Wardour, by James L 

This nobleman, like his progenitors, addicted himself to 
warlike pursuits, and was romantic enough to take up arms 
against the Turks, then denominated Infidels, who wished^ 
over-run all the Christian powers of Europe. He accordingly 
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served under the Austrian banners in Hungary, and in conse* 
quence of his gallantry was created a Count of <^ the Sacred 
Roman Empire," by the Emperor Rodolphus IL the patent 
of which title is dated at Prague, Dec. 4, 1595, and the rank 
and honours are extended to him and his descendants for ever. 

Thomas, the second Lord, married the gallant * Blancdie;, 
sixth daughter of Edward eleventh Earl :^f Worcester, 
and seems to have led a quiet life, notwithstanding he ap- 
pears to have been a Roman Catholic ; but his son and soc- 
cessbr Henry, was committed a close prisoner to the Tower c^ 
London, together with several other noblemen of the same 
persuasion, on the in&mous testimony of the profligate Titus 
Oates. He was afterwards however admitted to bail, and 
liberated when the arts and peijuries of that miscreant had 
been fully detected. 

Henry, the seventh Lord, in 17399 married Mary, daughter 
and heir of Richard Anmdel B^aling, of Laoheme, in the 
county of Cornwall, Esq., by which match he re-united the 
two chief branches of this family, after a separatism of 200 
years, and thus brought a considerable addition to the for- 
tune of the younger, which h^p^ied to be thq ennobled 
branch. 

Henry, the late Lord, travelled for many years on the Con- 
tinent, and resided successively at the courts of Versailles, 
Vienna, and Berlin ; at the two former of which he was wdl 
received on account of his professing that very religion whidi 
disqualified him from any honourable or lucrative post in his 
own country. As his ancient seat of Wardour Castle was 
ruined in the time of the civil wars, when his ancestors had 
taken part with Charles I. he erected a noble mansion in its 
vicinity,^ a circumstance which contributed not a little to em- 
barrass his fortune. 

On the demise of this nobleman, who had no male issue, 
Dec 4, 1 808, he was succeeded by his first cousin. . 

* This heroine, with a garrison of only aoo men, defended Arundel Castle against 
a parliamentary army consisting of 1800 troops, during six days, at the end of which 
period she obtained an honouiable capitulation. This intrepid femtle died in 1649. 
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James Everard Arundel, the 9th Lord, was bom March 4, 
1768; and on February 3, 1785, married his second cou- 
sin, Mary Christiana, eldest daughter of Henry the preceding 
Baron, by whom he had seven children. This lady having 
died in 1805, he afterwards selected for his wife, Mary, daugh- 
ter of Robert Burnet Jones, Esq. by whom he had two 
daughters. 

Being, like all his immediate progenitors, of the Roman 
Catholic persuasion, he of course hesitated to subscribe the 
oaths prescribed to such as are allowed to take their seats in 
the House of Lords, and was thus excluded from many of the 
benefits of peerage. The same reason that prohibited him 
from his seat in Parliament, also precluded him from any 
honourable employment in the service of his country; but the 
rigour of our ancient statutes have been greatly softened since 
that period, in respect to those who serve either in the army 
or the fleet* 

His lordship was accordingly obliged to lead a life of sechi- 
sion, but being a man of amiable manners, he was greatly be- 
loved. He died at Bath, July 14, 1817, in his 57th year, 
and was succeeded in the family honours and estates by his 
eldest son Everard, the tenth Lord. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel MELLISH, 

EQUERRY TO HIS BOYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCE REGENT* 

The Mellishes of Yorkshire, partly by trade, and pardj by 
adyantageou9 contracts with, and rftuations under goTenuneBt, 
have attained conriderable fortunes. The gentleman -who is 
the sulgect of this brief memoir, chose to depart bom the 
plain and beaten track pursued by his forefathers; but how 
fer this deviation proved advantageous to him, either an tht 
score of health or property, is no longer equivocal. Indeed, 
his life^ if written by an able biographer, minutely acquainted 
with the various particulars of it, would not only ^rm a most 
interesting episode, but at the same time prove an useftil 
Vade Mecum for every gay young man, either on the Tofam or 
Turfy on his entering into, life. 

Lieutenant- Colonel Mellish was bom in 1777. His father, 
' Mellish*, Esq. of Blythe near, Doncaster, in the county 
of York, was a man who possessed considerable landed estates 
in that shire. At an early age his son was/sent to a public 
school, where he soon exhibited a very ardent temperam^it, 
utterly insusceptible, indeed, of controul, but not of instmo- 

* The father of the subject of this biographical notice sat for some tUne in pufia- 
ment for the borough of.EastBetfbrd. He supported Lord North's adminietiatioM ; 
and afterwards obtained the lucrative office of Receiver-General of the Excise. His 
half-brother, Mr. Charles Mellish, was shot in hi^ carriage a few yean since by a 
highwayman. 

William Mellish, Esq., knight of the shire for the county of Middlesex, is uncle 
to the late Lieutenant-Colonel Mellish. Another member of this fismily, long en- 
joyed a most extensive as well as lucrative contract for the supply of the victuaUuig 
dqtartmtnt dating a large portion of the late contest with Fiance. 

His town-house in Albemiurle-stMct is now converted into the « Royal Instliuiion." 
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tiaD^ for he attained an early profid^cy in the classics^ al^ 
though at the same time his masters fomid it extremely 
difficulty if not wholly impossible, to regulate his conduct by 
the rules^ prescribed for other boys of the same age. It is but 
little wonder that the army should exhibit powerM attractions 
for such a character; and he, of course, aspired to a com* 
mand in the cavalry. 

MriMellish accordingly became a comet in the Uth Re- 
giment of Light Dragoons, but this corps does not i^pear 
to have been either sufficiently gay or e^qpensive for one of his 
turn of mind«^ He accordingly exchanged into the i. 10th 
Hussars, under the immediate command of His Royal High- 
ness the Prince of Wales, before he was of age^ and soon 
entered into a brilliant, but short and dangerous career, 
which, in progress of time, would have consumed the best 
fortune and strongest constitution in the kingdom. 

On attaining the term of twenty-on^, which is not always the 
exact period of discretion, it was soon perceived that he was 
eminently deficient in point of experience, and he accordin^y 
became the prey of men older and far more cunning than 
himself. 

Captain Mellish (for he had now attained a troop) was ac- 
tuated by that ambition which frequently inspires noble 
sentiments, and leads some men to the most glorious deeds of 
patriotism and of valour: but in him, it was ambition misdi- 
rected; or rather it was a love of notoriety, which led him to 
three different pursuits; and although- each had a difParent 
starting-'posif yet aU terminated at the same goal/ 

Our gay young officer of cavalry, first appeared on the tur^ 
with no small degree both of splendour and reputation. To qua- 
lify himself for this expensive and dangerous sport, he entirdy 
dedicated that time and those talents which, if consecrated to 
better objects, might have made him an excellent legislator^ 
an able statesman, and a bene&ctor to his country. Since 
the q>och when the Duke of Queensberry appeared at New- 
market, no one had attained a greater precision in the noble 
arts of feeding, currying, bleeding, purging, and trdning 
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horses.' He actually studied the osteology of his &Tourite 
animal ; he made himself accurately, and it may be termed 
prafessumaUyy acquainted with the powers, good qnalities 
strength, and capabilities of the race-horse; he attained an 
exact knowledge of weights and distances ; he knew the names, 
characters, habits, and peculiarities of all the noted riding and 
training grooms ; and, in short, to a Bunbury's eye, seemed to 
have superadded a Foley's head. But did this wayward 
species of knowledge lead either to true fame, or honouraUe 
reputation? Did it enable him to retain, — or what, perhaps, 
would have been a merit of a very equivocal kind, — to en- 
crease his patrimonial fortune? The cool calculating head of 
the late Mr. Ogden, and the gains of all who betted against 
him, will best answer this question. Although he knew the 
oddsy as well as if he had been a disciple oi Demovore^ yet they 
contrived so to hedge themselves, and ditch him, (without re- 
curring to the remotest idea of any foul play whatsoever,) that 
he was soon forced to retire with a fallen crest, an irritable set 
of nerves, and a diminished fortune ! What can be expected 
from the man that stakes his all, or nearly his aU, on the fiutb, 
honesty, and chaste conduct of a beggarly boy, who, after 
being bred in the stables at Doncaster or Newmarket, among 
jockeys of the worst and lowest description, are placed in the 
scale for the purpose of adjusting — apt their consciences, but 
their weights? 

However, Mr. Mellish did not confine himself to one spe- 
cies of celebrity. While the turf was in an uproar at his spe- 
culations and achievements, Hyde-Park occasionally witnessed 
his skill and gentility as a rider. Here again he excelled. 
On the road, or in the field, he could urge either a back or a 
hunter to greater exertions and higher feats than any of his 
contempormes. What are a few ^^ dirty acres'' in comparison 
to such an achievement? 

As a whip, too, it was his ambition to be without a superior; 
and he might have been fsdrly elected the leader of the Ba- 
rouche Club, in opposition to all the great and singular pre- 
tensions of Lord Onslow and Sir John Ladd. Captain Md- 
lish at length attained such wonderfiil skill in this fiishionable 
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mystery, that he could drive four in hand rather better than, 
the coachman of the York mail ; while he contrived to manage 
his reins with greater facility than a Bond-street buck can 
regulate his Dennett. But not contented with this, he dis- 
played his superior excellence by the selection of shy, skittish, 
jibing, and unruly horses, in the Management of which our hero 
appeared unequal^ed. 

At the same time. Captain Mellish was not insensible to 
another species oi glory ! He became the, patron, die pro- 
tector, and, what was far better, the treasurer of the most 
noted pugilists ! In this capacity he not unfrequently initiated 
the provincial novice in all th& secrets of the art ; while he, at 
the same time, encouraged the veterian who . had sometimes 
bullied and bled, and been mauled, and not unfrequently 
fought shy, and proved recreant, as exactly suited the in^ 
terests of hims^f arid his employers. It was thus that he 
rescued the honour of the EngUsh name from disgrace, and 
taught foreign nations to make a due estimate of the vigilance 
of the magistrates, our obedience to the laws, our respect for 
sobriety, and our love of order ! 

But these various pursuits, however expensive in themselves, 
would have proved insufficient, perhaps, to have wasted the 
gains and the savings of his opulent ancestors, had not the 
dice-box been called in to quicken the operation. After this, 
the auctioneer and his hammer are matters of course, and they 
were accordingly resorted to at last. 

His friends, who had been always anxious to reclaim Mr. 
Mellish, now again kindly interposed, and, for the first time, 
with some degree of effect. He accordingly, at their instiga- 
tion, relinquished the pleasures of the gaming table, and all 
the fascinations of Tattersall's, and the pugiUstic ring, for ex- 
ploits of a very different kind. The gallant General Sir 
Rowland Ferguson having been pleased to appoint him one of 
his Aides-de-camp^ l^e repaired in his suite to Spain and Por- 
tugal, and readily exposed himself to conflicts which, however 
dangerous they might appear, were assuredly far less hazard- 
ous than those he had formerly exposed himself to in St. 
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James's Street and PaU-Mall. This part of his conduct if 
highly lauidable and deserves our most hearty commendation. 

At length towards the conclusion of the Peninsular war, be 
returned to his native country, and either then or soon after 
obtained the rank of Lieutmant-Ccdonel by brevet in the 
army, and nearly at the same time, if we are not mistaken, 
he was appointed Equerry to the Prince erf* Wales, a post for 
which, as he^ excelled in horsemanship, he must be allowed to 
have been admirably qualified. 

He DOW determined to settle in life; and aooordix^ly, as a 
first step, rqiaired to his farm at Hodsack Priory, to which h« 
had been enabled to return both with safety and honour, m 
consequence of the judicious arrangemmts of several of his 
fiiends, : for these gentlemen, by the judicious management of 
his property during his absence, had contrived to save some- 
thing out of the wreck. Colonel Mellish also determined, 
about this epoch, on another step, suggested by their prudence 
and his own inclinations ; this was to marry. He accordingly 
paid his respects, and finally led to the altar, one of tbs 
daughters of thie Dowager Marchioness of Lansdown, by her 
first husband Duke Gifibrd, of Castle-Jordan, in the county 
of Meath, Esq., whose fortune in addition to the remnant of 
his own patrimony, now enaUed him to live in comfort, and 
even in affluence, had he been so inclined: but he still longod 
to indulge in his former ddights ; for his passion for the tnrf 
appears to have been inextinguishable^ and be cherished the 

Veteris Vestigia Flamnue 

until the last moment of his existence ! 

This unhappily was not iat distant, for his constitution had 
sunk under the long-continued toils and turmoils of both body 
and mind. Accordingly a dropsy now threatened his exist- 
ence, and he actually died of this disorder, produced l^ the 
Tave^ea of premature old age^ in the autumn of 1817! His 
remains were interred with those of his ancestors, at the vil- 
lage of Blythe, the place of his former residence ; and all his 
hcMTses, dogs, and cattle were soon after sdd. 
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Thus died, entirely worn out and exhausted, in tlie fortieth 
year of his age, a period when some men only b^pni to live in a 
rational point of view, Lieutenant-Colonel Mellish. In his 
person he was handsome, in his manners agreeable, in hi^ 
ruling passion insatiable. When we contemplate the mode in 
which the greater part of bis life was spent, we wonder, while 
we admit, that to a bad taste for horses, hounds, jockeyship, 
and boxing, he united many cbmpanionable^ and some ex- 
traordinary qualities. His inexhaustible flow of animal spirits 
made him sought after by all the jroung and the gay. His 
conversation was fiill of facts and anecdotes; he could at times 
be gmve, and even serious and didactic Nor was be wholly 
insensiUe to the graces always attendant on the fine arts, tie 
had Cultivated, and understood music ; that hand, accustomed 
to the vulgar labours of the coachman, could occasioncdly wield 
the pencil, and aflbrd both deiight and amusement : for he 
could draw with skill, and paint with a considerable degree of 
effect, in oil. 

It is truly lamentable, that such qualities and accomplisbo 
mehts, should have been perverted by a long series of errors, 
diss^tion, and follies, which, as tliey led both to his ruin, and 
his death, will, it is to be hoped, serve as so many beacons to 
warn the gay, unthinking, and unwary. It may be seen, indeed, 
from the above details, that youth, beauty^ and hereditary 
wealth, are all of little or no avail, without early prudence 
and decorum, coupled with a reli^ous attachment to virtue, 
good conduct, and good morals. 
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CHRISTOPHER POTTER, Esg. 

BX-M.P. FOR COLCHBSTEIU 

1 HE early part of the life of Mr. Potter, appears to be lost 
in obscurity. We first hear of him, in the administration 
of Lord North, during the American war, when he became a 
contractor for government. At that eventful period, without 
being a baker by trade, he contrived to acquire a considerable 
fortune, by manufacturing bread for the army ; and it will be 
seen in the course of his future pursuits, that by means of the 
aoen^ he afterwards contrived to acquire and maintain, no small 
share of reputation. 

Had the subject of this brief memoir, confined himself to 
l^is contract, he would doubtless have realised the most san- 
guine expectations of an ardent, and ambitious mind. But as 
Colchester had been for some time the scene of his glory ; so it 
also wa3 fated to become the scene of his defeat Not content 
with supplying batches of tread, he now aspired to the liess 
profitable trade, of polling batches of electors, a business, in 
which, notwithstanding his accurate knowledge of old 
** Cocker," he appears to have been a mere novice ! 

On the death of Isaac Martin Rebow, Esq., in 1781, the 
colleague of the late Sir Robert Smyth, Bart, the Speaker 
issued his Warrant for a new writ to the Clerk of the Crown^ 
on the 12th of November. On this occasion two candidates 
started for public favour; the one was Captain, afterwards 
Admiral Affleck ; who we believe was countenanced by the 
ministerial interest, and Mr. Christopher Potter, ex-contrac* 
tor, and now become a staunch patriot, who appeared on 
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tike popular side. The immense expenses usually incurred, 
in bringing down the out-voters, and influencing the resident 
electors was not diminished on the present occasion ; and ac- 
cordingly a very long and vigorous contest ensued. At the 
^ end of this protracted conflict, Mr. Potter appeared to have 
the majority on the poll ; but a Committee of the House of 
Commons decided it otherwise ; for at length it was resolved, 
March 4., 1782, « That Edmund Affleck, Esq., was duly 
elected, and ought to have been returned !" The triumphant 
candidate was created a baronet a few weeks after.* 

The Ex-Member for Cdchester, now disappeared from be- 
fore the public eye, for a long series of years ; and although 
his particular friends and connexions were well aware that he 
had elnigrated to and settled in France, whither he had trans- 
ferred the residue of his capital, yet it was only from the pages 
of the ManiteuTj and a vote of the. National Assembly f , that 
strangers learned of his having opened his ovens with no small 
d^ee of effect, on the other side of the channel. 

The French have doubtless carried the art of manufacture^ 
ing porcdaine to a high, and perhaps an unrivalled degree of- 
perfection, particularly in the article of gilding. To have 
gone thither therefore for the purpose of entering into compe- 
tition with rival dealers, must have appeared to most men a 
very dangerous and unprofitable speculation. Certain it is, 
however, that the china produced under his inspection and 
superintendence, exhibited an extraordinary portion of beauty, 
taste, and elegance. To attain this, he applied himself with 
no common degree of attention and perseverance to chemical 
researches, for the purpose of improving the colours, while 
he had acquired a surprising skill in the mechanical part of his 
art. At length, by an union of both, not only particular 
ornaments, but long sets and services^ as well as rare, unique, and 
expensive articles, on issuing firom his furnaces seemed instantly . 
to acquire a certain degree of celebrity and renown that put 

• May 28, I7t3. He wu afterwards promoted a Rear- Admiral of the Bine, on 
February 10, i784. 
t .<* Citizen Potter hat deterred w«H of hit c(mmxy." 
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sui>erionty to defiance. The ww^ism of Sev% have iodead 
flourifibed by Hieans of rcgid proto^tkm before and ioEiperial 
patronage ^ft^ the period bere aUodel to; bttt durmg tlie 
short-lived and disastrous qpoqh <^ the Frescb ewmonweahh, 
this el^ai^ art was left to indiYi^tedl compititifiii alcme; and 
it was an £k^U?hman who proved the niost anccetsfiil candi- 
date £oi fame. 

There is every reason to ftiippoie liiat/Mr* Potlei^ pre- 
vioudy to bis death, which oconrred in 1817» had rdinqfliidicd 
this, in Older to engage in some otb^'pEuraiut; for be wa» 
both qiecvdadve and eooontrie, and with these qoalilMs^ wUdi 
are sfdfidently c^nmon, be vniied a |^ Ibat but ranefy ao 
con^onies them; £^ he eoidd calcnlate by memafy atone 
wi& a pronqptkode that astonished Ae bdi(dder» and at Ifae 
same tine with a degree of precisio% that eoidd pviy be 
equalled by the sk>w and painftd qperations of tbe couaiii^ 
ihouse ! 
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Sir JOSEPH MAWBEY, Bart. 

1 HE Mawbeys cldm their descent from the village of 
Mawtby, in the county of Norfolk; but they owe their wealth 
and title to the manufactories of this great and i^ul^t island. 
Mr. Joseph Mawbey, was for many years oigaged in a large 
and profitable distillery at Vauxhall ; and by the conyersion of 
malt intQ. British spirits and vinegar, realised a considerable 
fortune; which was encreased by a marriage in 1760, witl| 
his cousin, iMiss Pratt, who finally succeeded to the jdlnt for^ 
tunes of both her father and broths. As a multitude of hoga 
were fattened ai his, Uke all other distilleries near town; this 
afforded ample scope for jests and puns, when he became a 
member of parliament. 

Both in 1761, and 1768, this gentleman served as a burgesn 
for Southwark; in 1765, he was created a Baronet." On the 
death of Sir Frfii^cis Vincent be Wfts tl^op^ ]^Bj|gl^^pf Jlj^e &1^ 
for thfe county of Surrey, as well as in 1780 and 17$i4? j ^^ 
on all these occasions his conduct was es^niplary fund i^prrect; 
He was also distinguisjied ,^ a c^^iri^^an qf the ^fua^Ufe: 
sessions. 

The lata Sir Josei^ was one of the v^e .^S^rsn by 
the heiress just alluded to, who died in 1790! He y^9& horn 
about the year 1763, andsucce^ed his &ther in 179,8. .Two 
years anterior to this (Aug. 9, 1796), he married l^^ss Chpr- 
Iptte Catherine Mary Hendbman, daughter of Thoflms >Haach- 
man, Esq., of Littleton, in the county of Middlesex, by whofu 
he had issue two daughters ; so that the baronetcy is extinct 
for want of a male heir. 

A A 2 
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This gentleman resided at Bottley's, near* St. Anne's-hill, m 
Surreyi and once presented himself as a candidate for that 
cofmty. 

iThe remains of Sir Joseph were interred at Chertsey : the 
attempt to render his obsequies simple and without pomp was 
frustrated by the numerous amplications from persons desirous 
of showing their last testimony of r^ard. The poor in him 
have lost a friend, as he performed his duties as a magistrate 
with unbiassed rectitude^ and by living on his estate conduced 
to the b^efit of all around him. 



No. XXXV. 
The Rev. WILLIAM BELOE, B.D. F.S.A. 

KECTOa OF ALL-HAlLOWSy LONBOK-WALL ; PREBENDARY OF ST. PAN- 
CaiASi IK ST. PAUL'S CATHn>RAL ; AND PREBENDARY OF LINCOLN. 

9I.B. Belob^ was bom in 1756-7> and died in 1817, at his 
house in Kensington S^uafe. He was a manof Tery ext^isive 
erudition; he possessed great loyalty and zeal; and at one 
^enodf was laborious in the extreme. He first distinguished 
himself by his translation of Herodotus ; and acquired a certain 
d^ee of literary eminence, in consequence of his various 
publications. 

We have been promised a biographical memoir of this 
gentleman, and hope to be able to insert it, if not in the ap- 
pendix to the present, at least in our next volume. 
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The Right Hon. the COUNTESS op ALBEMARLE. 

1 HIS much lamented lady was the fourth daughter of the late 
Edward Lord Southwell, Baron de Clifford, Westmoreland, 
and Vesci, by Sophia, third daughter of Samuel Campbell, of 
Mount Campbell, in the county of Leitrim, Esq. The Hon. Eli- 
zabeth Southwell was born June 11th, 1776, and educated in 
a manner suitable to her rank and pretensions, under the 
immediate care of an accomplished and most exemplary mo- 
ther, who, indeed, afterwards acquired so high and exalted a 
character in England, as to have a Princess, at once the hope 
and ornament of the nation, committed to her charge. 

At a very early age, (on April the 9th, 1792,) this young 
lady became the wife of the Right Hon. William-Charles 
Keppel, seventh Earl of Albemarle, by whom she had no 
fewer than fifteen childrai. Of these, eleven, including Lord 
Bury, her eldest son, still survive, to deplore the loss of a 
fond and affectionate parent ! 

In consequence of the Dowager Lady de Clifford's official con- 
jiection with, and, still more, her friendship and uninterrupted 
attachment to the late Princess Charlotte of Wales, her daugh- 
ter, the Countess of Albem^le, had frequent opportunities of 
visiting at Warwick-House. This intercourse soon produced 
a reciprocal regard; and Her Royal Highness, among many . 
marks of her affection, a few years dnce presented Her 
Ladyship with a bust of Afr. Fox, cut by the chisel of 
Nollekens, which is preserved, with religious veneration, at 
Elvedon in Suffolk. It was accompanied with a letter, re- 
plete with affection, regard, and esteem. Indeed, the demise 
of this estimable Countess, is supposed to have arisen purely 
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from sympadiy, at the suddm, mournful, and unexpected 
fate of the amiable Princess, just alluded to. The account 
this event was disclosed to her, with every possible prepar- 
ation, that delicacy could suggest, or tenderness' anticipate, 
more especially as Her Ladyship was then in the family nxxy. 
Happening to be at that period at Holkham-Hall, in Norfolk, 
the seat of Mr. Cok^ with whom the Earl of Albemarle her 
husband has always Jdved in terms of the most unrestricted 
intimacy, preparations were made for their return to Snfiblk, 
alihough the accouchemekt was not expected until the lapse of 
a tew weeks: but oh the 15th of November,, exactly seven 
3ays after the demise of her illustrious friend ; arid but three 
or four after the communication of the fatal intelligence. Her 
Ladyship* was seized with the pains of premature labour ! 
On this, recurrence was instantly had to the best m^cal ad- 
vice that could be procured; but in sevetiteen hours after 
^periencing the first throes, this estimable woman was a 



The latter portion of this time was truly alFectilig: few, 
i)eihg iully conscious of her fate, the Countess called for the 
Earl to approach her bed, and pressing his hand in her own, 
so long as life afforded the least muscular energy, witk her 
lateis^ breath she invoked all the blessings of heaven on the 
fiead of her dear husband and children, and then immediately 
expired ! 

Thus died like a heroine^ in the 42d year of her age, Eli- 
zabeth Countess of Albemarle, who, as a daughter, a wife, a 
mother, and a friend, is fidly entitled to unmixed praise. It 
is lo be hoped, thai so bright ah exemplar of all that is good, 
amiable, and estimable, will hot pass away without pfoducilig a 
Hue effect on the f^e arid country in Which she lived and 
died. 
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No. XXXVIL 
Mr. THOlilAS CORAM, 

THE PRINT COLLXtJToi. 

1 o the phtkntluropy of a former Thomas Cimtm, bc^rn hi 
it^ early part of the eighteen^ century (1716), we aii& iii-^ 
debt)ed fer th« egtablishment erf* the Foundling Hospital, within 
the precinct* of which he was bimed ; teid a hew street m its 
vicinity, which now bears his name^ and was bmh upon his 
estate, attests the well-merited gr a ti tm le of tiie present age. 

TTie gentlanan of whom we now treat, was both his name- 
sake luid near relation; but his mind txyck a very difierent 
direction, for he becanie a loVer of Feriu, and consequisntly 
a collector of every thing in his own peculiar line, so far as his 
scanty means extended. He not only admired, but possessed 
a good taste for the choicest productions of the graphic art. 
As he was a bachelor, and exceedingly temperate, frugal, and 
abstemious, while all his habits, at the same time, were simple 
and unexpensive, he contrived to indulge in his favourite pas- 
sion. Accordingly, with an exception of the late Mr. Chaun- 
cey, who actually hired chambers for his portfolios^ wh«i his 
house could no longer contain them, Mr. Coram was allowed 
to possess a very rare, valuable, and almost unrivalled collec- 
tion in his apartments, in Oxendon-street ; but a conflagration 
in that quarter, during the course of one night, robbed him 
of the acquisitions of many years, and nearly reduced their 
late owner to despair. He afterwards removed, first to Lyon's 
Inn, and finally to Fountain-court, in the Strand, where he 
died in the autumn of 1817, at a good old age. , 

Although greatly fascinated with, and addicted to this 
branch of the fine arts, Mr. Coram never wielded the graver 
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Iiifmel^ or employed his pencO, exo^ in regpect to one 
speties of drawing; that of caricature portraits of remariaUe 
locking men, whether poets, orators, or common b^gars; 
and these he was allowed to hxve executed with sorprisii^ 
ease^ fiidlity, and eflect. His homoor also^ like his cra^ovu 
was of a sarcastic kind ; bat untonpered and nnblonidied 
with either jealousy or envy. He took care, however, not- 
withstanding his expensive indulgoice in prints, to reserve a 
sufficiency of wealth for himself; not choosing, like his more 
celebrated relative, to be dependent daring his old age^ on the 
bounty ' of others. However, beii^ like him unihcumbeied 
with/i&mily, he determined in the same manner to indulge his 
own taste in the diqx>siti(m of his fortune ; and that we believe 
to a goitleman (Mr. James Caulfidd) who possesses a kindred 
taste, and had alwajrs^ exhibited great kindness and attention 
to him, particularly in his last fiual illness. 

He was buried near his fiither, at Bactersea, in the |coonty 
of Surry, and was attended to his grave by the above gentle- 
man, accompanied by three other paHicular frioids, viz. 
Messrs. Walker, Greaves, and Dyer. 
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No. XXXVIII. 
Sir WILLIAM WOLSELEY, Bart. 

Sir William was the bead of an old Staffordshire family; 
and we have been told by a member of it, that the name was 
originally written Wolfslay, a fact fully justified and confirmed 
by the arms exhibited by himself on this occasion. 

We easily trace their descent to a Baron of the Exchequer in 
the reign of Edward IV. ; but the pedigree goes back to Robert, 
a lord of a manor of the same name, in 12^1. 

The honour of the Baronetcy was conferred on his de- 
scendant, Robert, November 28, 1682, who, perhaps, was a 
lawyer, for he exercised the office of " Clerk of the King^s 
Patents." Sir Charles, his son and successor, represented the 
county of Stafford during the reign of Charles I., and having 
married a daughter of the Viscount Say, was, doubtless, on the 
side of the parliament during the civil wars. His sbn, Wil- 
liam, was created a Lord by, Oliver Cromwell, and made 
Minister Plenipotentiary to the Court of Brussels, by Wil- 
liam III., with whom he appears to have been in great favour. 

Sr William, the third Baronet, was unfortunately drowned 
on his return from Lichfield in his chariot and four, A. D. 
1 728, while passing a little brook, in consequence of a sudden 
breach in a neighbouring mill-dam. 

Sir William Wolseley, the sixth and late Baronet, Was 
bom August 24, 1740, and succeeded his father Sir William, 
in 1779. On July 2d, 1795; he married Miss' Chambers, of 
Wimbledon, in the county of Surrey, -who died in 1811. By 
this lady he had two children, the youngest of whom, the 
Reverend Robert Wolselqr, ceased to east in 1815. 
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The dttdh of this Baronet was both suddoi and singular. 
On Aii^;iiit 5th, 1817, being then in perfect health, and resid- 
ing at his seat caQed Wolseley-hali in the county o£ Stafford^ 
he happened to take a walk in his extensive shnibberies. In^ 
the coarse oi his usual exercise, however, he fell down and 
actually expired before he could be^carried into his apartments. 
His only surviving scm, now Sir Charles Wolseley, Bart., 
who married the daughter of the Honourable ThcHttas Cliffiird, 
happened to be residei^t, at this period, at Lyons in die soodi 
(rf* France. 

The late Sr William Wolseley attained a very considerable 
age, for had he lived but three weAs longer, he would have 
completed his sev^ity-seventh year. 
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No. XXXIX. 
The Rev. WILLIAM HANBURY, B.A. 

]ftfit;TOR OF caURCH-LANGTON, IW THE COUNTY OF LEICESTER. 

1 HIS clergjrman, was the son of the late Rev. William Han* 
bury, M. A., a worthy and orthodox divine, of the Churdi rf 
England, who is entitled to no common share of praise^ in a 
variety of ways. He not only distinguished himself by a 
superior method of planting and rearing fiuciest-trees, both 
deciduous, and ever-greens, but also ^seated the gratitude 
of his country, by a celebrated wori^ oa this very interesting^ 
as well as important sutgect. Nor was he less eminent for 
his taste, in respect to flowers and esculent plants. In 
addition to this, he Mf^pl^ed a considerable portion of his 
fortune in establiidiing a fimd, called after him, ^.^ the Han- 
bury Charity," to " instruct the ignorant, assist the curious, 
adorn the parish ^, and benefit Leicestershire, and the neigh- 
bouring county of Rutland." 

According to Mr. Gough, the celebrated antiquary, the 
late Mr. Hanbury seems to have brought to the utmost 
d^ee of maturity, and stability human affairs are capable o^ 
this singular undertaking, of raising from a plantation of all the 
Various trees, plants, &c. the world produces, a yearly fund 
pf near 10,000/." for the purpose above specified, f 

* Church-iiangton in the county of Leicester. 

t The Rev. Williun Hanbury, Sen. died Feb. 28, 1778> in his 5dd year, and in 
compliance with his own will, his remains were deposited in a mausoleum, lined.with 
yellow >stucco, and buUt by himself. The coffin is covered with black velvet, and oroa- 
roented with silver furniture, which is never to be suffered to tarnish ; here also is a 
bust of himself ; a cell is to be built for a poor woman, who is to open the door regu- 
larly every day, for which she is to receive 2s, 6d a week. 
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William, the son of this worthy, and public spirited eccle- 
siastic, being intended for the church, was sent to the Uni- 
versi^ at a proper age, where he attained the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts. Having afterwards become Deacon, and 
Priest in succession, in 1792, we find him succeeding to 
his father's living, having inducted himself into the rectory of 
Church-Langton, on his own presentation, being both patron 
and impropriator of the same. In addition to his parochial 
duties, he exerted himself also, as a magistrate^ in his division 
of the county ; and died, whilst still young, in the month oi 
March, 1817. 
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- No. XL. 

THOMAS SHERIDAN, E^fi. 

1 HIS gentleman was the only son of the late Right Hott# 
Richdrd Brmsley Sheridan, by his fir^t wife, die accomplished 
Eliza Linley, who died in 1792. Mr. Thomas Sheridan wa» 
educated under the immediate inspection, for. he resdded in the 
family, of the celebrated Dr. Parr, and it is not a little re- 
markable, that this sole surviving member of thp Grecian 
triumvirate* should have been the instructor of his father nearly 
half a century before, while under-master at Hairrow-scbooL 
Young Sheridan next repaired to Cambridge, wh^e he was 
entered a gentleman-commoner. Notwithstanding these initi- 
atory studies, and the example of die elder Mr. Sheridan, irho 
had distinguished himself both by his writings and his eloquence^ 
young Sheridan's destination proved to be the army, by his 
own particular choice.. He accordingly obtained a commis- 
sion, and Lord Moira, a friend of the family, happening to he 
then Commander-in-chief in Scotland, appointed him one of 
his Aides-de-camp, In this opacity he accordii^Iy resided in 
the splendid mansion f of his patron : and as he was unluckily 
accustomed to keep bad hours, the noble Earl determined to 
expose the impropriety of such conduct in the gentlest, but 
most effectual way possible. Accordingly one evening he 
sent all the servants to bed, and sat up himself until four or 
five in the morning when this, who happened to be the junior 
officer on his stafl^ returned in high spirits frpm a balL He 
was not permitted to knock long^ for his illustrious commander 
obeyed the first summons with the utmost promptitude, and 

* Mr. PortOD^ Dr. Bumey, and Dr. Parr. 

t The house of the Earl of Wcmyss, at Edinburgh. 
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going down with a couple of candles^ ceremoniously lighted 
the astonished subaltern to his bed-chamber ! 

It was from the northern part of the island that Mr. Thomas 
Sheridan selected a wife ; a handsome, fine young lady^ of a 
Tcry ancient &mily, who survives him. Miss CaUendar was 
descended originally from the stock of the Earls of Callendar, 
but more immediately from a baronet of the same name and 
family; and by her he has had several children. 

His fether, to whom this alliance was unknown, at length 
acceded^ with some degree oft reluctance, to the match, which, 
with an exception in point of fortune alone, appears to have 
been Ughly eligiMe in every other respect. 

Soon after this, Mr. T. Sheridan became a candidate for a 
seat iH parliament, but failed : so that although we are weS 
aoqoainted with his wit, it remains to be conjectured whether 
his eloipienoe was also hereditary. The borough of Leskeard, 
ao famous in die aimals of Cornish electioneering, was tha 
pkce lor which he stood in 1606, when the Whigs were agaia 
in p#wer. Ob this oocadon, the Hon. William Eliot, son of 
Lc^ Blot, appeared first on the poll : but in respect to the 
two ^|ber candidates, viz. William Huskisson and ThcHuas 
Sheridi^ Esqrs., as there was a keen contest, and a double re- 
turn, a rrfereace was made to a committee of the House of 
Commons, and the question on this occasion chiefly turned 
on the mature of the franchises claimed by the votes for the 
respective parties. By the decision which finally took place^ 
Mr. Huskisaon was found to be '< duly elected,'' and it was at 
the same time declared, ^^ that the ri^t of election was in the 
mayor and burgesses.'' Thus was the subject of this notice 
finajfy discomfited, not only here, but afterwards at Staflbrd, 
whieh w^Bi^e the only attempts ever made by him to obtain a 
seat in parliament. 

Soon affer this, Mr. Thomas Sheridan found it necessary 
to repair to the island of Madeira, in consequence of a pul- 
monary a£fectios, and thither he was accompanied by his vrife. 
On that occasion, such was the res angusta domij that two 
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noble famfliet (Hof&omberland and Devonshire) are said to 
have subscribed lOOO/. each towards the equifmient. * 

At let^A thi& branch of tbe SSheridaus returned once more 
to ik^landy where he acted for a diori time as manager of 
mrnty I^ne: but it wii9 found not only conyenibKit but 
highly desirable, on account of the climate, to accept the 
office of colonial paymaster at the Cape of Good Hope^ the 
salary of which has bee9 estimated at 1200/. sterling. His 
health, however, continued to decJUbe, and he fell a mar^ to 
diis^fusie at this settknutnt on September the Ifitb, 1817. His 
body has been wnce tranaf^Kred to England 

Thus periahed at an early ^ge, Mr. Thomajs Sharidi«i» but 
a.sbort time after the demi«^ of bis &ther, and a few mopths 
antecedent to that of his mother-in-law ; in short, all tbiree 
died withiA iw<^ye months of eadi other. He has Uft n 
widow and seyeral children wJhoUy iinprovided for, to dqdore 
his prenuOwe &te; for his wit, his humour, and his leparto^ 
produced nothing but barrfsni^plimse; and as for hjb c^nnvi^l 
talents, by attracting ccnnpany, and produdi^^ laj£ hoim$ id- 
though they served to embellish, they at the smna time Aoftr 
eoedlife« 

• It has been recently stated, in Vol. i. p. 492. of the << Memoirs of the Right Hon. 
^ B, Sheridan, that <^ a aubsfriptloci, amMinti^g to iQ,«DOl. was ivMed hy Hnfm^ of 
the^foyal fajyiily, and principal nobility," for Mr. T. Sheridan, <' on account of his 
loss at the theatre, (by the conflagration of Drury Lane,] and to enable him to visit t 
iftriBer elio^tQ fw his hmltH." 
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No. XLI- 
The Rev. Sir ADAM GORDON, Bart. M.A. 

PREBENDARY OF BRISTOL. &C. 

1 HE ancestors of this Baronet came originally froth France, 
and were first known by the appellation of tk Gurdon. TTie 
ddest branch of the family, called " the Muckle Gk)rdons,** 
seated themselves in the south of Scotland ; another attained 
xlucal honours on the banks of the Spey, while a third, settling 
in Irdand, one of its members procured a Baronetcy iri 1 764. 

Sir Adam Gordon was born in 1745, a year not a little 
memorable both to England and Scotland. After receiving a 
liberal education, and attaining the degrees of B. A. and 
M. A., he closely addicted himself to the study of divinity, 
aod became first a deacon, and then a priest of the Church of 
England, to which he was afterwards an ornament, by his 
example, his talents, and his writings. 

If we mistake not, long after entering into holy orders, he 
officiated for some time as a curate to the populous and 
opfttlent pari^ of St. Mary-le^Bone, which now possesses a 
splendid chapel, in addition to the small place of worship 
which then only existed. Soon after this he married ♦, and 
retired into the country. In respect to benefices. Sir Adam 
obtained in succession, the rectory of Hinchworth in Hertford- 
shire, a prebendal stall in the cathedral of Durham, and die 
living of West Tilbury in the county of Essex. In these 
several capacities, he distinguished himself by an earnest and 
unvarying attention to his various duties : and, accordingly, we 
find him not only preaching to all, but also catechising and 

* Lftfly Gordon died but a short time before her husbmd, who cntertuiied to high e 
retpect for her memorj, that he left a ?eiy considerable legacy to a lady who liTcd with 
her as a friend and companion, and resided afterwards with himself, until his demise. 
NotwithstitidiDg ha numeroat and exttssiye charities^ Sir Adam i^ears to haire died 
rich. 
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imtrucdng tftor the manner of the primitive Churdi of Ckti$^ 
both the jom^ and munfermed. . 

.- This reverend Baronet endeavoured aho^ todiedicatehkpe»» 
as well Ieis hb pulpit, to the service of public morals, havings 
inanyyears sinoe^&irly and openly combated all the pemidoiis 
positicms laid down in a very seductive book, generally jdaced in 
the hands of our youth on entering the world, which ahtll be 
namedlienBafter. . He was moreover a zealous and courageous 
defisoder of the Chnrdi of England, whose fiuits and fiwtivals 
he elucidated, enforced, and explained, in his printed dist- 
oourses. He also celdi>nited our triumphs during the late wai^ 
particularly by a thanksgivkig. sermotf aa the victory over the 
combined fleet, wlule he dedicated another to the praise cS . 
His present Majesty Oeorge III., on attaining th^ fiftieth 
anniversary of his reign; an occurrence seklom commemop 
rated, even by the sovereigns of Europe. 

It was thus that ^ Adttn spent a long and useful Bfe^ 
which was at la^ terminated, in what may be iaiirly temed, 
<^ actual profesrional service,'' for he was smote by the hand 
of death, when in progress from his prebendal residenoe at 
Bristol, to his rectory at West Tilbury. This melanchofy 
occurr^ice took place, November ,2d, 1817, at die Casde 
Tnn, Salt^HBU, after a short iUness, in the seventy-second year 
of his age. 

The fdlowing eulogy was penned by the hand of frienddnp : 
<< Of the diaracter <^ this exoellimt man, little need be said 
among those ivho personally knew him. But beyond that 
circle it is necessary that a few particulars Aould be 
cohv^ed; that the benefit of eminent example may not be 
limited .to the boundary of private friendship. 'Such of his 
professional labpurs ias have been committed to the press, ex*- 
hifait bim as one who was ever desirous of contributing to 
the w^fiure of his feilow-creatures. But the bri^test view 
of his chariuster was to be obtained, by observing how he 
lived in the two parishes of which he was successively rect^nr ; 
Hincbworth in Hertfordshire and West Tilbury m Essex. 
In these retired situations, he fiUed up the measure of pastoral 
duties,, with an exemplariness which must endear his memory 
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l» if^ety inJMHAtaxit whoM tast^ liM sot bees 'viliftled by hiiA§ 
of profligacy. He was ever ready to render the t&mpott$l onu- 
dflilm of hiti parishkmers more comfertai^ Hii^ however, 
was not the whole of his worth* He nev^ foryi^t the pthh 
cipal oti^eet of his vooation, die etetnal happiness of hk flock. 
For tins he took the utmost pakis in the compositioa of Ihs 
scfrinoiis ; that they might forcibly inculcate Christian pnn- 
<Riples» expose vice, dierish hajpe, aad be intsUigible to every 
member of that humble peasantry committed to his care ; fiur 
to persmis of this condition in lifie, it was his lot to minnter ia 
sacred tilings except in the short intervals of his residence at 
Bristol ; where to the last he was honoured with a crowded 
auditory, whenever he ascauled the cathedral pulpit. But k 
wtas not to preaching that his pastoral labours were confined. 
He was observant of die duty of catechising youth. He paid 
out of his own pocket for the education oi poor dxildren. He 
ndtcd the aide as 4Ui instructor. He ^ideavoored to re- 
train die prc^igate; and not only countenanoed the sober and 
industrious, but endeavoured to help them forward in their 
worldly concerns, as well as to further their reli^bus iln{Mrove- 
aieht. With all this, there was no sectarian mixture. Of the 
necessity of making his parishioners rightly und^stand the 
present state of human nature, and the remedies which infinite 
wisdom and mercy has provided for the evils to which it is exv 
posed, he showed himself fiilly aware. But tya end he pur- 
sued in such a mann^, as never presented him to the world 
under any other ai^pect than that of a clergjrman of the Church 
of Eo^buid. Ail a husband, a master of a fiunily, m, firiend, 
he was not only respected, but beloved^ by those who had die 
greatest interest in his poss^si^ the virtues which adorn these 
nations. Nor was it on these only that the beni^rolenee of 
Us nature flowed. His charities to the poor of his ndghbour^ 
hood were mudi beyond what his meaiis c^ relieving their 
wants would encourage us to expect* In addition to tbeae^ 
lie generally had some case of foreign distress in hand; in the 
mam^ement of which, he was oft^ laboriously enqfdbyeii 
by writing a number ot letters, and by apfAyi^g. in other 
fcrais to the humane^ in behalf of his cUent. To wl^ expenae 
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of Hthc must be added) what it cost him to set the example of 
that charity he solicited: an expense from which he never 
excused himself. In this brief account, the' partiality of friend** 
ship has not produced a single exaggeration. It is a simple 
relation of &cts, to which many can bear witness; and to the 
soothing recollection of which, amplified by numerous in* 
stances idiich have passed under their own observation, they 
often resort, now that the intercourse they had with one ih 
whom so many endearing qualities resided is at an end/' 

Gent. Mag* 

List of the Works of the Beo. Sir Adam Gordon^ Bart. 

1. The Contrast, or an Antidote to the pernicious Prin- 
ciples disseminated in Lord Chesterfield's Letters to his Son, 
2 vols. 12mo. 1791. 

2. Affectionate Advice fi*om a Minister of the Established 
Church to his parishioners, 12mo. 1791.' 

3. The plain Duties of Wise and Christian subjects, (preach- 
ed on the commencement of the War with the French Repub* 
lie) 8vo. 1793. ' 

4. Plain Sermonsjon Practical Subjects, 2 vols. 8vo.. 

5. Sermons on the Fasts and Festivals of the Church <^ 
England, 8 vo. 1 796. 

6. Homilies of- the Church of England, modernized, 2 
vols. 8vo. 

7. Assistant for the Visitation of the Sick, 12ma . , 

8. The Fear of God,, a sure ground of Confidenceand Hop(9^ 
two Fast-day Sermons, 8 vo. 1803. 

9. A Sermon on the Victory over the combined Fleets of 
France and Spain, 8vo. 1806. 

10. The Righteousness of a King, the Blessedness of hli 
People, a Sermon on the 50th Anniversary of His Mi||esty's 
Accession, 1809. 

Sir Adam Goi^don has also lefi; behind him a number of 
MS. sennons, divinity tracts, ftc^ sooA^ of which be .bad in- 
tended to publish. 
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No- XLIL 

Right Hoij. Sp. ANDREW Lor© St, JOHN^ 
OF Blbtsoe, D. C. L. &c &c &C. 

** DATA FATA SECUTA." — Mot. 

1 HE St. Johns (commonly pronounced Sinjons) are d^ 
scended from « &mily, originally settled at the town of SU 
John in Nonnandy. They afterwards came to, and made 
many great alliances in England ; they also appear to haye 
obtained considerable grants from the conqueror ; for we find 
John de St John possessing lands of great extent in Qxford- 
idiire, in the time of Henry I. This line, however, terminated 
in a female, who married William Paulet, ancestor of the late 
Duke of Bolton. Her husband was afterwards created 
B«uron St John of Basing, and Earl of Wiltshire. 

From another branch of this family, sprung Oliver, the an^ 
cestor of the St Johns, Viscounts Bolingbroke, who was con^ 
sequently the progenitor of that celebrated ^oblema^, whom 
Pope thus invokes : 

^< Awake my St John ! leave all meaner things 
To low ambitioD^ and the pridQ of kings ;" &c. 

The Honourable St Andrew St. John, the second surviving 
son of John the eleventh^ Lord St. John of Bletsoe^ by Miss 
Esmonds, the daughter of a London merchant, was bom 
August 92, 1759, and being a younger brother, great and 
singidar pains were taken with his education.. He was ao- 
cordin^y sent to Christ Church Oxford, to complete his studies. 
While there, he not onfy eompHed with all the rules of the 
Universily, but even aspired to its diief honours^ These, were 
accordingly attioned by him, for on May 12^ 1795, he received 
the d^ree of Doctor of Civil Law. 

Being intended for the bar, he had before ^tered himself of 
Idncobi^s Inn, and after his admission, the term of which wa^ 
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^eatly shortened by haa d^ee; he attended die court of 
King's Bendu We believe, that he was the first of late 
years, who wore a gaum without a wig*^ which encumbered 
his heaH, and prevented his hearing the elaborate decisions of 
William Earl of Mansfield. He obtained actual jj^^ermis- 
sion, we understand, firom the Bench, for this omission. 

But Mr. St. John, soon abjured his forensic studies, in 
search of honours and employmoits of another kind. We 
accordingly find him a candidate for the representation of his 
native county, in the fifteenth parliament of Great Britain^ 
which met October 31, 1780; and he was returned, in con- 
junction with the late Earl ,of Upper Ossory, a peer of 
Ireland. 

The opinions of the new Kiiight of the Shire, were decid* 
edly averse to the omtinuance of the American war; he 
therefore contributed all in his power, both by his votes and 
his speeches, to put a speedy terminaticm to it. On its con- 
clusion, he formed part of the Rockingham administration, 
with which he had acted while in opposition; for in April 
1783, we find him nominated Under-Secretary to his firi^id 
the R^ht Honourable Charles-James Fox, who then becfune 
one of his Majesty's principal Secretaries of State. 

On the retreat of his patron £rom office^ which was accom^ 
panied by his own resignation, he once more became a can- 
didate for the same county, in the sixteenth parliament of 
Grreat Britain, convdc^ in 1784 ; but a contest now ensued, 
jand he was obliged to petition the House. A omimittee hat- 
ing declared him <^ duly dected," in consequence of this 
decision, he replaced L<»rd Ongley^ who had beeiv returned by 
the Sherifl^ as the sitting member. In the new parliaments of 
1790, and 1796, we find him elected in ooiijunctioa with his 
<^>ponent Mr. John Osborne, son oi Sir George; and he was 
also returned with the same colleague, during the two first Im^ 
perial parliaments, in 1801, and 1802. Thus, Mr. St. John 
appears to have represented the county of Bedford, during the 

• The editor hat been lolbrmed by a King*t couittel of tonsidenbk aUnditig that 
Bdbcit Burton, Eiq., A Wekh Judge, was tfiother exemption* 

BBS 
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Idng, and almost unexampled term of twenty-flve years. On 
the impeachment of Alr« Hastings, this able and eloqu^lt 
Commoner, was deemed of such consequence, as to be ap- 
pointed one of the managers*, and acquitted himself with 
singular firmness and decorum upon this occasion, f He was 
also a strenuous (^poser of Mr. Pitt's Regency bill. 

On the demise of his elder brother, the Right Honourable 
Henry Beauchamp St. John, on December 16, 1805, (who 
had no issue by Miss Emma Whitbread, second daughter of 
the first Samuel Whitbread, Esq.) he succeeded to the 
honours and estates, as Baron St. John of Bletsoe. His Lord- 
ship supported the same party as a peer, which had obtained 
his aid when a member of the House of Commons ; and he 
spoke several times with his wonted talents and abilities. 

During the second administration of Mr. Fox, by whom he 
was greatly esteemed, he obtained the office of Captain €^ihe 
Band of Gentlemen-Pensioners; and at a period of consider- 
able alarm, he also accepted a commission in the Bedfordshire 
volunteers. 

Lord St John, was at one time an orator of some note. Hk 
two best speeches, as a commoner, were those delivered on 
opening one of the charges against the Ex-Oovernor-g^ieral 
Warren Hastings, in 1787; and that in 1789, when he 
seconded Mr. Baker's motion, on " the state of the nation." 
He also distinguished himself in the House of Lords, in 1808, 
against the "Orders in Council;" on which occasion, the 
resolutions moved by his lordship, were supported by fi>rty- 
scven peers. 

On July 16, 1807, Lord St. John married Louisa, dklest 
daughter of Sir Charles- William- Rouse Broughton, Bart, of 
Downton Hall, in the county of Norfolk, by whom he had issn^ 
several diildren. This nobleman, who had attained the age of 
My-eight, died at his seat at Melchbum, in Bedfordshire in 
1817, leaving his widow pregnant. He is succeeded by his 
eldest son, a boy, only seven years old. 

♦"■Dec. 5th, 1807.* 

t In 17?1> he opened the fourth article of the printed charges. - 
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No. XLUL 
JOSIAH BOYDELL, Esg. 

JLATE AN ALDERMAN OF LONDON, LIEUT. - COLONEL COMMANDANT 
OP THE HAMPSTEAD VOLUNTEERS, &C. &C. 

1 HE name of Boydell is ccHinected with the history and pro- 
gress of the art of engraving in England. One of this family 
(the late Alderman John Boyddll), first distinguished himself 
by his *^ Sketches of Bridges," and when afterwards clad m 
the regalia of the city, one day pointing to these early works^ 
which were bound together for sale, he observed, " This i« 
the first book that ever made a Lord Maycfr of London.* 

Josiah, the nephew, originally bred In his counting-house, 
afterwards became his partner; and finally his successor in a 
business, which that firm not only rendered highly lucrative 
for themselves, but also not a little advantageous to diefr 
country. When Mr. John Boydell first commenced business, 
French prints were imported annually, to the amount of many 
thousand pounds ; and yet he lived to behold the balance of 
trade, in respect to this elegant branch of the fine arts, mor^^ 
than tripled in our favour. 

On his lamented demise, in 1 805, the subject of this brief 
memoir succeeded to his alderman's gown ; like him, in due 
time, he would have filled the civic chair, had not his declining 
health obliged him to resign all his pretensions, five years ^fter. 

Having been the senior officer of the corps^ of volunteers 
enrolled near his own house at West-End, Hampstead, he was 
afterwards elected their Lieutenant-Colonel. He also served 
the respectable office of Master to the Stationers' Company ; 
but both his spirits and strength failing, he retired to the 
pleasant village of Halliford, in the county of Middlesex^ 
wherehe died March 27, 1817. 

Mr. Josiah Boydell was the author of a pamphlet published 
in 180S, entitled <^ Suggestions towards forming a Plan for 
the Improvement of the Arts and Sciences/' 

B B 4 
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No-XLIV. 
Sir WILLIAM INNES, Bar*. 

OF BALVSNIB/ NORTH BRITAIN. 

Xh£ family of Innes is tsuf^iosed to have been originally 
of Flemish extraction, and, if we are not greatly misiiifbrmei^ 
first s^ed under Beroaldus flandrensis in that fertile tract 
of country situate between the Spey and the Lossie, in the 
opunly of Moray. Of this line the (now ducal) house of Innes, 
of Innes, near Elgin, was always considered as the chie^ in 
consequence both of tradition and records. The large pos- 
sessions attached to this stem, and also the title of Banmet 
of Nova Scotia, which was conferred in^ 1628, soon after the 
institution of that order, serves to confirm this statement. 

Sir James Innes, of Balvenie, having died in 1722, was 
succeeded by Robert his eldest. son, who lived until 1758, 
when his younger brothers Charl^ 4ud William, became 
Baronets in succession. 

Sir William Innes, of Balvenie^ the last of thes<e^ of 
whom we now treaty appears to' have been the patriarch of 
baronets, as he was bom about the year 1718. Being 
desirous of military fame^ he served as a vdunteer in the Life 
Qiua:ds, when they attended King George JI. at the batde of 
Pettmgen, in 174S« Mi*. Innes afterwards- obtained a ccx-- 
netcy of horse, and rose through the successive steps of lieu- 
tesiant. Captain of a troop, and Major, until he at length 
attained the rank of Lieutenant-<]k>lonel of the 2d regiment of 
Dragoon Guards, when he seejns to have retired fi^Hn the 
service. 

After thia.he setd^ at Ipswich, wh^^ he ^succeeded to his 
family honours, and resided until hisK death, which occurred 
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March ISth^ 1817. Sir William had then fully completed 
his 1,00th year; and the title was generally supposed to be ex-^ 
tinct: but a respectable gentleman of Bamffihire^ where his 
ancestors had considerable possessions, lately laid claim to this 
title; and presented such an uniform and auth^itic series of 
documaits, that a jury, of which the Right Hon. James Earl 
of Fife was chancdior, to adopt the language of the Scottish 
law, << unanimously served him heir to the title/' 



NcXLV. 

WCHARD LOVELL EDGEWORTH, Esg. 

OF SDGBWORTH TOWStf IN IRELAND. 

jL HIS gentlemafn greatly distinguished himself as a man of 
letters, arid was fortunate in possessing a daughter worthy of 
faimsdf. He died at his seat in the sister island, June IS, ISlTy 
at the age of seventy-four. 

[We intend to'give a detailed account of Mr. Edgeworth'ii 
life and labours, in our next volume, for which materials ar6 
now collecting.} 
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No. XLVL 
The Rev. ROBERT TYRWHITT. 

LATE FELLOW Of JESUS-COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE. 

^HE Tyrwhitts spring from an anci^it and req)ectable family 
which has been long settled in die west of England. The 
subject of the present article is descended from, and actually 
was representative of them, being uncle of the Right Hod. 
Sir Thomas Tyrwhitt, who has been in succession Private 
Secretary, and Secretary Extraordinary to His Royal High- 
ness the Prince of Wales, Auditor and Lord Warden of the 
Stannaries, Steward of the Duchy of Cornwall, Vice- Admiral 
of the same, one of the members of parliament for Plymouth, 

The late Mr. Robert Tyrwhitt was the son of a Residentiary 
of St Paul's; and his maternal grand&ther, Dr. Gibson, was 
Bishop of London. After receiving a pre&tory education, he 
was sent to Jesus-College, Cambridge^ where he soon dis* 
tinguished himself, not only by his talents and ai^lication, 
but also by a certain seriousness of speech, conduct, and be- 
haviour, that gained him the esteem of all. Ecctesiastical 
hcmours and preferment now lay before him, but he refiised 
them all. 

<^ With such connections as his,'' observes one of his 
friends, " he had every reason to expect high preferment in 
Ae church ; but his conscience forbad him to make use of such 
advantages, and he resigned his fellowship, and fdl his expect- 
ati<»i8 from t^e church, on the deliberate conviction of his 
mind, that one God only — who is emphatically stiled in 
Scripture the Father — and the God and Father of our tord 

7 



Digitized by 



Google 



REV. R. TYRWHITT. 379 

Jesus Christ, is t|ie only object of religious worship. On the 
resignation of his fellowship he was reduced to a very narrow 
income^ on which he lived cheerftdly and contentedly; but 
by the death of his broths, clerk to the House of Commonfl^ 
he came into possession of a property which enabled him to 
act up to the dictates of a generous heart 

" It will be incredible to the generality of readers how 
little he spent upon himself, and how much upon others. 
In crvery profession, divinity, law, physic, navy, army, are 
many to lament his loss, and to remember the kindness of a most 
liberal benefactor. His benevolence was not confined to any 
sect or party. He looked upon all as children of one common 
parent, and himself as a steward merely, under Providence 
for what remained to him after the gratification of his natural 
wants, and very moderate desires. 

" Notwithstanding his separation f5rom the church, heHved 
in College, highly respected by that society, and by the most 
distinguished members of the university. For the last eight 
or ten years he was confined by the gout chiefly to his rooms, 
and he had not slept out of College for twenty or thirty 
years. He was particularly well acquainted with the Statutes 
of the University, was associated with Jebb in his plan for the 
improvement of education, was a friend of the late Bishops 
Law and Watson ; and a more strenuous advocate for liberty, 
civil and reUgious, as distinguished from anarchy and misrul^ 
never existed. He published two sermons, preached before 
the University of Cambridge, the one on the Baptismal 
Form*, the other on the Creation of all things by J^us 
Christ; and whoever reads them will lament that the author 
has not explained his sentiments more fidly on many parts of 
Scripture." 

Mr. Tyrwhitt expired in so easy a manner, as almost to be 
imperceptible to his attendants, at his apartments in Jesus 
College, Cambridge, March 25th, 1817. 

• « fiaptismal Faith explaiaed/' tiennoD, 4tOf 1604. 
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No. XLVIL 
The Ret. THOMAS COBB, M. A. 

PREBENDARY OF CHICHESTER. 

Xhis Gergyman was bom in 1?7S, and educated at Canter^ 
bury, in the public grammar-school of that dty, founded bj 
Henry VIIL out of the spcHls of the church and monasterks« 
While there^ be acquired some credit by his early proficiency, 
and was sent hence to Oxford, with the express view of quali'* 
fying himself for the church. At Orid College he first took 
the degree of B. A. and then proceeded ^. A.,, soon after 
which he obtained Priest's Orders. 

In consequence of a marriage with Miss Wyatt % a lady who 
brought him a large estate, by way of dower, he settled as an 
ecclesiastic. His first preferment was the vicarage of Sitting*- 
borne, presented to him by Dr. Moore, late Archbishop of 
Canterbury, some time previously to the demise of that v^ 
learned aud respectable prelate. He afterwards obtained a 
prebend at Chichester. 

, On the presentation of the late Colonel James, of Ightham>. 
^Court-Lodge, in the county of Kent, he became Rector of 
Ightham, on the death of the incumbent, in 1791. On 
this^ occasion, Mr. Cobb determined io render the Parsonage- 
house^ in which he was destined to reside, not only comfbrtaUa 
but respectable. H^ accordingly laid out a large sum of 
money on alterations and additions ; aft^r which he enclosed 
it within a paddock. This place afterwards became the scene 
of his hospitalities ; while his large fortune^ at the same tim^ 
enabled him to adminbter liberally to the numerous poor 
around him, at whose sick beds he was a frequent visitor. 

• On thedem'iM of h«r uncle^ Samuel Wjatt, Esq. &lie inherited his property^ vhieh 
wu very oontideraUe. 
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As a magistrate for the ooonty^ he proved exempli^ in 
point of attendance, as well as minute in investigation ; and he 
deserves great credit for the zeal with which he lately inter- 
posed on the breaking out of a typhus fev^ in the jail of 
Maidstone. The steps taken on this occasion, prevented thQ 
fpread of the contagion* 

Mr. Cobb is represented also to have been exemplary in 
^e various duties and relations of life, viz. as a son, brother^ 
husband, and parent. He died in Albemarle-street, whither 
he had repaired to try the skill of the London physicians, on 
November 26, 1 8 1 7, in the 44th year of his age. The disorder 
diat proved fifttal, was of so obscure and occult a nature as not^ 
only to bid defiance to the talents, but even the nomenclature of 
the medical profession. 
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No. XLVIII. 
THOMAS MARCH PHILUP§, Ess. 

OF 6AREND0K PAHIC, IK THE COUNTY OF LXIC£STSiR« 

JMr. March Phillips was born in the year 1746. His fitther, 
Thomas, was a merchant of the city of London ; his matemol 
grandfather, Sir Ambrose Phillips, a noted lawyer of his day, 
was created a king's seijeant by James II. only two years aik* 
terior to the abdication of that ill-starred monarch. 

In consequence of the bequest of ja, relative^ who left him 
considerable estates, Mr. Phillips, out of respect to his 
memory, obtained his Majesty's leave for the addendum of 
March to his name in 1796 ; and having removed from Dor- 
setshire to Garendon-House*, he resided there during a long 
series of years. 

He married his cousin. Miss Susan Lisl^ by whom he had 
ten children, the sons and daughters in equal portions; and in 
1801, he served the expensive office of High Sheriff of the 

* W« are obliged to the worthy and indefatigable Mr. Nichols, for the folbirio^ 
particalari, extracted from Vol. III. page 809, of his *' History and Antiquitiet of the 
Town and County of Leicester :"— -« The present mansion was hnllt on the site of 
Garendon Abbey, and is supposed to hare been erected aboi|t 150 years; but con* 
siderable alterations were made in It, and the beautiful garden-front was erected, by 
Ambrose Pfaillipps, Esq. about 1736. He was a most accomplished gentleman, and 
travelled through France and all paru of Italy ; and was so remarkably beantifQi in hb 
person, that at Rome and Venice he was called < The handsome Englishman.' 

** He ornamented the park with large plantations, and built the magnificent gateway 
and the elegant temple and obelisk in the park. The garden front of the present man- 
sion shows the great taste he had in architecture ; and was only designed as th« seeoad 
front to a most magnificent house he intended to have built, had he lived to have con. 
pitted it. He was chosen M. P. for Leicestershire in 1797 and 1734 { and dying nn. 
manriedy in 1737> waa buried at Shepeshead; where an elegant Latin epitaph by Dr 
Lisle is faucribed to his. memoiy»" 
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county of Ldoester,- in which his fiunily had possessed very 
considerable estates for more than a century and a half. Their 
pedigree is to be found in Nichols' Leicestershire. 

Mr. I%illips not only lived to a good old age, but had the 
satis&ction to behold his sons honourably employed, at the bar, 
in the church, and in the navy ; while two of his daughters 
married, the <me into a re^)ectable, the other into a noble 
family ; being the wife of the Hon. and Right Reverend Heniy 
Ryder, D. D. Lord Bishc^ of Gloucester, Dean of Wells, 
and Vicar of Lutterworth, in the County of Leicester. These 
events afforded some consolation amidst the afflictions ind* 
dental to age and disease. 

Having removed, some tim^ since, to Bath, Mr. Thomas 
March Phillips died in Pulteney-street, in the 71st year 
of his age, after encountering a long and painfiil ilbiesS| 
towards the middle of June^ 181?. 
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No/XLIX. 
ELLIS BENT, Esg* 

JUPOE-ADVOCATE OF NEW SOUTH D^ALES/ 

1 Hrs gentleman, one of the sons of Robert Bent, Esq., was 
bom either in 1784, or 1785* After the usual prdiminaiy 
education, at an early age, he was sent to the Univers^, 
where he obtiuned the d^ees of B. A. and M. A. Bdng des- 
tined for the bar, he appUed himself with great assiduity to 
his professional avocations; and by a laborious course of read- 
ing, as well as by due attention to practice, qualified hinisdf 
within the short space of four years after he had beccime a 
barrister, for the important office of Judge Advocate. 

Having been appointed to exercise his duties in that captL* 
city, within the colony of New South Wales, he r^Mured 
thither, and soon formed certain arrangements for the further^ 
ance of justice, within his own department, which greatfy 
contributed to the happiness and prosperity of the infimt 
colony. His singular attention to the duties of his staticm, is 
supposed to have shortened his life ; for he died in the town 
of Sidney, at the early age of thirty-two, in the beginning cS 
1817. 

The utility of his plans, which we have already alluded to, 
has been fully attested by a report of a committee of the House 
of Commons, to which was referred ^^ the consideration of the 
state (^the Colony of New South Wales," and the excellence 
of his private character, was demonstrated by the crowd of 
mournful spectators, 'who accompanied his remains to the 
place of interment. On that occasion, his brother, Jefiery 
B^it, Esq., the judge of the New Court of Equity, performed 
the melancholy office of chief mourner; while his Excellency 
the Governor, together with all the officers both civil and 
military attended, in order to testify their respect 

Mr. Bent has left behind him, a widow and no fewer thsik 
five children. 
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No. L. 
Miss HENRIETTA RHODES, 

X POETBSSy NOVEL WRITER, &C* 

Ihis lady, bom in the county of Salop, in the year 1756^ 
was the daughter of Mr. Rhodes of Cann-Hall in the borough 
of Bridgnorth. At an early period of life, although never suc- 
cessfully wooed herself yet she wooed the muses, and in the 
(pinion of her friends, with no small d^ee of good fortune. 
\Some of her neighbours, however, supposed that her verses 
did not rise above mediocrity ; although all concurred in ex«- 
cepting her ballads, a taste for which she had cultivated by 
reading of the famous collection ^, published by the late Dr. 
. Percy, Bishop of Dromore. She also edited a work written 
by her nephew; composed several short and fugitive articles 
for her friends; and printed a novel with a most romantic 
name, loi^ after she had left off the style and appellation of a 
spinster ; having for some time back been called Mrs. Rhodes. 
This lady interposed at the election of members of parlia* 
ment, for the place of her nativity, in 1784, with a generous 
warmth, in support of a friend ; and died at her house in 
East Castle Street, Bridgnorth, February 28, 1817, in the 
sixty-first year of her age. 

List of the Works of the late Miss Rhodes, 

1 . Various Poetical Compositions, in early life, some of 
which were afterwards published. 

2. Rosalie^ or the Castle of Montalabretti, 4 vob. 12mo. 
18U. 

3. An account of Stonehenge, 8vo. 1814. 

4. Poems and Miscellaneous Essays, puUished by Subscript 
ti<Hi, 8vo. 1814. 



* Reliques of ancient English Poetry, 3 volf. IfZmo. 1765. 
VOL. II. CO 
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No. LL 

The Right Hon. CHARLOTTE 

ViscotJNTEss AND Baroness NEWCOMEN, 

OF MOSSTOWK» IN tHE COUN*ry OF LXJftr&lMiiDf IRELANI>- 

JL fit£ fimily of Newcouiiai boaste of great «sitiq«ty9 and 
8t Ims heesn asserted by some meirfiers of it, tkajt Ih^^oaa 
-trace tbeer pedigree, durii^ a i^aoe of tsev^ hundred yBan» 
v^kh toIeraUe exactness. At what precise {)eriod tbey "emir 
.grated Gxxn, England to the sister Tixagiemy -we Icnow sal^ 
bat it was most probably daring the inign of Elizabeth^ Sut 
5re find them iieatod at Keaa^ in the cpinrty <^ Loagfoid, 
in tike tin^ of her immediate s&ceenor. They were created 
baronets by James I., in t62&. 

in consequence of die faUc^e jo( iMir&^nale, in 1 789, ^bk 
"title became ^Qctinct, bdt the 'estfttes devolved 6a Ckmriotte 
Newcomen, cmly cfiild aiidthecr of Oharles Newocanen, cf G»- 
rid^glass, Esq^ ^andson of Sir T. Newcomen, die oxth hart 

This rich heiress, born m or about ihe year 1755, in due 
time became the wife of the lUght Honourable Sir WiBiara 
G^eadpwe, of KiHester Hoine in the ^uiity o^ Dublki, Bart. 
In oomeqnence of this alliance^ he assamed ithe name and 
anns of Newcomen; was soon after ^cted a Kadiii^t of ihe 
Shire, in the Irish Parliament, for*tbe county «f Loagfixd; 
became a privy-counsellor, &c &c. 

By this lady, he had four children, three sons and a daughter. 
Having died Ai^st 21, ISO?, he Wjas succeeded by liis oiily 
son. Sir Thomas, both as a Baronet, and Knjight of the Shi«e. 

Lady Gleadowe^Newcomen, was proivoted to the peerage^ 
in her awn right, during the li£sh4ime of her husband, as Baroness 
Newcom^, on Ju|y $0^ 1800; and finther advanced to be 
VisooufiEtQss Newc^nen, December 4, 1'BO^, with remainder to 
heirs male. ^Notwithstanding her large possesions in Irelmdy 
this lady was accustomed to reside frequently in England; and 
died at Bath, May 16, 1817,' at the age of about sixty-two. 
Her only son, bom in 1T76, is now Viscount Newcomen. 
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Me. SJMON SOLOMON, a Jew, 

JlT u with the sincerest pleiisure^ thai we now havie aq Qfqptor- 
ttqiity>of giving aome ac^uut of 9 son of Israe)^ who in eyeiy 
p^int of view, d^serv^ cowmemoraAon and applause. 

Mr. Simon Solompn, altho^long settled in IBoglaq^ff wa? 
j^ a noivfe joi this country, haying been bom in that porltioq 
pf Poland, sei^ on by Frederic the Gre^t, 9^ ^e $p(Hl pf 
the Prussian eagle. He was horn ^t Ussau^ |n 17^8, /^ 
appears to have ^p(]^ired, ather by means of others, or hiuH 
«Qlf, f^ .teourped educa;tion. Znd^efl, in thai portjipn of Europe^ 
tbfif/ew9 ^pe nAt a jd/a^pised rq/oe^ as both here and in France ; 
fpr tihey a^ sisttle^ in casters, inhabit v]jl|age9 as^d towns^ ' 
and are tx^p^ by th^ gove^rwifent wWi lepity an4 respect 

Among the descendants of Ahr^hfMn, a proficiency in the 
Hebrew, ^cpoiupanifsd ynfii j^ tastie for rabbinic^ lo^rniiig, if 
consiidegred t^ classical; to these, the subject fif this memoi|r 
a^pf&r^dded the Gtermiin and Frendi languages, doiibtlqs% 
acquired by him» during the wanderings of his e^ly youth. 

A taste for practical chemistry became the means of obtdin^ 
ing bread, not only for himself and his fiumly, but ^ko for spch 
of Ihe wretched of his own^ and of every other nation, ap 
appeared <}jeserving of commiseration. His knowledge of the 
nature and iconippsUion of colours enabled him to become 
what is technically termed a paper^stavierj and he excelled^ 
not in Uie common, but in th^^iu^ line. 

The foUpving account of him is drawn up, with great libe- 
ralil^^ tqr a gentlepan of a different £uth : 

^< From perfl^iering habits, added to a truly benevolent heart, 
lie was not ouj^ ablie tp provide for a large ftipily, and to con- 
tribute to the n^^oessitic^ of the Jewish Qpnununity, of which 
^ cc 2 
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he was a conscientious member, but to indulge in what he 
also conceived his duty, by relieving the virants of his Chris- 
tian neighbours, in such a manner as to insure the admi- 
ration and esteem of all who knew him. Exduaive of his 
private charities, he was one of' the first founders of the 
Clerkenwell Philanthropic Society, to which himself and some 
of his family contributed ; he was therefore chosen, with several 
other persons, during^ the late distressing winter, to ccdlect 
Subscriptions for the poor, and afterwards to distribute the 
amount in coals, bread, potatoes, &c. . Precluded by his 
religion, even from taking refreshments during this time, he 
was nevertheless, so ardent and cheerfrd in the performance 
of these duties, that the poor in his presence, always $e^ned 
to forget their poverty; so that, like Job, the blessing of 
those that were * ready to perish,' often came upon him, and 
he has literally made * the widow's heart sing for joy.' 
' << Next to his sudden demise, nothing seemed to excite the 
regret of his Christian neighbours, more than the hasty in- 
terment of his remains, which, according to the Mosaical law, 
must take place before the sun can set twice upon them. Yet, 
though strictly Jewish in his belief, and always averse to what 
he thought was mis-named "the Conversion of the Jews;" 
he had not the least objection to an attendance upon 
Christian worship for the sake of doing good; and among his 
own weekly pensioners, he had several persons of both these 
persuasions. 

^* Consistently with this liberality, the writer of this article 
has to acknowlege the many facilities cordially afforded him 
by the deceased, in his humble attempts to remove the pre- 
judices excited against a long injured and aspersed people, 
. whose rights,' iJier all that has been said or done by other 
powers, Ikigland has been the first to appreciate and secure, 
by an equitable administration of the ^gis of its laws. And 
here it may be safely asserted, that no description of peojrfe 
whatever, out of the pale of our ecclesiastical establishment, 
f^ the obligation more warmly, than the reflecting part of 
the Heb^w nation, to their^ rulers. ^The remains of Mr. 
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Solomon, attended by his fan^ily, the heads oT his sjmagogue^ 
the children educated in the Jewish hospital, and a number of 
Christians, were deposited in the burial-ground near Duckings 
pond-row, on the 19th Sept, with peculiar marks of respect* 
Mr. Solomon was auditor to the symigogue of which he was a 
member, and an acting director of the hospital in Mile-End 
road. He has left four sons, and a dau^ter, whose anony- 
mous but sprightly effusions have contributed to enhance the 
interest of several of our periodical publications. She also 
published an animated letter to the Rev. Mr. C. Frey, on the 
subject of his conduct with respect to Jewish converts by 
the London Society, to which he promised a rq>ly; but thi% 
it seems, he wanted either time or ability to perform, before he 
was recently compdled to leave England.'' 

Mr. Solomon, died in the 69th year of his age^ leaving be- 
hind him the character of a most ingenious artbt; a most 
benevolent^ man; and a mostexcdlait husband, bther, and 
.friend. In short, he would have reflected honour on any sect 
or nation: for he discharged all his duties with a degree of 
zeal, patiaice^ and propriety, that could al<me have originated 
in a sound judgment, and good heart 
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No. LIII. 
iSitt WlLtlAM-PIERCE-ASHE A'COURT, Bam. 

LATB M;p» Iron £»YT16MRt* 

The imme of A'Coiirt, lUidBcateB a fdl^dgn extr^tSbn^ while 
A^ siimames of Pierce and Ashe^ ptoo6^ from tntetmatii^o 
^th fotiales of tibe same ti{)|yelktf oii. Hie fimdly kstf a|^ 
pears to have been se^ed for maity yeak^ at BoddOti) ahmariet 
td^mtie in the hundred of Frottte, iti SonM^^^etdiin^ 

Mr% R^nce AX>>iirt, marded Eliz&belli) dai^jjliter df V7il- 
liiai Ashe oP Heyterimry^ in Willss, And M.V^ fer An 
t)oroi:^, in conseqtv^te cf which, his deBcendands have be^ 
<£bni& |Oint lords of the tomior with th» )>dkes ^MarHKNroa^; 
"mhmti^ has aiisoA a t^ertaiii di^ee ttf fMUftonagetrf ai^ery 4di- 
cate but effidait nature* 

General William Ashe A'Court, was th^ first to profit by 
this, and also to assume the name of his uncle, in pursuance of 
a clause<in his will ; he also first exercised the influence jttst 
alluded to, having been returned one of the members for die 
borough mentioned above* 

Sir William Pierce Ashe, his only son, was bom in 1747. 
He obtained a great accession to his patrimonial fortune^ in 
right of his mother, Annab^lla, the heiress ci Thomas Vemon, 
of Twickenham Park, in the count/ of Middlesex, Esq. By 
his first wife Catharine, daughter c^ lieut-CoL Bradford, 
there was no issue ; but by his second, Letitia, thedauj^ter of 
Henry Wyndham, of Salisbury, Esq., he had seven duldren; 
two sons and five daughters. 

This gentleman, early in life, devoted himself to themilitaiy 
profession; and soon after his first marriage obtained a ocmoo- 
mand in the Wiltshire militia, m one of the battahons of which 
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Ue afterwards rose to the rank of Lieutenant-ColoneL On the 
demise of his &ther, he also was nominated M. P. for Heytes- 
bury, and re-elected at three different dissolutionis of parlia- 
ment On Juiie 25, he obtained the Baronetcy for his fionily ; 
and lived to see one of his sons epy)loyed in the diplomatic 
line ; while another obtained a cbmpany in the army* 

&T William died at Heytesbury-house, his usual place of 
abode, July 27, 1817, in his seventieth year. He is suc- 
ceeded in his title and a large portion of his extensive estates 
by Wffliww A'Cwrti^OBjiq. (ww She WlUam) wWv fer ¥m^ 
tiine» y««|cle4 at Pfttenno^ ia Scily, in the chaia^r of £«vQy 
ibi^nicHPdin«ry« 
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NO.LIV. 
The Countess Dowager of UXBRIDGE. 

x^IB lady was born in 1742, and, imtil lier marriage, was 
known by the appellation of Miss Jane Champigne, being the 
daughter of the Rev. Arthur Champigne *, Dean of Clomnao- 
noise, in the kingdom of Ireland. In consequence of being 
descended from the Earls of Granard, tq .one of whom she 
was grand-daughter, this lady was allied to the noble &milies 
. of Moira, Momington, &c, and being very handsome^ she 
was greatly admired- by the late Earl of Uxbridge^ to whom 
she i^as married April 11, 1767. 

The Countess-Dowager, who preserved the appearance of 
beauty, even amidst the ruins of old ag^ lived to see her 
husband die, and her surviving children grown up; she also 
beheld her eldest son created Marquis of Anglesea, on account 
of his gallantry at Waterloo, where he lost a 1^. Her Lady- 
ship died at her house in Bolton-row, in 1817, in the 75th 
yeat of her age. 

* Dean Cliamplgne was the son of Major (Josias) Champigne of Port- Arlington, in 
Ireland, who married Jane^ eldest daughter of the Right Hon. Arthur Forbes, second 
Earl of Granard. 
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No.LV. 
ALEXANDER MONRO, M. D. and F. R. S. 

OF EDINBURGH; PROFESSOR OF MEDICINE IN THAT UNIVERSITY, 
AND FELLOW OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS* 

Xhis gentleman was the son of that great anatomist, Dr.' 
Alexander Monro, hpm in Scotland, in 1697. He studied, 
for some time, at Leyden, and became the friend of Boer- 
haave; after which he returned to the capital of his native 
country, and delivered lectures there. His zeal, talents, and 
discoveries, soon rendered Edinburgh a school for * anatomy; 
and although materials for dissection are there less frequently ob- 
tained than in London, yet he attained no common d^ree of 
celebrity, in consequence of his scientific knowledge and 
pursuits* 

His son Alexander was bom in 173^, and lived to be con- 
sidered the Nestor of northern physicians. Treading in the 
footsteps of his father, who died in 1767, he also became an , 
eminent professor, and in 1781 collected and published all his 
works. His own professional labours were not inconsiderable^ 
as may be seen from the following list : 

1. Observations on the Structure and Functions of the 
Nervous System, 1 783, fol. 

2. The Structure and Physiology of Fishes, 1785, fol. 

3. A Description of all the Bursas Mucosae of the Human 
Body, 1788, 4to. 

4. Experiments on the Nervous System with Opium and 
Metalline substances, 1793, 4to. 

* He penned the Anatomical Clais, in the Univeisity of Edinburgh. 
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5. Three Treatises cm the Brain, the Eye, and the Ear, 

1797, 4to. 

6. Observations on Crural Hernia, with a general account 

of the other varieties of that complaint, 1803, 8vo. 

7. The Morbid Anatomy, of the Gullet, the Stomach, and 
the Intestines, 1812, 8vo. 

8. Outlines of the Anatomy of the Human Body, 1813, 
4 vols. 8vo. 

9. Observations on the Thoracic Duct, 1814, 4to. 

Dr. Monro, after outliving all his contamporaries, died 
Oct 2, 1817, in the 85th year of his age. 
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No. LVL 
Mr. WILLIAM RUSSEL, 

OF BRANCEPATH-CASTLBy IK THE COUNTY-FALATIKE OF BURBAM* 

It is imposdible to contemplate such a man as this was without 
a mixtiire of love and veneration. Bom in the county-pala- 
tine of Durham, in the year 17S4«-5, happily for the interests 
of humanity, he possessed a considerable fortune early in life^ 
and lived long enough to administer it, as if he had been the 
steward of the public rather than the owner. 

This gentleman, among many other acts of beneficence^ 
founded and endowed an hospital in his native county, for 
aged persons of both sexes ; to which he annexed a school for 
the education of the young. During the late distresses, arising 
out of a scanty harvest, as well as a variety of other concur- 
ring causes, he actually gave orders for the construction of 
places of rec^tion for the poor, needy, and forlorn. Being 
an owner of extensive collieries below, as well as large estates 
above ground, he wisely contrived to excite the industry of 
the young and middle aged, by finding them constant em- 
plojrment. 

Nor was he deficient in his duties as a patriot and citizen. 
In 1795, he contributed alike by his purse, his presence, and 
his influence^ to the raising of a large body of infantry within 
the county-palatine, while at a more recent period, he actually 
collected and equipped a corps of sharp shooters, who in case 
of an invasion of the coal-district, would have proved essen- 
tially serviceable against the common enemy. 

This gentleman united his &te to that of Miss Millbanke^ 
daughter to an Admiral of the same name, who survives him, 
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and lived to a patriarchal age. In consequence of this, he 
saw all his children happily settled in life ; for of his two 
daughters, one is the lady of Lieut-General Sir Gordon 
Drummond, G. C. B. and the other of Lieut-Col. Bunbuiy, 
brother to Sir Charles Bunbury, Bart., while he beheld hisotily 
son, Matthew, represent Saltash several times in Parliament, 
and who, after marrying Miss Tennison, settled at Hardwicke- 
house, near Durham, the estate around which he had pur- 
chased from the late Sir Henry Vane Tempest, Bart 

Mr. Russel died at Brancepath-Castle, in the county of 
Durham, at the good old age of eighty-three, leaving behind 
him the character of a man, who to many amiaUe qualitieiy 
superadded a pure benevolence and truly disinterested public 
spirit 
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No-LVII. 
The Rev. JOHN LYON, B,A. F.L.S. and P.S. A. 

Mr. Lyon was bom September 1, 17S4 ; but the early part 
of his life is not exactly known, as he outlived all, or nearly 
all, his contemporaries, both at school and college^ and be- 
held no fewer than three if not four generations of the bur- 
gesses of Dover. 

We are well aware, however, that he was educated at an Eng- 
lish University, and that he obtained a.d^ee of Bachelor of 
Arts there, about the middle of the last century. In 1772,.Mr. 
Lyon was inducted into the living of St Mary the Virgin, at 
Dover, which he retained during a period but little distant 
from half a century. 

At an early epoch of his life, this clergjnnan appears to 
have imbibed and cultivated a taste for natural history. Of 
plants, the heights in the immediate vicinity of his own parish 
church, presented him with an ample store ; he also obtained 
a pretty good collection of insects, shells,, and minerals, of all 
which he was very fond. But he still more prized his books : 
for being an author himself, these served, in some measure, not 
only as the tools and instruments of his occupation, but also 
for his recreation and instruction. * 

When Dr. Franklin at once aroused and astonished the world 
by his electrical discoveries, Mr. Lyon was one of the first to 
apply the whole bent of his mind to this subject. He himself 
accordingly obtained an apparatus^ 2Lnd engaged in a long course 
of experiments. On this occasion, the results do not appear 
to have been exactly the same with those deduced by the cele- 
brated American; he accordingly broached certain heterodox 
opinions on this subject. He made many pertinent reniarks, 

6 
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however, on the leading doctrines of the Frankliman system, 
and boldly maintained, by means ci ^proo6^ and ^finrtber 
proofr," thatgiass is penneableto tfaedectricaleffluyia; bathe 
never asserted, like cmeof hisootemporaries, that ^ sharp ocm- 
^ctors'were dangerous," and ^ blunt GDes/* the only qpecies 
that ought to be used. 

His Icmg residence and nnmeions c(»uiections at Dover 
a£fi>rded die best opportunities for cdlecting materials Ibr iti 
history; to whidi he annexed an account of the CSnque Ports, 
bnt this, both <m account of its size and price n«ver becaoMt « 
popolar work. 

The French Revdutkm uppearei to dus divine^ to be a mm 
Puidora's box, sUnsed with innumeraMe evils. He wm, 
therefore^ a great enemy, not only to any alteradons ki Ih^ 
fprnnmeat dfthat'OoanCry, but to all those that oonnteoanced 
Aeideaofarefixflinilhis. Aecordin^, at a critical peried, 
he composed, printed, and ^Bsseminated the fidlowing maomf^ 
mtoms hand4iill, w^A was sent, not only to every heuse in 
his own parish, but tiirou^ all the adj<MniDg «nes. 

^^TotieFeepUgfen^ruL 

<< Is it not wonderfiil that any iidiabitants -of this land«hoidd 
submit to be «ofiEur4ivected by oi^^ld enemies the Prench, ai5 
•to attempt to throw t^ir own oountnry into coi^idk>9, and give 
our ever re^less aaid ambitioas neighbours that oj^iortuni^ 
cf enslaving us which they have Intherto soug^ for in vain ? 

^* For shame, Englishmen ! Be but true to yourselves ; siqp- 
port your King and your Ccmstitiidon, and ye will have Ae 
command of the world !" 

Mr. Lyon wa3 .a modest uoassuQuiig^nan, inofiensive in Us 
mannen^ peculiar in his habiti^ and so addictiad to local ar- 
xangements, ithat he was accustomed to walkdiuty^ while in 
Jiealth, on the same ^pot and at the same hour, durii^ the last 
£>rty years. Ontbe^diol^ as helivedlike arechise»heii4g^t 
be said to }m»e worn life gradually awiiy« tatber than to haiie 
enjoyed it. Hediedin the diird year aftistr the Siadbeccwae aft 
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octogennarian^ and was buried in the church-yard of St Ni- 
cholas^ in the Isle of Thanet. The following appropriate 
epitaph, written by one of his friends, has been since inscribed 
on an humble stone, over his grave: — 

Sacred to the memory of 

The Rev. John Lyon, B.A. F.L.S*, &c. 

. neaAy ^rty*five years Miaigter of 

SU Mary the Virgin at Dover, 

in the County of Kent. 

He cepmnenced his j^grimage ^ou^ 

this world in seardi cf a better, Sept. 1. 1734, 

and closed it without reproach, 

June SO, 1817. 

Reader! 

If distinguished by virtues or acquirements, 

go thou and ieam 

to imitate his Hunffity. 



^Tkefilknmng is ^ IM if ike WoHks €fihehaeBeo.Jclin Lyon. 

1. Esqierim^taand Observations on Electricity, 4to. 1780. 

2. Farther Proofe that Glass is permeable by the Electric 
Effluvia, 4to. 1781. 

3. Ranarks on the leading Proo& offered in &vour of the 
f ranklini&n %stem of Electricity, 8vo. 1791. 

4. An Account of several new and interesting phenomena^ 
discoveries in examining the bodies of a man and four horses, 
Jdlled by lightning near Dover, 8vo. 1 706. 

' 5. History of Dover, with a -short Accoun^ of the Cinque 
Ports, 1 vol avo. 1813. 
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No. LVIIL 
The Right Hon. HUGH Earl of EGLINTOUN, K.T. 

BARON MONTOOMKRY, ANDROSSAN9 SKELMORLTE, AND CORTA- 
FIELDy IN THE COUNTY OF AYR ; LORI>-LiEUTSNANT OF THE SAID 
COUNTY ; HEREDITARY SHERIFF OF RENFREW^ BAILIFF OF CUX- 
NINGHAM9.AND A COUNSELLOR OF. STATE TO HIS ROYAL HIGH- 
NESS THE PRINCE OF WALES IN SCOTLAND. 

" OA^DEZ BIEN.'* — Mot. 

X HIS &inily is undoubtedly of French, and most probably of 
Norman extraction. A Roger de Montgomerie^ being re- 
lated to Duke William, was placed in a high and confidcQtial 
post at the battle of Hastings, having commanded the first line 
of the Conqueror's army which engaged on that fatal day, 
which, for a time, annihilated Saxon liberty, and introduced 
in its stead all the most rigorous provisions of the feudal 
system. The event just alluded to, of course entitled him and 
his followers to large possessions in England, which they seem, 
however, in the sequel, either to have abandoned or forfeited. 

Philip de Montgomerie, repairing to Scotland during the 
reign of Henry I., obtained a grant of lands in Renifrewshire^ 
and appears to have settled there. His gallant descendant, 
Sir John Montgomerie, or Montgomery, of Egglestone, dis- 
tinguisheo himself greatly during the wars of the Bordenlt 
It was he who, in 138S, at the battle of Otterbuni, took pri- 
soner the valiant Percy, sumamed " Hotspur," with his own 
hand, after he had killed the Earl of Douglas, and mortally 
wounded the Earl of Moray. For the ransom of this cele- 
brated warrior he exacted the building of the castle of Punn- 
vow, in the lordship of E^leston. 

Another member of this fiunily having married the daugfa- 
ter and heir of Sir Hugh Eglintoun, by Giles, daughter of 
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Walter, Lord Steward of Scotland, and sister to King Ro- 
bert II., the baronies of iEglintoun and Androssan were thus 
brought into the &mily as her portion. From this alliance 
proceeded Hugh, who was created Earl of Eglintoun by Queen 
Mary ; and one of his immediate descendants, who bore the 
same name * and title, was shot a few years since by Duncan 
Campbell, an exciseman, in consequence of a rash, illegal, 
and arbitrary act, against a man who stood on his defence, and 
would not be disarmed. 

Hugh Earl of Montgomery, of whom we are now to treat, 
was bom about the year 1 7^S. On the demise of Archibald, 
the eleventh Earl, in 1796, he succeeded to all his titles, an4 
most of the family estates^ Before this period, he was known 
only as Mr. Montgomery of Coylesfield; and he afterwards 
inherited the honours, &c., in consequence of his descent from 
the Hon. Colonel James Montgomery, fourth son of Alexr 
ander, sixth Earl of Eglintoun. 

Long bdbre the title had devolved on him, he married 
his cousin Eleanora Hamilton, by whom he had Lord Mont- 
gomery, who became a Major-General in the army. 

In 1806, His Lordship was created a peer of the united 
kii^om, by the s^le and title of Baron Androssan. He ap- 
pears to have been a friend to the claims of the CathoUcs, 
having voted for going into a committee to consider of the 
same. 

The Earl died at Eglintoun Castle^ in Scotland, in the 
month of June, 1817, when he had attained about 70 years of 
age. His grandson, by an intermarriage between the la^e Lord 
Mon^mery and Mary, daughter of Archibald, the ^venth 
Elarl, by his Countess, (formerly Miss Twisden,) succeeds to 
his title^ and estates, 

• Hogh^UM tenth Bail. i 
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No, LIX. 
R. a HOGAN, Esfi., D.CL, 

LATE CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE COLONY OF SIERAA LEONE. 

Mr. Hogan was born in the north of Ireland, in 1774, and 
tiot only received a liberal education, but obtain^ the highest 
honours that an university can bestow. His family had been 
long settled at Rathcormick in the county of Cork, and while 
his brother chose the profession of arms, he addicted himsdf to 
the more profitable career of the law. 

His character, conduct, and excellent talents soon iibCained 
notice ; and if we are not greatly mistaken, he filled an inferior 
station in the colony of iSerra Leone, before he presided as 
Chief Justice. 

To that post, at the especial request of those who wish to 
▼indicate, not only England, but human nature itself, from the 
indd|iUe reproach annexed to th^ slave trade, was atmexed an 
<^ce of a very diiSerent kind ; but entirely compatible with the 
former. This was the Judge of the Vice- Admiralty oour^ in 
which capacity he was to decide^ in the first instance, as to the 
t^pture of vessels engaged in that nefarious traffic. 

No one better fitted for such a station could have been chosen 
at the present moment, for he was scrupulously and conscien- 
tiously hostile to the enormities acccm^tmying slavery of all 
kinds and d^ees. 

On this occasion, he succeeded Robert Thorpei, Esq. IX. D. 
in both situations, and notwithstanding the quarrel of the latter 
gentleman with the Afirtcan Institution*, there can be no doubt 
but that his decisions, during the time he presided im the 

♦See * letter to W. WUbtrforce, Ewj., svo. 1815, with the reply and rtjoinder. 
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Vioe-Aaihimlty Cooft, were highly friendly to the best inte-' 
rests bf'hiimanity.* " ' ' ''■ 

Wfcile Mr. Hogan was ftilflllhig the duties of' his station witH' 
exemplary zeal, fortitude, and integrity ; he was suddenly cut 
off by the diseases incident to a pestilential climate, in thd' 
forty-second year of his age, after he had exercised his func- 
tions 1)ut a few short months* 



No. LX. 

The Right. Hon. * 

JOHN PRENDERGAST, Viscount GORt, 

OF THE KINQDOM OF IRELAND ; BARON KILTARTON ; A OOVSJU^Oft 
OF THE COUNTY J CHAMBERLAIN FOR THE CITY OF LIMERICK ; 
AND COLONEL OF THE MILITIA. 

"VINCIT VERITAS." — Mot, 

The Smyths are supposed to have settled in Ireland during 
the reign of Charles I., a period at which a number of req)ect* 
able English families were induced to repair thither, for the 
purpose of effecting a permanent establishment, both for thenw 
selves and their posterity. They afterwards enriched thw 
descendants, or at least, greatly added to their original fortunes 
by means of church leases. * 

Mr, Smyth was bom in 1741. In consequence of his pro- 
perty in the immediate vicinity, he possessed influence suflfi- 
cient to represent the city of Limerick in Parliament, of ^ 
which one of his ancestors had been bishop in 1695, and he 

♦ WilUam Smyvh was consecrated Bishop of Killala in 1681, and died Bishop 
of Kihnore in 1699. Thomas another branch of this same &mily, was. Bishop of Eime- 
rick ; Edward was Bishop of Down, and Arthur, Archbishop of Dublin and Primatf 
oflreUnd. • 

DD 2 
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abo bacane C3iiiiibarkm to the ooqx)ntkm. His * nephew^ 
JttidsBooeMor, atthesanietiiiie^ was Dominated Colood of the 
militiay raised there in 1797, at die head of whidi he distin- 
goished himsdf greatly daring the anhaf^ disturbances after* 
Hoards prevalent m that jooimtry ; and finally became M. P. 
also fcr the same phKe. 

InlSlO, Mr. JdmPraadergastiSmyth was created Baron 
Kikarton; and daring the regacy was advanced to the dignity 
of Viscoant Gort. ,He postowcd Loiq^i-Cooter castle, and a 
ccMiaderahle estate adjoinii^flii Galway, but he died at Gkart in 
ibe same county, May 22, 1S17, in die seventy-sixth year of 
his age. 

In consequence of this event, his titles and estates devidve on 
the Right Honourable CSiarles YftAia^ to whom they were 
granted in remainder. 



• ColoMiaMrieiVcfdKrfimm in the IimIi Hoom of Common in 1790, ami 
bwune • Loid of die Tiemoiy, and ikm t Frftj CooMellor. la 179S» be rihitiiwii 
grett skill tod briferj in an etttck on th« French troopty who hml b«cn joined hy the 
inMUigentt; and the iQotto of " Colooo/' hat heen ailed to hit anm by way of com- 
; both the plaee and the oflait. . 
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V No. L 

Sir JAMES MACDONALD, Bart. 

OF 8I*ATE IN THB I8LB OT 8KT, 
COMMONLY CALLED ** THE SCOTTISH MARCELLUS.*' 

1 HE Macdonalds of Slate^ one of whom has been ennobled in 
the person of the late Lord MacdonaM *, in consequence of a 
patent from his present Majesty, creating him an Irish Baron^ 
are allowed to be a very ancient, and at one period!, were a very 
powerful &mily. Douglas, and Walter Scott» have both givcai 
authentic testimony to this fact ; and it appears from them, that 
there existed many, feuds, equally sanguinary and ridiculous, 

• This vat Sir Alexander Macdonild'y. wjiio^ obtaihed « patent a» Kpefer oHrtlaildt 
by the title ef liord Macdonald of Slate> July 17, 1776 1 and died September 13, 
1795. He was the second ton of Sir Jamei Macdonald of Oronaay, the sixth baronet 
of this house; and succeeded to the title on the demise of hia eldest brother, the illus-^ 
tricras Sir James, who is the subject of this bsief OMttoir^ 

llie Right Honourable Sir Archibald Macdo n ald, fiart. v the third son, was a post- 
humous child, not being bom until I7f7* He b still alive, and after filling the high 
ofioes of SoUeiter, and Attomey-Geoenl, was appoinced Lord Chief Baron of the £s. 
chequer in 1793. He has lately retired from tlie bench. 
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about the delicate point oi precedency^ amcmg the different 
branches of this waiiike race. As usual, however, the weight 
of property finally preponderated, and the^ " lairds of Slate," 
having the largest share of territory, it of course followed^ 
that the}' alone, in process of time, began to be considered as 
the legitimate chieftains. 

If we are to credit tradition, they are of Norwegian, not of 
Caledonian race, being descended from Somerland Thane of 
Argyll, who: is said to have acquii^ the ^Westem Islands, 
by his marriage with Elfrica, or Rachel, daughter of Olaos, 
the snmrthy^ king of Man. Certain it is, that this Toparch, 
or roiteleti who afterwaids wsinned the pmnpous denomin- 
ation of king of the Isles, invaded Scotland about the year 
1164<; but being slain in die .attempt, and his desc^idants 
proving utteriy incapable of even supporting their own inde- 
pendence, they were at last obliged to acknowledge themselves 
subjects to the monarch who then swayed the Scottish sc^tre. 

It appears, that Angus, who modestly termed himself only 
^^ Lord of. the Isles," affiirded an hospitable asylum in his 
castle of Dunaverty,. to, the gallant Robert Bruce, during his 
adversity. A disputed succession having afterwards eoaued, in 
consequence of attaint for treason, James V, refused to grant 
possession, to the bead of such a nugieroo^, w^like, «nd^ 
** troublesome" ^lan ; but Donald Gorme Mac3donald5 was 
rei^ptateil by Quee^ M^r)^, in the lands of Slate ; and one of 
his sucpessors w^ cre^ed a Wonet of Nova Scc^tia, by 
Charles ^. This ^circumstance doubtless contributed tq attach 
ihe ,fanmy» tf>^ the royal ^se ; and it accordingly to^ part 
a^mnst.t^p English garUarpent . . . / 

Sir Donald, the fourth baronet, having unadvisedly engaged 
in .llie. rebellion of 1715, was attainted; but Sir Alexander 
Macdonald of Slate, refusing to join the grandson of James H., 
in 1745, in consequence of the influence, and intervcoition of 
the Lord President Forbes, was thus prevented from sharing 
in the ruin, that attached to the devoted followers of the House 
of Stuurt It '\% of his ixmnediate descendanl wa bow propose 
to treat. . - 
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Sir JiOiles, tile dUlest son c£ Sy* Alexander Maodoneld, just 
mentioned, ' by Lady Margafet Mcmtgomery, was bom in 
1741* From his inikncyj h^ disoovered a portion of genius 
and abilities, scarcdy ever evinced before at; the isame early 
period of li£e. Like Marceliufi, he Was only produced, how- 
ever, for a moment to the ^e of admiration ; and like tirich- 
ton, unhappily but few authentic traces are left of his progress 
and improvement. * 

After receiving the rudiments of education at home, he 
«:diiblted an earned desire to repair to England, for the pur- 
pose of completing his studies. 

The father of Sir James having died in 1 74-6, his mother^ 
Lady Margaret Maodonald, at length complied with his most 
earnest solicitations, and he was accordingly sent to Eton. So 
rapid had been his progress, and so precocious was his genius, 
that Dr. Barnard, in a very short time, actually placed him at 
the head of his class, f EQs ccmduct too, proved so exemplary, 

* <* He was," says Mn. Elizabeth Carter, " one of the most extraiordinarf jaang 
men I ever knew. He. studied very hardf was a scholar and a mathematician ; and yet 
at twenty I have heard him talk with a knowledge of the world, which one tfootd not 
have expeaud to hear, but firom the experience of »ge. 

" He had great and noble Schemes for the civilization and improvement of his own 
country ; and appeared upon the whole to be one of ^hose superior spirits which seemed 
formed to show how ttr the powers of liumAiity can extend." See PenningUm's Life of 
Mrs, Carter, vol; ii, p. 168. 

f << I recollect one striking instance of the acutenest and spirit of Dr. Barnard^ 
When the late Sir James Macdonald arrived at Eton, he had no connexions to recom- 
mend him ; and he could not make a verse, that is, he wanted a point indispensiblt with 
us, to a certain rank in our system. But this wonderful boy, having satisfied the muter 
that he was an admirable scholar and possessed of genhis, was at oncft placed at tht 
head of a remove, or form ; and Bernard said, 'Boys, lam going to put over your 
heads a boy who cannot write a yerse, and I do not care whether he ever will be a poet 
or no ; but I wtU trust him in your hands } for I know my boys, and how generous they 
are to merit !' 

" Here by the way, to vindicate the singularity, it was not only in general sanetioBed 
by our implicit assent, but it was terminated by a singular feature in the character of this 
boy, himself. He acquired the rhles of Latin verse; tried his powers ; and ptrccsnng 
that he could not rise above his rivals in Virgil^ Qvid, or the Lyrics of Horace, he took 
up the sermoni firopriorm and there overshadowed all his competitors. To give you a faint 
conception of his powers in that line, much above those of a bpy, I will quote a pas- 
sage jthtch describes the hammer of an auctioneer, with a mock sublimity which turns 
Horace ihto Virgil : 
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at the same tim^ tbftt be is said Beyer to liave heea onoe 
punished, or even reprehended* A p^ne oi^toM belonging to 
the window of <me c^the inhabitants, happeniiig to be bn^oi, 
whai he was presait^ all the boys then on the qK>t -w&re 
doodled to sufTer ; but Mr. Combe^ a wrjter of some cdiebritjr, 
who is still alive, although abs^it and tensequently excluded 
from the proscription, generously stepped forward a^ took the 
guilt as well as the infliction, upon himself. 

Of his early proficiency the following is a specimen of what 
he was enabled to achieve, when only in the seventeenth year 
of his age. 

Ad Fredericum Secundum PnutuB. Megetfu 

(a. D. 1758.) • 

** Ergo insolent! sanguine nobilem 
Vindex subactis abdidit hostibus, 
Laesflsque libertatis ukor 
Deposuit Fredericus ensem. 
At non inert! Principis otjo 
Languescit ardor ; mox vehementior 
Erumpet, adversasque turmas 
Austriadum graviore casu 
Contundet Heros. Sic ubi murmura 
Cessant parumper, qud gemit horridum 
^tnsea nipes, aut Vesevi 
Culmina flammivonii colonos 
Vicina terrent ; jam violentior 
Motus refectis viribus ingruit, 
£t pestis improvisa lat^ 

Depontum ingeminat furorem* 



** Jam Jampte cadU, celerique retvrtu, 

ErigUur lapmm, retnhem, p&rpi^ oera nuUtL*' 
I 

I WM ever ^iDg my more picturesque ? 

j «<^i8 prodigy, the young Marcellus of his day, tc the University tod ebiOMl, g«ff 

! the world tsfuranct of pre-emkieiit gifi» voA powers when death took him from iw." 

: LnvANic.Vol.VIIL 
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E Tu doe|U9 aadisy nee tifoi simpHceBi ' 

Q Nectit ooronam Pallat; at hnpiae 

s Per bella quam teniere turmsa, 

r- Et calami decuere dextram. 

. Pubes quid acris, te duoe, gesaerity 

Quid ipse victor, tu spolia incljta 
Digne, triumphatumque Gallunii et 
JSaxonidis data jura dices. 
Nee te moretur Pieridum cohors. 
Ad arma Mavors si voeet integrum ; 
^ I, Victor ingens, i, triumphis « 

Perge novis dec<mire fastos." 

Here follows a sample of what he accomplished at a little 
later period of his life : ' 

Virga Aurea, 
(a. D. 1765.) 

*^ Apta neci, vitseque potens, somnique ministra 

Dicitur aligeri virga fuisse Dei : 
Nee malb (majestas ne desit regia) versu 
^ Sceptrigerum pinxit quisque poeta Joveoi. 
Terrigenas sceptro victor fudisse Gigantas 

Fertur^ et in Siculis intumulasse jugis. 
A Jove nutriti gestant Jovis arma ; tjnrannis 

Imp<munt facilem regia sceptra notam. 
iEnean mirae (return tutamine virgse 

Duxit ad Elysias casta Sibylla domes : 
Visa fronde Charon cymbam venientibus offerty 

£t fera tergemini concidit ira canis. 
Ferre pedum gestit pastor^ quo claudit ovile, 

Gramineoque vagas monte coercet eves. 
Fulcit utrumque latusy teretique innixa bacillo 

Invalidum firmat tarda seneeta gradus. 
Utiliter baeulum mutilatos sustinet artus, 

Ne eareat faeili debilis Irus ope. 
Fida comes sacris adhibetur virgai sikntes 
' Versat id>i magico cespite saga doles. 
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Nee minor est hodiei^enerandflB grada virgaey 

Ilia decet dcx^am, poiidus et anriii, manum* 
Suggerit ilia nidi numerog et dulcia vati 

Canniiiat ytimnea^ musa juvatur ope. 
Nuda^ Kcet, foHis drbatai nee atdua jactet 

Brachia^ nee iiiultam dives inauret humdm ; 
Sed tameii bane Pallas^ Musaeque tuentur : Apollo 

Creditur huic lauros posthabuisse suas. 
Betula, dulce decus nemorisy reginaque silvse 

Usque feras domino vimina digna tuo." 

Sir James appeiirs to have remained at Eton for several 
years. He then set out on his travels, and was received every 
where, by the learned, with that distinction so justly die to 
his unrivalled talents. At Kome, in particular, great honours 
were paid him, by several of the Cardinals ; and he died in 
that city in 1766, when bnly 25 years old ! His remains^ 
were accompanied by all the i^glish, Scotch, and Irish, then 
residait in that part of Italy ; and it is greatly to be lamented 
that the materials are so scanty for the life of a youth, who in 
person, leaniing, and talents, seems to have realised all the 
marvellous acoomj^shinents attributed to his dteitryman, 
« the admiraWe Criditoii V* 
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No. IL 
The Very Rev. WILLIAM VINCENT, D.D. 

I.ATE DEAN OF WESTMINSTER, 

\Jf this respectable divine and eminent scholar, a copious 
memoir has been already given in Vol. I. p. 124. It is with 
great pleasurie that flie Editor now subjoins the inscription on 
the monument recently erected to his memory in Westminstei-' 
Abbey: — 

Hie requiescit 

Quod mortal e est 

Gt7Li£LMi Vincent; 

Qui puer 

Sub dotniks hujuece peuetralihus 

EnutrifttS; • 

Mox 

Post studia Academica confecta 

Unde obiit reversus, 

Atque ex uoo Praeceptorum gradu 

Summum adeptus, 
Decanatu tandem hujusce Ecclesiae 
(Quam unico delixit) 
Decoratus est. 
Qualisjuerit vita, studiisy moribus : 
Lapis septdckralis taceat. 
. Ortu»exibdii«sta stirpe Viocentiorum 
' • . De Shepy, in agro Leicestriensi, 
Natus Londini Novembris secundo 17^ 
Denatus Decerabris21mo . 
1815. 

Copy of an original and very interesting letter from Dr. Vin- 
cent, in London, to Alexander Hendersbn, Esq., of Edin- 
burgh, with whom he kept up a long and uninterniirted c<»Tes- 
pondence during some years. 
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" Dear Sir, 
" I should not get through ten books on the progress of vir- 
tue in ten months, — but wherever I have op^ied the book, I 
find the numbers flowing, and the images agreeable. * 

* * # • «• * # 

♦ * * * My oim taste in r^ard to di- 
dactic poems IS, I suppose, vicious, —for, excepting the Gcor- 
gics of Virgil, I never got through a whole poem of this sort 
in my life. * * ♦ ^ # * ■ # 
«'# « *'#. • #. « 

^/ Sermons, I never published any but such as I was 
under the necessity of printing for the publick occasions cm 
which they were preached, or one or two, from some censure of 
their contents which I thought it right to repd. With a 
powerful voice, a ^uent delivery, and a good manner, several 
have pleased an audience; but though I had bestowed all 
the pains on them that the suligects deserved, and all the 
divinity I was master of, — yet when I came to read other 
men's jsermons on the same subjects, I have, in b&ny instances, 
been so conscious of my inferiority, that I never ventured to 
publish a volume. 

<< In short, I believe my credit can only exist as a geographer, 
and that of a peculiar turn, and whether soPdcte is Candida or* 
eandidunif I will not allow you to triumph overhiy lap^e. I 
fear many may occur, but, as times go, the work is a good one. 
Bdieveme, 

with much respect, 

your most obedient 

and faithful Servant, 

W. VlNCEHT.**^ 

^^Deanety, 
March 6, ISI2:' 
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T. B. HOWELL, Esq. 

BARRISTER AT XrAW, AND EDITOR Of THE STATE TRIALS, &C. _ 

dccempanied by an Original Letter, 

Mr. Howell was bom about the year 1766. His fea- 
ther was a gentleman of competent estate, which he did not, 
however, iip^rove by a speculation in houses, burgage-tenures, 
&c. to obtain a certain degree of influence in a borough in 
hi^ own immediate neighbourhood^ for the purpose of ac- 
quiring a permanent seat for his family in parliament. 

His son, Mr. T. B. Howell, was bred a gentleman-commoner, 
at Oxford, and having entered himself of Lincoln's Inn, after- 
wards resided in chambers there, which happened to be next to 
those of the late Mr. Perceval. These gentlemen lived in 
gr^at intiiQacy together, and their firiendship never suffered 
any eclipse,, although their political opinions were entirely dif- 
ferent, Indeed, if .the subject of this brief memoir could have 
accommodated himself to existing circumstances, there can 
be no doubt, but all the honours of the profession would have 
been open to him : but his principlpi were fixed, and his inte- 
grity infl^xibl^e* 

Having married Miss Long, one of the co-heirs of the 
barony of Zouch, he settled in Gloucestershire^ was in the 
cominissicm of the peace during many years, for that county, 
and offered himself, at one period, as a candidate for the city. 
He afterwards returned to London, and that place became 
his chief residence during the remainder of a life which wa» ter-> 
minated in 1817, in the 51st or 52d year of his age^ His 
widow still survives him, and by this lady he has had several 
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children; particularly a son, who promises to distinguish him* 
self as a barrister. 

Mr. Howell did not practise much as a counsel, but was 
always deemed an able and judicious lawyer. He was in- 
duced of late years to superintend the new edition of the State 
Trials ; and it is allowed by all good judges, that he has eo^ 
riched that work with many curious and vduable additions. 

Here follows the copy of an original letter from T. R 
Howell, Esq., to Francis Hargrave, Esq., K. C. and Recorder 
of Liverpool. 

" Northumberland- Street (London^ 
"Dear Sir, June 30th, 1810. 

" I am extremely gratified by the information, that your 
Jurisconsult Exercitations are to be published; and partaking 
of that lively interest concerning them which might be felt by 
every friend to the promotion of legal knowledge, and the 
dissemination of the best and soundest constitutional doc- 
trines ; I entreat of you to pardon the liberty which I take 
in suggesting my hope, that they will be accompanied by an 
Index. 

" In the consideration of great questions, the vast copious- 
ness of your learning, the profundity of your reflection, the 
pregnancy of your imagination, and the tact of your intuitive 
sagacity, enable you at once to discover and to apply, not 
only the most minute features of resemblance, and the most 
delicate connections of analogy, but at the same time the most 
remote and subtle topics which operate, dt may be supposed 
to (^rate^ in contraverslon of such analogy. In short, the 
cogency of your mind presses into the service of truth what* 
ever is capable of enforcing conviction. Hence it happens, 
that your disquisitions, besides exhausting the learning, inge^ 
nuity, and eloquence applicable immediately to theit respective 
subjects, afford most interesting and valuable illustration to a 
variety of dependant propositions, and to a aumbef cif law 
principles, and of law cases, in which those propositions ai?e 
involved, or with which they are connected. Much, there- 
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fore, is to be found of most important matter in every page of 
your disquisitions, to which the title can give no direction or 
intimation to any person who does not possess (and who does 
possess ?) your comprehensive mind, and the faculty of exercis- 
ing it as you have done. 

" Without an Index, therefore, your most valuable work will, 
as it appears to me, be much less useful than it would be with 
thekaid of that mechanical supplement. - 

** I know not how suflSciently to excusemyself for the liberty 
I have thus taken. Indeed, unless you will accept my anxie^. 
for the effect of your work, I can only allege your civilities to 
me: and I fear I make, by this intrusion, but a sorry return' 
fbt them. I trust, however, you do me the justice to be assured, 
that I am, dear Sir, 

Your very obliged^ 

and respectful Servant, 
' T. B. HowELi." 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 416 ) 



No. IV. 

Ret. CHARLES BURNEY, D.D. LL.D. F.R. and A.S. 

&c. &C. 

XHf death of this respectable divine, and very eminent 
sdiolar, has produced no small d^ree of grief and sorrow, 
on the part of all those connected with the republic of let- 
tersy of which he was an ornament. 

[In consequence of this melancholy incident having occurred 
at the dose of the preceding year, it was impossible to com- 
pose a memoir of him, for the present volume ; but one shall 
certainly appear in the next.] 



Digitized by 



Google 



PART III. 
ANALYSIS 

OF 

RECENT BIOGRAPHICAL WORKS, 



NCK I. 

MfiJMTOIRS OF THE PRIVATE AND PUBLIC LIFE OF WILLIAM 

PENN. — By Thomas Clarkson, M. A. — 2 vols. 8vo. 

X HIS life<of a cdebrated character, a famous author, aA acule 
theologian, and a distinguished l^islator, is written hy 
^ man entitled, also, to respect and applause. It was the 
latt^ who so ably and disintercnstedly advocated the rights of 
humanity, on the question relative tp negro davery; and it is 
he, who now pourtrays the life, and opinions, and adventures 
of a person, unexampled in the annak of modern times. 

The Penns appear to have been seated, four or five cen- 
turies ago, at a village of the same name, in the hundred of 
Bumham, Buckinghamshire. William was bom on Tower- 
Hill, London, October 14, 1644. He received the first 
rudiments of his education at Chigwell in Essex; thence he 
was removed to a school on Tower-Hill, near the town resi* 
d$nce of his family; and at the age of fifteen, became a 
member of Christ^Church, Oxford. He appears^ to have 
imbibed new and singular ideas concerning religion, in con- 
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sequence of the preaching of Thomas Loe, a layman of the same 
University, -who had become a Quaker. This circumstanced- 
rendered 4iis early career rather unfortunate ; for he was not 
only expelled, and fined for non-conformity; but actually 
turned out of doors by his own fether, Admiral Sir William 
Penn, a great favourite at the court of Charles II. The lat- 
ter, however, at the entreaty of a fond mother, forgave his 
son ; and soon after sent; him to the omtinent. He resided 
some time at Paris, and although of a sect that usually dis- 
claimed ev«i defensive war, he drew his sword on bdng at- 
tached, and after a conflict, first disarmed, then spared the life 
of his adversary. 

On his return from abroad, Mr. William Penn became a 
student of Lincoln's Inn; in 1666-7, he was sent to Ireland, 
to look afi;er a family estate ; and was there imprisoned for a 
short time, in consequence of attending a Quakers' meeting. 

In 1668, he began to preach in England, and was soon 
after sent to the Tower, on account of his religious observ- 
ances. In 1670, he was committed to Newgate, for a sermon 
delivered by him >n Grace-Church Street ; and on his trial at 
the Old Bailey, exhibited great Iqral knowledge, accompanied 
with much personal iirtrepidity, during a dispute wi& Howel, 
ihe Recorder: this was followed by an acquittal, in coo- 
saquesoe of the firmness of the jury. Notwithstanding that, 
he was once more cmnmitted to Newgate, and on this, as on 
former occasions, employed his time in writing controversial 
tracts. In 1672, he married an amiable and respectable lady, 
with Yfkom he settled at Rickmansworth ; and when the 
gov^nment became more enlightened, tolerant, and liberal, 
we $nd hiin engaging in gr&it and noble ccmcems. So early 
aa 1676, Mr. Penn became a manager of proprietary con- 
cerns in New Jersey; and having divided that immoise 
country into two separate portions ; he drew up a constitution, 
and invited settlers. In 1679, he assisted Algernon Sidney, 
in his. contest for the borough of Guil(i:Hrd; m 1680, he 
s^licjted Charles 11. for a grant of certiun lands in North 
Am^cki by way of compositioA hr the debt, due by govern- 
ment to his &ther, who was now dead; in 1681, he became 
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a pr<^iet<»r of East New Jersey, afterwards named Pem^I- 
vania, by the* King; and commenced a settlement there. 

The plan of his new ccmstitntion had for its object, we are 
told, ^^ to support power in reverence with the people, and to 
secure the people from the abuse of powei*^ that th^ may 
be free by their jUst obedience, and the magistrates h<m&ur- 
able for their just administration ; for liberty without obe- 
dience is confusion, and obedience without liberty is slavery." 
In 1662, this good, intrepid, and amiable Quaker, visited 
Pennsylvania, and convoked the first assembly of that {novince. 
He then visited the interior of the country, had frequent ih- 
terviews with the Indians; indannified than for tbeir lands; 
founded the city of Philadelphia, and beheld the woods every- 
where levelled, and the country &8t peopling with inhabitants. 
At the end of two years, he reiAsited England, where, on 
account of his &vour with James IL, he was considered as a 
^< Papist and Jesuit." He now interceded with that monarch 
in behalf of John Locke ; and entered into an interesting oc»r- 
respondence with Tillotson. Such now was his influence that 
he had a great share in obtaining the ^^ Toleration act.'' 

On the Revolution, some fears were entertained of Mr. 
Penn, on account of his personal attachment to the abdicated 
monarch. Soon after this epoch, he was very unjustly de- 
prived of his government, by King William, but afterwards 
restored in 1699 ; on whkh he, undertook a second voyage to 
America. He now opened the way for the abolition of negro 
slavery, and rectified the various disorders that had crept into 
the government, during his absence. In 1701, he retur&e4 
to his native country, and after encountering a variety of 
hardships and difficulties, during which he was obliged to 
mortgage his province, for a paltry si|m ; he died at Rusbcomb, 
on^heSOthof July 171«. > 

^^ It appears," we are tol<^ ^^ that be was. tall in i^atixre^ 
and of an athletic make. He delighted when young,' in manly 
sports. Ill maturer years, he lyas inclined to corpulency, but 
using a great detd of exercise, he was very active with it. 
His appearance at this time, was that of a fine portly maiu 
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We hir^e no portrait taken of Um while alive. SilvaiiQi 
Bevany a chesnist of- emin^ice in London, who, what young 
had known him well, took great pains to form a bust <^ him, 
some time aftar his decease, in whidi he was assisted by others 
fiinttliarl^ acquainted with him, and having made three 
copifiis^ of it, he s^it one of them to James Logan of Phila- 
delphia. 

^* WiUiam Penn, was very neat, though plain in Us dress. 
He walked generally with a c«ie* He was very neat also in 
hispa*son, and had a great aversion to'the use of tobacca 
WilUiim Penn is said to have possessed fine talents, and Sir 
John Rhodes^ says, that he was qualified for a high station in 
V&f by very bright and excellent parts, and these cultivated 
and improved by the advantage of a very liberal education, 
and tdso polished by travelling abroad, and by conversation 
WiA some of the greatest men the age produced. 

*^He was indefatigable as a minister of the gospel^ and 
used, while preaching, language the most simple, and easy 
to be understood; and he had a happy way of explaining 
himself by images the most fiimiliar. He was of such humility, 
that he ^sed generally to sit at the lowest end of the q)ace 
allotted to ministers, always taking care to place above himself 
poor ministers, and those who appeared to him to be pecu- 
Harfy gifted.^' 

It would be unnecessary here, to estimate the worth of 
'Wfflmm Penn, as a legislator, a governor, "or a proprietor of 
Pennsylvania ; as his diaracter is well known, and fiilly d&- 
UiieMed in respect to all these ppints, in the woric now under 
consideration. But it may not be unnecessary to observe, 
that his biographer appears not only to have been at great 
pains to obtain access to curious and original documents, 
but has rescued the name of this celebrated Quaker, from all 
the ridiculous, as wdl as malicious chargesi^ brought against 
him by his enemies. 
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No. 11. 

Memoirs of the Life anix Writings of BENJAMIN 
FRANKLIN, LL. D. F. R. S. &c. Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary FROM THE United States of America, at the 
Court of France, &c. &c Written by Himself to a 
lat^ period, and continued to the time of his death, 

BY HIS GRANDSON, WiLLIAM TeMPLE FrANKLIN.— NoW 
FIRST PUBLISHED FROM THE ORIGINAL MSS* 

1 HE life of Dr. FrankUn is peculiarly calculated, in a variety 
of points of view, to follow that of his^great precursor WiUlam 
Penn. Their career, in many respects, was similar; their 
objects and pursuits nearly the same; they both contributed, 
although perhaps in an unequal degree, to the happiness and 
prosperity of the Trans- Atlantic Continent ; and each has left 
a:n impression of the most lasting gratitude on the minds of the 
inhabitants. 

Benjamin Franklin was born at Boston in New England, 
January 17, 1706. His progenitors lived originally at Ecton, 
a little village, which we believe, is about six miles distant 
from Northampton, where they possessed a freehold estate of 
dbout thirty acres. 

' " Our humble family,** observes he " early embraced the 
reformed religion. Our fore&thers continued' protestants 
dirough the reign of Mary, when they were sometimes in 
danger of persecution, on account of their zeal against popery. 
They had an English Bible* and to conceal it and place it in 
safety, it was fastened open widi tapes under and within the 
cover of a joint stool. When my great-grandfather mshed to 
read it to his family, he placed the joint stool on his knees, 
fDftd then turned over the leaves under the tapei^* One of the 
diildi'en stood at thedo(»' to give notice if he saw the appari- 
tor coming, who WAS an officer of the l^iritual Court. In 
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tbat case^ the stool was turned down again upon its feet, where 
the bible remained concealed under it as before.^ 

Notwithstanding a very numerous &miljr, his father Josiab, 
not only sent Benjamin to school at eight years old, but in- 
tended to devote him << as the tithe of his sons to the service of 
the church.'' However, the narrowness of his &ther's circum- 
stances having prevented this ; at the age of ten he was taken 
home to assist in the business of a tallow-chandler and a soq)- 
boiler. He himself wished to become a saQor ; but it was at 
length determined that he should be a printer. 

Soon after this^ he betook himself to a v^etable diet^ by 
which he saved one half of the money allowed for his board; 
and he found his apprehensions much quicker in conseqnoice 
of temperance in eating and drinking. With his, savings he 
bought books; and at the same time finding, on trial, he did 
not excel in poetry, betook himself to pros^ a circumstance 
^which contributed not a little to his future advancemimt. 

Meanwhile, his brother treated him with great harshness; 
and being passionate he beat him firequendy ; in fine^ his ap- 
prenticeship appeared the most horrid species of servitude to 
Benjamin : ^* Perhaps this harsh and tyrannical treatm^it of 
me, might be a means of impressing me with the aversion to 
arbitrary power, that has stuck to me through my whole life." 
The young man accordingly took the earliest opportunity to 
repair to Philadelphia, where in consequence of his small 
stock of money he did not think it prudent to treat himsdf 
with a dinner, but " made a meal of dry bread !" Havii^ 
pbtaMied emplojrment as a journeyman, he remained in this 
city, during some time, and was noticed by Sir William Keith, 
the Governor of the Province; but this great man, who was 
an unbeliever^ deceived him in the most base and cruel man*!- 
ner ; and he at length hefpn to doubt the morality of all free- 
tlunkers. 

In a short time after this Mr. Franklin repaired to England^ 
and arrived in London, Dec. 24, 1724. He worked at his 
trade, first at Palmer's printing-house, in Bartholomew^dos^ 
^l^ere he ^ontimied nefi^ a y?ar; fmd hi^pening to be 9m- 



Digitized by 



Google 



]^oyed on a new edition of Wollaston's " Religion of Nature," 
be himsdf wrote' a little metaphysical piece, by way of answer^ 
entitled ** A Dissertation on Liberty and Necessity, Pleasure^ 
'and Pain," This produced his introduction to the celebrated 
Dr. Mandeville, author of the " Fable of the Bees," a «* most 
facetious entertaining companion;" as well as to Dr. Pember- 
ton, who promised to present him to Sir Isaac Newton. . Sir 
Hans Sloane, hearing that he had a purse made of asbestos, 
invited the young man to his house, in Bloorosbury^square^ 
showed him all his curiosities, and having persuaded him to 
add this to their number, paid hmi handsomely foi* it. ' . 

He next worked at \Vatte's printing-house, near lincolnV 
Jim-Fields; and although called the Water American^ on ac- 
count of his sobriety, yet proyed himself far more strongs us 
w^ll aa; more.industrious,\ than those who drank beer. . Here 
lie became a legislator and a man of influence; for he not only 
prd^osed torm^e so;me new laws: in their " chapel*," but" 
£ictually passed them in spite of all opposition. In con^e^ 
quence of his example too, many of his companions not only 
" .left off their muddling breakfast of beer, bread, and cheese,'* 
but actually substituted a "porringer of hot water-grtic^ 
sprinkled with pepper, crumbled with bread, and a.bit<^ butter 
in:it, for tlje price of a pint of porter, viz. three balance. 
This was a i^or^ comii^table, as well as a cheaper. breakfast, 
and kqpt their ho^ dearer. Those who continued Sotting 
with their beer allday^ were, often, by not paying, out of all 
credit at the ale-house, and used to make!intcrisst with me," 
adds he, " to get beer ; their lights as they phrased iiy being 
vut." :'.. /■ 

r In 1726, Mr. FrankUn returned to America, and landing 
at PhHadelphia, found Keith, who had been superseded) walk- 
ing about the. streets as a common dtizen ; and learned «it the 
■same time, that his old sweetheart, Miss Read, whom he after- 
awards married) had got.a husband of a very worthless cbaracr 
ter. After serving some time in a store, or warehouse, he re* 
iurned-to^bi»bfiginal business ;. soon becamie known to^.re- 
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qpected on account of his cfaaracter as well as indnstry. And 
when the paper-^oney was issued, he displayed a very superior 
degree of ingenuity in sketching and engraving the bordera 
for the notes, conducting the letter-press, and when in want of 
<^ sorts," as no letter-foundry then existed on that contin^it, 
he used types as puncheons, and struck the matric^ in lead. 
He also made his own printing ink, &c. 

On the occasion just alluded to, Mr. Franklin formed an 
acquaintance with most of the principal peojde in the province ; 
accordingly the Judges, the Surveyor«>General, and many 
Members of the Assembly became his friends, and contributed 
not a little to his advancement in life. 

Nearly at the same time he formed a club, under the mane 
o? the ^ Junto." With the members he discussed ^various 
points of morals, politics, and natural philosophy; essays alM 
Were composed and read; a president was r€guliM*ly <^06en; 
and the rules were drawn up with great care by the sul^ect of 
this memoir. Out of this establishm^it, afterwards arose a 
subscription library, for which a charter was finally obtained ; 
and this proved ** the mother of all the North American sub- 
scription libraries, now so numerous." " It is become" adds 
he, ^^ a great thing itself, and ccmtinually goes on encreasing: 
these libraries have improved the general conversation of the 
Americans, made the cc^cmimi tradesmen and farmers as intd- 
lig^it as most gentlemen from other countries, and p^haps 
have contributed in some degree to the stond so generally made 
thr(Highout the colonies in defence of tiidr privileges." 

Here ends the first part of the author's life, which was ad* 
dressed to his s(m, the late Governor Franklin, who took an 
ppposite part in the political contentions oi North America, 
and afterwards received a considerable pension in England, as 
a loyalifl^. Part IL was commenced at Passy, near Paris, in 
1 784s i^ber tlw author had obtained a high diplomatic c^tirao- 
ter, and^^tingftSilKd bimsdf not a little by his dkeoveries in 
dedricily*' 

WeleiU^ firdm the latter portion of the work, dui atthe time 
he established himself in Pennsylvania, there was not a good 
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booksieUer's shop in «ny of the colonies to the southwaird ^ 
Boston. Notwithstanding two oompetitors in business, and ea\ 
iiicreaaing faniily, his cir^minstaiices improved daily, in oonse* 
quence of his prudence and a^l«»duity. 

<« Reading was th^ only ajnusemait I allowed inysjel£ I 
sp^itnotime in taverns^ gm^ or firc^s of any kind ; and 
my industry in my busine^ continued as indefatigalde as it 
was necessary. , 

^ My original hal^its of irugaUty continuing^ and my fiuher 
having among his instrUcticm^ to itewhen a boy, frequfiintly re* 
peated a Proverb of Solcmipn, <^ Seest thou a titan ^Hgen^ m his 
callings he shall stand before kings, he shall not ^and befbte imtm 
meHi^ I thence considered industry as a mean of obtainii^ 
wealth and distinction, whidn encouraged m&; though I >did 
not think I should ever literally stand before kix^ whidb^ 
however, has since happ^aed; for I have stood bdbre fivi^ 
and even had the honour of sitting do^ wiih one (the King 
of Denmark) to dinner. 

" We have an English jHrov^rb tha£ says, 

< He that would thrive 
4 Must ask his wife ;' 

It was lucky for me that I had one as much diq>06ed to iu> 
dustry and frugality as myself, l^e assisted me dieerfidHy ia 
my business, folding and stitchihg pamphlets, tending shop, pur* 
chasing old linen rags for the paper-makeTs, ftc We kept 
no idle servants, our table was plain and sunple^ our fumitnte 
of th^ cheapest. Fc^ insitanc^ my break&st was for a long 
time bread aiid milk, (no tea,) and I ate it out of a two^p^my 
earthen porring^, with a pewter spooki: but mark how lux^* 
ury will enter fan^ilies, and'nuJi:!^ a progress in' spite cS. prin** 
dple; being' called one' morning 'to breakfiat, I found it in « 
china bowl, with a sp6<m 5f silver. They had been bought 
f6r me, without my kn6wledg^ by my wife^ and haid coat her 
the enormous sum di thr^and-twenty sihillings; f<»*wlitoh 
she had no o&eh* excuse or apology to make, but that liie 
thought her husband deserved a silver spoon and dtina bowl 
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as .iH^ as any of his neighl|;)0ur8« lliis was the first appear-* 
ance of plate md china in, oar herose, which aftarwards, in a 
course i^years^ as our wealth increaeed, augmented gradually 
to several hundred pounds in Tahie.'' 

^ Mr. Franklin for n^idy years* subscribed for the support a( 
a Ptedi>yterian minista* in Philadelphia. This clergymaB 
used to Tifit him* scmietimes as a* friend, and on these occasiom 
he always admonished him to attend his ^^ aditiiiiktrations.^ 
He wa^ accordingly prevailed tqpon to att^d for five Sundays 
saceessiveiiy; but he proved to be a bad preadier; and be- 
iges- never inculcated or ^xforoed a single moral principle, 
thinking that his aim was rather to make the congregation 
^Presbyterians. than good citizens/' he at length vrithdrew 
in disgust, and returned to the use of ^^ a little Utui^, or 
kfimot ppayer, drawn up in 1728, entitled, Articles of Bdief 
md Acts of Rel%ion.^ ^^ My ccxiduct might be blameaUe," 
Observes he, <^ but I leave it, without attempting further to 
excuse it; my presait purpose being to relate focts, and not 
to make apologies forthem/' <^ About the samettme^'' it is 
added, ^^ I conceived the bold and arduous project of arriving 
at moral perfection ; I wished to live without committing any 
fault at any time, and to conquer all €hat either natural inclin- 
oticH), ou9t(»n, at cosapaxty might lead me into. On the 
wh<de,lthongh I never arrived at the perfection I had been so 
onbitious of obtaini]:^, but fell &r short of it, yet I was by 
the aideavonr a better and a happier man than 1 otherwise 
should have been, if I had not attempted it. 

<^ It may be right my posterhy should be informed^ tiiat to 
tkb little, artifice (he here allud^i to the notes he tod^ of his 
conduct,) with the blesnng of God, dieir ancestor owed 
the constant felicilTf^f his life^ down to tlie 79th year, in 
which this. k written.. To Tenqfenmee heascribes his kmg con- 
tinued, healdi, and what is still left to him of a good ccmsti- 
tution. To Industry and FntgMy ^ early easiness of bis 
drcumitances, and acqnisidoii of his fortune, with all thai 
knowledge that enabled him to be anus^l cit^en^ and ob- 
tained for him 3<Mne dqpree <^ reputation among the leapied. 
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To Sincerity and Justice the confidence of his oocmtry, and dfee 
honourable employs it conferred upon faim; «id to the joint 
JnflBBnof of the -whole mam of the virtues, even in the imper*- 
fect state he was able to acquire ' them, all that evenness of 
temper, and that cheerfulness in conversation which makes his 
compfMiy still sought for and agreeable even to his young 
acquaintances/' 

At length the subject of this memoir was elected a member 
of the assembly, and became a leading man in it. He most 
heartily, joined the British government in the war against 
France^ in 1753, and by means of his influence, enabled 
General Braddock to advance against the enemy. He also 
assisted in building forts for the protection of the province, 
and a battery for the defence of the dty. So high was his 
character now become, indeed, that he was appointed deputy- 
postmaster-general ; and such was his talents and success, that 
the revenue of this department in America became greater 
than what was obtained from all Ireland. The moment he 
was dismissed it once more sunk into insignificance. Mr. 
Franklin was also nominated a colonel of militia,' during the 
war, and even offered by the Governor to be made a general, 
but he declined. 

It was in 1746 that he first commaiced his philosophical 
experiments* ; and his papers on electricity appear at first to 
have attracted more notice at Paris than at London : at length, 
however, he became a member of the Royal Society, and ob- 
tained the d^ee of LL.D. fi*om Oxford. 

In 1757, Dr. Franklin repaired once more to England; 
and with this epoch concludes that portion of the work which 
was prindpaUy drawn up by himself: indeed, the first fifty- 
seven pages only are composed in regtdar series by him ; and 
from that specimen it is greatly to be lamented that the whole 
Vas not written by his own hand. 

As this can only be property considered as the private^ life of 
Dr. Franklin, we shall omit every thing relative to his diplomatic 

* See Vol. i. p. 586. of Annual Obituary for an account of Dr. Franklin's corre- 
spondence; and alio for manj partlculan relative to his philosophical discoveries. 
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mission, as wdl as the part he acted during the American 
contest It may be necessary, however, to add that as he ad- 
vanced in years, he became subject to fits of the gout, to 
which, in 1782, a nephristic - colic was superadded. From 
tUs time^ he was. afflicted with the stone^ as wdl as the gout, 
and for the last twelve months of his life these complaints 
almost entirely confined him to his bed. In the beginning of 
the luring, he was attacked with a fever and complaint of the 
breastt whidi terminated his existence; and he according 
expired on the 17th of April, 1790, about 1 1 o'clock at lught, 
closing a long life <^ ^l> y^urs and four months, widioat a 
groan. 
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No. III. 
Memoir of MOWHEE, a young New-Zealander, who 

DIED AT PaDDINGTON.'— In A LeTTER ADDRESSED TO T|IE 

Rev. Josiah Pratt, B.D. Secretary of the Church Mis- 
sionary Society; by the Rev. Basijl Woodd, M,A. — 
2d Edition. 

1 HIS short biographical memoir has been published by the 
Church Missionary Society. Without entering into^ any of 
the disputes that have lately taken place in the Christian 
world, on the subject of missions to distant landsy we shall im- 
mediatdly proceed to communicate some particulars relative to 
this.young and interesting convert. 

It appears from the statement of the Rev. Basil Woodd, 
that Mowhee was born in the island of New Zealand, about 
the year 1796; and, at the request of this gentleman, who 
appears to have paid him great attention, he presented him 
with the following narrative in writing, which the hand of 
death prevented from continuing forther than the close of the 
year 1814, when he returned to his native island. 

f< From this narrative^ and from occasional conversation," 
observes the. Rev. Author, ^* I have collected the following in- 
teresting facts; and, so far as I am f^ble, I shall insert the 
statement in his own plain and unafl^M^ted words. The his- 
tory discloses^ an extraordinary series of the interpositions of 
Divine Provid^ice. 

'< Mowhee was a relation of Terra, a head chid^, and a man 
of considerable influence on the south side of the %y of 
Islands. 

^^ About the year 1806, one of the natives had gone to 
Port Jackson in New South Wales, and staid there some time. 
On his return, he told his countrjmien ^ what a fine place the 
English people had, and the wonderfiil news of our Saviour 
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dying for sinners and the world.' He also persuaded many of 
the natives to wish to send their children thither. 

" Shortly after^ two ships .came into the harbour. The 
Captains came on shore ;• olie of them to the spot where Mow- 
hee's family resided. By the character Mowhee gaye of him, he 
appears to have been a man of a very friendly dispositicm, and of 
a religious state of mind. He frequently conversed with 
Mowheews &ther; and endeavoured to impress on his con- 
science the value of his soul, the importance of eternity, and 
the leading truths of the Christian Religion. This kind at- 
tention so mujch gained the affections and confidence of the 
father, that, when the ship was preparing to quit New Z^Iand, 
he earnestly eitfrea^ the Captain to take his son a voyage 
With him* 

- . " Mowhee was at this period about nine or ten years of age. 
He had been a good deal with the Captain while oh shore^ 
and loved him as a parent. He had also been firequently on 
|>oard the ship ; and, as was perfectly natural, was greatly de- 
lighted with the novelty of the scene, and the prospect of the 
voyage to a new isl^d. 

/ "Accordingly, when the day arrived for the sailing of the ship, 
the &ther and mother and several natives accompanied Mow- 
hee on board. Here he found a native with whom he was 
acquainted, who had been to visit the English Settlements, and 
was going back again with the captain. He spake highly of 
the kindness of the captain^ and of the £tiglish people ; and 
persuaded Mowhee to persevere in his intentionu 

" At this time the ship was surrounded with canoes, which 
kept her company till she Viras outside the heads of the Bay. 
About sun-set they lefl the ship ; and now a most melanchofy 
fiurewell was taken of Mowhee by his partot$. Thenoother, in 
|)articular, was quite overwhelmed in an ttgoay of grte£ For 
a long time she rdused to quit the ship ; and was, at length, 
taken away by compulsioh. 

<^ This was the last tin^e that Mowhee and his parenttit ew& 
saw one another. Sometncmths after, a &ta| endemic sick-^ 
ne$s vfs& brought from a dkt^nt pi^rt of the iManik Noinb^rs 
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caught the mfeet^bn and died ; and^ among th^, the -bSccm 
tionate parents of our y6nng friend. Mowfaee always spoke 
of his father as a man who had learned of the Captam to wor- 
stip the true God ; and he trusted he should meet him again, 
to pa7't no more* 

*^ In the evening, the Captain called Mowhee, and the other 
native, whose name was Hearry, into the cabin. He spake 
kindly to them, and bade them be assured of his firiendship; 
and told Mowhee, that he should in future call him by the 
name of Thomas. 

^^ During this evening, the wind began to blow very hard, 
and the sea was very tempestuous for a few days.. Mowhee 
was exceedingly terrified; but his countryman quieted his 
fears, by assuring him that the storm would not long continue, 
and that, in a diort time, they would see Norfolk Island. As 
soon as they arrived ofiPtlmt island, a boat'came on board, with 
a Mr% Drummond, who took Mowhee and the other native on 
shore, to his own house. 

<^ The first object which engaged his attention and exieit^ 
his astonishment, in this place, was the building of a brig; a 
sight to him entirely new. 

^^ Mr. Drummond received him wit^ great kindness ; tod as- 
sured him, that, if he was disposed to reside with Inm, he 
should be treated like one of his sons^— Mr. Drummond 
placed him at a day-shool for near a year. Here he began to 
learn to read and write ; and firom this pmod, as a tokai of 
regard, he took the name of Thomas Drummond. — Shi^ly 
after, the whole family sailed for New South Wales* They 
landed at Sidney; and, in February 1812, removed to a farm, 
at a village called Liverpool. 

*^ During this period, it appeari^ that Mr. Drummond, and Uie 
Rev. Mr. G , used to explain to Mowhee the general prin- 
ciples of the Christian Religion, the meaning of going to 
church, sthe nature of the worship due to Almighty Crod, and 
the RedeiTiption of man by the death of tlie Lord Jesus Christ. 
Here, to use his own words, he firecjuMitly was taught that the 
son of God came into:the world to |»ave sinners, and that who- 
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soever b^eyed on IjEim shoiild ioberit evserlasting lif^ . Mn D, 
had ^opted the pious and venerpible custom of having all his 
fianily and ranrants, every Sunday evening, in hi^ parlour. 
He heard them read portions of the Holy Scriptures, and then 
familiarly explained them, according to their capacities. 

*^ Mdwhee's ordinary employment was in the fiirm ; and 
much of his time was.occupied in taking care of the she^ and 
preventing their straying to lose themselves in the woods. His 
mind, however, possessed too much ardour and activity for 
this mode of life. He described it as a lonesone employment ; 
and, in a few months, he became completely weaiy of it, and 
expressed to Mr. Dru|nmond, his earnest desire to quit the 
fiirm, and gratify his curiosity in seeing more of the world. 

^^ Just at lihis crisis, the Rev. Samuel Marsden. calliog at 
Mr. Drummond's, Mowhee's desire was communicated to him. 
He arranged an exchange in consequence ; and Mowhee was 
removed t6 Parramatta. He was thus placed under the pro- 
tection of this distinguished clergyman, and enjoyed the benefit 
of his prayers, example, and daily instruction. About this 
period he was admitted to the Christian Church by the Sacra- 
ment of Baptism. He was also introduced to the acquaint- 
ance of another persevering labourer in the missionary cause, 
Mr. Thomas Kendall. 

** This gentleman having, apparently by mere accident, 
passed by Beiitinck Chiqpel one Sunday ipoming, about the 
year 1805, was induct, by hearing the sound of the organ, to 
go in. The consequence was, that he was one of the audience 
the first time that a sermon was preached there in order to 
excite CSiristians, by their prayers and exertions, to send the 
Gospel to other nations. The subject was quite new to him : 
his mind became deeply impressed with guilt, for having 
hitherto neglected this important duty ; and he resolved, by 
the grace of God, to devote himself to the service of the hea- 
then. Having waited seven years for a favburable opportu- 
nity, with much prayer, patience, and perseverance ; the wished- 
fijr day at length arrived, when he relinquished every temporal 
prospect in his native country ; and, with his four children^ 
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Itnd his wife) then pregnimt, set «ail, May Si, 181S; on bourd 
l^e Earl SpeQcer^ a convict «hip, fo^New Saaik Wales. He 
arrived at Port Jackson on the 10th of November following, 
after a very pleasant passage, and just before the period when 
Mowhee, by being removed toParramatta, came under tire prc^ 
tection of Mr. Alarsden. 

<^ AVhen Mowhee arrived, Mn Kendall was gone with Mr« 
HaU to New Zealuid, to inquire into the dispositions of the 
inhabitants, and the probability of succeeding in a missionaTy 
settlement 

^^ August 22, 1814, they returned in the Brig Active bring* 
ing with them six of the natives, and one of the chiefs, 
Duaterra. 

" Mr. Kendall devoted much of his time to the instruction 
of Mowhee ; and a friendship was formed from thi^ period^ 
which we trust will survive the grave. 

" Mowhee appeared to be a youth of tender feelings. He 
never forgot Mr. Kendall's kind attention. Whenever his 
name was mentioned, his eyes sparkled with tears of affection. 
He generally sat at Bentinck Chapel, in the same pew which 
Mr. Kendall had occupied; and one of the last^intelligent sen- 
tences which he ever uttered was, * Tell Mr. Kendall, I never 
forgot his instructions.' 

<* When the Active sailed the next time to New Zealand, 
Nov. 19, 1814, with the Reverend Mr. Marsden, Mr, and 
Mrs. Kendall, and others, Mowhee accompanied them. A 
most interesting account of this voyage has been given in the 
Missionary Risgister for November and December 1816. On 
Tuesday Dec. 27, 1814, the Active arrived at the Timber 
District, on the south side of the Bay of Islands. This was 
the district to which Mowhee belonged, and to the chief of 
which he was related." 

The interview between Mowhee^ his relations and conn- 
trymen appears to have been truly a£Pecting; and he was now 
left by Mr. Marsden in New-Zealand, with a view to asdst in 
the improvement of the islanders. But about the month 
of August, 1815, he determined to repair to England; and 
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liaviiig acodrdin^y entered as a common sailor on board tbe 
Jefferson whafer, he arrived .in London, during the spring of 
1816. This forlorn youth was immediatdy taken care; of by 
the Church Missionary Society; and great expectations were 
•formed of him, when he died of a malignant putrid fever^Vat 
Paddington, on December the 12 th, 1816. A fimcralsennon 
was preached by the Rev. B. Woodd, on January the 12tl, 
1816, out of respect to the memory of this young man, who 
i^ppears to have been singularly qualified for the misskm with 
which he was about to be entrusted. 
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Anecdotes o9 the Life of RICHARD WATSON, 
Bishop of LANDAFF; written by himself, at dif- 
ferent intervals ; AND REVISED IN 1814. PtJBLISHED 

BY HIS SON Richard Watson, LL. B. Prebendary op 
Landaff and Wells. 

X his work has excited a considerable portion of attrition ; 
and it must be allowed to have gratified public curiosity in no 
inconsiderable degree. To the Prelate who is the chief subject 
of these ianecdotes we have already assigned a memoir, (See 
vol. i. 429.) but this volume, not only contains a variety of par- 
ticulars res|>ecting himself as wdl as his family, but also much 
contemporary biography. 

Dr. Watson justly remarks, *^ that all &milies are of equal 
antiquity," and that, by the operations of time and chance, 
" Kings become beggars, and beggars become kings." He 
also ridicules German and Welch pedigrees, and can see no 
solid reason " why any man should derive honour or infamy 
from the station which his ancestors filled in civil society.** 
<< Notwithstanding this, such is the prevalence of habit," he 
observes, that he frankly allows, he himself is a slave \to i 
this general prejudice; and feels a satisfaction that his an- 
cestors " have neither been hewers of wopd or drawers rf 
water," but — 

Ut prisca gens mortalittm. 

tillers of their own ground, in the idiom of the couiUiy^ 
statesmen. 

He was born atHeversham, in Westmoreland, in August, 
1 737 ; and there is a tradition that the first of his family came 
from Scotland. In 1608, his father, then in the 26th year of 
his age, was appointed head master of Hevershara school,. 
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which he taught with great reputation for nearly forty years: 
Ephraim Chambers, the author of the Dictionary of Arts and 
Sciences, was one of his pupils ; and there are some memorials 
still extant which prove that he had acquired a considerable 
proficiency in Grreek and Latin. 

As there are two exhibitions appertaining to this institation, 
young Watson obtained that to Trinity Collie, Cambridge*, 
and as he had never been taiight to make Latin c»r Gteek 
Verses it afterwards cost him more pains to remember whether 
a syllable was long or short, than to comprehend a whole sec« 
tion of Newton's Principicu 

His father having died in November, 1753, he was sent to 
the University on the 3d of November, 1754, without beii^ 
acquainted with a single person there^ except his tutor, Mr. 
Blackhouse. Mr. Watson, commenced his academic studies 
with great eagerness, from knowing that his fortune w^as to be 
of his own &bricating ; for he was certain that the slendff 
portion of 3002. lately left him, would be barely sufficient to 
complete his education. At the end of the first six months, 
he appears to havelbeen considered a metaphysician of some 
note ; and i'uur years aftor he took his Bachelor's I>egree, D/* 
Lawj then Master of Petcrhouse, and afterwards Bishop of 
Carlisle, sent for, and desired his acquaintance* 

** Prom my friendship with that excellent man," adds he, 
** I derived much knowledge and liberality of seatimi*ti! tfl 
theology : and I shall ever continue to think my early lntbiyK| 
with him a fortunate event in my Ufe." 

As he perceived that the Sizers were not .^ much t - 
as they deserved, Mr, Watson offered himr' 
and succeeded in 1757, when he obti*' 
inyn*6 ; this he owed to Dr. Smithj l*- 
who by his particular notice *' ga 
wings to his ambidonJ 

On lately look 
he rgoicefl to 
world has odIj 
in favour d£ 
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knew/' observes h^ <* of what selfish and low-minded mate- 
rials the public world was made." 

He gaierally studied mathematics in the mornings and 
classics in the afternoon ; and he got such parts of orationa 
as pleased him particularly, by heart : Demosthenes ^vas hi» 
orator; Tacitus his historian; and Perseus his favourite 
satirist. 

In 1760, Mr. Watson obtained a fellowship at Trinity Cdl-^ 
lege ; about the same time he refused the curacy of dermcmtf 
and the ojfice of chaplain to the fiwrtory at Bencoolau 

Having taken the d^ee of ^M. A., in 1762, in 1764r 
he was unanimously elected Professor of Chemistry, although^ 
oberves he, *' I knew nothing at all of (Aemistry, had nevw 
read a syllable on the subject, nor seen a sii^le experiment on 
it ; but I was tired with mathematics and natural philosophy^ 
and the 

Fehementissima gloria cupido^ ' 

stimulated me to try my strength in a new pursuit^ and the 
kindness of the University (it was always kind to me) animated 
me to vety extraordinary exerti<ms* I sent immediately aftet 
my election, for an operator to Paris; I buried myself as it 
were, in my laboratory, at least a& much as my other avoca- 
tions would permit ; and in fourte^a months from my election^ 
I made a course of chemical lectures, to a very fiill audience 
consisting of persons of all ages and degrees in the University.'' 

In 1771, our author obtained the King's mandate for a 
doctor's degree^ and was socm after elected ProfesscMr of 
Divinity. 

" Thus did I," adds he, "by hard Mid incessant labour for 
seventeen years, attain at the age of thirty-four, the first office 
for honour in the University; and exclusive of the Mast^* 
ship of Trinity College, I have made it the first for profit. 1 
fomid the Professorship not worth 330/. a year, and it is now 
worth 1000/. at the least On being raised to this distinguish^ 
dHce» I immediately applied myself with great eagerness to 
the study of divinity. Eagerness, indeed^ in the pursuit of 
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knowledge - was a part of my temper, till die acqi^sitiou of 
knowledge was attended with nothing but the neglect of the 
King and his Ministers ; and I feel by a broken constitution, 
at this hour, the effects of that literary diligence with whidi 
I laboured for a great many years." 

It appears, that the Dr. now determined ^^ to study nothing 
but his Bible, being much unconcerned," observes he, <' about 
the opinions of councils, fathers, churches, bishops, and other 
men, as little inspired as myself. The Professor of Divinity 
had been nicknamed, Malleus Hcereticomm ; it was thought 
to be his duty to demolish every opinion which militated 
against what is called the orthodoxy of the Churdi of Eng- 
land. Now my mind was wholly unbiassed, I had no prgu- 
dice against, no predilection for the Church of England ; but 
a sincere regard for the Church of Christy and an insuperable 
objection to every degree of dogmatical intolerance. 

" I never troubled myself with answering any arguments 
which the opponents in the Divinity Schools brought again^ 
tiie articles of the Church, nor ever admitted.their authority 
sis decisive of a difficulty ; but I used on. such, occasions, to 
say to them, holding the New Testament in my hand, * l&n 
sacrum CodicemJ Here is the fountain of truth, why do you 
follow, the streams derived from it by the sophistry, or polluted 
by the p'assions of man ? If you can bring proo& against any 
thing delivered in this book, I shall think it my duty to reply 
to you ; articles of churches are not of divine authority, have 
done with them, for they may be true^ they may be fidse; and 
Appeal to the book itself. This mode of disputing, gained nbe 
no credit with the hierarchy, but I thought it an honest one^ 
and it produced a liberal spirit in the University." 

We now find Dr. Watson resolved to enter iiito the " holy 
state of matrimony," and he appears to have been both for- 
tunate, and, happy in his choice. 

"My constitution," observes he, "was ill-fitted for celi- 
bacy,' and as soon, therefore, as ^ had any meant of main- 
taining a family, I married. My wffe was the eldest daughter 
of Edward Wilsoni E3q.,pf Dallum Tower in Westuiordand.. 
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We were married at Lancaster, on the 2 Ist December, 17?3. 
During a cohabitation of above forty years, she has been every- 
thing I wished, her to be, and I trust, /I have lived with her, 
and-provided for her, as a man not unconscious of her worth,- 
ought to have done. The day after my marriage, I set for-^ 
ward to take possession of a sinecure rectory in North Wales, 
procured for me, from the Bishop of St. Asaph, by the Duke 
of Grafton, out of a kind omsideration of my being ill-pro- 
vided for; as I Imd no preferment but tbe Professorship qf 
Divinity. This sinecure, on my return to Cambridge, I ex- 
changed for ar Prebend in the church of Ely : the exchange 
was wholly owing to the unsolicited attention of the Duke. 

" At the time he did me this favour, we thought differently 
in politics. I had made no scruple of every-where declaring, 
that I looked iip<m .the Aj^erican war as unjust in its com-*' 
menceinent, and that its conclusion would be unfavourable ta 
this kingdom; and his Grace did not abandon the adminis- 
tration till October 1775." 

Dr. Watson, having taken singular pdns in the education 
of^Lord Granby, afterwards Duke of Rutland, about this 
period, received -a very kind letter from him, containing an 
invitaticm to Chevley. He declared his gratitude^ for having 
been made to- study Locke; and promised, that the tenets 
contained in the works of that great scholar, which <^ are so 
attentive. to the natural rights of mankind," should ever b^ 
the guide and direction of his .actions. His lordship con- 
cluded by adding, that althoi^h he had formed a tory con- 
nexion, whig principles were too firmly rooted in him, ever to 
be removed. ■ 

In 1782, in consequence of the friendship of this nobleman, 
and it ought also to be added, the regard ever expressed to- 
wards, him, both by the Duke of Grafton, and Lord Shel- 
bume, Dr. Watson was nominated "Bishop-^, Landaff. To 
the second of these, now become minister, - he soon after 
pointed out the propriety of a tnode;?ate *^ reform in the 
church ;" but he was told by him, "it was Aot time;'' and 
does not i^pear, either to have found the Right Reverend 
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B^ich, or any diatinguiehed maEaber of aifaidaistailMii, in 
fiivour of such a plan. 

In 1786, the Bishop of Landaff, revj tmexpectadiy came 
into the possession of a very considerable property, vhich was 
M him by his quondam pui»l, Mn Luther, M. P. for Esaex^ 
who had been undar great obligations to him, on a vacie^ of 
occafiions. 

<< Onopening the will, I'was found to be sole executor. Hia 
Essex estate was left to his younger nejdiew, Francis V$m9, 
Esq., in strict entail to some other <^ hb relations, with the 
remainder to me. His Sussex estate was left to m^ and my 
hdrs, charged with a l^acy c^SOOO^^ I sold the estate in the 
Mowing July, to the late Lofd Egremont, for 23,5002. I 
have managed as I ought to havedone^ this legacy. It has 
enabled me to preserve my independence^ and to provide for 
my &mily. I have a thousand times thought, that had i 
been a mean-spirited, time-serving Bishop, I mig^t, parfaaps^ 
have escaped that marked and unmerited neghM^ a£ the 
Court, which I have for so many years experienced, but duit 
I should have x:artainly forfeited the aflSsction of my frknd ; 
his upright and honourable principles, would never have 
suffered him to distinguish such a charact^, with that emi- 
nent tokai of his regard, which he beqi^ieathed to me." 

In 1787, the health of Dr. Watson began to declime^ and 
his physicians absolutely insisted ^i his never more preaidiiig 
in the Divinity school. He accordingly retired^ after ncmiinal* 
ing Dr. Kipling his deputy. He then repaired to Westmoie* 
land, to try the effects of his native air ; and in the atutuiDDof 
the same year, he pronounced a panegyric in the H(Hiie of 
LdDrds, on the Duke of Rutland, who had just died. In 1788, 
the Bishop of Llandaff visited his diocese^ and oompoaed^ 
printed, and gave awagr, to above a thousand perscms whom 
he then confirmed, a small tracts entitled, <^ An Address to 
Young Persons, after Confirmation.'' 

In 1789, the Dr* made one of his best iq)eechei^ relative 
to the diief objects of the R^aicy bill He had long 
known Mr.Pit^ but on tins, and mimy oth«: occaaona, ^ 
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' marked diierence of. opinion ousted between tbenu Lord 
Hiurlow does not appear to have entertained any great re* 
gard for this celebrated Divine; and it is a charge against 
that great lawyer^ that on one memorable occasion, he mis- 
ickterpreted a passage firom Grotius, in order to impose on the 
house wh^e he presided. 

^^ The Chancellor,^' observes he, ^^ was an able aiid up» 
right Judge^ but as the Speaker of the House of Lords, he 
was domineering, and insincere. It was said of him> that in 
the cabinet he opposed every thing, proposed nothing, and 
was ready to siq>port any thing. I reofiember Lord Camden's 
saying to me one night, when the Chancellor was speaking, 
omtrary, as I thought, to his own conviction, ^^ there now, I 
could not do that; he is supporting what he does not believe 
a word <^'* 

In ] 791, when the Catholic bill was in agitation, Dr. Wat- 
son addressed a letter to the Premier of that day, in which he 
expressed a wish to introduce into the oath of protestaticm^ 
the following declaration, << And that we believe salvation is 
not restricted to the members of the chmrch of Rome." 

<^ While the doctrine of there being no salvation out of 
the Romish pale is maintained," adds he, ^^ the Catholics 
have such a motive for making proselytes as belongs not to 
Protestants, and it is a motive which must operate with great 
force on the mind of every sincere Papist. I am apprehen- 
sive," continues his Lordship, " that Catholic schools wiU be- 
come numerous; the glare of ceremonies will fascinate the 
ininds of the common people; and the doctrine of absolution, 
and of praying souls out of piirgatory, will be palatable to 
many. ' I am a&aid of Popery, because where it has the power 
.it assumes the right of persecution ; and whilst it believes that 
in afflicting the body it saves the soul of a convert, I do not 
^ee how it can abandon the idea of the utility of persecution." 
Towards the latter part of his life. Dr. Watson retired to, 
.and resided wholly at his seat, called Calgarth Park, in his 
native county. The ioieighbourhood had been already in- 
debtj^ to him for his numerous improvements; for he had 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



44S BISHOP OF LANDAFF* 

rendered the barren waste verdant, and had planted somt o( 
the loftiest hills in Westmoreland .with trees of all kinds, both 
evergreen and deciduous. In:18l3, his health b^an to de* 
cline in a very rapid manner; but although his mental fa- 
culties rdnained unimpaired, his Lordship, remembering the 
admonition of Gil Bias, and the conduct of the Archbishop of 
Toledo, . carefully abstained from all literary compositions 
whatever. At l^gth he expired on the 4th of July, 1 816, in 
the 79th year of his age ; leaving the manuscript of this woik 
behind him for publication, all of which, but eleven lme% 
appears to have been either written or approved of by hunsdt 
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MEMOIRS^ OF TH£ tf GAL, LITERARY^ A^D POLITICAL LlF£ 

OF THB LATO BiHKT Hon. JOHN PHILPOT CURRAN, 
ONCE Master of the Rolls ih Ireland: comprising 
COPIOUS Anecdotes of his Wit and Humour; and a 
Selection oj? his PoisimY. Interspersed with occa- 
sional ]^OailAFHY 0F his DISTINGUISHED CONTEMPO- 
RARIES «N THE Senate and at the Bar. — ^y William 
C'RegajTi £iq., Barrister. 

J. HE aulbor, the place of whose nativity is plainly designated , 
by his name, very justly and fedingly laments, <^ that of, a 
coputry SO renowned for a continued succession of illustrious 
m^, fewer monuments are preserved in Ireland than in any 
other nation. History has scarcely condescended "^dds he'* to 
give them a place. The traits which have outlived its great 
actors are scanty, scattered, and meagre : the patriotism of 
literature, which elevates the character of a people, has devoted 
little of its labours to this depa.rtment» 

" What records have we of those ^ who flourished for the 
last fifty years, the most ,memora.ble period of our , history ? 
Where then, in. what archives are deposited the monuments of 
our illustrious dead? Where, but in Lodge's Peerage, are 
to be found «ny traces of Anthony Malone, of Lord Perry, 
or of our late Demosthenes, Lord Avonmore? Where are 
their. works, their words, and their actions preserved? In 
fugitive pieces of the day, or in the perishable and perish- 
ing journal of a blue-paper report: they are nearly gone. A 
Flood, with all his Pindaric fire; a Burgh, whose tongue was 
persuasion; and the long roll of great names, are nearly now 

no more. 

* Omnes hi ignoti$ periere mortibus.^ 

** Have Mr. Grattan, Mr. Plunket, Mr. Saurin, Mr. Bushe, no 
, concern in their immortality ? Is there one eminent man in 

iO 
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Scodand whose history is not blazdned forth, fix>m alEIume toa 
Bums ? What a rich harvest have they not reaped from the to3 
of that affecting ploughman ! In Scotland they have hoarded 
every thing, whilst our abundant materials are neglected, like 
the fruits which blossom, np^n, alid decay on the bosom of 
that generous soil which produces them in such exuberance 
and profusion." 

. We learn from Mr. O'Regan, that Mr. Curran was of an 
English stock; that one of his prog^tors had cc»ne from 
Cumberland, and was induced to settle in Ireland, under die 
protection of the femily of AUworths, who acquired large 
estates near Newn^rket, on the ML of the J>esmonds. His 
paternal ancestors were called Curwen^ and his mother's name 
wad Philpot ; the latter descended from an aiiciait and stiD 
Tespeetable Irish &mily. 

Lil^e the author of the article in the present vcdume*, Mf* 
(XRegan informs us, that his fiithar was in a very humbk 
station ; and that he himself was entirely indebted to his ovn 
talents for his rise in life. He ranks him very high indeed in 
the scale of genius and of acquirements ; and although we are 
not disposed to dispute his testimony, yet some there are who 
may prove more sparing of their praise. 

The limits of our work will only allow of the foUowii^ 
' short extract: " The humour of H(»race is always agreeable; 
but Mr., Curran has mUch more wit, and, as a satirist, u 
equally pleasant. As severe as Juvenal, he i& at once the 
comic and the tragic satirist; and when he comes to lash fice^ 
his 3entiments are manly and elevated. In cross-examming 
an old clergyman whose evasions of truth were disgraced to 
him, he closed with this question : 

* Doctor, when you * last put your spectacles in the BiU^ 
give me leave to ask you, did you close it on the passage 
which says. Thou shalt not hear false witness against tfy 
neighbour P^ ^^ 

f See A Memoir of the Life of the Right Hon* John Fhilppt CunrtQ' 
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MEMOIRS OF THE Public and Private Life of the Right 
Hon. R. B. Sheridan, TtriTH A: particular Account of 
His Family and Connections. By John Watkins, 
LL.D., 2d Edition, 2 Vok; 

JL HE first volume of this work has already been noticed, (See 
vol. i. p. 567). The present commences with an account of the 
lamented illness of His Majesty ; the impatience of the of^po- 
sition, and the recall of Mr. Fox, their champion, from the 
coiM^inent, wh^re he was employed in reviating Italy, and re* 
calling to kis memory, the early scenes of his youth&l travels. 
. ]^. Sheridan, on this occasion, assumed a very coni^icuous 
part : " he represented Mr. Pitt as acting in a spirit of personal 
enmity to the Prince; and he concluded a desultory speedi 
&11 of point and invective, with asking whether any person 
would advise his Royal Highness to say, — "I accept die 
regency under the limitations you propose^ which I think are 
improper, and which I hope parliament will annul?" The con* 
valescence of the King put an end to all further discussion on 
this delicate business ; but the subject of these memoirs now 
engaged in a singular contest with Mr. RoUe, and nearly 
about the same time, exhibited an extraordinary instance both 
of his learning and memory, by correcting a Greek passage 
quoted by Loini Belgrave. 

Soon after this, we find Mr. Sheridan once more entering 
into certain financial disputes with Mr. Pitt, relative to the 
state of the public revenue, in the course of which, the former 
contended against the possibility of lessening the natjicmal debt^ 
without a considerable increase of the annual income^ or a great 
reduction <£ the annual expenses. He, however, thought 
proper to protest against s^ new measure proposed by the pre-. 
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mier, which had for its object, to subject the manu&cture of 
tobacco to the excise laws. He, at the same time, objected 
to all additional tax on newspapers. So great, indeed, was 
Mr. Sheridan's fame, at the present moment, *as a parlia^ 
mentary orator, that, although not a native of Scotland, he 
was now selected to present numerous petitions for the reform of 
the royal burghs. 

' On the commencement of the. French Revolution,' the mm- 
ber for. Stafford made an unqualified dedaradon, relative' to the 
right of that and every nation to reform its own constitution* 
This produced a dispute with Mr. Burke, and a consequoit 
separation in politics and friendship between these two extra- 
ordinary men. The particulars are here fidly stated. 
\After recounting a variety of public occurrences in which 
Mr. Sheridan was engaged, Dr. Watkins piroceeds to take a 
review of his private affairs at this moment. Drury-Lane was 
now in such a dilapidated condition, that it was necessary to pull 
down 'this old theatre. A new building on a grand and ex- 
tensive scaled was soon after erected, and heavy expenses in- 
curred " by the want of foresight." This event was followed 
by the loss of Mrs. Sheridan, by whom he had two children, a 
son who has died lately, and a daughter, who was cut off ** in 
a state of infancy, while under the fostering care of Mrs. Can- 
ning, the esteemed friend of her departed parent, and the 
mother of the celebrated orator and statesman." 

<^ In her person, Mrs. Sheridan," we are told, " was a model 
of perfect symmetry ; her form light and airy, yet graceful and 
dignified ; with features cast in nature's finest mould, and un- 
commonly expressive, when brightened up in conversation, or 
in singing; though, at other times, there was a languishing 
sweetness spreadover her fine oval countenance, which appeared 
to indicate either persdhal carej or internal decay.*** 

On returning again to politics, we find the member for Staf^ 
ford engagingin fresh disputes with Mr. Pitt relative to the public 
revenues ; opposing the armament against Russia ; reprobating 
the new sjrstem of police for Westminster 5 taking an active part 
in conjunction with the society, called the " the Friends of the 
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PeoplV and supporting a fresh motion for parliiEime&tary 
reforat. 

The prosecution of Mr. Hastings forms a new epoch in the 
life of Mr. Sheridan, and it must be allowed that he distin- 
guished himself greatly by his eloquence on that occasion. His 
.speeches, indeed, exhibit a blaze of unrivalled oratory; and 
they, accordingly, arrested the attention of the public for a 
considerable period. After this, the war with France became 
a fertile subject for the display of his talents ; and his wit, sar- 
casm and ridicule were now all played off with considerable 
effect against his former coadjmors, Mr. Windham and Mr. 
Burke, who not only defended but applauded the contest. 

During the mutiny in the Channel fleet, the author allows 
his conduct to have been noble ; he also made an eloquent and 
patriotic speech on the threatened invasion. He afterwards 
opposed the union with Ireland, and having no longer time 
for original conqjosition, we find, at this period, that he 
altered Kotzebue's play of Pizarro, and dedicated it to his 
second wife, the daughter of Dean Ogle. 

On the appointment of the Addington administration, the 
subject of this memoir made a speech in its support, and he 
soon after obtained the office . of Receiver-General, as a mark 
of personal favour from the Prince of Wales. When Mr. 
Fox succeeded to power, in 1800, he was also made treasurer 
of the navy. 

But his eloquence was ijow obviously on the decline, and by 
the conflagration of the new theatre, his circumstances became 
daily more desperate. His party too, had been forced to retire 
from office ; he himself w^s defeated at Stafford ; his health 
also was precarious, and he seemed to be forsaken by the 
world. 

We shall close this article, with a quotation that excites the 
most melancholy and unpleasant sensations. 

" At the close of his days, he frequently appeared in a state 
bordering on stupefaction, his dress corresponding with the de- 
cay of mental dignity, and his conversation, which had long been 
the delight of the brightest circles, now losing all the power of 
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attrgctiany titrougb the sad infirmity which hb sufibrti to 
encroach over his moral energies, till its ascendency was too 
firmly established to be^ shaken by advice, or die effects of it 
cared by medicine. Such was Richard Brinsley Sheridan, 
.whose memoir will be of service, if it be regard^ as a beacon 
pointing out the extreme danger of resting satisfied in the po^ 
session c^ splendid talents, without applying diem to any effi- 
cient and practical purposes, in the great business of human 
life.^ 

The second volume contains a very spirited likeness of the 
late Mr. Sheridan, engraved after a picture by Hopner. 
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A MEMOIR OF THE Life of the Right Hon. JOHN 
PHILPOT CURRAN, late Master of the Rolub i^ 
Ireland. 

1 HIS biographical sketch of the life of a very singular, elo- 
quent, and extraordinary man, has been drawn up for the 
express purpose of being prefixed to the volume of his speeches. 
It exhibits an original and unpublished specimen of his poetry; 
is evidently written by a gentleman well acquainted with him; 
and contains an illustration of all those circumstances, either 
connected with, or which gave birth to his various orations, 
both in the parliament and courts of justice of Ireland. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL INDEX 

OF DEATHS, 

FOR 1817. 

COMPILED IN PART FROM ORIGINAL PAPERS, AND IN PART 
FROM CONTEMPORARY PUBLICATION^ 



AaCKEN, Baron Ewald Charles, by 
shooting himself witli a pistol in a hackney 
coach, at the gate of Carlton Hou86. He 
was descended fron one of the first families 
in Prussia. Prince Leopold of Saxe-Co- 
bourg, father of our late amiable Princess 
Charlotte's husband, was his godfather. — , 
His brother-in-law, Baron Leopold de 
Lillier, is a resident atWeillic, in Prussia. 
He had been upwards of 20 years in the 
army, ten of which he had been in the 
Prussian service, and the remainder in the 
Hanoverian. Notwithstanding he had dis- 
tinguished himself in every way possible 
in the army, yet his services remained un- 
noticed by his own Government or any of 
the Allies, either as to honours, promo- 
tion, or emolument ; and in consequence 
he became a desperate man. When he 
arrived in -England^ about three months 
since, he was possessed of about 200 Louis 
d*Ors, when he met with a friend whom 
he consulted on the best way of sending 
lOO of them abroad to his mother. His 
friend endesToured to persu^e him from 
such an undertaking, telling him his 
mother was not in need of them^ to which 
the Baron replied, his mother could give 
them away among the poor, and after he 
had spent all his money in this country he 
would. shoot himself j which he verified, 
as he paid his last note to the hackney- 
coachman ; and, it appearing before the 

▼OL. II. 



Jury diat he died without having any 
effects, except his clothes, swords, and 
pistols, (one of the swords had a pistt^ at« 
tached to it, which he had taken from the- 
Aid-de-Camp of Marshal Ney,) the Che- 
valier Rttspini, the foreman ox the Jury 
suminoned to enquire into the cause of 
his death, and which returned a verdict of 
Insanity, very humanely undertook to re- 
spect the remains of an unfortunate, fo-^ 
relgner, and has paid the expences of his. 
funeral. 

It appears from his papers that he was 
the original instrument, previously to the 
arrival of the Duke of Wellington in the 
field from Brussels, in gaining the victory 
in the memorable battle of- Waterloo, k^ 
regaining the position of the Allied Army, 
which they had lost by the French having 
succeeded in attacking and breaking a 
square. A certificate to that effect has 
been found since his untimely end, firom 
JMajor-General Von Bothemer, who took 
die command of the battalion of Bremen 
and Verdun, after Lieut.- Colonel Von 
Schkopp was wounded in the memorable 
battle of the 18th of June, i8l^,testiWng 
diat after the battalion of Verdun, which 
was formed in squares, had been coippelled 
to retire to Waterloo by the fire of ! the 
enemy. Baron Von Aacken highly disr 
tinguished himself, and having assembled 
a small body of men, succeeded in regain-: 
ing the position which the square orieinally 
possessed, ^nd that in consequence tW re* 
mtiDder.of the brigade whiob had already 
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retreated u ht atWalerloOy letarned at 
Bine o'clock ia the evenings aud joined 
Baron Von Aacken's party for the night, 
in their original position; dated Orcmety 
14th Apiil, 1817* All the exertions of 
the other Officers to restore order had 
been in vain* There is a certificate to the 
same effect by General Sir Colin Halkett, 
endorsed as unsolicited by Baron Von 
Aau^en. There are five certifioaces speak- 
ing of him in the highest terms of pruse 
as an officer and a gentleman, and conn- 
tersigned by command of his Excellency 
General Count Alten, conunanding his 
Hanoverian Majesty's troops in France, 
Sic. the 13th of April, I817. 

APUN, Peter Esq. Admiral of the 
White, at Charlton Kings, county of 
Gloucester, June, 18 17, in the 64th year 
of his age. He commenced his. naval 
career at a very early age, and served dur- 
ing the American war as a roidsliipman on 
board the Boebuck, of 44 guns, com- 
manded by Sir A. Hammond, Ban. on 
thjitsution. He received ^s first pro- 
motion from the death of the First Lieu- 
tenant of that ship whilst forcing a pas- 
sage past the batteries of Washington and 
Fert Liec. His subsequent conduct soon 
attracted the notice of Lord Howe, the 
Oi>mmander<'in-Cbief, who rapidly ad- 
vanced him to the tank of PostrCaptain, 
and appointed him to the Fowey, of 34 
guns, which ship he was obliged eventn- 
attj to destroy at York Town, then be- 
iii^ped and blockaded by the French and 
Americans. His conduct in the batteries, 
wfaera with his crew, he was apppointed to 
oomnand, drew forth a warm eulogium 
60m Lord Comwallis, which induced the 
Admiralty to confirm him in hit rank. He 
next eommanded the Hector, of 74 guns, 
tannine one of the fleet employed in the 
blockam of Cadiz under Earl St. Vincent* 
During the time the fleet was rating at 
Lisbon, advice was received oi the Spanish 
ieet having escaped out of port, which 
occasioned an order for every ship to get 
readv immediately for sea. The Hector 
at thia-conjuncture was the first shl^) man- 
ned, and dropped down below Balein that 
sight; for which example and exertion 
Captain Aplin received a letter of thanks 
(throu^ the medium of the then Captain 
of Uie Fleet, Sir R. Calder), from Lord St. 
Vincent. The latter years of his life were 
passed in the domestic circle of his femily 
aiidfi^ends. 

ARTHUR, Captain Thomas, of tlie 
enginaer corps, Madras estabfishment, 
lately at Travancore, Indi^ in the 38th 
Mrofhisaee. He was son of the Rev. 
Wtt. Arthur, Risolis, Ross-shire. Captain 
Arthur be|^ his military career under 



General Harris, in the memooble cam- 
paign of 1799, and was one of the party 
which that year stormed Seringapatam. 
After the consequent conquest of Mysore, 
he was one ai those selected to niake a 
survey of the conquered cowRry, which 
occupied him several years. While en- 
gaged in this undertaking, he waa one day 
on a high hill nearly surprised by a royal 
tiger; but the animal beiuc, for the time, 
scared away, Captain Arthur aoon aftsr 
went in pursuit of the monster, whom he 
found and killed in the most cool and dar- 
ing manner, without any assiatance — a 
sepoy and native who accompanied hin^ 
having fted, on seeing the animal advance 
open-mouthed, and with htdeoaa roaring. 
In the course of his survey, he discovered 
a copper-mine, from which great expect- 
ations have been entertained. Captain 
Arthur remained in India after the year 
1799 till his death; bore his share in the 
different wars which have since taken 
place there} and his name appeared more 
than once in the general orders issued by 
the Govenior-Gcineral, thaunking the amy 
for their gallant exertions* 



B. 



BLACKFORD, .Mrs. at Dublin, I4th 
November, I8I7. She was grand-dsioghter 
of the Earl of Darnley^ 

BORINGDON, Lord, lately at Sc 
Maude, near Paris, aged eleven yean, 
eldest son of the Earl of Morlev. A stalk of 
Tve, which he had inadvertent^ swallowed 
the latter end of July, was the cauae ef 
his sufferings. It was found, after Ini 
death, three inches in l«tagth, in its ori- 
ginal state, lodged in the intestines. 

BRUC£,Mr.W.aged7d»of Old Round- 
court, in the Strand, one of the oldest book- 
sellers in London. He was originally, itis 
believed, a mathematical instrument maker; 
but left Scotland about forty years since, 
and followed^ London the professipo of a 
bookseller. He was celebrated for his 
knowledge of the Hebrew language, and 
his attachment tm the authors of the 
Hutchinsonian school. He posaessed strong 
natural powers of mind, and was singu- 
larly decided in his opinions -—a Calvlnist 
of the higher order, arid mingled with aQ 
the nhilusophical notions of Mr. Joha 
Hutchinson. He had read very consider- 
ably, especially in theology, and was more 
particularly attached to the writers beky*^ 
ing to the Church of England, to wln^ 
church he closely adhered. When the 
writer first knew him, abont 33 yenrs age^ 
he kept a shop in New Inn Patiage, 
Clement's Inn« At this tima he tm. 1 ' 
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by many clergymen and Hebrew scholars. 
Who used to resort there occasionally, to 
listen- to his conversation, which chiefly 
consisted of books and authors, of divines 
and dieology. A respectable bookseller, 
now alive, and somewhat of a similar taste, 
used occasionally to make one of the num- 
ber, and who, the writer believes, has like- 
wise made some proficiency in Hebrew 
learning. Fon^ of his pipe, you would 
often find him in his shop amidst clouds 
of smoke, and disputing upon theological 
subjects. He was warm and dogmatical, 
jet sometimes interesting and intelligent. 
Not formed for much business, he was slow, 
with a considerable share of literary indo- 
lence and indifference ; so that, in ad- 
vancing lifis, he became extremely poor ; 
but in his appearance always clean, decent, 
and respectable. He, however, met with 
many firiends, and towards the latter part of^ 
his life received the attention of one or two 
eminent Prelates in the Church, whose 
names stand as much distinguished for their 
virtues, as their learning and talents are 
eminently and decidedly cunspicuous. To 
patronize men of talents and learning, is 
honourable to the feelings of those whp 
fill exalted stations; and to assist the 
fViends of Chrbtianity in distress, is no less 
praise-worthy in a Christian Bishop. He 
moved from N«w Inn-passage toHolywell- 
Street ; firom thence to Cliancery-Lane, in 
which place he met with great difficulties, 
through the purchase of a large stock at 
very' exorbitant prices. From this place 
he finally removed to Round-Coun, where 
he resided during the last twelve years. 
He married a second wife, much younger 
than himself, by whom he had a young 
family in his old age, and two of his chil- 
dren now survive. He is a striking proof, 
that a man of knowledge and of real attain- 
ments, is not ^o likely to succeed in his 
profession as the mere tradesman, ac- 
quainted only with the arcs of business, 
and who can push his way through life, 
fearless and indifferent to every object but 
that of profit. Gent, Mag, 



CAMERON Hugh, at Lawers, in Bread* 
albane, commonly called Cobhau na PiUie^ 
mllUwright and miller there, at the extraor- 
dtnsi^ age of one hundred and twelve years. 
This singular diaracter was bred a mill- 
wright, along with the venerable and in^ 
genious Deacon Reid, wright at Comrie. 
After acquiring a knowledge of his busi- 
neta, he settled at Shian of I^awers, where 
ke built the first lint-mill that ever was 
erected in the Hif^hlandf of Scotland. 



Before his time, only the dtfltaflTand sinmU* 
were used for spinning litkt and wool in 
that part of the country; and he was not 
only the first who constructed spinning* 
wheels and jack-reels in Breadalbane, but 
likewise th^ first who taught the people 
there, how to use them. The numbef 
of lint mills afterwards erected by him 
throughout the Highlands, cannot b« 
reckoned at less than a hundred, in short 
almost all the lint-mills in the Highlands 
of Perthshire, and many in the counties 
of Inverness, Caithness, and Sunderland^ 
were of his erecting ; he also constructed 
the first barley-mill that was built upon 
the north-side of the Forth, for which -he 
was highly complimented by Masa Giasa- 
riah, the bard, in a very popular song, 
called " Molodh di Cobham Camushran 
Mulleir lin." Though he could only b« 
caller* a country wright, he was a man of 
uncommon genius, particularly in every 
sort of machinery and engineering; and, 
as a proof of this, there is to be seen of 
his construction, at Shian of Lawers, one 
water-wheel driving alint-mill, a barley- 
mill, and a spinning and carding-mill, at 
one and the same time, and the whole of 
that machinery under one roof. 

This prodigy of genius was a stout^ 
healthy man, who took his glass freely, but 
never watf known to exceed the bounds of 
decorum, or neglect his business: he was 
a man of very great Integrity, and of a very 
shrewd and independent mind, yet always 
cheerful and remarkably witty; and, to the 
last, his hotise was the resort of all the 
young people In the place, whom he used 
to amuse with his witty repartees and funny 
stories. He was always celebrated for re-' 
citing Ossian's Poems, of which he had a 
great store, which he said he had' learned 
before he was a dozen years of age. He 
was rather singular in his dress, which he 
would change for no man , he never had a 
glove on his hand, nor a hat on his head, 
but always wore a large round bonnet, 
made of grey mixed wool, just as it came 
off the sheep, with an uncomirionly large 
wig, of his own makings of black horse- 
hair. It is rather to be regretted, that not- 
witlistanding his wonderful merit,* and the 

freat advantages which the Highlands of 
erthshire, Breadalbane in particular, de^ 
rived firom the firuit of his extraordinary 
genius, and though he had no family, he 
died in great poverty and indigence. 

Scots. Magaiane, Jhr July 1 8 1 7 . 
CAM£RON, Seijeant Alexander, at 
Belfast, October 17, Pipe-Mcjor of the 
92d, or Cameronian Highlanders. He 
served in tlie Peninsula during the whole 
of the late war, and by his zeal attracted 
the notice of several officer^ of high ranks 
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Lieutariant-General Sir William Erakine, 
m & letter to a friend, after 'the affair of 
Rio del Molinas, says, << The first intir 
Hiatton the enemy had of our approach^ 
was the piper of the 912d, playing ' Hey, 
Jonny Cope, are ye waulun' yet." To 
this wvourite air from Cameron's pipe, the 
arreets of Brussels re-echoed on the night 
of the* 1 5th of June, when the regiment 
assembled to march out to the field of 
Waterloo. Once, and once orily, was this 
brave soldier missed in his accustomed place 
in the front of the battle : and the occa- 
sion strongly marks the powerful influence 
which the love of fame had uponhis mind. 
In a London newspaper, a very flatter^ 
ft«g eulogium had appeared on the conduct 
of a piper of another regiment. Our gal- 
lant musician, conscious that no one could 
surpass him in zeal or intrepidity, felt 
hurt that he should not also have guined 
this flattering distinction ; and declared 
that, if his name did not appear in the 
newspapers, he would no more play in the 
battle-field ! Accordingly, in the next; 
affair with the enemy, Cameron's pipe was 
mute! Some insinuations against the 
piper, reacherl his ear. The bare idea of 
his motives being misunderstdbd, was tor- 
tujre to poor Cameron, and overcame at 
once the sullen resolution he had formed 
of remaining silent in the rear. He rushed 
forward, and not content with gaining his 
place at the head of the regiment, ad- 
vanced with a parly of skirmishers, and 
placing himself on a height in full view of 
the enemy, continued to animate the party 
by playing favourite national airs. 

For the last two years, his health sen- 
sibly declined. He i^ afflicted with an 
asthma, which the blowing of the bagpipe 
tended to aggravate. Notwithstanding, 
he could not be induced to resign his 
favourite employment, but continued to. 
play till very lately, *« The Gathering," 
for the daily assembling of the regiment. 
His remains were attended to the grave by 
several officers, all the non-dommissioned 
officers, and the grenadier company, to 
which the deceased belonged. 

CAMPELL, Captain Thomas, lately at 
Kakundy, on the Rio Nunez, in 'Upper 
Guinea^ on his return from the !n« 
terior of Africa ; of the royal staff corps, 
then commanding the expedition intended 
to explore the course of the Niger. This 
valuable officer, from whose talents, zeal, 
and eminent acquirements, much was to 
have been expected, fell a sacrifice to the 
seventy of a tropical climate, and to the 
fatigue, anxiety, and privation to tvhich the 
whole of his party had for some time been 
exposed* The expedition was intended, in 
some degree, to trace the route of the 



lamented Park, proceeding bj t)ie shortsil 
course from the coast, across the mouo' 
tains uf Kong, and keeping southward of 
the Moorish population to the upper part 
of the Joliba, or Niger, and thence de- 
scending that river to form a junction with 
the maritime expedition which had pre- 
viotisly entered the Congo. Tlie com- 
mand had originally been entrusted to 
Major Peddie, an officer of enterprise, hut 
who, unfortiinately fell ill, and died on the 
1st of January 1 8 17> ere the party left the 
river Nunez •— and about the same time 
the expedition lost a valunble officer in 
Lieutenant Macrae, who had joined only 
a few days. Captain Campbell afierwards 
proceeded by land about one hundred and 
fifty miles farther into the interior, to the 
river Panyetta, and near the moumaim. 
The King of Teembo, in whose territories 
they were, was then at war with the Tendoo 
country, and declined granting permission 
for them to proceed farther, at least until 
the end of the campaign. In the mean lime, 
the rainy season set in, and Captain Camp- 
bell having lost many of his companioDf,. 
and the greater part of his beasts of bur- 
den, found it equally impossible to remain 
or to proceed. He resolved, therefore, to 
retrace his steps to the coast, and. after 
undergoing great privations, arrived at 
Kakundy on the 8th of June, and collected 
vessels for transporting his men to Sierra 
Leone, until the expedition should be re- 
fitted, and a more favoumble opportunity 
should permit its prosecution. H^ was 
not, however, destined to fixlfil this Inten- 
tion, having expired soon after from ex- 
treme debility. Captain Campbell, was a 
native of Caithness ; and inferior to none, in 
the knowledge of African Geography. 

CARROL, James, at Bulogurteen (Kil- 
kenny) aged 106, A few years ago am. 
elder brother of his died, aged 117, who 
was attended to the grave by 80 children 
and grand- children, the least of whose agei 
was above 50 years, and a son of his. now 
alive, who is near 100 years old, and 
enjoys good health, and the perfect pot- 
session of his faculties. 

CHAVASSE, William, Esq. *d officer 
in the Compafiy*s service, on his journey 
to the East Indies, aged 29. He came to 
England to impart to the Board of Admi-^ 
ralty an invention of the longitude, and re- 
turned in the spring for India, joined by 
Captain Macdonald, the bearer of -public 
dispatches, at Constantinople. Tlicy re- 
solved, instead of performing their journey 
to India by the accustomed route,, to ex- 
plore, from their over sanguine ardour, the 
tract described by XenophK)n on his return. 
By this they experienced many hardships 
on their way, were imprisoned in a duogeon 
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by a Kurdish chief, at a place called In- 
, gira, not far from Bagdadj but raiuomed 
themselves by paying 800 piastres. The 
unfortunate Chavasse was seized with a 
brain fever on their liberation. His 
ft'iehd and fellow-lriaveller put him on a 
raft on the river Tigris, to reach Bagdad 
the sooner, for medical assistance ; but he 
died on the raft, almost in sight of that 
city, and was buried by him in a retired 
spot on the banks of the river Tigris. 

CLIFFE, Mre., lately at Thelton-hall, 
Norfolk, in her 83d year. Mrs. CUffe 
was relict of the late Robert Cliffe, Esq. 
of Brent Broughton-hall, in the county of 
Lincoln, a descendant of Sir Richard Cliffe. 
Her whole life was dedicated to piety, and 
the observance of every religious and mo- 
ral duty. Possessing a large income, she 
was herself satisfied with liltle, and de« 
voted the remainder to the aifectionate 
feelings of a parent, and the virtuous cha- 
rity o£ a Christian. She has left three 
daughters, Mrs. Dareil, Mrs. Haver, and 
Mrs. Manby. Tliis lady was the undoubt- 
ed heiress to an ancient barony, but the 
prohibition of legal registry of birth for 
Roman Catholics, deprived her of the do- 
cuments of proof. 

CUMMINS, Mr., suddenly at Leeds. 
While the tragedy of Jane Shore was per- 
forming at the Leeds theatre, the part of 
Dumant by Mr. Cummins, that highly 
respected veteran had just repeated the be* 
nedictory words, 

** Be witness for me ye celestiaKhosts, 
Such mercy and such pardon as my soul 
Accor^ls to thee, and begs of heav'n to 

show thee ; 
May such befal me at my latest hour — ** 

When he fell down on the stage, and in- 
stantly expired. The performance, of 
course, immediately closed. For some 
time, Mr. Cummins (the circumstances of 
whose death so nearly resemble those of 
. Mr.Palraer) had laboured under that alarm- 
ing malady designated by the najpne of ossi- 
fication of the heart, or a change from the 
membranous into a boney substance ; and 
to this circumstance, added to the strength 
of his feelings [n the mimic scene, his 
death is to be attributed. 



D. 

- D'EDLING, Count Philip, formerly 
Grand Master of the Household of tlie 
Archduchess Leopoldine, now Princess 
Royal of Brazil. H e had set out from Vi • 
enna to Schoeubrunn, where he had been 
invited to dine with the Hereditary Prince 



of Austria ; and having chosen, as was his 
custom, to drive his calash himself, when 
he came to that place where the road to 
Schoenbrurm branches off from the great 
road to Buckersdorf, the reins fell from 
his hands, whether from his being affected 
with faintness, or a fit of apoplexy, is not 
known. The horses being left without 
controul, became fiirious, and, precipitating 
themselves towards the side, struck one of 
the postji of the road with the pole of the 
carriage ao violently that the Count was 
thrown out on the ground, where he was 
found lying senseless, and most severely 
wounded. He was immediately conveyed 
to the nearest h6use, and attended by the 
surgeon and curate of the neighbouring 
village, but in less than a quarter of an 
hour he expired. 

DE LUC, S. A., F.R.S. This vene- 
rable philosopher was born in Switzerland, 
in the year 1726. Hia whole life has 
been incessantly devoted to the acquisition 
and advaticement of knowledge. His 
favourite pursuit, and that which has 
principally raised him to the high reputa- 
tion which has attached to his name, was 
the investigation of the arrangement and 
composition of the globe; a science 
which is greatly indebted to his labours 
for its present triumph over its former 
obscurity. Mr. De Luc was hot a mere 
theorist in the establishment of geological 
principles. He visited most of the coun- 
tries of Europe in the course of his long 
and industrious life ; and his researches 
have been assisted by the mutual exer- 
tions of the most learned and scientific 
men of his time. ' Xhc principal object of 
Mr. De Luc was to corroborate the evi- 
dence of the Holy Scriptures by plain and 
demonstrable facts : in this he was emi- 
nently successful. He has left another 
memorial of his learning and piety in a 
convincing and affectionate address to the 

*Jews on the mission of Christ. Mr.T)e 
Luc has published a Treatise on Geology, 
as well as six volumes of Geological Tra- 
vels. His carrespondence with most of 
tJie )earned societies af Europe was as va- 
luable as it was extensive. 

For several years past, Mr. De Luc 
was confined to his room by the infirmi- 
ties of age ; but his scientific ardour was 
unabated, and he was, within a short 
peiiod of his death, diligently employed 
jn tlie composition or arrangement of ob- 
servations on his principal pursuit. Mr. 
De Luc was most amiable jn his private 

. character, and ever anxious to encourage 

and assist the young querist in science by 

his friendship and advice. 

DESSAU, Leopold Frederick Frwicis, 

Duke of J in his 77 th year. He was born 

G G 3 . 

o 



454 



BIOGRAPHICAL INDEX TOR 1817. 



August 10, 1740, and succeeded his &ther 
Leopold Maximilian, on the 16th Dec. 
1756. In 1 80^, was celebrated the fifueth 
anniversary of his reigo, on which occa- 
sion he received the sincerest prooft of the 
respect and love of his subjects, to whom 
his excellent government was in all re- 
spects a, blessing. To him Dessau owes its 
improvements ; its Woerlitz, its Luisiumy 
its fine roads, and the appearance of a 
beautiful garden; but his particular at- 
tention was directed to the system of edu- 
cation and schools. He employed Base- 
dow and Tellid to realise his idea of the 
physical and moral education of man. 

DILLON, the Countess, at Paris. 
This Isdy was the relict of the Hon. Ge- 
neral Arthtu-'DUlon, (brother of the late 
Viscount Dillon,) and cousin-german to 
Josephine, the first wife <^ Buonaparte. 
.This lady was first married to the Count 
De la Tonche, by whom she had one sob, 
aud a daughter married to the Duke of 
Fltzjames. By tiie late Hon. Arthur 
DiUoR, she has left one daughter, married 
to General Bertrand. ■ The absence ef 
this daughter from Europe overwhelmed 
her mother with affliction, such aa her 
health could not withstand. Few persons 
had suffered greater domestic afflictions 
Chan this lady : her husband, Gen. Dillon, 
to whom she was tenderly attached, pe- 
rished in 1793 upon the scaffold, among 
the crowd of victims immolated to the 
demon of Revolutionary France ; her fa- 
vourite daughter, the late Duchess of 
fit^amesy fell an early victim to con- 
sumption ; and she lived to witness the 
perpetual exile of her sole remaining 
daughter, under circumstances which pre- 
clude even the consolatioti of complaint. 



E. 

ESTLIN, Dr., of Bristol. (By Mrs. 
Barbauld.) John Prior Estlin was bom at 
Hinckley, in Leicestershire, April 9th, 
1747. * He received his school-education 
under the auspices of his maternal uode, 
the Rev. John Prior, vicar of Ashby-de^ 
la-Zouch, and his earliest views in life 
seemed to be directed to theChuvch of 
England, towards which, and its religious 
Services, notwithstanding the wide dif- 
ference with regard to doctrinal points in 
the sentimenu he afterwards entertained, 
he always felt a certain degree of respect 
and affection. From school, where he im- 
hibed'a taste for classical literature, he was 
however sent by his father to the Dissent- 
ing Academy of Warrington, where he 
was entered in the year 1764 ; and the 
course of studies he there went through 



determined lus choice towards a diffiermt 
persuasion. The divinity chair at this 
seminary was filled at tnat tiine by the 
Rev. Dr. Aikia, for whose chancter he 
ever entertained the highest respect and 
affection, and whose sentiments in aaftals 
and religion he for the most part adopted. 
Having finished his academical course, with 
credit to himself and saiisfiiction to his 
t^utors, \ie was invited to the congregation 
of Lewins Mead, Bristol, as colleague to 
the Rev. Thomas Wright, in the room of 
the Rev. William Richards, and he en« 
tered on his ministerial services in Janu- 
ary, 177 !• With this congre^tion, (a 
numerous, re8pectable> and affectionate 
one,) he continued till those who had m 
as children under h'ls early ministry had 
themselves become heads of families, or 
perhaps had left those fiimilies to fillip 
• their places in the religious assemblies ; aid 
Dr. £8tlin, often spoke with much feellog 
of the numerous friends he had fiallowed to 
the grave during his ministration ; alw^ 
adding, witK eneigy, that he should ever 
bless God for the circumstance that he had 
not known an instance of a person who 
rc^larly attended the worsliip of God ia 
that place, who had not hope in his deaths 
' and of whom he had not th« brlghtot 
hopes. In his funeral sermon on the des& 
of nis co^pastor, in the year 1797, he says, 
'< Two hundred times have I already been 
called to the discharge of a similar meUn- 
choly duty." Soon after his settling at 
Bristol, IJr. Estlin opened a schcwl, which 
became a very flourishing one, and rnaay 
of his pupils did credit to themselves and 
to their tutor, by the proficiency in claasical 
learning which they exhibited wlien en- 
tered in , the universities ; to which manj 
of them were removed. Dr. Estlin treated 
his pupils with great liberality ; and thdr 
sense of the happy hours they had spent 
under his tuition was expressed by an an- 
niul meeting which was held on his birth- 
day of the gentlemen who liad been under 
his care, at which the doctor was always a 
delighted and deliehting guest. At one 
of these meetings the}' presented him with 
the degree of Doctor of Laws, which they 
had procured for him without his know- 
ledge, from the University of Glasgow. It 
was usual with Dr. Estlin, on these occa- 
sions, to address his former pupils in a diort 
speech, and that which he delivered on his 
last birth-day, when he had completed his 
seventieth year, which conveyed an Inti- 
mation that this might probably be the 
last meeting, was peculiarly imfM^asive. 
His school and congregation did not, how- 
ever, so engage the active mind of Dr. 
Estlin as to prevent his giving to the world 
seveial publications, all of then rdattte to 
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tjioic toptct of religion and morals which 
were the £kvourite subjects of his investi- 
gation. A list of these is subjoined ; they 
t^tifythat he approved himself the watch- 
ful and affectionate defender of the truths 
he^fessed to teach, and that the powers 
of his mind were engaged whh sincerity 
and fervour in the duties of his profession. 
His style was elegant, clear, and flowing, 
rather turned to pathos than to dry aigu- 
mentation ; his delivery in the pulpit was 
animated, solemn, aad affectionate. He 
was fond of preaching, and never spared 
himself when any occasion called him forth. 
Pr. Estlin's religious opinions were what 
are called Unitarian, though, with his usual 
candour, he thought it wrong to restrict 
that term to those who hold theaimple hu- 
manity of Christ. He always invited dis- 
cussion ; and, though in the confidence of a 
tangume disposition, (perhaps the best dis- 
position fo^ happiness,) he made no doubt 
of the prevalence of the opinions he held, 
and that, in a short time, over the whole 
Christian world, and the consequent over- 
throw of all error, he always showed the 
utmost candour to those of a different pet- 
suasion ; the fervor of his religious feelings 
never led him to bigotry, nor his liberality 
to scepticism. He approved of forms of 
prayer, and published in 1814 a volume 
of such forms, great part of which is taken 
from the Liturgy of the Church of England, 
for the mode of whose services, though not 
for its doctrines, he seems to have retained 
his early predilections. Dr. £stlin also 
embraced with great ardour a doctrine so 
congenial to hu temper as the consoling 
one of Coiversal Restitution, or the final 
salvation of all mankind ; led to it, as well 
by the benevolent tendencies of bis own 
mind, as by the earnest and reiterated ar- 
guments of a dear and belo\'ed friend, who 
bore that all-consoling doctrine the nearest 
to his heart. 

Hie characteristics of Dr. Estlin's mind 
vere an amiable frankness and simplicity 
of heart ; with a kind and sociable disposi- 
tion, which made him, even when years 
pressed upon him, always acceptable, in 
the society of the young and active. With 
openness of heart, he never refused his 
purse to any claim of distress, or useful 
project to which subscriptions were So- 
licited i and the money he thus disbursed, 
f put together, would be found to amount 
to DO inconsiderable portion of his income. 
In the doicestic circle, his kindness, his 
candour, his hospitality, his cheerful piety, 
the writer of this memoir has often expe- 
rienced. In truth, in his behaidour to his 
family, principle was not called into ac- 
tion : temper was sufficient. Though fond 
of his chikren *he wu not apt t« indulge 
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that anxiety which saddens the domestic 
circle, and perhaps often defeats its own 
purposes. He lived to see his children 
grown up, and some of them settled ui re- 
specuble professions. For fome years 
past, Dr.Estlin had experienced a deci^ 
of sight, and he had often said, that af^er 
threescore and ten, a preacher ooeht to be 
emeritus. He therefore resigned hu situat 
tion in Lewins Mead, where he preached 
his farewell sermon, the 22d of June, 
1817* Hiis respectable society showed 
their regard for the services of their roi- • 
nister by very subsuntial expressions olT 
their esteem and affection, having pre- 
sented him with a handsome sum of money 
upon his retiring from hb ministerial du- 
ties. Dr.Estlin, being thus exonerated 
from all professional duty, having also 
given up his school, went for the summer 
to Southerndown, in Glamorganshire, a re- 
tired plate by the sea-side, where he had 
usually spent his vacations, and where he 
had amused himself by building a cottage. 
His health seemed to be declining, yet 
there appeared nothing inunediately alarm- 
ing. On Sunday, the 10th of August, he 
performed the morning and afternoon ser- 
vices to his &mUy, and a few neighboun 
assembled in his house ; the subject of hk 
sermon was the Resurrection. He ap^ 
p^red that d^ better than usual ; but, re- 
tiring soon aner to his chamber, he was 
seized with a violent effusion d blood from 
his hings. The affectionate partner of his 
life ran to him, he grew faint, leaned hia 
head upon her bosom, and, without a sigh, 
ci^ired. Dr. Estlin's remains were con- 
veyed, attended by his sorrowing &mily, 
to Bristol, and interred in the burying- 
ground bdonging to Lewins Mead Chapel, 
on the 33d. They were attended to the 
grave by more than 130 gentlemen on foot, 
the carriages of many of them following^ 
The burial service was performed by tne 
Rev« Dr. Carpenter, his successor in the 
paftoral office, and, on the next Sunday, 
an affecting and consolatorv sermon was 
preached by his old friend, the Rev. James 
Manning, of Exeter. The chapel was 
hung with black, and the whole congrega- 
tion put on mourning. 

Dr. Estlin was twice married, first to 
Miu Coates, of Bristol, by whom he had 
one son, who died before him, but who 
has htt a family ; his second. Miss Bohop, 
of Bristol, with six children> survives to 
cherish and to do honour to his memoiy* 
The writer of this memoir could have en- 
larged upon feelings the result of private 
friendship, but has preferred toisilning on 
no topics which are not equally interesting 
to all ivho knew the subject of it* 

A.L.B4KBAUUP. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



456 



BIOGRAPHICAL INDEX FOR 1817. 



Br.'SlstliQ pubKshed : 

Evidences of Rerealed Religion, and 
ptrticuUrly Christianity ; suted with refe- 
rence to aWmphlet called the Age ofRea- 
wn.— The Nature and Causes of Atheisip ; 
to which are added, Remarks on a Work 
called '< Origine de Urns les Cultes, ou i2e- 
Ugion universeJle; par Dupuis.** — An 
Apology for the Sabbath. — The Union of 
Wisdom and Integrity recommended, in a 
Discourse delivered before the Unitarian 
Society in the West of England. — A vo- 
lume of Sermons, designed chiefly as a 
Preservative from Infidelity and religious 
iTidifference.— Discourses on Universal 
Restitution.^ — The General Prayer-Boc4c ; 
containing Forms of Prayer on Principles 
common to all Christians; for religious 
' Societies, for Families, and for Individuals. 
Chiefly selected from the Scriptures, the 
Book of Common -Prayer, and the Writ- 
ings of various Authors. — General Instruc- 
tions in the Doctrines and Duties of Reli- 
gion ; altered from *< Practicallnstructlons;" 
third edition.—- The Causes of the Ineffi- 
cacy of Public Instruction considered ; in 
a Sermon preached at the Ordination of 
the Rev. David Jardine, Bath. — A Unita- 
rian Christian's Statement and Defence of 
hia Principles ; with Reference particularly 
to Qmrges of the Right Reverend the 
Lord Bishop of St. David's. A Discourse 
delivered at Langyndeirn, near Caermar- 
th«n, July 6ih, 1815; with notes, — A 
Sermon on Persecution. 

Dr. Estlin had also prepared for publi- 
cation, a set of Lectures on Moral Philo- 
sophy, which he had been accustomed to 
deliver to his pupils and family on the Sun- 
day evening ; and to which many of them 
may probably trace impressions the most 
favourable to the formation of a virtuous 
character. These will speedily be given 
10 the world, although they have not re- 
ceived his last corrections. 

EVELYN, Lady, on November the 
12th, in Piccadilly, 6f a lingering com- 
plaint, which had long resisted aU medi- 
cal skin, but was borne with Christian for- 
-titude and resignation, in the 7 2d year of - 
her age. She was widow of Sir Frede- 
rick Evelyn, of Wotton, in the county of 
Surry, Bart, daughter and only issue of 
William Turton, of Staffordshire, Esq. 
As the relict of a descendant of the pious 
and learned John Evelyn, she took pride 
in preserving the memorials of that an- 
oient and honourable family, of which she 
coBsidered herself the representative ; 
whilst ^^i' taste for botany gave additional 
•barms to the residence and gardens of 
her venerable predecessor. Like him, too, 
she lived not for herself: those' who were 
favoured with her friendship will cheer- 



fully bear testimony to the urbanity of her 
manners and general kindnesa; mud the 
numerous poor who have so frequently ex- 
perienced her bounty in the neighbourhood 
of Wotton, have great cause to deplore 
the loss of their kind benefiictress. 



FARQUHARSON, Rev. John, in the 
Scotch CoUege,Paris, deservedly laroente<I. 
He was long jtrincipal or head of the 
Scotch College at Dbuay, in Fkndcrs, 
which he was forced to abandon at the 
period of the Revolution, and went to 
Glasgow, where he remained naaoy years, 
officiating as a Catholic clergyman, and wu 
much esteemed for his modesty and humi- 
lity, and as aa honest raan. 

FRASER, John, August 9, at Knock- 
bain, parish of Kirkhill, N.B. aged 163 
years. He fought under the banners of 
the Chief of the clan at Cutloden, and on 
many other occasions ; has always been t 
care&l sober man. He could, till whinn 
the last two years, dance a Highland reel 
with as much spirit as a man of 80 years 
of age; had ai very extensive meniory ; and 
would rehearse many anecdotes r^arding 
his Chief's exploits. 



GOUFFIER, Count de Choiteul, w« 
bom in 1>52. At the age of 32, he paid 
bii first visit to Greece, and in 1783, he 
produced his celebrated work, eotided 
" Voy^e en Grece." This magnificeirt 
undertaking obtained admission for him 
into all the academies ; and two jeara after 
he was nominated Ambassador to Coo- 
atantinople. 

That mission enabled him to make new 
researches in Greece, lonia^ ^67P<s *°^ 
Syria. 

At theRevolution,he transmitted 34,000 
francs in the name of the French residing 
in Turkey, to the National Assembly ; Irat 
having afterwards engaged in a corre- 
spondence, with the exiled Princes, be 
was obliged to seek refuge in Russia, where 
he obtained both protection and a pension 
from the Empress Catherine. Hia son, 
while there, became the husband of the 
rich Countess Potocka. 

In 1802, M. de Choiseul was*pennitted 
to rieturn to Paris ; in 1803 he became a 
Menuber of the Institute; and enriched 
France with a variety of Greek monuments, 
wliich are not, however, so namtrons as 
those of the Elgin coll^lon. 

On the return of Louis XVIII* the 
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Count was created t Peer of France ; and 
^oon after nominated a member of the 
French Academy and the Academy of 
Fmc Arts. He vrta twice married, first to 
Mademoiselle GouflSer, and secondly to 
Madame de Beaufremont, of the family of 
Lavangnyon. M. de Choiseul, who was a 
man of elegant and polished manners, as 
well as of a highly cultivated mind, died 
in 1 8 1 7. — Le Moniteur, 

GRAHAM, John, Esq. on November 
1, 1917, at bis house in James's-square, 
Edinburgh, after a severe and lingering 
illness, aged 63. He was historical painter, 
and for many years Master of the Trustees' 
Academy in that city. Mr. Graham was 
originally apprentice to Mr. Farquhar, an 
eminent coach-painter in Edinburgh at' 
that time, from whence he went to Lon- 
don, and was employed in his occupation 
of coach-painter for many years. In the 
meantime, being admitted a student of the 
Royal Academy, the fine collection of casts 
from the antique, and the society of many 
young men who have since risen to emin- 
ence in the highest departments of the art, 
extended liis views, and inspired his mind 
with the desire of prosecuting the more 
elevated walk of historical painting, which 
he Subsequently followed with great suc- 
cess. About the year 1798, he was ap- 
pointed Master of the Trustees* Acadefmy, 
vacant by the death of Mr. David Allan, 
which situation he lias filled ever since, 
with great credit to himself and advantage 
to his |mpils, and the arts of this country 
in general. This academy, which was 
erigmally founded to promote the me- 
chanical arts and manufactures of the conn- 
try, for the instruction in drawing of car- 
vers, painters, weavers, &c. became, on 
• the accession of Mr. Graham, a school of 
design. To this end the liberality of the 
Board of Trustees greatly contributed, by 
their procuring, at this time, for the use 
of the institution, a very magnificent set of 
easts from the antique, which is only sur- 
passed in Briuin by the coUection of the 
Koyal Academy of London. By this im- 
provement in the condition of the academy, 
and the exertions of Mr. Graham, the arts 
of the country have been carried to a 
greater pitch of excellence than they had 
ever attained before, and many young men 
who have received the rudiihents of the art 
there, have since conferred, by their ta- 
lents, the greatest honour on their countrv; 
of these, the names of Messrs. Wilkie,the 
Bamets, and Allan, are already well known 
to the public. Mr. Graham's principal 
works are, David instructing Solomon Tin 
the possession of the Earl of Wemys)— Uie 
Biinal of Genen^ Fraser— two pictures for 
the Shaksp^are Gallery, &c. He alio exe- 



cuted many smaller works, and some por- 
traits. His composition, though not re- 
markable for any striking origlnaliiyof con- 
ception, is pure and chaste. In the distiibo- 
tion of his groupes in his large works, he; was 
singulariy fortunate. His drawing, though 
without the vigour and energy of the Flo** 
rentine School, is correct : his draperies are 
large and finely cast ; his colouring excel- 
lent, and his handling broad and masterly. 
The few portraits which he has left exhibit 
little of the beauty so conspicuous in his 
historical works.' He also executed several 
pictures of lions, tigers, &e. from studies 
made from nattire in the menagerie of the 
Tower, wherein he has exhibited these 
animals with great truth and force of ex- 
pression. From the circumstances of Mr. 
Graham's situation in early life, his educa- 
tion was very limited, and his manners had 
little of the polish and courtly refinement 
which are necessary to give genuine worth 
its )ust estimation in the eyes of the world, 
and often give a currency even to medio- 
crity of talent, or laxity of principle. He 
was, however, friendly, honest, sincere, and 
independent, and highly regarded by those 
who knew his worth. To his pupils he was 
candid and comnmnicative, and ever ready 
to give his adWce, Since he settled in this 
city as Master of the Academy, the few 
works he had done can contribute little to 
his fame, as the apathy of the public'lo- 
wards the fine arts, particularly to. the nibre 
dignified department of historical painfting, 
afforded no stimulus for the exertion of his 
talents, and any thing he has executed 
since must rather be considered as filling 
up an idle hour, than done with the deter- 
mination of exerting all his powers in its 
completion.— £dt7i^^A Mag, 

GRAVES, Charles, Esq. at Ipswich, 
suddenly, on Nov. 2, 18 If. He was a 
skilful performer ou the organ, and no 
mean proficient in optics, and the higher 
branches of philosophy j for the pursuit of 
which, he possessed an extensive and valu- 
able apparatus.—- His secluded life and 
eccentricity of manners, his talents for 
music, electricity, and mechanics, the va^ 
riety of his pursuits, and the strange 
habits he had formed, rendered him a ge- 
neral object of public attention ; he had 
lately erected offices for sugar-baking. He 
was fouixi dead in his bed. 



H. 



HACKET, Lady, the wife of Sir C. 
Hacket, Kt. suddenly. 

HALL, Benjamin, Eso.* M. P. August 
31. He resided at Hensol Castle, and was 
Kitight of the Shire for the county df 
Glamoigan. -^^ 
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HARDY, John» Esq. Oct. 3, at Penis- 
ton, Yorkshire, aged 67 ; formerly a sur- 
g'on, but who had retired from practice, 
e for many years appropriated a tenth of 
his income to acts of charity, and to the 
aupport of religious institutions ; and be 
has often remarked to his children, by way 
of promoting a similar spirit of benev^nce 
in them, that *' the more he gave the more 
he got.'* — His classical studies in early 
life, and his extensive and profound re- 
search into the ecclesiastical polity of 
Europe at a more mature age, stamped 
a mind naturally formed for a love of in- 
dependence, with an ardent attachment to 
civil and religious liberty, of which, to the 
close of an active and useful Ufe^ he stood 
the undaunted champion and xealous ad- 
vocate. 

HEARN, Sarah, aged 100 ^ears and 
eeven months. She was buried in bt. Jean's 
ehurch>yard, Westminster. Thomas, her 
husband, who had been married to her 
upwards of half a century, followed her to 
the grave at the advanced age of 95 ; he 
en}ow his health, and walks firmly. 

HIGGS, Rev. John,B.D. on Dec. 1, at 
the rectory-house, Grundisburgh ; the 
senior Fellow of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge, Rector of Grundisbtireh, and one 
of his Majesty's Jualices of the Peace for 
that county. He received the rudiments of 
his education at Westminster-schobl, and 
entered at Trinity College, Cambridge, in 
1746, where he proceeded B. A. 1750, 
being the second junior Optime in the 
TripoB of that year. In 1753, he was 
elected a Fellow of his College, and took 
the degree of M. A. in 1754, and that of 
B. p. ip 1766. He was presented by his 
College to the Rectory of Grundisburgh in 
17S0, which living he held tenable with 
his Fellowship. He was a contemporary 
both at School and at College with the 
celebrated Richard Cumberland, Esq. who, 
throughout life, entertained the sincerest 
friendship and regard for him. 

HILL, Mrs. Eliiabeth, Nov. 21, 1817, 
In Duke-street, Bristol. Her death was 
occasioned by her endeavouring to fasten 
a cup with crumbs in it, outside her bed- 
room window, for a robin-red-breast, who 
paid constant attendance there for several 
weeks, and, over-reaching herself, she fell 
backwards into the area, never to rise again. 

HORSFORD, Major-General Sir Jdin, 
at Cawnpore, in the 65th year of his age, 
commanding first division field army, and 
Colonel of the ad battalion of artillery. 
The State has in him lost a most able aiid 
upright servant, the army one of its most 
distinguished officers, and the Honourable 
Order of the Bath a member worthy of 
its distincCioD. He served nearly thirtgr- 
9 



nine yean with his regiment as an cSttr, 
and- was much employed on fidd duty 
during the eight years he cranmanded the 
Bengal artillery ; his attention to its in- 
terests was chiefly exemplified in unprov^ 
' iQg the situation of the soldier, Europcaa 
and Native, in all the several branches of 
that ettensive and widely dispemed coqis. 
After a service of forty-five years* in vari- 
ous parts of India, spent in constaat and 
unwearied devotion to his duty— aever 
even in sickness having enjoyed the in- 
dulgence of one day's iiirlotigfa, or leave 
of ab^nce firom hiaprofessiofial labouis— 
this eminent officer, whose s«und eon- 
atitution, hardened by temperance, had 
long contended with an extraorditsaiy coob- 
pltcation of disease, ended a k>ng life d 
useful services shortly af^er his return firam 
field service at Hattras. A man of atem 
principle, sound judgment, extenaife 
knowledge, and independent spirit, his 
memory will be respected by all who knew 
him, i^ his loss long regretted by tbase 
who were his selected firieads. 

HUTCHINSON, Rev. George, at the 
Vicarage-house, Nottingham, Vicar of Sc 
Mary's, in that place, Kectof of Uppie^- 
ham, Rutland, and one of the Vrthcnduim 
of Southwell. His death was occasioaed 
by a fall which he mat with at Buxton 
about two months before, 

HUTTC^, Rev. G., D.D. late FeUow 
of Magdalen College, Oxford, Vicar of 
Sutterton, and Rector of Adercharch 
eum Fosdike^ Oct. a6. After having pec- 
formed a portion of the duty at both the 
above churches on that day, he was seised 
with a violent pais in the body at half past 
seven o'clock in the evening, sad expired 
about eight o'clock, before medical assist- 
ance could be obtained. 

HUTTON, Mrs. the second wife of the 
celebrated Dr. Charlea Hutton, F.R.S. 
No woman ever filled more amiably the du- 
ties of wife and step-mother. Grief fiv an 
only daughter, whom she lost about ao 
years since, undermined her constitutioa, 
and produced an excess of nervous irriia- 
bility, which led to her death. She had 
walloid out in the moiming of the day on 
which she died; and, meeting aom« un- 
fortunate men, whom the oflkess of 
justice were marching in irons throogli 
the public streets, the shock on her 
spirits produced a fit, firom which ahe 
could not be recovered. She partook in 
the lighter walks of literature in that taste 
for books, which has confierred so madi 
solid fame on her husband ; and she was, * 
on most subjects of conversation, as intel- 
ligent and agreeable, as in performing the 
duties of social life she was good^ chant- 
ablcj andexempbry. 
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HYNDFORD, Andrflir Cannichftel, 
Earl ofy Viscoant Inglbberry and Neroph- 
lar, and Lord Carmicbael of Cannichael. 
This nobleman dted at Mauldalic Castle, 
North Britain, on Friday April 14, 1817> 
in the 60th year of his age. The greater 
^part of his Lordship'a time was devoted to 
agricultural purmits, at Mauldslie; he 
was one of the most skilfiil &rmen of hia 
neighbourhood ; and this is no slight praise 
in a district distinguished for the excellence 
of its fiurraiog. MauldsUc, his patrimonial 
inheritance, b now separated from the 
Hyndford estate; it htfs fallen to his Lord^ 
ship's sister, Mrs. Nisbet of Carfin. Sir 
John Anstnither, Bart, succeeds to the 
entailed estates : the title is extkict. 



JESSUP, Mr. Samuel, May 17, 1817, 
at Heekington, aged 65, an opolent gra- 
zier, of pill-taking memory. He lived in 
a Ytrj eccentric way as a bachelor, without 
known relatives ; and has died possessed of 
a good fortune, notwithstanding a most in- 
ordinate craving for physic, by which he was 
distinguished for the last diirty years of his 
life, as appeared on a trial for the amoont 
of an Apothecary's bill at the last assizes 
at Lincoln, in which Mr. Jessup was |the 
defendant. The evidence on the trial af- 
fonls the following materials for the epi- 
taph of the decessed : in 21 years (from 
1794 to 1816) the deceased took 226,934 
pills supplietl by a respectable Apothecary 
at Bottesford; which is at the rate cif 
10,806 pills a year/ or 39 pills e^ch day ; 
but as the patient began with a more mo- 
derate appetite, and increased it as he 
proceeded, in the last five years preced- 
ing 1816 he took the pills at the rate of 
78 a day, and in the year 1814 swallowed 
not less than 51,590. Notwithstanding 
this, and the addition of 40,000 bottles of 
mixture and juleps and elecmaries, ex- 
tending altogether to 55 dosely written 
columns of an apothecary's bill, the de- 
ceased lived to attain the advanced age of 
65 years. 



K. 

KEEN,Mr.Francis, at Banwell, Somer- 
setshire, Sept. 14. in his 82d year ; the 
old and faithful clerk of the Friendly So- 
ciety of that place for nearly thirty years. 
He will long be remembered as a self- 
taught artist hi musical instrament mak- 
ing, book-bindiDg, and other ingeoioas 



arts. Some years ago, he actually be- 
gan and finished an organ of sufficient 
dimensions for a moderate sized churchy 
It appears, by records still extant, that 
hjs ancestors were inhabitants of Ban- 
well prior to A.D. 1331, 2 2d Htn* 
ry VIU. as one of them, Edmund Keen, 
was a parish officer that year. In the ytar 
1555, 3a Philip and Mary, William and 
Robert Keen, two brothers of this tunUj 
died and were buried in ^e same gcave ; 
and a similar melancholy occurrence took 
place in the fam'tly in 1811, as two young 
men, neither of them twenty years old, 
named George and Jacob Keen, brothtrs, 
and grandsons of the subj^t of the pre- 
sent memoir, died within a week of 
each other, and were interred in the same 
grave. 

KENT, Thomas Wickam, lately |n 
St. Giles's Workhouse, a very interestmg 
okl man, whose hard fate has for several 
years exeited the commiseration of many 
persons connected with the aru, from be- 
lieving* him to be the natural son of a peer, 
the grandfather of a duke. H€ used to say 
he was bom at Bradwell, near Tideswell 
in Derbyshire, in 1744; hadagood^u- 
cation given him ; and at a proper age waa 
articled to Mr. Joseph Wilton, a celebrated 
atatuary of the day ; and having acquired 
proficiency in this art, he went to Rome 
to complete his studies. For many years 
afterwards he was employed in the shops 
of several of our first artists ; but this em- 
ployment somewhat failing him, and being 
a proficient in music, about the year 1795, 
he entered into the band of the 10 ist re- 
giment, in which he remained till about 
1800 ; after which, for a short time, lie 
kept a plaster figure shop in Whetstone- 
Park, near Holbom. About a yeamgo he 
became too infirm to make his accustomed 
calls on the private benefactors, by whom 
he has for some years been diiefly sup- 
ported, and some of whom are believed 
to have tried every effort to get him pro- 
vided for in a more appropriate way than 
in a common workhouse ; but at last starv- 
ation drove him thereto. 

KOSCIUSKO, General, at Solenre, in 
Switzerland, in the sprbg of 1 8 1 7 . This 
•celebrated warrior, a noble by birth, waa 
bom in Poland about the year 1752, and 
educated at Warsaw. After serving with 
reputation in America, he returned to his 
native country, and appeared at the head 
of a large but a disciplined army, to assert 
her independence. At firtt he was victo- 
rious, but, at length, the tide oi fortune 
set in against him with so strong a current, 
that he proved unable to stem it. 
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Having been wounded and taken pri- 
soner> he was confined to a fortress, by 
order of the magnaninnous Catharine, 
whom all the world combined to praise, 
and liberated by the generosiy of her son, 
the late Enmeror, whose conduct has 
been uniformly blamed by every one. On 
thb, he returned to America, where he 
was hbnourably received ; and on landing 
in England two years afterwards, the gal- 
lant Pole was presented by the Whig-club, 
with a sword, as a testimony of esteem on 
the part of the nation, for his talents and 
misfortunes. 

Having afterwards settled in France, in 
1806, a proclamation appeared in his 
name, encouraging bis countrymen to rise 
against their oppressors, and promising 
that he should become their avenger. 
But he was prevented, by ill health, from 
fulfilling his wishes. 

, On me entrance of the allies into France, 
his asylum was tespected ;'aBd during an 
interview with the Emperor Alexander, 
that Prince offered to confer every kind of 
Iionour and favour upon him ; butKoscius- 
„ ko d«cUned accepting any thing. In I8179 
accompanied by his friend M. Zutner, he 
repaired to Switzerland, and died there, 
in the 65 th year of his age. 

Monthly Mag* 



L. 

LATOUCHE, the Rt. Hon. David, 
August 1, at his seat St. Catharine's, n(;ar 
Dublin, in the 88th year of his age. H« 
was many years one of His Majesty's 
Privy Council, and for forty years a member 
of the parliament of Ireland. Mr.Latoudie 
was the senior partner in the great bank- 
ing-house of liitouche and Co., Dublin, 
long celebrated in every part of the Bri- 
tish empire for probity, honour, and aoli- 
dity. So establbhed was its character for 
wealth, <' that *' as good as Latouche*' 
was a familiar phrase in Ireland, when it 
was sought- to convey an idea of superior 
solidity and sufficiency in pecuniary trans- 
actions j and all this wealth was associated 
with a spirit of liberality and humanity, 
that forbade envy, and conciliated universal 
respect and esteem. 

LEFANU, Alicia, In July, 1817, at 
her son's house. Royal Hibernian Scho(.>l, 
Phoenix, park, Dublin. She was wife of 
Joseph: Lefanu, Esq., and sister of the 
late Rt. Hon. R. B. Sheridaln. Mrs. Le- 
fanu was a lady of genius and literary at- 
tainments, -She was the author of ** The 
Flowers, or the Sylphid Queen, a Tale," 
1810; and « The Sons of Erin, or Mo- 
dem Sentiment^ a Comedy/' I8I2. 



M. 

MACDONALD, R., Esq., in April, 
1817> at Inverness, at an advanced age. 
This gentleman, who was a cadet in the 
Keppoch family, was a subaltern in Kep« 
poch's regiment in 1745, and was present 
at the littles of Preston, Falkirk, apd 
Culloden. Mr. Maedonald was one of the 
young gentlemen, who with drawu swords, 
attended Andrew Cochran, Provost of 
Glasgow, in proclaiming the Pretender by 
the name of King James VIll. and Ili. 
At Culloden he' was made prisoner; but 
owing to his youth, was allowed to trans- 
port himself to Jamaica, where he com- 
menced planter. Having by hia. industry, 
acquired an independent fortune, he re- 
turned and settled in his native country. 

MAIRE, Mr. John, atMandilin N.B. 
Nov. 1 8, in bis 105th year. He was bom 
at Galston in Ayrshire, in Mareh 1713, 
and received a commission In the Tiain- 
bands in 1745. His mental energies and 
bodily strength continued unimpaired u«- 
til a little before his death. 

MASQN, Jos., Esq., on Dec. 1, m 
Charlemont-street, Dublin, in his 65th 
year. He was the younger son of a re- 
spectable family which had been for some 
time settled at Little Coolbaijaghfr, in the 
Queen's county, adjoining Shane Castle, 
the residence of the Tate Dean Coote. Mr.. 
Mason was early introduced into active 
life, and long hel^ a confidential and labo- 
rious situation in the office for payment 
of com premiums, where, fur many years 
previous to its suppression, he was cme of 
the deputy-paymasters. He has been 
often heard to say, that when he first 
came K> Dublin, he had not more thau a 
guinea in his pocket, and that, although 
in the course of his official duties, sums to 
the amount of more than 6O,0O02. aimu- 
ally passed through his hands, yet h^ never 
left his account one shilling in arrear. 
Mr. Mason was first married to IVFiss 
Groves, sister to the late James Groves, 
Esq., ai\ eminent attorney in Dublin, by 
whom ^e had issue three surviving chil- 
dren : Wm. Shaw, author of the Statist 
tical Survey of Ireland ; Olivia, first mar- 
ried to Alderman Hutton, late Lord Mayor 
of Dublin, and now the wife of Robert 
White, Esq., of Grafton-street, in the 
same' city, one of the firm of the house 
of Hawkes, Moseley, and Co., London ; 
and Edward Groves, of \he First-Fruits 
Office. Mrs. Mason was afterwards mar- 
ried to Miss Andrews, eldest sister of Al- 
derman Andrews of Dublin. His reuEiains 
are deposited in the cemetery of St. John's 
Church, Coolbanagher, ^within a mile of 
the place of his nativity. 
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MASSENA, Andreur, at his estate at 
Riieli near Paris , after a severe and long 
illness^ during which he had become blind, 
in 1 8 1 7 . He was Prince of Esling, Duke 
ef Rivoli, Marshal of France, Grand Cros? 
of the Royal Order of the I^egion'of 
Honour, Commamler o(' the Royal and 
Military Order of St. Loul^ Grand Ctoss 
of the Orders of St. Stephen of Hungary, 
of St. Hubert, of Fidelity, of Baden, and 
Hesse d'Armstadt. 

Massena ivas born at Nice, on May 8, 
1756, and 'served for some time at sea. He 
afterwards became a fencihg master j but; 
at the epoch of the revolution, he left the 
service of tlie King of Sardinia, where he 
was a Serjeant, and. entered into that of 
France. His talents for war, immediately 
kd to preferment, and we soon after find 
him at the head of a large body of troops 
in Italy, where he repeatedly defeated the 
Austrians. He also distinguished himself 
in Germany ; and in 1799) overcame a Rus- 
sian army under Korsakaw in Switzerland. 
His defence of Genoa, however, was per- 
haps, the most brilliant exploit of his life. 
Hiving been sent to Spain by Buonaparte, 
he there lost all his former reputation, and 
was obliged to retire befoire the victorious 
banners of England. 

Having a large fottune, and an only 
daughter, he afterwards conducted himseff 
with such consummate policy, that tlic 
success of Louis or Buonaparte, became a 
matter of perfect indifference to him. 
. The long, illness of Marshal Massena, 
wevented him from receiving the BAlon of 
Marshal from the hands of the King. But 
Louis XVin. directed the minister of war 
to transmit it to his family, in order to be 
used at his funeral procession, which took 
place at Paris, April 10, I817. 

MAiJRY, Jean Siffrein, at Rome, in 
the Spring of I817. He was originally 
known as one of the cliaplains of Louis 
XVL, and a member of the French, 
academy. At the commencement of the 
Revolution, he declared for the Royalists, 
and was almost the only distinguished man 
of that party, who did not perish by the 
guillotine. He was preserved on more 
than one occasion, by his courage and his 
wit. When threatened to be suspended 
by the populace, a la lanteme he gaily ex- 
claimed, << Will this enable you to see 
more clearly !" and thus escaj^d by a re- 
partee ! 

Having at length fled into Italy, he was 
immediately created first a Bishop, then 
Archbishop of Nice, and finally a Cardinal,' 
by Pope Pius V[. Ofi the elevation of 
Buonaparte> to the Imperial diadem, Maury 
returned to Franqe, and obtained the rich 
revenues of the Archbishopric of Paris, 



During the captivity ol the Pope, he be- 
came in sOme measure the head (»rthe Gal- 
lican church ; but having thus acted, both 
for, and against the Bourbons, he froqo 
this moment lost all his power, c^racier, 
and consequence. 

On the remrn of lionis XVIIL, the 
Cardinal set out for Rome, where he re- 
mained in considerable obscurity; and he 
appears to have fallen a martyr to his owit 
suspicions. He fancied he saw a change 
of colour in his lips, that denoted his hav- 
ing swallowed poison; and by taking, 
counterpoisons, he killed hiiAself. He 
lived the life of a miser, and persuaded 
himself that he was conspired against by all 
mankind. He was born at Vaurias, near 
Avignon, 26th June, 1746, and had been 
created a Qrdinal, B^ebnaary 1792. Al- 
though rather in disgrace since the down- 
fall t)f his master, and the restoratipn of. 
the Pope, his funeral was attended by all 
the Cardinals. His riches-are left to a 
brother, who is in the Church, and resi- 
dent in France. 

MELGUND, Viscount, eldest son of 
the Earl of Miuib, at Inierlaken, Swit- 
zerland. 

MESSIER Cliarles.' This , celebrated 
astronomer, a member of most of the great 
academies in Europe, a member of the 
French Institute, and of tlie Board of Lon- 
gitude, died in Paris in April last, at the age 
of 87 years. He Wdsi)orn at Badonvilliers in 
Lorraine, and having early devoted himself 
to the study of astronomy, became the 
pupil and confident of the celebrated De- 
iisle. When the return of Hallcy's famous 
comet was expected, all the Astronomers 
of Paris looked up for its first discovery to 
Delisle, who had read to them a memoir on 
the most proper means for facilitating that 
important observation. Delisl^ committed 
the business to his pupil, who soon verified 
the correctness of the .prediction^ This 
good fortune, the result of long and tedious 
toil, might have obtained ^eat credit for a 
young man, and have in time opened for 
' him the doors of the academy. 

From a weakness, however, unworthy 
of a man of science, Messler's master 
wished to reserve for himself the honour of. 
having confirmed the return and perfected 
the theory of the comet. He accordingly 
commanded secrecy, and refused to show 
the observations of his disciple, till the 
astronomers, having received information 
from another quarter, were able to dis-* 
pense with that assistance, which two. 
months before they would have gratefully 
accepted. Some portion of the censure 
incurred by the master, fell upon the too 
compliant pupil, whose observations, which 
for want of an object of comparison, could 
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nM poiseM the same accuracy, or ins{*ure 
the same confidence, were long r^ected. 
M. Messier was not discouraged ; he be- 
cune only the more assiduous in watching 
the movements of the heavenly bodies. 
Almost all the comets that appeared 
dusing the succeeding years, were dis- 
covered by him alone, and each of these 
discoveries procured him admission into 
some foreign academy. Two astropomi- 
cal vacancies having taken place in the 
French Academy, Messier and Cassini were 
admitted 09 the same day in 177t), as 
Lafainde and Legentil were in 1753. 

Accustomed to pass whole nights in ob* 
serving eclipses of every kirtd, in seeking 
comets, and describing nebulae ; employing 
all his days in following the spots on the 
sun, or makint; charts of his numerous 
observations, Messier coukl never be in- 
' dttced to quit tliis rather narrow circle, al- 
leging that the field; of science was suf- 
ficiently extensive for the astronomers to 
share its different parts, which would thus 
be but the better cultivated. . Moderate in 
his desires and in his ambition, and con- 
nected by the closest friendship with Pre- 
sklent Saron, who entrusted him with his 
most valuable instruments; Messier had 
no occasion for wealth. The Revolution 
deprived him of all his resources at once ; 
the first retrenchments took firom him the 
moderate salary attached to his place of 
astronomer to the navy ; his firiend Saron, 
the last chief president of the pariiament 
of Paris, fell beneath the revolutionary 
axe ; and Messier, in order to be able to 
prosecute his labours, was necessitated to 
go every morning to one of his colleagues, 
to replenish the lamp that had served him 
in his nocturnal observations. The storm 
was fortunately but transient. Ashamed 
of the excesses into which it had been led, 
the Convention showed more liberality to 
the sciences. Messier found in the Insti- 
tute, and at the Board o^ Longitude, a 
comfort and hsdependence to which he had 
been a stranger, and which he enjoyed un- 
dbturbed tiU the end of his life. Af^er 
sixty years devoted to his profession, he 
became blind, like Eratosthenes, Galileo, 
and D. Cassini. 

One of his colleagues, the celebrated 
Lalande, has formed a constellation in 
honour ofhim -^ the only one that yet bears 
the name of an astronomer. But indepen- 
dently of this homage paid by frienduiip, 
the name of Messier will last as long as 
the science, as long u the catalogue of 
the comets in which his name has been so 
fireijaenfly and so honourably inscribed. 
The world is indebted to him fbr the dis* 
coveiy of nineteen comets, firom 1758 to 
) SCO. Few astrongmeit n^oie piofoondly 



studied or were better acquunted with the 
heavens than Messier ; his name and hii 
labours are conspicuous in ^ Memoiii 
of the Academy of Sciences since 1753, the 
Connoissance des Temps, the Ephemerides 
of Vienna, the Philosophical Transactiem, 
the Memoirs of the Academy of Sdences 
of Berlin, and other collections. He edited 
in association with the learned Piogr^, the 
Voyage of the Marquia de Courtenvaax, 
Paris, 1768, 4to. 

MORIER, Isaac, E$q., at Conatantiflo- 
pie. He was his Majesty's consol-genoal 
in the Turkish dominions. 
, MURRAY, Lady Anne, at Brighton in 
her 90th year, sister of the late Chief-Jns' 
tice Mansfield. This benevt>leDt charK- 
ter rewarded the fidelity 6i her servants ia 
the most Ubeml manner, as the followieg 
sutement of bequests will show : To her 
housekeeper, who had been nearly 93 yeats 
in her service, she has given d500f., and 
her wardrobe; to her butler, who had beea 
94 years, 1200^.; to her cook, who had 
been 1 9 years, 7 00/. ; to her laundress, who 
liad been 11 years, 600^; to her tiro 
housemaids, one of whom had been 18, 
and the other 9 years in her service, 600l. 
eadi ; and to her fbotman, who had been 
9 years, 600I. The residue of her lady- 
ship's property devolves on George Fmch 
Hatton, Esq., of Eattwell Park, in Kent, 
who married her niece. 

MURRAY, John, Esq., at Crieff, in 
Perthshire, on Octbber 3. He was Lairi 
of ArdbiriHe, and a justice of the peace. 
lieutenant of the Royal Navy, and mrnm 
surveyor to the Board oi Admiralty. 
During a k>ng and valuable senrice, thaa 
excellent oflker made some important d«»- 
coveries on the coast of New Hofland, and 
surveyed and drew plans of the piteciptl 
harbours of the kingdom. 



ONSLOW, Right Rev. Arthw, D.l>. 
Dean of Worcester, Master of St. Oawald'a 
Hospital, and Archdeacon of Beriofatie at 
Ltndridge. He was bom in 1745,' vai 
died October, I807, in his 79d jear. 



PARKER, Mr. WilKam, at Sovth 
Lambeth, aged 84, many years an eminent 
glass manufacturer, to whose akill this 
country is much indebted for its auperioti^ 
in that branch of trade. 

He was many years ago, the contriver «f 
three burning mirrors, whose efiecta httn 
been commentated upon, and reo 
mended in books upon Science. 
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-PARSONS, Sit William, Julf 19, of 
an apoplexy. This gentleman wa» bom 
about the year 1742, aod having addictefl 
himself early in life to music, soon attained 
considerable eminence in it. It was his 
good fortune^ after he had become a Pro- 
fessor, to he emptoyed at Windsor, in 
teaching music, to aome of the junior 
branches of the Royal Family. In con- 
sequence of this, b^g a very respectable 
man, and well fitted for public business, 
he was knighted, and recommended to the 
Secvetary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment, who soon after appointed him a 
poiiee magistrate. He accordingly att^mled 
during many years in roution at Marl- 
borough Street, and died in 18 17, at the 
age of about 7 & • Sir William was Master 
of ills Majesty's Band of Mtoicians ; to 
which latter situation he was appointed on 
the death of Stanley, the celebrated blind 
oiganist. 

R. 

REDESDALE, Right Hon. Lady 
Prances, Aug. 92, in Hwley-slreet, in her 
51st year. Her ladyship was the daughter 
of the late Earl of Egmont, great grand- 
daughter of the fourth Earl of Northamp- 
ton, and sister to the present Lord Arden, 
and of the late lamented Rt. Hon. Spencer 
Pereeval. Lady Redesdale has left three 
children. 

RIGBY, Dr. of Norwich, his infant 
son, on Nov. 3. He was aged eleven weeks 
and three days, being the first in the series 
of the late quadruple birth; and Nov. 5, 
^ed eleven weeks and five days,. Caroline 
Susan, the fourth in the series, and last 
surviving child ; (Charles Henry, the se- 
cond in the series, having died Oct. 13 ; 
and the third in the series, some days be- 
fore hidi.) 

ROBERTSON, Jean, Sept. 9, at In- 
verness, North Britain. This extraordi- 
nary character usually employed herself in 
gathering dulse and shell-fish, with which 
•he occupied her station in the market, 
until within a few days of her death. She 
would occasionally takca trip to the coun- 
try to retail tea, and was not ashamed to 
beg at times. After her death, upwards 
of €0^ in bank bills, and al, in silver, 
were found in her apartment, which she 
lud completely filled with clothes, pro- 
visions, and fuel, piled up to the roof, 
leaving oijy about four feet round the fire- 
place of vacant space 5 yet the poor wwtdi 
appeared uniformly in the same tattered 
garb upwards of twenty years, and is sup- 
posed to have shortened the period of her 
^■- — "' by abstaining from the common 
of life.* 



ROBINSON, Mr. John, at Kendal, 
aged 85; He was of a good femily, in a 
neighbouring part of Lancashire, and be- 
came a merchant, in early youth, at Liver- 
pool^ where he failed; since which time 
he has led a veiy singular life at Kendal. 
He was very covetous ; but his love of 
money, in many instances, gave way to 
his predilection for whim and eccentricity. 
He had a horse ion keep many years at 
Ae Angel Inn, Kendal, but never rode it; 
for if he went a journey — which was fre- 
quently the case — he led the jsniraal the 
whole way ; and whenever asked by any 
acquaintance to lend it, his answer was, 
** I liave no time to go with thee to lead 
it I*'— The horse was killed by the huma- 
nity of his master; for he literally died of 
the fat-rot, for want of exercise. He kept 
several pointer dogs, bought up every 
gun that had the character of a good one, 
and annually took out a game licence; 
but his plan of future operations in this 
as in all other cases, remained unrealised 
to the day of his death, for he never went 
a shooting. Tlie idea of commencing 
sportsman had not left him at the age of 
85 ; for a few days before he died, he pro- 
vided a number of new bags, proper for 
the purpose of bringing home the game he 
should kill this seasdn. The humanity 
with which Mr. Robinson treated his horse, 
and his persevering determination to main- 
tain his dogs in idleness, exhibit him 
in the character of a Pythagorean Phi- 
lanthropist ; but, nevertheless, one of his 
principal pleasures was teazing his own 
species ; for he was a constant attendant 
at sales by auction of household goods, 
and rarely hesitated to give any price for 
a book or article of furniture, which he 
perceived another person had set hb mind 
upon. In consequence of this invidious and 
unsociable disposition, he has left many 
rooms in different parts of the town occu- 
pied by articles both of convenience and 
literature, which he never used. 

ROPER, Rev. Francis, M. A., Oct. 21, 
in Windsor Cloisters, after a long illness. 
He was Vicar of Sutton-Courtney, Oxon, 
Minor Canon of St. George's Chapel, and 
one of the conducts at Eton College.— At 
the express desire of her Majesty, Mr. 
Roper was regularly attended by the Royal 
Physicians, and was ako supplied with 
every necessary from the Palace twice 
a-day. He has left a widow and eea 
children. 



SCOPPA, the Abb^, at Naples, in the 
month of Oetober, I817. He was a 00- 
blemai of Messina, aad dilrector of the 
OOQie 
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schools on the Eoglish system, lately esta- 
blished in the kingdom. The AbM, who 
died ii^ the prime of life, is author of a 
work, " On the Poetical Beauties of all 
languages, considered in respect to the 
yfccm^and Rhylhmus ;** whicb, in 1815, 
obtained the prize given by the Ffeuch 
Institute. 

SCOTT, Mr. , a tradesmaa of Exeter. He 
travelled on business till about eighty years 
of age. He was one of the most celebrated 
characters in the kingdom for punctuality, 
and by his methodical conduct, joined to 
uniform diligence, he gradually amassed a 
large fortnne.. For a long series of years 
the proprietor of every ion he frequented 
in Devon and G}rnwall knew the day and 
the very hour he would arrive. Some time 
since, a gentleman on a journey in G)rn- 
wall stopped at a small inn at Port Isaac to 
dine. The waller presented him with the 
bill of fare, which he did not approve of, 
but observing a fine duck roasting. <* PU 
have that," said the traveller. — " You 
cannot. Sir,** replied the landlord; "it 
is for Mr. Scott of Exeter.** " 1 know Mr. 
Scott very well,** rejoin^l the gentleman j 
** he is not in your house,** — " True, 
Sir,** said the landlord j " but six months 
ago. when he was here last, he ordered a 
5uck to be ready for him this day, pre- 
cisely at two o'clock ;" and to the asto- 
nishment of the traveller, he saw the old 
gentleman, travelling on his Rosinante, 
joggiyg into the inn-yard about five mi- 
nutes before the appointed time. 

SHEKIDAN, Esther Jane, widow of 
the late Rt. Hun. K.B. Sheridan, at Frog- 
more, Oct. 27 » after a long and severe ill- 
ness. Mrs. Sheridan was the youngest 
daughter of the late Very Rev. N. Ogle, 
D. !>., of Kirkley, Northumberland, and 
Dean of Winchester, who, by his prudence, 
secured her a settlement that ensured her 
independence, and, at the same time> pro- 
duced a provision for her son. 

STEVENSON, Mrs. Mary, a widow, 
nearWolverton, in the county of Durham, 
at the age of 104. Her &mily ia famous 
for unparalleled longevity, as her mother 
di6d at the age of 108, one sister at I07s 
another sister at 105, and a brother at 979. 
making, in all, 531 years, astheunitecl 
ages of five persons. 

STEVENSON, William, on July 17, 
in Glen-street, Kilmarnock, aged 87 • He 
was originally from Dunlop, and bred a 
mason ; but during the latter part of bis 
life, wandered about as a common beggar. 



Thirty years ^o, he and his wif^ lept- 
rated upon the strange condition, that the 
first who proposed an agreement shouki 
forfeit 100/. This singular pair never net ' 
again, and it is not kiiowo whether the 
heroine yet lives. Stevenson was much 
a£Bicted, during the last two years of his 
life with the stone. . As his disease in- 
creasedy he was fidly aware of his ap- 
proaching dissolution and for this eve&t 
made the following extraordinary prepai- 
ation : — He sent for a baker, and ordered 
twelve dozen of burial cakes and a great 
profusion of sugar biscuit, together with a 
corresponding quantity of wine and spiritu- 
ous liqtiors. He next sent for the joiner, and 
ordered a coffin to be prepared for him. 
The grave-digger was then sent for, and a 
spot fixed upon for his interment. Having 
made these arrangements, be ordered the 
old woman that attended him, to go to a 
certain nook, and bring out 9(., to be ap- 
propriated to defray the funeral charges. 
He told her, at the same time, not to be 
grieved, for he liad not forgotten her in his 
will. In a few hours afterwards, in the 
full exercise of his mental powers, but in 
the most excruciating agonies, he; expired. 
Upon examination of his effccu^ a tsg 
of crowns, half-crowns, and dollars, to a 
large amount was fouud : in a comer was. 
sereted, amongst a quantity of nfusty ragi, 
a great number of guineas and seven-shil- 
ling pieces. In his trunk was a bond 
' for 300^., and other bonds and securities 
to a very considerable amount. I9 all, the 
property amounted to 900^. 

W. 

WERNER, the celeUated German 
Mineralogist, at Dresden, in 1817> Ac- 
cording to a letter from that capital : ^* his 
name was known from the iron-inines of 
Siberia, to those of gold in Peru." He 
was interred with extraordinary pomp at 
Frttburg. — Among the effects left by this 
celebrated mineralogist, there are several 
MSS. nearly ready for the press. He had 
printed nothing since 1774. His labours 
always appeared to him not suflSciently ma- 
tured; but his instructions were spread 
over the world by thousands of schelais» 
His cabinet of minerals, consisting of 
^00,000 specimens, (estimated at 1 50,000 
crowns,) has not become the property of 
the Kins of Siocony, as has een reporMd> 
but of the Mmeralogicil Academy at Frei* 
berg. 



THE END. 



Printed by A. Strahan, 
New-Sircct-Square, London* 
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